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THE 

PREFACE 

PreSx'd TO 

The French Edition of M. DE 
ST. EVREMOND's Works, 
fiift Publifli'd in 1705, ftom his 
Original Manufaipts : 

WHEREIN 

Some Account is given of His Life, 

B Y 

P. S I L V E S T R E, M. D. 

! Corrca Editibn of Monficur de 
I St. EVREMOND's ff^orb has 
I been fo long defir-d, that I per- 
I fuade my felf this, which now 
S appears, -will meet with a a- 
voHiable Reception from the 

Pnblick. AU the f"™" ^^''^.5 fo'e?- 
either in Frattee <Jr Holland, b«"Sj°^*„,, 

* a 4- 
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tremely defeftive, this may really pafs for 
the firft. Thofe who have not been acquainted 
with Monfieur de St. Evremond, ought to 
be informed, that he never put any thing hinir 
fclf to the Prcfs, and that the Books which 
have hitherto been publifh'd under his name^ 
were printed from Copies which were handed 
about, for the moft part curtailM, and com- 
monly very faulty. The two firft Volumes of 
his Works that appeared, were fo quickly fold 
off, that the Paris Bookfelier, being defirous 
to publifh a larger Edition of them, fpar'd no 
pains or coft to colled new Pieces 5 which 
was the occafion of his adding at random to the 
genuine Writings of Monfieur de St. Evre- 
mond feveral Pieces, which were not of his 
cpmpofing. This Abufe came to fuch a height 
in all the following Editions, that at laft whole 
Volumes were printed, in which nothing of 
Monfieur de St. Evremond's was to be found s 
fuch as the St. Evremoniana, and ti?e Collec- 
tion of Monfieur De St. Evremont's ^r/&x, 
printed by An jsson in i 70 i . I will not men- 
tion the Memoirs of the Life of Count D , 

before his retirement^ digefted by Monfieur de 
St. Evremont^ printed at Paris in two Vo- 
lumes, 1 2 mo 5 for it would be an affront 
upon the judgment of the Publick, to fup- 
pofe they could be imposed upon by the Title 
of that Romance. 

We mufl|likewifeobferve, that in the Paris 
Editions all the proper Names have either been 
entirely left out, or at leaft dilguifedj and 
that many PafTages which appeared to be too 

free. 
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free, have been wholly cut off. In the Edi- 
tions of Holland thofe Faults were fo far from 
being correded, that they were xnultiply'd : 
inftead of fupplying the Omiflions, the Edi- 
tors added fome infipid Pieces 5 and there was 
fuch a ftrange mixture of good and bad things, 
that Monfieur de St. Evremond was not 
able to know himfelf in thofe Editions. 

He was foUicited from France to revife his 
Works, and his Friends at London daily prefs'd 
him to give fuch an Edition of them as he 
could own ; but he (till perfifted in denying 
their requeft. After the laft Peace, the Book- 
fcUers of Paris made him fuch advantageous 
offers, as would have tempted any man of a 
temper more intercfted than his was. In fliort, 
nothing could move or prevail upon him. " I 
lie under a great difadvantage, {fays he^ in 
a Letter to Madam de UEnclos) upon 
" the account of thofe fmall Treatifcs which 
" are printed under my name. There arc 
" good ones, which I do not own, becaufe 
they do not belong to me % and among thole 
which I have composed, there is a mixture 
" of abundance of idle and foolifh Pieces, 
'* which I do not think it worth my while to 
" difown. At the age to which I am now 
arriv'd, one Hour of Life well imploy'd is 
of more value with me, than the advantage 
of an indifferent Reputation. How hard a 
" matter is it to cure one's felf of Self-love ! 
" As an Author I caft it off, but I take it up 
again as a Philofopher 5 as feeling a fecret 

plea- 
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'* plcafurc in ncglcding that which others 
^^ purfue with fo much cagcrncfs;" I remembcc 
that as I was one day talking with hini on this 
fubjea, and faying, that Juice he would not 
take the pains to revife his own Works, he 
{>ught at lead: to give that iatisfadion to fe^ 
vcral people, to mark the Pieces which he 
difown'd : he anfwer'd, " There is perhaps 
** a mixture of Vanity in my Condu£b : there 
'^ is fuch a Piece printed amongft my Works, 
** which I would own with all my heart, and 
« which is better than what I have written/* 

But altho Monlieur de St. Evremond ftill 
refus'd to publifli his Writings, yet he chang'd 
his mind fome time before his death, and 
chofe Mr. Des M aizeaux for the publifhing 
of them. Purfuant to this deiign, he read 
over his Works along with him ; mark'd what 
was, and what was not his, on one of the 
Books printed underhis name 5 corrected many 
things 5 and communicated to him Explana- 
tions of fuch paflfagcs as wanted a ComJnen- 
tary : in fine, he imparted to him his Manu- 
fcripts, and revis'd with him the Copies which 
he had made of them. His great Age and In-= 
firmitics leaving no room to hope he fhould 
live long, Mr. Des Maizeaux loft no time 
in getting all the helps and affiftances that 
were necelTary s nor did he want any thing 
of this kind, except fome few Pieces, when 
he was obliged to go into the Country. In 
the mean while, Monfieur de St. Evremond 
finding himfelf weaker than ordinary, did 

fcve-' 
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jR^Vetal times fignify his great defire to foe 
him, and even bcgg'd Dr. le FeVre ^ to write 
to him to come with ail fpeed. But having 
departed this life before Mr. Des Maizeaux 
could come to town, his Manufcripts, which 
he had often promised to leave to me, were 
deliver^ to me by his diredion after his deaths 
This laid me under an obligation, in fome 
fort, to fet about an Edition of his Work^ 
in concert with Mr. Des Maizeaux. The 
method we obferv'd in this^ is as follows. 

We loppM off every thing that Monfieur 
lOE St. Evremond difown'd 5 good or bad, 
all was left out without diftinftion, if it was 
not his. Our Accuracy in this matter was G> 
great, that excepting one Piece only *, about 
which we ftill entertain fome doubts, the Pub- 
lick may be fatisfy'd that every thing which 
appears in this Edition, was really written by 
Monfieur de St. Evremond, unlefs where 
it is exprefly marked as belonging to another. 
We have been at great pains in revifing all 
that had been formerly printed, by comparing 
it with the Manulcripts. Having feveral Copies 
in my hands, we made choice, from among 
the different Readings, of that which to us 
appeared the moft natural, and fupplyM by one 
Manufcript that which was wanting in an- 
other. In fine, as to the Punftuation, which 
of all things Monfieur de St. Evremond was 

moft 

^ An Ode to the Duke ofNevers ; it was found Mfmng Monfieur 
de St. JEvremmd's Tsfers, bttt ve will not be fofitive that it is his. ^ 
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moft carelcfs about, we followed that which 
made the beft Senfe, and gave the moft beau- 
tiful Turn 5 by which method we reftor'd that 
Perfpicuity and Diftindnefs which was want- 
ing to feveral Periods. We have added many 
Pieces which never faw the light before ^ 
and in that number, if I miftake not, you 
will find fome which are nothing inferior to 
the firft. We have been particularly careful 
in publiftiing as many Letters and Billets as 
we could colle£t : for if they contain nothing 
of much importance, you will at leaft find 
in them Monfieur de St. Evremond's Genius. 
We ought not always to judge of an Author 
by a pcrfed and finifh'd Work : we are pleased 
to behold him in his natural Drefs; nor is 
there any thing more proper to reprefent him 
fuch as he is, than what he writes famiUarly, 
and without premeditation. To fay no more 
on this head, the Colledion we have made 
of things of this kind has coft us abundance 
of pains. There are feveral of thofe Pieces 
which Monfieur de St. Evremond had not 
himfelf, and which we were obliged to make 
an inquiry after every where. Dr. le FeVre 
has furnifti'd us with a good many of them. 
Belides, having been particulatly acquainted 
with Monfieur de St. Evremond, and ha- 
ving conversed very familiarly with him for 
the (jpace of forty years, he has let us into 
the meaning of abundance of Fads, and clear'd 
up leveral Particulars, which we were igno- 
rant of. 

Wc 
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We have taken care thro the whole Work 
to fill up the gaps, and fet down at length 
fuch proper Names as were either quite efFac*d 
or dilguis'd. We have likewife added Notes, 
that confift fometimes of a paffagc which the 
Author quotes in French, or to which he al- 
ludes i at other times they confift of an ex- 
planation of a Faft, or they point out the 
perlbns who are meant 5 and if it is necef- 
fary, in order to the underftanding of the 
Text, fomething is laid of their Charader. 
They who know all thofe things already, will 
think that we have put into them things that 
ate too common 5 but where one Reader com- 
plains of that, there will be twenty who would 
have wifti'd that we had Iwell'd the Notes 
confiderably, and that we had explained to 
them the meancft trifle. But we have endea- 
voured to keep a juft Medium betwixt thefe 
two Extremes. 

Altho one would think it ftiould not %- 
nify much in what Order thoft detached Pieces, 
which make up this Colleftion, were plac'd ; 
yet it has been thought proper to place them, 
as near as may be, according to the order of 
time in which they were written. I fay, as 
near as may be, becaufe it has not always 
been poffiblc to find it out, and we have been 
often forc'd to guefs at it. This is certainly 
the moft natural Order 5 and, by the way, it 
were to be wifh'd, that in making a Collec- 
tion of an Author's Works, the Colledor 
would publifli them in the fame order in which 

the 
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the Author writ them- By this one would 
be able to judge of the progrefs he made, aad 
diftinguifli the time in which he wrote beft i 
juft as we diftinguifli in the Works of certain 
famous Painters thofe Pieces which they drew 
in the rife, height and dec^ of their Repu- 
tation : and the fame pleafiire we take in ob- 
icrving the different ways and manners that 
a Painter has often chalk'd out and followed, 
we fliould have in beholding the change that 
fometimes appeared in the Stile and Turn of 
an Author. 

At firft we had refolv'd to diftinguifli the 
Pieces which had not hii^heito appear'd^ by 
fome particular mark 5 but we altered our mind, 
becaufe among the Writings which had al- 
ready been printed, there were fome that ha4 
been entirely new-model'd, and fo may paft 
for new Pieces : for which reafon it would . 
have been difficidt to determine under what 
Clafs to have rangM them. We are likewifc 
to pbferve, that the Author having revis'd his 
Works at different times, made new Addi- 
tions to them ^ and thus he might be con-> 
demn'd upon the account of fome Anachro*' 
nifms, if every thing ftiould be taken too ftrift* 
ly. We have remarked this in a Note on th^ 
Comedy afthe Academicians 3 but we thought 
it was neceffary to repeat it in tliis place, be- 
caufe it may be futed to fome other Pieces. 

After having given an account of this Edi-«? 
tion, I fliall not take up any time in praife of 
Monfieur de St. Evremond*s Works. He 

has 
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has long enjoy'd the approbation of the Pab« 
Ucky fo that from henceforth the Publick is 
concerned to )uftify its own Tafie and Judg<* 
ment in this matter. Tis fifty years fince 
the Writings of Monfteur de St. Evremond 
have been read and efteem'd : and thus if long 
Prefcription can fix the Merit, and anfwer 
for the Duration of Works, we have that of 
half an Age. This is already a pretty fa- 
vourable prejudice for the firft Pieces; and 
thofe which he composed afterwards, were 
yet more eil^emM. We may add, that, if 
under all thofe difadvantages we have been 
peaking of, the Works of Monfieur pE St. 
Evremond have met with ib many Appro- 
vers, there is no room to doubt of their be- 
ing abundantly more kindly received, as they 
now appear in far better plight. 

But after all, we are not fo far prejudiced 
in his favour, as to think that every thing he 
has written carries the fame force with it. 
Among the reft, there are fome pieces of 
Poetry wliich are worfe than indifferent: 
wherefore we were tempted to fupprefs fome 
of this kind, which he had composed in his 
youth ; but they having been already printed, 
we thought our felves obliged not to cancel 
them, left the Publick might imagine we Iiad 
fct up for Judges, and would needs decide a* 
bout the value and worth of every thing. 
As for fiich as were never printed, we have 
tts'd ^eater freedom. We were not willing 
to pt:A>liih all the trifles which he wrote in 
i hafle. 
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haftc, and which he would ndt take the trou- 
ble to corred 5 but only made the beft choice 
we could. I fbrefee that all Readers will 
not be equally touch'd with thofe Works. 
There is in fuch a Piece a fine Thought, a 
nice Raillery, which will efcape moft people. 
In order to be able to perceive this, it were 
requiiite to be exaftly informed about the 
Charafter of the Pcrfons with whom one coir- 
refponds 3 we fhould know certain Fads and 
certain Circumftances, whith give occafion to 
a Quibble or Banter, and which without that 
will appear moft infipid. This is unavoidable 
in Works which confift of Wit, The only 
way to remedy this inconvenience, would be 
to illuftrate every thing with good Notes : 
but befides that this would be an infinite la- 
bour, it is not always allowable to name 
perfons, efpecially if they are alive 5 and there 
are abundance of things which are not fit io 
be faid. We have only made an Effay of it 
upon two or three Pieces which regard M<4- 
RiN ^. I defire that they who have formerly 
read them, without finding any wit in them, 
may read them over again, and I promife my 
felf they will find quite another Spirit. By 
this they may judge of the reft 5 and if there 
be any paffages which they do not underft:and^ 
they will fufpend their judgment, and render 
at leaft this juftice to the Author, that he 
may have had in view another fcnfc than 
what prefcnts itfelf atrfirft fight, 

Since 

4 A famous Camefier. 
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Since I am infenfibly drawn in to defend 
Afonficur de St. Evremond, I fliall in few 
words anfwcr two Objedions which may be 
made againft his Works. The firft rcgatdi 
that odd Mcdly of ferious and comical, of 
grave matter and trifles. Would it not have 
been fufficient, fay certain auftere and diffi* 
cult pctfons, to have made a coUedion of 
all that is good and folid? Why was not 
every thing left out, that is not only ufelefs, 
but aifb waggifh ? Thole people, who would 
iiaVe us apply our felvcs only to ufeful Stu- 
dies, ought to confider, that our Author is 
not a Doftor who writes to inftrud and dog- 
matize, and that he is not a man ingag'd by 
by his profeffion to give the publick an account 
of his Time and Studies. He is a Gentleman, 
who having much leifurc, feeks how to pals 
away the time agreeably $ who writes fomc- 
times on one fubjcd, fometimcs on another, 
only for his own amufement 5 he is a man of 
wit, who propofes to divert himfelf, as well 
as a certain number of Gentlemen, with 
whom he converfes. It would moft certainly 
be unjuft to judge of him with too much 
rigour 5 and the injufticc would be yet grea- 
ter, to oblige thofe, who publifh his Works, 
to fupprefs all fuch as are purely diverting. 

The other Objeftion turns upon Monfieur 
DE St. Evremond's Stile. They fay, it is 
not always clear ; that th4e is fometimes ob- 
fcurity in it, and often affedation. You find 
in it, fay they, a too exaft and laboured mczr 

* b fijrc. 
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furc, and too frequent Antithcfes. I will not 
pretend to juftify Monficur De St. Evre- 
MOND in every thing ; but this I may fay, 
that his Thoughts were juft, and his Expret 
fion noble : his Turn is fine, his Didion pure, 
bold and equal. He will ever pafs for one 
of our beft Writers 5 and even his very Ncg-* 
ligenccs are happy. He knew them as well 
as any man, but he would not fcrupuloufly 
fubjeft himfelf to the Rules introduced by out 
modern Purifts- He complain d of the too 
great Exaftnefs of our Authors, who, by en- 
deavouring to polifli the French Language, 
robb'd it of all its Nervoufnels and Force. 
He could not bear thofe who write in a man-* 
ner always exaft, but too uniform $ and one 
of the advices he gave in order to write 
well, was to vary as much as polfible the 
conftrudion and turn of the Phrafe. But we 
have faid enough of the Works, 'tis time to 
fpcak of the Author. 

Charles de St. Denis, Lord of St. 
EvREMOND, was of a uoblc and antient Family 
in Lower Normandy. The true name of his 
Family was Marcquetel ' 5 but for a con- 
liderable time his Anceftors had taken that 
of St. Denis, from the Lordfliip of St. De- 
nis du Guali, in the Cotantin, betwixt St. 
Lo and Coutancc. 

The Baron of St. Denis, his Father, com- 
manded the ComAmy of the Gendarmes of 

^ Henry 

* The Author tfthe Mdangcs d'Hifioirc & dc Literature, mn* 
der tht Mmt p/Vignoil-IidarTill^/S^/i thutUvtiiiaoHidx^t^ik. 
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Menri^ de Bourbon, laft Duke cJf Mont- 
pcnfier. Governor of Normandy. He mar? 
ry'd N. of Rouville, Sifter to the Marquis 
DE Rouville, who was appointed Supcr- 
intendant of the Finances 5 and of this mar-* 
riage he had fix Sons, all well bred, and 
men of parts. Monfieur de St* Evremond, 
who was one of the younger Sons, furviv'd 
all his Brothers 5 and of that numerous Fa- 
mily, there are no Males left but the Dc- 
jfeendants of the eldcft Brother. The Mar- 
quis of St. Denis n^akes a confiderable Fi^ 
gure in Normandy at this day. 

Monfieur De St. Evremond was feht to 
Paris very young, to the College of Cler- 
mont, where he commenced his Studies 5 and 
after having gone thro' a Courfe of Philofo- 
phy, he went to Caen, wher« he ftudy'd 
Law. But his Genius not being tutn d that 
way, he was fent to the Academy, where he 
ftaid but a few months ; for he was fcarce 
fixtcen years of age, when he entered into 
the Service : he foon got a Company of 
Foot, and was at the firft Siege of Arras. 
Afterwards he was in the Horfe-fervice, and 
cnter'd into the Troop of Guards of the Duke ^ 
D'Anguien ^ He was at the Engagement of 
Friburg, and the year following at the Battle 
of Nortlingcn : he was then Lieutenant of 
the Guards to the Prince of Conde 5 and 
having been commande^with two Squadrons 

< Lewij II. laft Prince of Conde, 1»h§ VH$ enlN Dukc d* An* 
guiea in his lathefs l^o time, 

* ba to 
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to take poft on an Eminence, he fufFer'd f6 
great a fire ftom the Enemy, that alnioft his 
whole Troop was deftroy'd. He was woun- 
ded himfclf in the left Knee by the (hot of 
a Faulconet, and the Surgeons were in doubt 
for fix? weeks whether they fhould cut off 
his Thigh i but perceiving there were foinc 
hopes of cure, they dclay'd coming to that 
hard extremity, and perfcdly recover'd him-, 
after he had been under their hands for fc- 
Veral months. His Wound broke open again 
at London thirty years after, but was fb wcU 
cur'd, that he had no other inconveniency 
by it but a little wcaknefs in that Leg. 

He continud to ferve in Germany and 
Flanders under the Prince of Conde', and 
got the efteem and friendfhip of moft of the 
Generals. His Capacity appeared in the dif- 
ferent Pofts thro' which he pafs'd, and his 
Valour appcar'd oftner than once in the Field, 
as well as in Duels, where he always came 
oflp with abundance of honour. Befidcs, he 
diftinguifti'd himfclf from the common fort 
of Officers, by a more fine and polite way 
of thinking, by a juft and elegant manner of 
expreffion. Thofe qualities made him be ta* 
ken notice of and cfteem'd by Monfieur i>E 
TuRENNE, the old Marlhal D' Etrees, the 
Marfhal de Grammont, the Marfhal D'Ai^- 
BRET, and many other perfons of the firft 
rank. But his greateft friendlhips were with 
the Count de Grammont, the Count D'O- 
LONNE, the Duke of Candale, the Mar- 
fhal 
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(ibal DE Clerembaut, and the Marll^al db 
Chequi. This laft honour'd him with hi^ 
firiendlliip fo long as he liv'd, and gave him 
moft convincing proofs of it at a time, and 
ifi circumftances wherein it is rare to find 
true Friends. 

The jfirft years that Mopfieur de St. Evre- 
MOND was near the Pri^ace's pcrfon, he was 
very much in his favour. He was one of 
thofe with whom his Highnels lov'd to rc^ 
tire, and convcrfe familiarly i and he was 
often admitted even to be a Companion in 
the Prince's pleafures. The Prince difpatch'd 
him oftncr than once to Court about import 
tant affairs 5, nor muft I forget, that when he 
fent him in i ($46, to carry the news of the 
taking of Furnes to the Queen Mother, his 
Highnefs charged him tq wait on Cardinal 
Mazarin, to make the firft propofal to him 
of the Siege of Dunkirk, and to regulate with 
that Minifter whatever was necclTary for the 
execution of fo great a defign. Tho' this got 
him a figure in the Army, yet he could not 
refift the natural inclination he found in him- 
felf to difcovcr and take notice of mens weak 
fide i 9 talent which he exercis'd mucli after- 
wards. TheMarlhal of Clerembaut and he 
did make it their bufmefs to obfcrve the fen- 
timcnts and minuteft ^dions of the Prince y 
and tho' both of thgrn own'd they admired 
his great qualities, yet they did not keep 
meafures with him in their railleries, and per- 
haps did not always fliow him that refpe£t they 

* b 5 ought 
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ought to have done. This lafted feverd 
months 5 but they could not play their game 
fo cunningly as to hide it from the Prince. 
From the temper he w^ of, one may eaiily 
judge his refentment was more than ordinary, 
particularly againft Monfieur De St. Evre- 
MOND. In a ftiort time after, happened the 
imprifonment of the Princes, and the Civil 
Wars, and the Prince was forced to retire to 
the Low Countries. But after the Peace was 
made, his Highnefs was fo generous as to 
pardon him, and fhew'd much kindnefs to 
him when he faw him again at PariSv After 
this the Prince gave him affurances of hi$ 
Affcftion and Efteem, upon feveral occafions. 
After the taking of Dunkirk, he went to 
ferve in Catalonia. The Troubles happening 
the following years, he always kept firm to the 
King's party, and obtained a Marihal de Camp's; 
Commiflion, with a Warrant for a penfion of a 
thoufand Crowns"^. He had feveral Commands 
inGuienne during the Civil Wars, and no body 
was in greater credit than he with the Duke 
DE C ANDALE, who Commanded a fmall Army 
in that Province. The Troops were then 
paid very irregularly : the Officers had only 
Aflignmfnts upon the Towns and Commu*^ 
nities, and every one made the beft bargain 
he could. Monfieur de St. Evremond, who 
, knew how to njake the beft of all occur- 
rences, and being fuppoftpd by the intereft 

"> JVe have the OrigifMh both rf the CommiJJton apd WkrrM^t 
J/fUd from Comphgne tho i6th and ijth ofSeftemhr^ 16/1. 

of 
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of Moniieur Fouquet, who was very inti* 
% mate with hun, managed his Affairs very 
well in Guicnnc. He own'd himfclf, and of- 
ten made merry with it, that in two years 
and a half he had made fifty thoufand Livres 
good money in that places a ^recautiony 
faid he, which was 0/ great ufe to me all 
the reft of my life, 

A fliort time after that, he was ingag'd ia 
a v.cry troublcfbme affair. The Duke de 
Candale was very well with Cardinal Ma- 
ZARiN 5 and we may even fay, that this Mi^ 
nifter made all the advances, and that he 
omitted nothing in order to draw him in td 
his interefts. However, in the Accommoda- 
tion which the Province of Guicnne made, tht 
Duke followed meafures which were difplea- 
ilng to the Cardinal $ but he not daring to 
attack Monfieur de Candale direftly, thought 
his beft way was to mortify Monfieur de St. 
EvREMOND, who was accused of having had 
part in thofe counfels. Upon a very flight 
pretence j that is to fay, for fome Jefls hp 
made iat Table, in which Monfieur de St, 
EvREMOND had no more fharc than the reft 
of the Company i the Cardinal caus'd him 
to be put in the Baflile. After he had lain 
there above three months, he was fct at li^ 
berty 5 but the frightful Idea of the Baftilc 
never went out of his mind, and this Fright 
was the chief reafon that obliged him to depart 
France, as we fhall relate in the feq>ieL 

* b4. The 
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The Pyrcnean Treaty being then on £pqt> 
and the Plenipotentiaries of the tvp Crowii* 
come to the Congrcfs, Monfieur de St, 
EvREMOND went thither with feveral Per- 
fons of Quality. He was too able and top 
acute not to perceiye the game of Cardinal 
MAZARl[2sr and Don Lewis de Haro : tlv>fe 
two Minifters endeavour'd to trick one ano- 
ther, but at bottom tiiey were both equal- 
ly defirous of Peace, tho' they went upoq 
different motives. When Monfieur de St; 
EvREMOND left Paris, he had promifed to 
write to fome of his Friends, and give them 
an account of what pafs'd at the Confe- 
rence. Among thefe, there were a good 
many who defir'd the Continuation of the 
War 5 the Marfhal de Crequi was one of 
the firft of them, ajid fo Moijfteur de St. 
EvREMQND thought he ftiould oblige him by 
ridicuHpg the famous Treaty of the Pyrenees, 
which at that time was look'd upon as dif- 
advantageous for France. No qucftion but 
he exprels'd himfclf with too much freedom, 
or rathef rally'd the Prime Minifter top fe- 
ycrely in that Letter, which was the caulc 
of hi$ Di%race. This is what he own'd him- 
felf 5 but he could not forefee that this Let- 
ter fhould be made publick. We fhall fee 
prefently how this came alx>ut. 
: King Charles XL rcturn'd into England 
foon aftpr the Peace, and was complimented 
upon hfs happy Rcftpration by all, the JErince^ 
and States of Europe. The King of France 

diftin-: 
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^iflinguifli'd hinjfclf above all the reft, by fend- 
ing the Count de Soissons. This Embaffy 
was mod magnificent, both by the Rank of 
the Ambaflador, and the great Retinue of Per- 
fons of QuaUty who accompany'd him ; of 
which number was Monfieur de St. Evre- 
MOND. For the fpace of about fix months 
that he ftaid at London, bcfidcs having the 
honour of being particularly known to the 
King and the D^kc of York, he faw many 
Englifh Lord3 whom he had known in France, 
and made new acquaintance ; which was the 
reaibn of his fixing his abode in England af- 
terwards. 

Some time after his return to France, Car- 
dinal Mazarin died, and the ruin of Mon- 
ileur FouQjiET was refolv'd upon. The Rea- 
der will hardly be able to imagine how the 
Diigrace of Monfieur Fouqubt occafiond 
that of Monfieur de St. Evremond^ and 
therefore I defire I may be allowed to un- 
riddle this matter, which is underflood but 
by very few. The Court, the better to co- 
yer their defign, went to take a tour in An- 
jou, and from thence in Britany. Monfieur 
de St. Evremond went along with the Mar- 
ihal DE Clerembaut 5 and when he took 
his journey, he left a Box with Madam Du- 
PLESsis Belliere, in which there was fome 
ready Money, fome Notes, and all his Pa- 
pers. When Monfieur Fouquet was taken 
)ip, they were not fatisfy'd with feizing all 
jhc Papers he had at his houfe, J)ut they like- 
: *.: , . . ■: • wife 
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wife fccur'd the Papers of his Friends, apd 
of thofe with whom he had cntcr'd into the 
firideft tics. Madam Duplessis being Mon- 
Jieur DE Fouquet's particular Friend, her Pa- 
pers were alfo feiz'd ; and thus Monfieur de 
St. Evremond's Box was carry'd away with 
the Papers which were thought to belong to 
the Superintendant, There they found the 
Letter concerning the Peace of the Pyrenees, 
which till then had never been feen by any 
but the Marftials de Crequi and Clerem- 
BAUT 5 it was fhewn to the King, and no- 
thing was forgot that could irritate the mind 
of that Prince. It being an uncommon thing 
for Courts to intcreft themfelves in the Re- 
putation of a deceased Minifter, it will doubt- 
lefs be thought ftrange, that any perfdns (hould 
be found, who had the Memory of the Car- 
dinal fo much at heart, as to make a capital 
Crime of fome Railleries. But you muft 
know, that Mellieurs le Tellier and Col- 
bert, who raised themfelves upon the Ruins 
of Monfieur Fouquet, were the Creatures 
of his Eminence 5 and that both of them af- 
feding a pious acknowledgment and grati- 
tude for their Matter and Benefador, did re- 
prefcnt to the King, that this unmerciful ladl- 
ing of the prime Minifter, who had governed 
the State during his Minority, was attacking 
the Regency of the Queen his Mother, and 
turning the beginning of his Reign into ridi- 
cule. Thofe Infinuations had their effed; 
and Monfieur de St, Evremond being ad^ 

vertis'd 
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l^rtis'd in time of the bad impreflions which 
had been given of him, did, by the advice 
of his Friends, abfent liimielf. At firft he 
rctir'd into Normandy, to the houfc of one 
of his Relations i but not thinkii^ himfelf 
fafe there, he was oblig'd to change liis re- 
treat often. He went from one Province to 
another, always travelling by night, and ne- 
ver lodging but with Perfons who were of 
hi3 acquaintance. At laft being weary of that 
wandering life, and finding that the endea- 
vours of his Friends in his favour were ufe- 
lefs 5 but above all apprehending the Baftile> 
where he had ferv'd a very fevere apprentice* 
fliip fome years before, he refolv'd to depart 
France towards the end of the year i66i« 
He firft came to the Spanilh Low-Countries, 
and from thence to Holland, where he ftaid 
but a {hort time, and then came over to Eng- 
land, where he waited on King Charles II. 
who received him very gracioufly. He fbon 
liv'd in great familiarity with the Dukes of 
Buckingham andORMONO, the Earls of St. 
Albans and Arlington, my Lord Crofts, 
and fome other Lords : but above all, he liv'd 
in great friendfliip with my Lord D'AuBiGNr. 
He apply'd himfelf to Reading, nor did he 
negleft the Converfation of learned men. He 
came acquainted with Mr, Waller, one of 
the politeft men in England, with the famous 
Mr. HoBBES, Mr. Cowley, Dr. Isaac Vos* 
8IUS, and fcveral other learned men. 

I 

How 

i 
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How agreeably foeyer he fbcnt hi3 tiftic in 
England, yet he often thought of returning 
to his ov/n Country, and of being reftor'4 
to his former Pofts. In this view he wrotp 
to fuch of his Friends who had moft credit 
at the French Court, and omitted nothing in 
order to obtain leave to return. Buf finding 
the minds of the Miniftry inflexible, ht fell 
into a deep Melancholy, and into a Ibyt of 
a languiihing Diftemper. He was advis'd tp 
crofs the Sea, in order to divert his uneaiy 
Thoughts i and he was the more eafily per-^ 
fuaded to this, that the Plegue . began to 
rage at London, and the Court wa^ already 
refolv'd to remove- He went away in i 66 s, 
and came to Holland, where he recovered his 
health after fome months ftay in that Coun- 
try. There he was particularly acquainted 
with Penlionary de Wit, and the moft cpn- 
fidcrable perfons of the State. He was very 
intimate with the Marquis D'Estrades, the 
Baron de Lisola, and moft of the foreign 
Minifters at the Hague : But above all, he us'4 
to wait on the Prince of Orange, who tho' 
he was divefted of the Pofts which his An- 
ceftors en joy 'd, and reduced in a manner to a 
private Station, yet gave figns, at thofe years, 
of an extraordinary Genius, of that warlike 
Temper, and that noble Ambition, which h^ 
afterwards made appear in the whole cpurfc Qf 
his life. 

The Treaty of Breda begari a* little ?tftct; : 
Monfieur de St. Evremond went thither to 

fpcnd 
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Iperid fomc months, and was acquainted with 
almoft all the Plenipotentiaries. From thence 
he took a tour to BtufTels^ and then returned 
td the Hague. The Prince of Tuscany •, 
who travelled iricognitdy call'd there in his 
way to England. There was a Houfe hir'd for 
him, which wis the very fame wheite Monf- 
fieur D£ St. Evaemond lodg'd. He made 
ready to remove, as well as the reft who had 
Apartttients in it 5 biit the Prince fent him 
word, it was his dcflre he would continue ih 
it. AH the while his Highnefs was at the 
Hague^ Monfieur de St. EvrAmond duly paid 
his court to him, and had the honour com- 
monly to eat at his table. From that time 
the Great Duke ftill entertain^ much efteem 
and favour for him, and gave him afluranccs 
thereof, both by very obliging Letters and Pre- 
ients, which his Royal Highnefs fent him from 
time to time. 

Monfieur de St. Evremond had been a- 
bovc four years in Holland, when Sir Wil- 
liam Temple told him, from K. Charles II. 
that his Majefty dcfir'd he would return to 
England. He came with all (peed to Lon- 
don, where the King received him with ex- 
traordinary goodnefs, and fettled a Penfion 
upon him of three hundred Pounds Sterling, 
which was always duly paid. He had fuftain'd 
a great lofs by the Death of my Lord D'Au- 
BiGNY 5 but he recovered a great many old 
Friends, and was foon brought acquainted 

with 
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with the young Courtiers* Reading and the 
Converfation of polite perfons was all his bu- 
fincfs 5 and we may aiHrm, that he liv'd as a- 
greeably, as a Stranger and an Exile could 
wifh. But what contributed moft to the com^ 
fort and fweetnefs of his life, was the arri- 
val of the Dutchefs of Mazarin in England- 
Then all his divided Cares were united in one, 
and all his Application was terminated in Co 
extraordinary a Perfon. He became one of her 
moft zealous and mofl: conftant Admirers: 
(he was the Subjed of his fineft Performances 
in all the kinds of writing. In a thoufand 
places of his Works he has celebrated her in- 
comparable Beauty, the Agreeablenels of her 
Wit, and the Charms of her Converfation : 
but all his Encomiums are far ftiort of 
what was due to her Merib. And to tell the 
truth, I know not which of them was moft 
indebted to the other. Madam Mazarin 
to her Panegyrift, for having difplay'd to 
all the world her rare and admirable Qua- 
lities 5 or Monfieur de St. Evremond to Ma- 
dam Mazarin, for furnifhing him occaftons 
of writing a thoufand things, which will al- 
ways be much to his honour^ in the opinion 
of people of a delicate and fine taftow He 
found at her Houfe whatever was moft ho- 
nourable and polite in England, and what- 
ever was moft remarkable among foreign Mi- 
nifters : he found thofe whom the Charms of 
Madam Mazarin, and thofe whom the Free- 
dom of her Houfe did ordinarily draw thither. 

But 
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But what he cftecm^d above all the reft, was, 
that he faw Madam M azarik every day 5 and 
that was his chief bufinefs. If time, which 
deftroys the greateft and moft beautiful things, 
which effaces even Names and Titles, could 
make us forget the Beauty, Rank and Fortune 
of HoRTENSiA Mancini, theWotks of Mon- 
ficur DE St. Evremond would eftablifti Im- 
mortality to her. Her Name and Titles arc 
better fecur'd, than if they had been engra- 
ven on Marble and Brafs. The Reader will 
pardon what I have been faying of Madam 
M AZARIN. She had fo large a fharc in the 
Writings which Monficur de St. Evremond 
composed in England, that I could not avoid 
inlarging upon that matter, nor was it poffi-' 
ble to think of fo accomplifh'd a perlbn, with- 
out lamenting her Lofs. 

When Monfieur Colbert de Croissi was 
AmbafTador in Englandy he us'd his endea- 
vours to have Monfieur de St. Evremond 
recaird. He wrote feveral times to Monfieur 
Colbert his Brother, and prefs'd him to ex- 
plain himfelf on that head. Monfieur Col- 
bert promised he would make no oppofition, 
in cafe any one would take upon him to fpeak 
of it to the King 5 but he (aid he could not 
aft diredly in an Affair in which he was in 
feme fort a Party. And fo this attempt fucr 
cceded no better than former ones had done. 

After the Death of King Charles II. 
the Earl of Sunderland, who was Secretary 
of State, and Prcfidcnt of the Council, pro- 
posed 
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pos'd to King James to create a new Place 
forMonfieur de St. Evremond : this was a fort 
of Secretaryfhip to the Cabinet i for it was 
defign'd he (hould write the King's private Let- 
ters to foreign Princes. Monfieur de St, Evre- 
mond excus'd his not accepting fuch an Im- 
ploy, by alledging it was not proper for a 
man of his age. He begg'd my Lord Sunder- 
i«AND to return his moft humble Acknowledge 
ments to the King, and to tell his Majefty, 
that after feventy years of age that he had 
liv'd, it was fit he fhould enjoy the fmall re- 
mainder of his Life, and entirely throw up 
all Bufinefs. 

The Revolution, which happened in the end 
of the Year 1688, and which produced anew 
face of Affairs in England, was fo far from 
hurting Monfieur de St. Evremond, that it 
was much to his advantage. He went to pay 
his refpeds to the Prince of Orange, as foon 
^s he was arrived at London, and was received 
by him with abundance of diftindion. When 
that Prince was rais'd to the Throne, he fliow'd 
him marks of his Goodnefs on ail manner of 
occafions, which were often attended with fo- 
lid Favours. When his Majefty was entertain d 
at any great man's Houfc, he very often named 
him for one of the Guefts, and was extremely 
pleasd with his converfation. Being affur'd 
of the proteftion and good- will of the new 
King, he thought of nothing but of ending his 
days peaceably in England, when it was told 
him^ he had leave to return to France. It 

was 
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J was before the Declaration of War in 1689, 
that the Count de Grammont acquainted him 
with this by order of the Miniftry, Several 
of his Friends did ibllicitc him, at the fame 
time, to come to Parisi and made him very 
obliging offers : but whether his extreme paf- 
fion to return was abated thro Age, or whe- 
tlier he was fatisfy'd with tiiat kind of Life, 
and with the Society which he had chofen 5 
he anfwer'd the Count de Grammont, that 
he was too old to be tranfplantcd from one 
Country to another : that befides, he lov'd 
better to continue at London out of choice, 
where he was known to all the better fort, 
where People were accuftom'd to his Wen 
and his white Hair, his Behaviour and Temper 
of Mind ^ than to return to France, wiiereiic 
had loft all his Acquaintance, where he fhould 
be like a Stranger, and fcarce know any other 
Courtier but the Count de Grammont him- 
fclf; 

The reft of Monfieur de St. Evremond's 
Life was too equal, and too much of a piece, 
to detain us long. It is fufficicnt to fay. That 
he liv'd at London like a Philofopher. Read-, 
ing and Converfation were more than ever 
his chief bufinefs, and the reft of his time was 
impIoyM in compofing Kttlc Pieces for his own 
Amufement, and that of a certain number of 
perfons who met every day at Madam Ma- 
zarines. The Death of this Lady touched him 
to the quick, and fometimes he could not, 
name her without Ihedding tears. Upon this 
occafion fome of his Friends rcnew'd their 

Vol. III. * c Sol^ 
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SoUicitations, and prefs'd him to leave Ettg-' 
land i but he continu d firm in his firft Rc- 
folution. 1 

He cnjoy'd to the laft a found Judgment, 
a happy Memory, and as perfeft Health as one 
could have wifh'd at his age. Eight or ten 
months before his Death, he began to complain 
of a difficulty in making water, which was 
occallon d by an Ulcer in his Bladder. This 
Diftemper grew upon him infenfibly, and pro- 
duc'd ftiarp pains and watchings, which wea- 
kened him, and at laft took away his appetite, 
which till then had been always very good. 
Finding himfclf paft recovery, he made a Will, 
and difpos'dof the little which he had, to his 
Domefticks and fome of his Friends. He died 
on the Tvth of September 1703, being in his 
fenfes to the laft, and fpoke as long as he could 
be underftood. His age was never exaftly 
known 5 but by the moft juft calculation that 
CQuld be made of it, he could not be left 
than ninety two years of Age. He was buried 
inWcftminfter-Abby,near the Learned Casau- 
BON, Cambden, Barrow i and the Poets 
Chaucer, Spencer, Cowley, &c. His 
Friends took care to have his Bufto made by 
an able Sculptor : it is plac'd above the In- 
fcription that contains his Epitaph, which is en- 
graven on white Marble, and which the Reader 
will find at the end of this Preface. 

Before we conclude this Preface, let us 
fay fomething of his Perfori and Charafter. 
Monfieur de St. Evremond was of a tall 
proper ftaturc, and a good fhape 5 and having 

per- 
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performed his Exercifcs well in his youth, he 
preierv'd a natural and eafy Gait at a very old 
age. His Eyes were blue, lively and full of 
i|re, his Look ingenious, and his Smile arch* 
He had fine black Hair s and tho it was be* 
come perfeftly white, and but very little re- 
mained, yet he Would never take a Perriwig^ 
but contented himfelf with a Calot. Above 
twenty years before his death, there arofe a 
Wen above the upper part of his Nofe, which 
grew, to a coniiderable bignefs, but did not 
much disfigure him ; at leaft thofe who were 
us'd to fee him, were not much offended at 
the fight of it. 

His Convcrfation was jovial and eafy, his 
Repartees fmart and biting, his Manners obli- 
ging and polite : in one word, we may fay of 
him, that in every thing he look'd like a Man 
of Quality . Being a rigid obferver of the Rule$ 
of Civility, he never faii'd to return a Viflt $ 
but it was always without that affedation of 
Ceremony, which fpoils the fw^ctnefs and 
agreeablcnefs of Correljpondence, 

He was not a man of great Learning, but 
what he had read, he underftood thorowly. In 
reading he was more concern'd to &ndy the 
Genius and Charader of an Author, than to 
burden his memory with pompous, and of- 
tentimes ulelefs Learning* 

He wrote with cafe 5 and tho his Stile feems 
to be laboured and fludy'd, yet he had acquired 
fo great a habit of writing, that it coft him 
no pains. However, we are not tq imagine, 

bcwufc of this, that he never correftcd W& 

g ^ Works% 
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Works. On the contrary, after a certain time 
he revis'd them, added to them, and fomc- 
times cmtail'd them : but very often he was 
more lucky in iiis firft thought than he was 
in his corredions. 

Altho every body agrees that his Poetry is 
much fliort of his Prbfe, yet he did not always 
judge of it as the Publick did. And we may 
even fay, that he was a little too much pre? 
fudic'd in favour of his Verfes s othcrwife he 
made them with a great deal of facility- He 
was a paffionate lover of Mufick, and under- 
ftood it fo well, as to be able to compofe 
Tunej. He prick'd the Confort of Chelfey^y 
a Prologue in Mujicky and feveral other Pieces, 
which you will find among his Poems. 'Tis 
true, that as to Overtures, Thor<>w-Baic, Chor 
rus's, and the whole Symphony, he left them 
to be compos'd by fome able Mufician. Being 
a great admirer of a fine Voice, and yet more 
of Inftruments when they were well play'd 
upon, he never mifs'd any Confort or Di^ 
verfion of that kind. 

All the while he ferv'd in the Army, he was 
very careful to perform all the Duties of a 
good officer 5 and out of it he was a lover of 
Plearurc, a good Companion, and a lover of 
Good Cheer. The Count D'Olonne, the Mar- 
quifs DE BoiSDAUPHiN, and he, were cali'd ks 
f^oteaux, &e. becaufe they would needs re- 
fine upon the tafte and delicacy of the Table. 
In foreign Countries he always lov'd Good 
fcheer, and when all otlier Paflions left him, 
|his acfompany'd him to his very Tomb. 

Ml 
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Altho he was naturally inclin'd to Satire, or 
rather to a fine Raillery, or an ingenious Irony f 
yet his Politcnefe, and his Knowledge of the 
World, made him very circumfped and re- 
ferv'd. In his old days he afFeded to praife 
and commend every thing, and even to ap- 
plaud too highly Favourites and people in pla- 
ces- This was rather an cfFed of Fear and 
Diftruft, the ordinary Companions of old Age, 
than a change of his Temper and Inclination. 
He has exprefs'd this Difpoiition in thofe four 
Verfcs : 

My tafte of Satire is no morej 
And I malicious Traife give oer : 
But when with truth I can commend^ 
^Tis pleafant phen to fleafe a Friend. 

He not only liv'd to a very old Age, but du- 
ring the whole courfe of his Life cnjoy'd ^ 
firm and vigorous Health. He preferv'd to the 
laft ^ gay facetious Humour, which had nothing 
of auft^renefs in it, nor none of the peevifh- 
nels of old Age. He lov'd the company of 
young people, ^d was touch'd with all their 
]?leafures. The Divcrfions he was not in a 
condition to enjoy, made a lively and agree- 
able impreilion on his mind, and he lov'd 
\o hear them talk'd of. 

He was naturally flovenly, which was oc- 
cafion'd chiefly by his having Dogs, Cats, and 
all forts of Animals always with him* He 
Ws'd to fay, that in order to divert the un- 
cafmeffes of old Age, it was neceffary always 
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to have before one's eyes fomething alive and 
animated. 

He brought from France all the Money he 
could recover, leaving fome Bills with the 
Marefchal de Crequi, who fettled a pcnfion 
for Life on him for them of 200 Crowns. 
When he went the fccond time from Hol- 
land over to England, he gave 500/. fterling 
to the Duke of Montague, who in lieu 
thereof fettled an Annuity upon him of 1 00 /, 
fer annum during Life. This, together with 
what he received from Normandy, and the Gra- 
tifications which he had from K. Charles II. 
and K. William III. fupplyM him with the 
neceffaries and conveniences of Life. 

This is fufficient to give you an Idea of 
Monfieur de St. Evremond i if there are any 
ftrokes wanting to his Pifture, you may fee 
that he drew himfelf : he concludes it with 
thefe Verfcs, which inform us wherein con* 
Jifted his Religion : 

Jujiice and Charity fupply the place 

Of rigid. TenancCy and a formal face ; 

His Tietyy without inflieied Tains ^ 

Flows eajy, andAufierity difdains. 

God only is the objeB of his care, 

Whofe Goodnefs leaves no room for black 
defpair : 

Within the bofom of his TrovidertcCy 

He places his Repofe^ his Blifs^ and 
fure ^efeme, 

Luadon, April i> ^i;^S\ 
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a F M. D E 

SAINT-EVREMOND. 

CArolus de Saint Denis, Dns de Saint Evrcmond, 
Nobili genere in Normannia ortus, 
A prima juventute 
Militias nomen dedit i 
Et per varia munera 
Ad caftrorum Marefcalli gradum eveftus, 
Condaeo, Turennio 
Aliifque daris belli Ducibus 
Fidem fuani & fortitudinem 

Non femel probavit. 
Reliifla patria Hollandiam, 
Deinde a Carolo II. accitus, Angliam 

Venit. 
Philoibphiam & humaniores Litteras 
Feliciter excoluit : 
Gallicam Linguam 
Cum foluta, tum numeris aftrifta Oratione 
Expolivit, adomavit, locuplctavit. 
Apud potenti£C Angliat Reges benevojcntiam & (avorem: 
Apud Regni procercs gratiam & familiaritatem : 
Apud omnes laudem & applaufum 

Meruit, 

Nonaginta Annis major obiit 

Die IX Septembris M DCCHI, 

Viro Qariffimo 
Inter prseftantiores 
^vi fui Scriptores, 
Semper memorando 

Amici moerentes, 
P. P. 
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tl Should dlfparage the Birth of Marc- 
el fchal DE TuREjfNE, if I pretended 
H to inform the Publick of a Family 
■ fo illuftrious and lb remarkable ail 
R over Europe, as his was* I fliall 

not amufe myfelf with drawing all 

the lineaments of his Face i the Charaftrers of weat 
Men have nothing in common with the Portraitures 
of fair Ladies: but I may fay in genera], that thete 
Was in him fomething auguft and agreeable ; Ibme- 
thing in his Countenance wliich difcovered I don't 
know what Greatriefs in his Spul, and in his Ge* 
nius. One might have perceived, by looking On 
him, that nature had, by a particular difpofiticin, 
; fram'd him for doing every thing that he did, 
I Being the off-fprlng of a Father in fo much Aii* 
Khoricy arftong the Proteftants, as the Duke vs 
iBooiLLONWaSjhehad from him his fentimehtBabi>ut 
Vol. III. A Religion, 
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Religion, without an indifcreet zeal for his oWrt, 
and Without an averfion againft that of others ; be* 
ing guarded againft a fecret delufion, which maktt 
us believe we have Charity for our neighbour, where 
*tis nothing but an excels of complailance for our 
own Opinion. As there is nothing mean in the 
Pofts of the Army, he went thro* the very loweft, 
and the middle ones, and was always thought wor- 
thy of greater ones than he had : and though he 
was ever diftinguilhed by his Biith, yet the diftinc- 
tion of his Services alone, raifed him by degrees to 
the Command of Armies ; and without exaggera- 
ting the matter, we may fay that no man ever owed 
fo much to his dwn Merit, and fo little to Fortune in 
arriving at the Employments to which he was railed 

I Ihall not take up much time in giving an ac* 
count of his Aftions, but confine myfelf to fome 
Particulars but little known, which will contri- 
bute towards forming his Charaften All the while 
he ferv'd with the Prince of Conde' in Germany, 
his H^hnefs gave him the chief Glory of all that 
was done in that Country •, and he carried the 
cfteem he had. for him fo far, that in difcourfing^ 
with a certain perfon of all the Generals of hS 
time, If I was to be changed, faid he, I would be 
changed into Monfteur de Turenne ; and be is the 
only man who could make me wijh for a change. You 
cannot imagine with what care the Prince appli- 
ed himfelf to obferve him, with a defign to reap 
benefit not only fi-om his Aftions, but likewife 
from his Difcourfes. 

I remember he afk'd him one day, What Con-' 
du£l be would obferve in the war of Flanders. *^ Thfl 
*' bcft way, anfwered Monfteur de Turenne, 
** is to make few Sieges, and give many Battels 
*« When you have once made your Army fuperio5 
*« to that of the Enemy, by the • number aiM 
•* goodnefs of your Troops, (which you have ver 

« ncai 
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^' near done already by die Batde of Rocroi ; ) 
*' when you are become mafter of die open ooun-' 
" try, villages will be of as much fervice as die 
*< fortified towns : but it is thought much more 
" honourable to take a Fortrels, than to co^uer 
" a Province with eafe. If the King of Spain had 
" laid out fo much in forming Armies as it coft 
" him in men and money to make Sieges, and 
" fortify places -, he would, by this time, be the 
" moft potent King upon earth." 

Monfieur de Tu rennets firft Maxim in War,' 
was that which is attributed to Cesar, Tbaf we 
ought to reckon we have done nothings fo long as any 
thing remains to be done. Scarce had Phuipsburg 
capitulated, but he march'd away with his Troops 
to fall upon the fmall Body, commanded by Sa- 
vELLi and CoLOREDO : he fell lipon them, de-; 
feated them, march'd to Spire, Wormsj and 
Mentz, which yielded to him ; and all this was 
done in fix or feven days. He look'd more to the 
Cbniequ^ces of Adions, than to the Adtions them- 
felves : he valued a General more who preferved 
a Country after lofing a Battel, than one who had 
gain'd a Batde, and did not underftand how to 
make an advantage of it. 

Let us now c6me to bur Civil Wah; *Twas 
there that Monfieur de Turenne was beft known, 
by being moft exposed to the obfervation of the 
Courtiers, 'Tis well known, he fav^d the Court 
at Gergeau, and that he prevented its falling into 
the Princess hands at Gien. He preferv'd the State, 
when every body thought it was lofl: ; he aug- 
mented the glory and grandeur of it, at a time 
when people durfl fcarce hope for its prdervation^ 

But one of the moft Gonfidcrable fervices Mon- 
fieur DE Turenne did, was doubdels that Which 
he did at Gien. The Coiirt tiiought they were in 
the utiAoft fafety in that place,' when the Princchad 

A % ^eiiftird 
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ventured to pafs through the greateft part of th6 
Kingdom with fix perfons only, in order to come 
and join the Dukes of Beaufort and Nemours i 
when the Prince had no fooner join'd them, but he 
march'd up to the Marefchal d'Hocc^uincourt, 
and faUing into the middle of his Quarters, carried 
them all away, one after another. You cannot 
imagine the confternation the 0)urt was in at this 
unfortunate news. They durft neither abide in that 
town, nor go away from it, not being able to think 
of a place where they could be in any fafety. All 
their hopes were placed in Monfieur de Turenne, 
who was reduced to a very great perplexity. Never y 
faid he afterwards, didfo many frightful profpeSls pre-- 
fent themfelves to any man^s imaginatmiy as did then 
appear to mine. I had not been long in good terms 
Kvith the Courts and received the Command of the 
Army^ which was to fecure it from danger. Let one 
have ever fo little efteem or merits one is fur e to meet 
with enemies and envious people \^I was not without 
fome of that forty who gave out every where^ that I 
hadfiill afecret correfpondence with the Prince. "Tts 
trucy the Cardinal did not believe this ; but perhaps 
he might have entertained the fufpicion that others did, 
on the very fir ft misfortune that fhould have happen d 
to me. Befidesy I knew Monfieur d'Hocquin- 
COURT would not fail to fay , that I had exps^dhim, 
and notfuccour'd him. All thefe thoughts were very 
qffliaing ; but the greateft evil of all was, that the 
Prince came up with me when he was moft powerful 
and victorious. 

In this wretched condition which Monfieur de 
TuRENNE defcribes himfelf, he affembled his troops 
as well as he could and marched, more by conjedhire, 
than certainty, towards that part where he thought 
the Prince might come. The Night was extremely 
dark, and he had no other guides but deferters, who 
were more likely to frighten his troops, than to con- 

dudt 
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duft them. In the morning he luckily found himi' 
fdf at the head of a defile, which the Prince muft 
neceflarily pals, before he could go to Gien. Mon- 
fieur DE Navailles propoa'd to throw thelnfentry 
into a wood which bordered on the defile : Mon- 
fieur DE TuRENNE rejected the propofition, as well 
knowii^ that the Enemy, who were fuperior in 
ftrength, would have beat them out of it, and that 
in the diforder to which they ihould be reduced, he 
Hiould be obliged to retire zq Gien only with the 
Cavalry. The courfe which he took, was to place 
all his troops in a Line, and remove them five or 
fix hundred paces fi-om the defile. The Prince be- 
lieving that he retired in good eameft, caufed four- 
teen fijuadrons to pafs the defile, who were to be 
followed by the whple Army : then Monfieur d e 
TuRENNE t;uming upon them with all his troops, 
chatg'd and broke thofe fquadrons, and made them 
repafe the defile with incredible diforder. The Prince 
feeing him in this pofture, believed the paf&ge of 
the defile to. be imprafticable, as it really was ; and 
the reft of the day was fpent only in cannonading 
one another. Monneur d e Tu r e n n e receiving an 
additional ftrength from the remains of Monfieur 
D* Hocquincourt's Army, and fome other frefh 
troops, retired in the evenii^ to Gien, where he re- 
ceived the fincere applaufes which are given by a 
Court, that is not yet perfeftly heartened after the 
danger it has been in. 

A particular detail of his Services, would make 
the Character become languid ; and therefore one 
inftance fhall ferve for all. He found the. Court fo 
much abandoned, that no City would receive it: 
the iParliaments had declared againft it ; and the 
people, prepoffefs'd with a falfe opinion of the pub- 
Eck good, blindly followed their Declarations. The 
Puke of Of^LiQANS was at the head of the Parlia- 
CPicAts 5 the Prince at that pf the Troops ; Fuei:c- 
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SALDAGNE was advanced as far as Chaiiny with 
twenty thoufand men ; and the Duke de Lorraine 
was not far diftant from him. Such was the condi- 
tion of this unhappy Court, when Monfieur de 
TuRENNE, after fome fieges and battles, an ac- 
count of which I leave to die Hiftorians, brought 
it back againft its will to Paris ; where the King was 
no fooner come, but his reftoration in the Capital, 
made his authority to be acknowledged all over the 
Kingdom. The fafety of the King being fufficiently 
confirmed within ; Monfieur de Turenne made 
his power to be felt without, and reduc'd Spain to 
fue for a Peace, which was her prefervation ; fhe 
not being able to continue a \var, which muft have 
prov'd her ruin. 

From the Exploits of Monfieur Turenne, let us. 
return to a more particular obfervation of his Con- 
<iu6t, his Accomplifliments, and his Genius. When 
he had good fuccefs, he pufh*d the advantages as 
far as they could well be carried : when he had bad 
fuccels, he found out all the remedies that could be 
found out by any one. He always preferred Ibli- 
dity to a blaze ; was always lefs aflFeded with the 
glory that accrued to his great aftions, than with 
the advantage which the State reaped from them. 
The good fuccefs of Affairs was what he had mofl: 
at heart : he was known to bear with the ill offices 
of thofe that envied him, the wrongs of his enemies, 
the difcontents of thofe whom he ferved, in order 
to perforin real fervice. Being modeft in the moft 
glorious e^^loits he ever did, he made the Minifters^ 
imperious, with him, through the advantage they 
drew from what he had done. Severe to himfelf, m 
reckon'd all his misfortunes as errors ; indulgent to 
fuch as made a flip, he made their niiftakes to pals 
for misfortunes. 

It feems, he attributed too little to Fortune, as 
to the fuccefs of Events s and being willing to con- 
vince 
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vince him by his own example, of the power that 
it has on certain occafions, one faid to him, That 
be bad perhaps never behaved bimfelf better than at 
Mariandal and Rbetel ; and that he bad loft tbofe two 
b attles^ by bavin^ad ill fortune. " I am well enough 
" iatisfied with my klf{anfiver*d he) in the A6iion ; 
<* but if I fhoula do juftice on my fclf fomewhat 
*< fcverely , I would fay thsit the affair of Mariandal 
** happened, for having yielded unfeafonably to the 
« importunity of the Germans, who demanded 
« Winter-quarters ; and that that of Rhetel fell out, 
« by having trufted too much to the Governor's Let- 
<« ter, who jM'omifcd to hold out four days, that 
" very day he furrender*d : ** and he addea, fThen 
a man boafts that he has been guilty of no errors in 
warf be convinces me that be has not made war long^ 
He always remembred the importunity of Rofen, 
in beting Winter-quarters, and his too eafy com- 
pliance in granting it. This refleftion made him 
alter his conduft with regard to the Officers ; he 
continued his wonted good treatment of them, but 
he would never after fuffer himfelf to be over-rulecj 
by them in the fervice. 

The firft difficulty he got rid of, was that of the 
difputes that happened in the Infantry : this old cu- 
ftom, founded upon an appearance of honour, was 
Z fort of r%ht which all the corps were refolved tq 
maintain : the oppofidon was great, but the Gene- 
ral gain'd his point, and Puysegur, the moft in- 
telligent, and the greateft ftickler for rank among 
flie Officers ; Puysegur, I fay, who was an enemy 
to all Generals whom he did not govern, was ob^ 
liged to fell his Regiment, and retire to his own, 
houfe, with his troublefome capacity. The ordinary 
roll of Officers in detachments, their rank in the 
wder of Battle, were no longer obferved. This 
was feen at the Battle of Dunkirk, where Monfieur 
•PE. TwRSNNE pitch'd upon the Marquia D E Crequi 
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to command the wing oppofitc to the Prince, without 
apy regaixi to the priority of the Lieutenant-Generals, 

After having changed thofe old Cuftoms, he 
changed, to Ipeak fo, the Genius of Nations ; he 
made Foreigners take up an Adtivity which was 
not natural to them •, he made the French throw 
off that Lightnefs and Impatience which had been 
always natural to that Nation j he made them 
beai* fatigue without murmuring ; he made Cour- 
tiers who ferv'd in the Army, forget the Court, as 
if there had been no other Trade but that of War, 
This was the Condudt of Monfieur dj: Turei^ne, 
with regard to the Officers -, let us fee what was 
his Behaviour towards Cardinal Mazarin, 

At the time when the Cardinal was the moft 
unfortunate ; when his Friends fought pretexts to 
defert him, and his Enemies occafions to ruin 
him, Monlieur de Turenne paid him the fame 
deference, the fame refpeft he had done when 
Fortune fmil'd moft upon him. When his Emi- 
nency had recovered his Power, and reigned ra- 
ther dian governed, he obferved greater flate to- 
wards him than he had done in h^s misfortunes. 
He was the firft who ventured to make his court to 
the King ; all the perfons of note making their 
applications entirely to the Cardinal. He foUicited 
for no Favours, and the Advantages he obtained, 
appeared to be the effefts of his Services to the 
State, without any dependance upon the Miniftry. 

Never were the Virtues of private Perfons fo well 
united with the Qualities of Heroes, as in the perfon 
of Monfieur de Turenne. He waseafy of Accefs, 
delicate in Converfat:ion, and faithful in Friendihip. 
He was accufed of not having uled lus interefl: 
enough at Court for his Friends ; but he did not 
make advantage of that interefl even in his own 
behalf: a fecret Pride hindering him from asking 
what he was not fure to obtain j he did by himT 

fell 
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felf all the kind and obliging things he could do, 
Tliere is nothing more common than to think our 
Friends have more intereft than they leaUy have, 
and that we are entitled to more than is our due. 

Monfieur d£ Turenne was not incapable of 
loving ; his Virtue was not of that rough and diy 
kind, which is not fweetned by any tender Sena* 
ment. He lov'd more than he tho\^ht he did, 
hiding as much as pofliblC) a Paflion which others 
might eafily difcover. 

If Singularities are a fort of failings in Society, 
Monfieur de Turenne had two, which but few 
people arc chaiged with *, a too great Qifintereftedr 
nels, when a Ipirit of Intereft reigned univerfally ; 
and too pure a Probity, when Corruption generaily 
prevailed. 

His changing his Reli^on, touch'd all the Pro- 
teftants very fenfibly : they who knew him, did 
not attribute it either to Ambition or Intereft. He 
ever lov*d to talk of Religion, particularly with my 
Lord d'Aubigny, and was wont to fay. That the 
DoSlrine of the Reformed was foundefty hut that they 
ought not to have feparated from the Roman-Catbolicks^ 
in order to engage them to em}?race their Religion infen^ 
Jibly. " When one owns, he was in the wrong to fepa- 
^* rate from a. Church, replied my Lord v^AvBiovtr^ 
*« one is in a ^ir way to return to it again ; and if I 
" furvive Madam de Turenne, I Ihall fee you in 
^« ours." Monfieur de Turenne fmil'd ; but that 
fmile did not fufficiendy difcover, whether he laugh'd 
at my Lord d*Aubigny's predi6lion, or approved 
it. In both Religions, he always adted for the beft : 
when he was a Huguenot, he did nothing contrary 
to the intereft of the Catholicks •, and when he be- 
came a Convert, he had no zeal that was prejudi- 
ce to the fafety of the Huguenots. Confidering the 
deference the King had for his great fcnfe, *tis likely 
enough he would haye complied with it ^ and that 
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the Reformed Minifters fliould have no reaf<Hi to 
complain of their ruin, nor the Catholick Clergy 
ID rtpent of their zeal. 

Tney who followed him in his laft Campa^ns, 
£ty that his Valour was more quick and lively than 
in the preceding ones ; diat he was more adven- 
turous in undertaking and engaging than formerly. 
A Cannon-Ball put an end to fo glorious a LJfc % a 
defirable Death (fince we muft die) to fo great a 
Man. His lofs was lamented by all the French, 
and regretted by all indifferent People ; his Perfon 
was praifed by his Enemies, and his Virtue admired 
by aJl the World. The King, whom he had ferved 
fo well, would needs have lum interr*d at St. Denis 
among the Ki(u;s his predecefTors, as thinking he 
was as much ob^ged to him who had preferved lus 
Kingd(»n, as thofe who left it to him. 
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A PARALLEL 

BETWEEN THE 

PRINCE OF CONDF 

AND 

M. DE TURENNE, 

As U what relates tei Wat. 

YO U will find in the Prince of Co,NDE',ftrcngdi 
of Genius, heighth of Courage, a quick, di- 
ftinft, and ready Judgment, Monfieur de Tuf 
RENNB has the advantages of cool Blood, great 
Capacity, long Experience, and confirmed Valour. 

The former is never at a lofs in Council, never 
irrefolute in his Defigns, nor embarafs'd in his Or- 
ders, always taking his meafiu-es better than any man 
in the World : the latter forms a Plan of his con- 
du6t in the War, dilpofes every thiig to the beft ad- 
vantage, and manages them with a dexterity equally 
removed fi-om Slownefs and Precipitation, 

The Aftivity of the former, carries him fiu-ther 

than is neceffary, to the end he may not omit any 

thing that may be of ufe : the latter is as aftive as 

he ought to be, forgets nothing that is of ufe, and 

does nothing that is fuperfluous ; being mafter of 

Fatigue and Reft, endeavours to ruin the enemy's 

^umy, and ftudies the prefefvation of his own* 

The 
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The Prince is fevere in Command, is equally 
fcar'd and eftecm'd : Monfieur de Turenn^ is 
more indulgent, and obey *d not fo much from Ae 
Authority he takes, as from the Veneration that the 
Ibldiers have for him. 

The Piince is mprc agreeable to thofe who know 
how to pleafe him, and more vexatious to thofe 
who difpleafe him ; more fevere when perfbns fail 
of their Duty, and more fenfibly affefted when they 
have done well. Monfieur de Turenne, who is 
better compofed, eiccufes Faults by reckonir^ them 
Misfortunes, and often reduces the greateft Merit to 
the fimple praife of having done one's duty well : 
Satisfied with the fervice that is done him, he is not 
always pleafed with the value that peopk fct upc^ 
themfelves; and improving with pleafure the merit 
of the moft fubmiflive, he looks with dilpleafure on 
thofe induftrious perfons who endeavour to gain a 
reputation under him, and to be raifed by the 
Miniftry, 

The Prince animates himfelf with ardour to great 
things, enjoys Glory without vanity, receives Flat- 
tery with afdain'? if he takes pj^afure in being 
praifed, 'tis not the praife of his Adions, but the 
delicacy of the Praife that afFefts him agreeably. 
Monfieur de Turenne goes naturally to great 
and fmall things, according to the relation they 
have to his defign : he is never elevated in good, neyqr 
<afl: down in bad fortune* 

No Precautions are fufiicient againft the attacks 
of the former, his boldnefe and vigour rendring weajk 
the ftrongeft enterprize that can be formed; the 
latter extricates himfelf out of all danger, and finds 
means to preferve himfelf when his ruin fcems tq be 
unavoidable. 

Whatever Troops you give to the Prince, old or 
new, known or unknown, he has ever the fame Bold- 
nefs in battle 5 one would believe, that he knew hqw 

to 



M. DE ST. EVREMOND. ij 

to infjiire his own qualities into the whole Army ; 
his Valour, his Ability, his A6tion, feem to him tb 
anfwer for that of others. If Monfieur de Turenne 
has many Troops whom he cannot truft, he ftudies 
his own fafety ; if he has but a few good ones whom 
he can confide in, he undeiftakes what appears to be 
impoffible, as a thing eafy to be done. 

How great foever may be the Princess eagemefi 
for fighting, Monfieur de Turenne will fight moife 
battles than he, becaufe he takes better meafures to 
bring the enemy to an engagement : but in the time 
of aftion he does not fo Well take thofe unforeiecsn 
opportunities which produce an abfolutae Viftdry, 
and this is the reafon why his Advantages arc not 
compleat. When the matter is difputed, the Plan 
of his War comes freih into his mind, and he com- 
mits what he fees doubtful and difficult v^ a more 
fecure Condu<5t. The Prince has a greater Prefence 
of Mind, and is more brifk in Aftion •, he fets every 
thing right himfelf, recovers his Diforders, and pufhes 
on his Advantages. He makes all the ufe of the 
Troops that any one can make of them ; he expolcs 
himfelf to the utmofl danger, and feems refolv*d 
either to overcome, or not to furvive liis defeat. 
He thinks it not enough that he is not worfted, but 
reckons it a difgrace to him not to overcome. 

Monfieur de Turenne prefers the piablick Good 
to every thing elfe ; he bears with the Murmurs of 
the envious, the ill Offices of his enemies, and the 
Diflike of thofe whom he ferves, that he may thereby 
do real fervice. The Prince has more regard for 
the Orders of the Court ; but when a fevourable 
opportunity ofiers itfelf, then he hearkens to nothing 
but his Valour, and thinks he is anfwerable for his 
Aftions only to his Glory. 

The Prince arrives at the highefl pitch of glory by 
his vidories, and never &lls under difcredit upon the 

account of his misfortunes j which may perhaps be 

a 
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prejudice to the Publick, but never can be fucH 
to his Reputation. The Reputation of Monfieiif 
PE TuRENNE is always infeparable from the pub^ 
Jick welfare. His Actions are ndt diftinguilhed hf 
■any fingularity, becaufe they are always equal, and 
of a piece : his whole Conduft has lefi luftre to 
beget the applaufes of the Populace, than folidity 
to employ the Refleftions of the JudiciouSi All that 
Monfieur DE TuRENNE fays, writes, drdoes, has 
.fomething in it too fecret to be div*d into by any 
but foch as have a good fhare of penetration ; peo- 
ple lofe a great deal by not underftanding him 
diftinclly enough, and he lofes no lefi by not ex- 
plaining himfelf fufficiently to othei-s. Nature has 
beftowed on him as Inuch Senfe, Capacity, and 
merit, as on any man living ; and has denied him 
that fire of Genius, that opennefe and freedom of 
Mind, which makes it appear bright and agreeable. 
He muft be defl:roy*d, before we can know his 
value ; and it will coft him his Life, before he has 
compleat juftice done to his Reputation* 

The Prince's Virtue is as bright as it is p6Werful ; 
it is fatal to his enemies, who feel the efFe<5b of it, 
artd comfortable to thofe who reap the advantages 
cf it : but, to tell the truth, it has not fo much 
coherence and confiftency as that of Monfieur 
' DE TuRENNE ; which made me fay a long time 
ago, that the one was fitteft to bring Adtions to a 
glorious iffue, and the other to put an advantageous 
period to a war. In the cdurfe of an affair, the 
Prince's Conduft is (poke of with moft advantage ; 
but when the Affair is over, the fruits of what 
Monfieur de Turenne hath done are of a longer 
duration. 

I fhalladd this one difference mbref Moiifieur 
DE Turenne is fitteft to ferVe a King, who will 
truft him with his Army ; the Prince to command 
his own, and get reputation by his own means. 

A 
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MARCIUIS OF SAISSAQ 

In the name of the DUTCHESS^ 

MAZARIN. 



IMuft begin my Letjer with thanks, and tdl 
you in few words, that I am extremely obliged 
to you for the care you take of my intereftSb 
This well .defcrves that I fliould frankly declare to 
you my real Sentiments about my return. They 
are the fame that Ihave always had •, and that is, that 
i muft firft pay my debts e*er I can have the liberty 
of departing from England* . Thefe are jny inten- 
tions as to my Return. If you had had the cu- 
riofity to know the ftate of my Affairs, I fhould 
have told you that it was never worfe than it is at 
prefent. I continue to live by borrowing ; but the 
greateft evil is, that I know not how to borrow 
any more. I am well fatisfied that it is not owing 
to the want of your Endeavours, that I am not 
relieved. It was not poflible for you to do more 
than you have done •, you leave an Obligation upon 

me, without my reaping any Benefit from ic 

o Monlieur 
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Monfieur Mazarin's Advocate ' wants goc4 
Reafons ; but he makes amends for the weakneis 
of his reafoning, by the good Turn he gives it. It 
ftiuft be own'dj he is very nice at Raillery. Our 
common Friend, Monfieur de St. Evremond, 
is fo in love with Ridicule, that he is even pleas'd 
with that Gentleman's Ridicule upon him. He fays. 
He knows not whether the Advocate had greater 
fleafure in beftowingy than he had in receiving ity it 
,being fo i}ery ingenioujly turnedi All the Satyr th&t 
any one employs, were it even againft himfelf, is 
pleafing to him ; a noble Temper, which ha:* been 
kept up in its purity for thefe eighty Years ! 

I retiim at the end of my Lettef, to the Com- 
plements I made you at the beginning of it. I in- 
treat you to believe, that I fliall be fenfible of your 
Friendfhip all my life, and ' grateful for the kind 
Offices you have clone me. 



A BILLET 

TO THE 

DUTCHESS OF MAZARliSf. 

YOU commanded me to write to the Marquis 
DE Saissac, which I have accordingly done : 
you commanded me to write like a Normand -, 
and I have acquitted myfelf fo well in this, that I 
defy Monfieur de Saissac to know whether you 
prais*d him for his diligence, or complained that 

he 

» Mr. Erard, in his fUaMng on hhalf (f th$ DUke, '4£ainfi 
^ the Vutchefs rfMazarin. •• 
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jnc has contented himfelf with ufing fruitlefi en*- 
deavours to ferve you, where you might ha^ 
expedted real eSefts of his PromueSi A thouland 
Complements, if you pleafe^ to the Duke rf 
St. Albans. My little Confort is ^nifhed : if he 
thinks it wbrthy of his Clofet, I Ihall get it copied 
for him ', I mean at his expence» I am the firft 
Audior in Profe, Verfe, and Mufick, who ruins 
himfelf in Copiflsi My Works muft needs be very 
little worth. 

A N s"" W E R 

T O TH E 

PL E A D I N G 

O F 

M. E R A R D, 

On behalf of the "Duke of M AZ ARIit 
againfi the Dut chefs his Wife, 

THE PREFACE*. 

IT is noUdecent to pry into the fecrets of Familiis i 
much lefs to expofe to the Publick fucb things as 
pafs het'ixJeen a Htlsbdnd and a JPlfe : hutftme the 

s This Prrfdce tfAs ndt written tjM.di SL ivi^imMi i$$t k$ 
ht^vmgrtvjftd kf 0nd btfiies U ccnuining fevirdl eurht$sfmtict$». 
Ursy ve thought it froper ta infert it here. See what has Sein 
faidefit in the Life of M^ de St. Evremond imkr theyeat 1^89. 

Vot< Uh B Vuh 
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J)uh of MAZAtLiH has tbdugbijit to open W to thi 
great Council^ and Monfieur RrAkd^ bis Aivo^ 
cate^ to put tbem into print y it vuu not fair tbat the 
World jhou*d bear but one fide: and tbe Anfwef td 
the Pleading faliing into my bands f I tbougbt my 
filf bound to puhlijb it^ tbat tbe world mgbt pafs 
tbeir judpnent upon tbe wbole. I bope^ tbat after 
a tborot^-examination of tbe matter^ Madam MA- 
ZARIK willby^ommon confent he found wortby of a 
hetter fate^ and anotber fort of Husband. 

If the Duke bad proceeded no fartber^ tban Cold- 
nefs^ Refervednefs^ or Rigour ^ tbe Dutcbefs bad 
quietly lamented ber misfortune in fecret^ in hopes at 
length by tbe conjlancy of her fufferings^ and tbe 
jweetnefs of ber compliance j to reclaim bim : hut when 
be came to tbat degree of excefsy tvbicb took away all 
Her repofe i and to fucb a rate of Profufton^ as 
muft abfolutely rutne ber Family % fhe bad recourfe 
to tbofe methods^ that mgbt preferve ber Efiate^ and 
Liberty. 

Tbe Relations treated^ the BireSlors ufed their 
endeavours^ tbe JGng interposed bis authority * but 
nothing could 'either perpade or prevail upon Monfieur 
MA'iARiM." Mkfi a Wife he eternally enjlav'd to 
tbe Caprices^ Entbufiafms^ and falfe Revelations of 
ber Husband f 

ms is what Monfieur &rard bos maintained 
with as many Inveifives^ as Calumnies. 7'befe few 
foffdges taken out of bis Pleadings may ferve to 
Jbew the violent temper of tbe Advocate. 

Matter$ are come to that pafs in England, that 'tis 
no longer lawful for a Catholick, a Frenchman, nor 
for an honeit mah to flay in London. 

If Madam Mazarin, adds be^ had any afi^c- 
tion for King James and his Queen, or any Grati- 
tude for their Bounties j or indeed but that fenfe of 
Honour and Religicm, which fhe ought to have 

leam'd 
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leamM by being near their Perfons ; could (he fee, 
without horrour, the Ufurper of dieir Kingdoms, 
afid the Enemy of our Faith, eitablifh his Tyranny 
tipon the Wrack of their lawful ThrOne, and the 
ruin of the true Religion ? 

In another Place: 

Unlels fome fplendid fit of 21eal made MadanA 
Mazarin covetous of a glorious Palm ; and gav^ 
her a holy Ambition of being /acrifiCed by that 
barbarous Nation* 

But after all, how can the names of the KW and 
Queen of England, be made ufe of to excufe the 
elopement and abfence of Madam Mazarik. « 4 * « 
now that flie offers the fame incenfe to the Prince 
6f Orange, fhe offered to them j but with as much 
bafenels and unworthinefs, as it was honour to her^ 
to pay that relpeft which ihe ow*d to them* 
And at the end of his Pleading. 

What excufe can Madam Maz a rin now have i 
Is the Prince of Orange her Kinfman? Are all 
thefe Gameflers, Libertines, Presbyterians, Epifco- 
palians, Quakers ; in a word, ai*e all this rabbk of 
all Religions, except the true one, which rcfbrt to 
her houfe, her Relations ? 

To cite all the injurious things^ that be fays of 
Madam Mazarin, and the Englifh Nation^woufd 
require our tranfcrihing the whole Pleadings 

Monfteur Mazarin caift deny^ but that be bat 
given occaftonfor a lawful feparation. But he boajls 
that he has forgot nothing that might procure a Re-- 
union ; and ^tis certain that he fent Articles to that 
purpoje. The firfi of them^ upon which almojl all the 
refi dependj wis this % 

Nothing by condition, but all by way of friendlliipi 

In thofe difficulties, that will undoubtedly arife, 
a clear ilatmg of matters mufl: immediatefy follow. 

To imitate the beft CEconomy in the Kingdom, 

and by that model to form our$« 

B a Never 
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Never to give the publick an account of our do- 
meftick Affairs : , much lefs to let the curious intx> 
our gfeateft fccrets ; but to tell •em in few words, 
diat our reconciliation was happily effefted. 

Monfteur Mazarin twt being contented to have 
laid down Rules for the conduSt^f Husband and Wife^ 
would needs make regulations thro* bis whole efiate^ 
without regard to the jurifdiSion of the BiJhopSy or 
the authority of Governours. He begins with eccleji- 
ajlical Affairs^ which in reafon ought to go before the 
eiviL Thefe Articles being jprintedy I Jhall mention 
^em only in general. 

He enjoins good order in Fraternities ; where, 
as he fajs^ abundance of abufes are crept in. 

He prefcribes to the Curates their duty in their 
parochial Mafles, efpecially in the publication o{ 
Holidays, and die Banns of Matrimony: Velpers 
and Complines are not forgotten ; he touches lightly 
upon the Sem^on. 

From thence proceeding to fome rules for Laymen \ 
he orders an Ajk^thecary, or his man, who carries 
a (Jyfter, to be decently habited ; and the Patient 
ready to receive it, to turn hmifelf with all poflible 
modefty. 

He forbids Women to m^ilk Cows, or fpin with 
a Wheel j becaufe of a certain exercife of the Fin- 
gers, and a motion of the Foot, which may give 
them loofe Ideas. 

He requires great innocence of the Women, who 
keep Sheep -, and more of the Men, who keep Goats* 

For the Herdfmen^ as well thofe who keep Bulls, 
as thofe who biing their Cows to them, they mull 
turn their eyes another way at the time of leaping ; 
and afterwards come to payment according to a 
rate at which he had tax'd it. '^ 

Having a vafi extent of Land in diverts Provinces, 
be takes bis Progrejfes to fee his orders put in execution \ 
which leing univerfally ill receivd^ he pur chafes obe^ 

dience 
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dience to them very dear. The train of bis Fratemt- 
tm, the equipage of bis Saints errant^ half eccleftaJHckt 
balfjecular^ wou^d make a pretty. large Caravan in 
Afia 5 and ibis is not the leaji magnificent way thai 
he has taken fo ruin himfelf. This would befi^cient 
tojuftify the feparation of Madam Mazarin : how^ 
ever^ let us hear her Advocate. 
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'Tn I S a certain truth. Gentlemen, that Impu- 
1 dence is not acquired at once. 'Tis by de- 
grees that men arrive at the affurance of telling, 
and maintaining great Lyes. Truth has no oc- 
caiion for Inftruftions, or Exercife. It may be faid 
to be bom with us 5 and we muft do violence to 
nature, to f^ake off qur Veracity, Judge then. Gen- 
tlemen, haw much Art, Study, and Pradice, muft 
have concurred to give Monfieur Erard the per- 
fection of his* Talent. What perverfions of Truth, 
what Suppofitions, what Fqi^geries of faft were ne- 
ceflSuy to form the capacity of fa great a man V 

B3 To 

« Cmuwmng this jinftfir^ fi$ th$ Liife of M^de St. fiyreminiKl 
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To fay, the Duke of Ncvers accompani^ Ks 
Sifter to the end of the fjrft ftage > which isfalfe: 
That Madam Ma ZARIN carried rich moveables, 
and abundance of plate ; who never had abroad, 
eidier Goods, Plate or Jewels, except one Neck- 
Jace, which (he ufually wore in France : That fbt 
refided in die territories of theKii^ of %)am, thro* 
which fli^ only travell'd in the time of a profbxind 
peace, as her road led her: Thatlhe fc^daliz'd all 
the Convents, where Ihe has been \ tho* we arc 
witnefles how much fhe was belov'd ajnd honoured 
by the Abbeffes of Chelles and the Lis, and cjf 
^11 the Superiours of the religious houifes where 
ihe lived: That her Penfion in England was gi- 
ven her in confequence of a debt due to the Car* 
dinal ; a debt which the twoICings always lai^hed 
^ as chimerical, and ridiculous : To invent a hun« 
dred things of this nature, to diiguife, fe^ aad 
luppofe, have been as it were, the fteps, by which 
Monfieur Erard has mounted to the afiurance of 
his Encomium upon the Duke, and the impudence 
of his Calumnies againfl the Dutchefs of Maz ar in. 
if ^11 thefe Praifes, allthefe Reproaches, be not 
the Creatures of your own Brain, tell us, Monfieur 
Erard, who cou'd inform you of the Virtqcs of 
Monfieur Mazarin ? Had you thefe fine Notions 
of him, fi-om (he Court, from the Provinces, or 
from the Villages ? Who has informed you of the 
ill Qualities of Madam Mazarin ? Md your in- 
formation come from Paris, from Rome, from Ve*. 
nice, or from London ? I can give you a more faith<^ 
ful and exaiSt account of them both ; and to hinder 
you from felling any more into erpor, in charity I 
will tell you, that Monfieur Mazarin makes hun- 
fclf contemptible every where, as well where he is 
not, as where he is ; and that Madam Mazarin 
is as generally cifteemed, wherever flie is, or ha$ 
been. . 

Bat 
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But in what Country did you live, or in what 

cb/cure hole did ^ou fpend ^ur days, that you 

^re ^orant how tms Match with Monneur Maza- 

RiN was brought about? Cardinal Maz a rik, atthe 

b^Hinii^ of his Illnds, was inquifitive into the Me« 

pt <^ our Courtiers, in order to find one worthy of 

his lovely Niece, and capable to maintain the Ho* 

nour of his Name. As he had yet ibme remains of 

V^our, he found no difficulty in refilling Virtue 

without Wealth ; but his Diftemper mcreafing daily* 

and hb Ju^ment impairing wkh his Strength, he 

cou*d not withftand the falie Keport of the Riches of 

MlHilieur Ma z A R I N. 

This, Monfieur Erard, this was that noUe and 
glorious Choice c^the Cardinal ; a Choice, to fpeak 
Urioufly, that almoft ruin'd his Reputation, not* 
withftanding all the merit of his pad life. By it 
he loft the Reipe A of the Cburtiers, the moft Giu* 
tious could not forbear their Railleries ; and (bme 
foreign Minifters wrote to their Mailers^ that they 
ought no longer to make any account of his £nu<* 
nency, after the ridiculous Match he had made. 

What Averfion focvcr you may have for Truth, 
£>r once do yourfelf the violence to hear that which 
J have to lay of Monfieur Mazarin. You cannot 
have a greater Averfion againft Tmth, than I have 
againft Lyes ; yet I have been forc*d to hear all 
thofe you have faid of Madam Mazarin, with as 
much villany as impudence. 

Upon the death of the Cardinal, the Courtien 
(who did not yet underiland the nicenefs of the 
King's tafte) were afraid that Monfieur Mazarim 
fiiould inherit as well the Favour as the Eftate and 
Name of his Eminence. Monfieur db Turennb, 
was heard to fay, " That if he fliould fee fuch an 
*^ indignity, he would leave France with the fame 
** eafe that he had heretofore done, when he went 
<< into the forvice of the Prince of Cqnde' " The 

B 4 ^^^^ 
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Marefchal dx Villeroy, who, having been hts 
Majefty's Governour, ought to have been better ac- 
quainted with his difcemmcnt, was not without his 
apprehenfions. The Marefchal d e Cl e r e m b a u t, 
who had fignaliz*d himfelf in ridiculing this Match, 
was alarm'd 2 but Monfieiu* Mazarin, who wlis 
more in their Interefts than his own, ftaid onlv long 
"enough at Court to decry himfelf, and to give the 
King that judicious contempt of his Perfon, which 
his Majefty has retained ever flnce. 

Neverthelefe, they were not yet abfolutely rid of 
their fears : they were afraid, that the Marefchal 
t>E LA Meillerave, who in his time had always 
held the firft Poft in War, fhouM by his example 
rouze the Ambition of his Son to make himfelf the 
mofi: confiderable perfon. Monfieur Mazarin 
was too good a man to luffer the world to conti- 
* nue in that miftake. He bid ferewel to War, as 
he had done to Court ; and you will grant me. 
Gentlemen, that 'twas none of the unwifeft Anions 
of his life. 

He had yet but too much left to make himfelf 
confiderable 5 his Places, Governments, and Riches, 
in which he out-did all the Subje6fe of Europe, pro- 
cured him refpeft enough : but like a Philofopher, 
he (hook off all thefe things, as Superfluities ; or, 
like a Chriftian, as Vanities that might endanger his 
Salvation. However it were, he left himfelf nothing 
of thofe great Honours and Incomes which are fo 
precious in the opinion of men. Of a thousand 
Rarities which had been heap'd up by Wealth, and 
Curiofity ; of an infinite number of Piftures, Sta- 
tueS; and Tapefteries ; there was nothing but was 
cither fold, or disfigured : of all his Places, he did 
not keep one -, of all his Governments, he kept only 
that of Alface, where he knew he Ihould not be 
fufFer'd to command. In Ihort, Gentlemen, I am 
afham'd to name the poor Remains of twenty mil- 
lions 
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lions % that Madam Mazarin brought him ; ai 

the only reafon he gave was, that he could not 

conicience keep ill-gotten Wealth. It was not 

gotten^ Gentlemen, in truth it was not : the E 

fence of the Crown againft fo many Forces with 

and fo great a Power without, was the purchafc 

it, wliich the Juftice and Liberality of the Kii 

confirmed ; but thefe advantages have been as 

bequeathed, as they have been kept The Memo 

of the Cardinal is aniwerable for the bad choice 

made of Monfieur Mazarin, and Monfieur M 

z A RiN for the ill ufe he made of that vaft Wealtl 

Let us Jpare Madam Mazarin the pain of hej 

ing a farther detail of this fquandring away of 1 

Fortune: let us ipare Monfieur Mazarin t 

fhamefal remembrance of the manner of his /qua 

dring it. A hard fate for Madam Mazarin 

have her Wealth fquandred ; a harder to bear con 

nually the %ht of the Squanderer ! Thus did M 

dam Mazarin ^nd her unhappy days. She t 

pefted the Reft of the Night, which is alloVd to t 

moft Unfortunate to fufpend the fenfe of thcfir f 

ferings ; but this relief was denied her. No fooi 

were her fair Eyes clos*d, but Monfieur Mazari 

(who had the Devil always prefent in his black In 

ginarion) this amiable Hufband, wakes his be 

beloved, to make her partaker you will i 

ver be able to guefs of what, Gentlemen ; to ma 
her partaker of his noftumal Vifions. Flambe^i 
are %hted, and fearch is made every where ; I: 
no Spe6fa-e doe$ Madam Mazarin find, exc: 
that which lay by her in the bed. His Majefty v 
treated more obligingly, he was made the Confid 1 
;^ of his Revelations, thofe divine Lights which M : 
fieur Mazarin's ufual commerce with Heai 
•jifforded him. The world has been fully infon i 
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of his Revelations; and fince the Advocate hasfyt 
fuch a value upon that Devotion, which has merited 
him that Grace, I beg your Patience, Gentkmcn^ 
to hear fo.me of the Effcfts of it j they are iingular» 
^nd worth your attention. 

During the time that Monfieur Mazarxn cour- 
ted Mademoifelle Ho r ten si a, he gave a Note for 
50000 Crowns to the Bifliop of Frejus * ; upon con* 
dition that he Ihou'd promote the Match, whick 
with reafon he follicited fo hotly* The Match waji 
made, and the Bifliop had a great hand in it. But 
it being neither eafy nor honourable for a Prelate to 
cxaft the payment of fuch a Note, he returned it ta 
MonfieurMAZARiN, trufting rather to his Word^ 
than his Note, Some time after this piece of gene* 
rofity, the Bifliop had occafion for Money to fettle 
his Nephews, and demanded it of Monfieur Maz a- 
RiN, who doing violence to his Good-nature, re- 
&s*d to pay it ; being informed by his Dire£ix>rt 
that 'twould have been a more criminal Simony in 
hun to purchafe the Sacrament of Marriage, than 
in a Bifliop to purchafe his Biflioprick« 

See, Gentlem^, the nice tender Confdence of 
MonAeur Mazarin: the Bifliop, notwithftand- 
ing his holy Charafter, wou*d have taken the Mo* 
ney, ai^d never boggled at the Simony h Monfieur 
Maza^rin, a meerLavman, makes 4 fcruple of 
paying it, and religioully pays it not ! 

Here is another Inftance, that will confirm the 
good opinion people have erf his Piety. Monfieur 
Mazarin. had a Law-Suit of great importance* 
An Agreement very much to ms advantage was 
offcr'd him : he anfwer'd thofe that proposed it tp 
him, ^at our Saviour came not to bring Peace iisio 
the world y that Controverftes^ Dijputes^ and Law- 
SuitSy were of divine Rights but Compojitiom of hw 

mane 

-^ 4 z^ngi Ondeith ^*fi^ rf^ijus^ Csr£nMl MaxMrh't Crtatwre. 
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fiuine heoemion: thsuGod bad appainud Judges^ buf 
never thought of Arbitrators \ and that tberrfore be 
%vas refoh/a to go to Law all his life^ and nevtr com^ 
to an Arbitration: a Promife that he has pioufly 
l^t» and will keep to his laft breath. 

Modefty forbids me. Gentlemen, to open to you 
the occafion of his Tourney into Dauphinc, to con- 
fult the BiJfhop of Grenoble : I will only tell you» 
that a Cafe of Confciencc fo extraorcUnary, a Scru- 
ple fo nice, fo delicate, was never heard before. 

But the mafter-piece of Monfieur Mazarines 
Devotion^ was dus: he caus'd one of Madam 
PE Richelieu's Children to be brought up, with 
cxprefs Prohibition to the Nurfc from fucklin^ it on 
Fridays and Saturdays ; that inftead of Milk, it 
might fudc in the holy Ufe of Falling and Morti£k 
cation. 

This, Gentlemen, is the Devotion of Monfieur 
Mazarik, which his Advocate has not been 
afham*d to extol ; a Devotion that ferve^ to con- 
firm our Refugees in their belief: but the Catho* 
licks as well as they laugh at fo ridiculous a Piety ; 
and you. Gentlemen, whofe Piety is folid, difap- 
prove it no lefs than the Proteftants themfelves. 

The firft misfortune that can befall a man, is to 
be deprived of fo much Senfe as is necefiary to hu- 
maneSociety ^ the next, to be obliged to live with 
thofe who want that Senfe. Thefc two Calamities 
appear to the full in that unhappy Marriage of 
Monfieur and Madam Mazarin. Nature has fet 
Monfieur Mazarin at fuch a diftance from Rea- 
Ion, that 'tis almoft impoflible he (hould ever be 
reafonable : the only exaife that his Friends {if 
he has any) can make for his Condudt. Mddam 
Mazarin has (by her ill Fortune) been compelled 
to live with Monfieur Mazarin> Joining the 
living to the Dead is not a greater Cruelty, than 

.^inking Prudence to its revcrfe j yet, this torment 

waft 
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'was Madam Mazarin for five Years forced to en- 
dure : befieged all day, aiami'd all night ; fatfeu'd 
TOth Journey . upon Journey, Journeys contrived 
without any occafion ; fubjeft to extravagant and 
tyrannical Orders ; feeing none but Spies, or Ene*- 
mies ; and, which is the worft of all miferable Gir- 
cumftances, unhappy without confolation. Any other 
Woman would have defended herfelf firomOppreffion, 
by an open Refiftance: Madam Mazarin fought 
only to efcape from her misfortunes, and to find in 
the place of her birth (among her Relations) that 
Security and Repofe which, fhe had loft. 

While flie was at Rome, fhe was honoured by all 
that were illuftrious and great there. Upon her re- 
turn to France, fhe obtained of the King a Penfiion 
for her fubfiftence, and an Officer of die Guards to 
conduft her fafely out of the Kingcfom, where fhe 
neither could nor would ftay. After fo many trou- 
bles and difquiets, fhe fixea her rietreat at Cham- 
bery ; where fhe paf&d three ycfars with tranquillity 
in Study and Reflexion, at the end of which fhe 
came by the permiffion of his Majefty into Eng- 
land. All the w(wld knows the regard thatKii^ 
Charles and King James had for her : aB the world 
knows the favours that fhe received from them ; 
favours beftowed only on her Perfon, without any 
refpeft to the Cardinal's debt. *Twas therefore to 
die meer Bounty of their Majefties that fhe owed her 
fubfiftence. For, her Hufband, as juft and chari- 
table as devout, had procured the Penfion to be ta- 
ken away which the King of France gave her. 

How little do you aft like a Chriflian, Monfieur 
Mazarin, you who talk of nothing but the G6- 
fpel ! True Chriftians render Good for Evil ; you 
leave a Wife to ftarve, who brought you a greater 
Fortune, than aU the Queens of Europe tc^ether 
brought to their Hufbands. True Chriftians par- 
don the Injuries that are done them j you don't fer- 
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give the Offences which you yourfclf give. On 
Petiecution draws on another : by your Humou] 
which is (harpened, and your Temper, which is ii 
ritated by doing of evit ; you hekhcen Perlecutio 
in proportion as you perfecute. Was it hot enoug 
to deprive Madam Mazarin of ail manner of Sul 
fiftence^ during her life ? muft you feek out meai 
to prevent her misfortunes coming to an end, whc 
you (hall no longer be in a capacity to enjo 
them? 

Don't think it is fufiicient, that your Advocate 

mouth is perpetually fall of the auguft and venert. 

ble name of Husband^ tbefacred Bonds of Marriagi 

the 3lr> of civil Society : we have for us Monfiei 

Mazarin againft the Husband ; we have his vi 

qualities againft thefe fine magnificent expre 

fion^ Our firft engagements are to Reafon, Ji 

Aice, and Humaiiity ; and the quality of a Hu 

band cannot difpenfe with lb natural an obligada 

When a Husband becomes extravagant, unjuft, < 

inhumane, fi'om being a Husband^ he turns Tyran 

and breaks the fociety which he contrafted with 1: 

Wife* In that cafe, a Separation is of right wa 

ranted : the Judges do not make it ; they only pul 

lifh its validity by a folemn Declaration. Now th 

Monfieur Mazarin is plentifally provided of j 

thofe qualities, that make fuch a Divorce, no o 

can doubt. His Humour, his Proceedii^ his Co 

dudl, all his Aftions prove it. The difficulty wou 

be to find one that did not , and Monfieur Erab 

may fee for it as much as he pleales, Gentlemc 

he will never be able to find it. He'll tell us, tt 

Monfieur Mazarjv is devout : I own it ^ but ] 

Devotion is fuch as fcandalizes all good men. Ha 

fey, that he fafts, and mortifies himfelf : 'tis tra 

but the torment, that he puts othen to, aflFoi 

him more pleafure, than his aufterity gives h 

pain. To refiuin from mifchief, to abftain fit 

doi 
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doing evil, were an Abftinence agreeable to God, 
and ufeful to men* But the Mortification would 
be Coo great for Monfieur Mazarin, and without 
an extraordinary grace frdni Heaven, he '^rfll never 
put it in praftice. 

From his Religion, Monfieur Erard will per- 
haps defcend to his Morals, and tell us of his Libe-- 
rality ; to which we Ihall oppofe his Avarice in all ho- 
neft diings, and his Prod^ality in diings that are not 
allowable. To fpeak properly, he gives nothing, but 
he throws away all : he takes from his Wife and 
Children, what he lavilhes upon ftrangers. Virtues 
would change their nature in his hands, and become 
tnore criminal than ViceSi Would to God, Gen- 
tlemen, we had as much occafion for falfe Vices, as 
Monfieur Erard has for fham Virtues ! To our 
misfortune, we have but toa many real ill qualities 
to alledge. Vexatious fuits with his Neighbours ; 
irreconcileable hatreds with his Friends ; tyrannical 
treatment of his Children •, and perpetual perfecu- 
tion of his Wijfe, are the fad and inconteftable proofil 
of our allegations. 

As for Monfieur Erard, after having rgefted all 
Truth, as low; grofe, and unbeconiing the delicacy 
of his Wit ; after having exhaufted his copious 
imagination, in inventing, feigning, and giving falfe 
colours of Virtues to Vices, and the appearance of 
Vices to Virtues •, in fine, difcouraged by the ill fuc- 
cels of his artifices, he has recourfe to Laws extinfl^ 
whofe authority he would revive. He flies to the 
old ridiculous Novel of Justinian j a pretty re- 
fuge for fo famous an Advocate ! 

Let us fee this terrible Law, Gentlemen, fo formi*- 
dable to humane fociety i this Novel, that takes 
from the politeft people the fweeteft confolation of 
life, by punifliing a Cbmnxcrce which is altogether 
leafcmable and innocent: 
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^ a ff^oman eats with Meny witbotU the permif^ 
fion <f her Husiandy fhe forfeits her Rights i fie COH 
claim w henefii of her Marriage^ Articles. 

By good fortune, this Novel is not in force iit 
the Countries wherein ive now live. If this good 
Law had held its credit, every Wife in the Low-Coun- 
tries, France, and England, had forfeited her join« 
tare. I wonder, that Monlieuf Erard, to (hew a 
greater knowledge of Antiquity, did not lead you 
from the time of Justinian, to that of Romulus, 
when Husbands and Fathers ufed always upon 
their firft coming home, to kifs their Wives and 
Daughters, in order to difcover by their breath, 
whether they had drank wine, or not 5 and if they 
had, they, puniflied them for thofe faults, which 
wine might occafion, altho* the faults were not 
really committed. 

I confels, that the Laws give a very great power 
to Husbands, but then there wei'e no Mazarins, 
when they were made : if there had, the whole au- 
thority mA been lodged in the Woman. Reafoii 
taught the Antients to make juft Laws, or fuch at 
leaft as were neceflary for the government of their 
time : but yours. Gentlemen, lofes none of its rights 
by the r^ulations of antiquity ; and it lies upon 
you, to judge decifively , and by your own under- 
ftanding, of our interefts. 

Husbands would be too happy, if Monfieur 
Erard's infatuation fhou*d prevail: Wives too 
unhappy, if it had any influence over your juc^* 
ments. To be a Husband, would be fufficieiit t6 
excufe all faults, juftify all crimes, and commend 
all defefts. To be a Wife, enough to fufFer inno* 
cently, to be defpifed with merit, and decried with 
honour. Let Monfieur Mazarin fpoil, wafte, and 
mine all ; he is mdler ; he's the Husband : let Ma<» 
dam Mazarin be left to neceflity, abandoned to 
mifery, and the tyranny of her creditors \ what 
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r^ht has ihe to coipplain of Monfieur Mazarin^ 
fays his Advocate ! fhe*s his Wife. A Cuftom of 
the Greeks, a Law of the Romans, or fome Novel 
of Justinian, are immediately .brought in to fup- 
port his declamation. Madam Mazar in eats with 
Men without leave from Monfieur Mazarin ; flic 
lofes her dower, and matrimonial rights : ihe 
lofes all that flie can pretend to. Moderate your 
felf, Monfieur Erard, cool a little. Otherwife I 
fliall beftow that Charader upon you that Salus3* 
does on Catiline ; Eloquenlia fadsj SapicnHa 
forum : much Eloquence, and little Senfe. 

Let us come to the wonderful Revolution, which 
we can't think on without aftonifhment. Then it 
was, lays Monfieur Era RD, that Madam. Ma z a- 
rin ought to have left England ; and thereupon 
he aggravates the fliame of her (laying, after th« 
Queen, to whom file had the honour to beioing^ 
was gone out pf the Kingdom. 

No doubt but Madam d£. Bouillon, and Ma-^ 
dam Mazarin would have waited on the Queea 
with pleafure : but the fecret of leaving her Kuig. 
dom was of fuch importance, that it was hot im- 
parted to any one ; fo that the Ladies were left of 
ncceflity in a trouble, which nothirjg but the pre- 
fence of the new Prince could allay. Since that 
time, it has been impofllble for Madam Mazarin 
to leave a country, where flie has been in a manner 
blocked up by her creditors -, where really Monfieur. 
Mazarin forces her to fiay, having obliged her 
to contrad unavoidable debts, which he will not 
pay. He demands with the authority of a Hus- 
band, fo dear to his Advocate, that fiie return to 
Paris ; while he neceflitates her al/ence, and keeps 
up the Separation of which he complams. He pre- 
t^ids to defire her Perfon, but in reality he covets 
only the Eftate, that he may entirely ruin it. 

2 t 
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t'0H?n the Parliament of England would have 
lent away Madam MAzarin : but ihe had no oc*- 
cafion to b^ the proteftion of the prefent King ; 
his juftice anticipated the fevour which fhe would 
have been ob%ed to ask* 

But tell me. Matter Advocate, who (et you on 
to d^laim (b fUrioufly againft this King ? You call 
him the Deftroyer of our Faith very unjuftly* But 
for his humanity^ goodneis, and protection, not a 
Catholick had been left in England You thought 
to tmkt your court by it to the King of Fr^ce, and 
are mift^en. A Prince who has fo true a tafte of 
Glory ; a Prince foclear-fighted, diftinguifties great 
merit, wherever it is to be met with. His judgment, 
and his affeftions don't a6t always in concert i his ge- 
nerofity to his unfortunate Friend does not hinder 
him from being juft to the virtues of his Enemy* 

To return to Madam Mazarin, it remains onlv 
that I juftify her againft three Charges, which will 
give me very little trouble. The firft is, that fhe 
keeps a Bank in her houfe ; the fecond, that flie 
fees Epifcopalians and Presbyterians \ the third, that 
fhe converfes widi Lords. Hear, Gentlemen, hear 
your Orator thunden Never did Demosthenes 
of Greece thunder againft Philip, at the rate that 
Er A R D of France does againft Madam Ma z a r 1 n. 
Madam Mazarin keeps a Bank^ what a dilbtder 
is this ! a BaJfeMahk in her houfe, what a fhame ! 
fhe fees Epifcopalians and Presbyterians i what im* 
kty is th^ in a Catholick ! the Wife of Monfieur 
1 a z A R I N devoted inceflantly to Cor^regations and 
t*raternities. She fpeaks to Lords \ what deprava- 
tion of Manners ! O Tempora^ O Mores ! 

Gk>1 this heat of Eloquence^ Mafter Orator, and 
bring your felf into temper. Great Genius's are apt 
to fly out -, give a little attention, affoi-d your felf 
leifure to confider things a little* Do you think, 
that three great Queens, devout and virtuous, as 
Vol. hi. C aay 
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anyeverwere \ Queen Katherinb, Queen Ma rv 
now in France, the prefent Queen of England, and 
the Princefs her Sifter who is fo regular ; do you 
think, they would have had publick BafeMabUs at 
Court, if Bajfet was not an honeft diverfion, an iiuio* 
cent game. 

The accufation of feeing Cburcb-^f-England-men^ 
and Presbyterians, is ridiculous. To reproach Ma- 
dam Mazarin for feeing Proteftants at Lx>ndc«i,. 
is altogether as juft as to upbraid Proteftants when 
they are at Rome, for feeing Catholicks. But if it 
be a crime to fee Proteftants in England, fure *tis 
much more fo to marry them. Yet a Daughter 
of France, and an Infanta of Pcxtugal made no 
difficulty of it. Their Chamberlains, their Ladies of 
Honour were Proteftanrs. The principal Officers 
to Queen Ma r y, were of that Religion ; then how 
could Madam Mazarin go to Court without fee- 
ing them ? The Queen's eyes could bear the f^ht 
of them ; why fhould it offend Madam Maza- 
rin's? But if ever any perfon fignaliz'd their zeal 
for the Catholick Religion, 'twas King James, and 
Queen Mary ; yet thofe truly zealous Princes 
made no fcruple ot being crown'd at Weftminfter ; 
of praying with the Bifhops, and receiving the 
Crown from the hands of the Archbilhop of Can- 
terbury. Society has indifpenfable Laws,Laws equally 
enemies to impiety, and fcrupulous niceties. 

We are come now to the Lordsy which Monfieur 
Erard is as great a ftranger to, as to the Bajfd^s^ 
and the Mandarins. PU inform him then, that thefe 
Lords are Peers of the Realm of England, the moft 
confiderable Subje6b of the nation. Madam Ma- 
^ARiN will confeis, that Ihe knows a great many 
of diem, who are as much efteemed for their merit, 
as they are regarded for their rank and quality ; fhe 
will own, that Ihe has received great fervices from 
them in her hard circumftanccs, and great helps in 

hei 
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hef wants. After this confefficMi, methinks X hear 
Monfieur Erard exclaim, O Depravation of 
Manners ! O Temporaj O Mores ! But he muft give 
me leave to anlwer with more reaibn : O ftultiiiam 
inauditam ! O unheard of Impertinence ! O extream 
Folly ! 

What! Gentlemen, fliall Monfieur Mazarih 
have leave to difhonour the name he bears, thro* 
all the Villages •, fliall he be allowed to fettle the 
great point of keeping Sheep decently 5 to tax the 
Leaps of Bulls ; to gh^e rules to Apothecaries boys 
for the decent adminiftration of Qyfters ; to pro- 
hibit women from milking Cows, and fpinning at 
the Wheel : and fliall not Mafter Orator fufFer Ma- 
dam Mazarik to fupport the dignity of her name 
in all Courts and Nations where ftie comes ? 

You are eloquent, Monfieur Erard, you talk 
well : but unreafonable things fet forth eloquently, 
make no impreflion upon a found judgment. All 
your fine words will never perfuade people of good 
fenfe, that Madam Mazarin ought to return to 
her Husband* to be admitted into the fociety of 
Shepherds, Herdfmen, Apothecaries, Milk-\^omen> 
and Spinners at the wi^l ; or that flie ought to 
return to Monfieur Mazarin to be tied down to 
new rules, as ridicidous -as thofe which he has caufed 
to be printed. If you harangued to ignorant peo- 
ple, you might dazzle or move them ; but to vour 
misfortune, you have to do with dear-fighted Judges, 
wife men, who are prepared againft all falfe rca- 
fonings, and all vain exaggerations. 

1 1^ Gcndemen, that Monfieur and Madam 
Mazarin could appear before you together at a 
hearing : you would read their feparation in their 
faces. Every Feature and Lineament in Monfieur 
MAZARiN*sface, would confirm what I have been 
a laying. One Look of Madam Mazarin would 

C 2 con- 
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confound all Monfieur Erard's calumnies. H^^ 
ven has already made the Separation by the conr 
trariety of their humours; by the oppofidon of 
their tempers ; by the greatnefs of one^s foul» an4 
the meannefs of t' other's : Nature has feparated theiu 
as well as Heaven, by a beauty that charms our 
eyes, and by an afpea that doth not fo much en* 
gage our fight. Some unlucky ftar knit this un* 
happy knot, which reafcm has inftrud:ed Madam 
MAZARiNto untie. Thus, Gentlemen, is fubmitted 
to your decifion, the caufe of Heaven, of Nature, 
and of Reafon. Let your wildom give the finiihing 
firoke to this great work : let it confirm this Sepa- 
ration for ever ; and, taking out of Monfieur Ma- 
zarin's hands the adminiftradon of his Eftate, let 
it fecure to his Children the poor remainders of that 
prodigious wealth, which he has confounded* 

A BILLET 

TO THE 

DUTCHESS OF MAZARIN. 



THrec Words of your Letter, are worth i^^^ 
Volumes : / fiever was in bettef health \Ine^ 
ver was bandfimer in all my life. What you fay^ as 
to your Health ravilhes me j but I am not furprifed 
with what you fay, as to your Beauty, 'tis what 
we knew before. 'Tis true the air with which you 
Ipeak it, has an agreeablenefe-above what I can 
cxprefs. I was fo affefted with it, that I could not 
forbear tcUing it to my Lord Sunderland, and 

my 
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my Lord Mulgr avb S who was with him. Ntver^ 
(aid they, was confidence fo nobte^fojuft, andfo well 
founded. My Lord Sunderland added, that all 
the Sayings of the Antients^ and the Modems, could 
not come up to it. 

Wiiateva- benefit I reap from your abfence, viz. 
Bath-Mutton, Rabbits, and charming Letters -, what- 
ct^r trouble and vexation, I have to undergo, about 
my Reftleflhefs, my Dogs, and Binds at your return •, 
yet I paffionately wifh for it. My Lord Mon- 
tague expefts to hear of the hlef&d day of your 
paflli^ by his Country-Seat. 

TOTHESAME. 

I Should never be eafy, Madam, afer the huny 
and diforder of your Vifit, if I did not thbk that 
the Duke of Richmond's Houfc would drive the 
fcurvy I4ea of mine out of your head.. How is it 
poflible, that a man, infefted with the naftincfs of 
bis Dogs, and that of himfelf, can be endured^ by 
two pcrfons who are cleanly, even to a ^ieafe ? I 
am yet more afraid of Mr. V illiers, than of you : 
however. Madam, I was extreamly glad to fee him ; 
being afiured that Mr. Milon ^ did not follow 

Irou with that difmal exhortation, with which he has 
ong threatried me. I am preparing one for him to 
live well, which will be at leaft as good, as that 
irfiich he is to make me, to die well. I admire the 
difcredon of my Dogs. * They that ufed tof devour 
every body, approach'd you, only to pay you their 
rcfpefts : it was I who taught them this, and it was 

wdier mine, t^n theirs, diat they paid you. 

» 

C 3 TO 



' The Uti Duk$ tfB$$ckmiham and Jjfmnu^^ 



3S THE WORKS OF 

TOTHESAME- 

OL D men don't fleep much : when they fee 
you go away at ten at night, they don't deep 
at all. The night pafles with extraordinary uneafi- 
nefe, left fome inconvenience may have befal'n you ^, 
Not being able> and yet lefs willing, to give me 
good nights, I beg the favour of you, not co give 
me bad ones ; that is, that you would be pleafed to 
go away always with Sun-fhine, without expofing 
your felf to robbers, drunken, or rude people. In 
Italy, MusTAPHA would fhare your dangers; in 
England, you muft run the rilque all alone. The 
Reftoration of the Knight with the difmal countenance^ 
gives me perfeftly new Ideas : When I fee DuLci- 
N E A at the bottom of your Lettei-s, the cafe will 
be quite another. 




'Jy^ 



LETTER 

TO MADAM 

D E TE N C L O S, 

I Have been enquiring after you above this twelve 
months of all the world, and no body can tell 
me any thing of you, Mr, de la Bastide told 

me 



» Modern Mazjtrin llv'd thin M Chelfia, vbithtr Jht chrftt 

to vMfrom tirnn, tho' Ute at mgbt. 
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me you were very well ; but he adds, that if you 
have not now fo many Lovers as formerly, you are 
content to have a great many Friends. The falfity 
of this laft news, makes me doubt the truth of the 
firft. You were bom to love all the days of your 
life. There is fome refemblance betwixt Lovers 
and Gamefers ; whoever has lov*J^ will always lave. 
If I had been told you were become godly, I could 
have believ*d it. This is pailing from a human 
paflion, to the love of God, and furnilhing em- 
ployment for the Soul ; but not to love, is a kind 
of annihilation, which can never futc with your 
hearths defire. 

I defire you would inform me about your healthy 
your occupations, and your temper ; and this in 
a very long Letter, which muft contain but little 
Morality, and a great deal of Affeftion for your 
old Friend. They talk here as if die Count de 
Grammont was dead, which touches me with a 
very fenfible grief. • If you are acquainted with 
Barb IN, pray ask him why he prints fo many 
things under my name, which are not mine. I 
have foolifh things enough of my own, without 
taking upon me thofe of others. They attribute to 
me a Piece againft Father Bouhours, which I 
never fo much as thought of. There is no Writer 
whom I efteem more tbin him : our Language owes 
more to him, than to any Author whatfoever, not 
excepting Vaugelas. 1 pray God the news of 
the Count de Grammont's Death, may prove 
falfe S and that of your health, may be true. The 
Holland Gazette fays, Ihat the Count de Lauzun 
IT to be married : ir that had been true, we fhould 
have had an account of it from Paris 5 befides Mon- 
fieur DE Lauzun is a Dukej ^d the name of 

C 4 Coun^ 

« Tftat flea of Newt wss, in effeB, falfe, Thttkhrt Comnt d» 
Qrunmont ^d on thi loth ^jAnmrj 1707, %6)favi nld. 
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Count does not agree to him. If you mil be fo 
kind as to write me feme account of tWs, you will 
oblige me, as well as by offering my refpccts to 
Monl^eur de Gourvillz, in cafe you flill f^ 
him. As for news relating to Peace and War, I 
ask you none : I neither write any of that nature 
my ielf, nor do I receive any. Adieu j the trueft 
and moft faithful of your fervants would gam very 
much by your having no Lovers ; for he woulu 
then be the firft of your Friends, in ffote of an ab» 
fence which we nuy call eternal. 



AN 
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AN 



ANSWER 



TO TH E 



JUDGMENT 

O F 

The Abbe RENAUDOT, ufm 
ii^. BAYLE^s Hiftorical and 
Critical Didionary ». 

Mr- BAYLE Speaks. 

/A F T E R havii^.employed my Criticifm upon 
jfj^ all forts of people, I cxpeded as much free^- 
dom would be taken in fpeaking of me, as I ufed 
in fpeakini^ of others, But I am ^reeably fur-» 

priz'd 

< As fem as Mr, Sayle^s Di^mafy MfpesreJ h Wr4nc0, thf 
'Bpekfellers of Paris, who hofi a minJ to nfrmt it, adireffed tkem^ 
felvis to the Chancellor Boucher at ^ in crier to obtain arrivUegoi 
and he ordered the Abbi Kenaudot to examine it, in ordrr /a 
fee if thirt was nothing in it agabifl the GofuerTunent^ or tbo 
Catffolick B^ligim- Here^t^ th Abbe comfoid ajhort I)ifcmrf9t 
which was foon frinted, and which Mr, Mayh foHod fo fidl ef 
]^lunders, Falfboods, and Impcrtinencies, that he declared^ that if 
ever he refuted it, it ihould not be till fuch time as he underftood 
that the Author own'd it to be his> fuch as it was pubUih'd. 
fdonfieur deSt.Bvremond, who always had a fartictdat Meemfor 
fdr. Bayle, and was then ( 1697) reading his DUiionMy with a great 
deal effleafurey wrote this little Piece in his vinMcation* ^eejh^ 
tl^p qf y[. d<; St. Evicmwda mdtr thi Xtax i6s7^ 
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prizM to find that the Abbe Renaudot, who 
durft not praife a Proteftant in France, takes the 
ingenious method of an apparent Cenfure to favour 
all my Opinions. In efFeft, he purpofely finds fault 
with me, in a manner that is proper to make all the 
world praife me. It is not enough to have the 
will to oblige me •, ne mull have the wit and in- 
genuity of the Abbe, to give fo great a Reputation 
to my Dilfionary. 

He fays, that I have a mind to eftablifh Pyrrbo-- 
viffn \ and can one treat a man who is accufed of 
deftroying every thing more obligingly, than by 
making him eftablifh fomething ? This is (lily ruin- 
ing his own Accufationhimfelf; this is juftifying mc 
with abundance of art from the Crime he pretends 
to charge me with. 

You (lightly pafs. Sir, fi-om Pyrrhonifm to Obfceni* 
ttes^ with which I don't believe you are fcandalized. 
You love the Belles Lettres too well, not to read 
with pleafure Catullus, Petronius, and Mar- 
ti a l : and yet their Writings are full of Smut and 
Obfcenity ; whereas in mine, you will meet with 
nothing but meer Pleafantry , and little liberties, 
which are very innocent. 

I have no lefs veneration than you have for the 
great Zeal of the Fathei'S, and I believe, you have 
^s mean an opinion of their Learning as I have. The 
Fathers were good men^ Jaid Scaltger^ but they were 
mt learned. St. Augustin was an Innovator in the 
Article of Grace, in the opinion of Father Simon : 
Vossius did not admire him: Hobbes did not at 
all efteem him * ; and you will allow the French,^ 
who have fuffered Perfecution, not to approve an 
Africanj who advifes lU 

I 

^ The JEarl tf Arlingtm fM Mr. H^bbis me day, fbat be had 
bought St. Augufiin's Works y very cheap: That cannot be, faidi 
|tfr. Hobbes, for how little foevcr they coft you, yet you have 
given more for them than they are worths 
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I come now to the Cbcmge 6f Religion *, with 
which I apfi reproached, and which I confefi without 
any difficulty. I carried away with me from the 
Catholidc Religion all that is good in it, when I 
left it! I learnt in the Reformed Religion that 
which is befl in it, when I embraced it again ; and 
thereby I find myfelf in a condition at prefent tQ 
judge of both. In efFeft, whatever efteem I have 
for Mr. JuRiEU, I am commonlv of the opinicxi 
of Monfieur de Meaux, againfr his; and tho* 
I have a great value for Mr. Arnaud, yet I am 
often inclined to be of Mr. Claude's fiae againft 
him. 

I will not make an end. Sir, without returning 
you Thanks for your Favours : I beg the continuancq 
qi them, in your Judgments, upon my Works. 






A BILLET 

TO THE 

DUTCHESS Q5 MAZARIN, 

IF I can be of any fervice to you ; if my old Age 
is any way agreeable to a phxlofophical Dutchels, 
who prefers rRiAMS and Nestors to impertinent 
Adonis's ; Iwill take a Coach to come and fee you. 
If my Ufeleflhefs for your Intereft, and my Difa- 
greeablencfs forCbnverfe, wUldifpenfe with my not 

performing; 

? Se^ the Life of Mr. Bayle, iMid to th l^ngUJh TrttnJUtton €^ 
kis MifccUaneous Reflexions, occafion'd by the Cpo^et vibx<A 
^ppcar'd io December ^68p, P/»^» 9 <Sf /'6[i* 
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performing my ordinary Duty, I (hall fitftill at my 
own fire till two a-clock, when 1 (hall have the ho- 
nour rf feeing you. 

TO THE SAME. 

THE pleafiire of feeing you, is the greatefi 
that one can defire ; chat of waiting for yoi 
is not fmall, and this laft: I tafted for eight hourj 
bother at St. James's. I go away, in order to 
execute the Commiflions which you do me the ho- 
nour to give me. I Ihall not iail ro be mth you at 
the hour appointed j it is too much my Concern not 
to tail, 

TO THE SAME. 

AS all the world gives you Fruit, I will not 
be the only perfon that gives you none. Re- 
ceive Peaches, from a. man who has no Garden, with 
as good a heart as he gives you them. I oughtnot m 
have made ufe of the word Heart: dbat vr<x6 
(»]ght no mpre to come out of the mouth of a mac 
atmy Age, than dmt of Health. But without Ifca-t 
fad without Health, I am bi^a la muerte. 

TO THE SAME. 

THERE is an Exprels arriv'd, that fays. Ma 
refchal Boufflers and my Lord Port 
LAND had a fort of an Interview between the tw 
r'^.rr.rs. This occafions muchdifcourfe in the Pari 
rme, who have tied myfelf down to Events, 
to the Holland Slip the general Reflexion: 
;onje£hircs to the Sagacious, and che Privilcg 
iiions to the Speculaciye. 



M. DE ST, EVREMOND. 4J 




A 

LET T E R 

FROM MADAM 

DE LENCLOS 

T O 

M. DE ST. EVREMOND: 

Learn with pleafure, that my Soul is more dear 
t:o you than my Body ; and that your good 
fe ieads you always to what is beft." In truth. 
Body dcferves no further regard, and the Soul 
yet fome glimmerii^ light that fupports it, and 
it fenfibly at the remembrance of a Fiiend, 
hofe IiMaments abience has not efiac'd I often tell 
Id Stories, in which Mcmfieur d '£l b ek e , Monfieur 
E Charleval, and the Chevalier pe Rivisrk, 
rejoice the Modems. You have a (hare in the 
ft Parts : but as you are a Modem alfo, I take 
not to praifc you before the Members of the 
nch Academy, who have declared for the An- 
ts. I heard of a Prqhgui fet to Mufick, which 
ould fain fee upon the Theatre of Paris. The 
iauty, who is the Subjed of it, would railfe 
jivy in all tbofe who Ihould hear it. All our 
:j blens have not a right to be celebrated by a 
OM E R, and to be always the Goddeflcs of Beauty* 
am now got very high: how Ihall I defcend 

ain ? My dear Friend, ought we not to make die 

Heart 



' 
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Heart fpeak its own Language ? I affure you, that 
I ftill love you more tenderly than Philofophy al- 
lows. The Dutchefs of Bouillon looks as if fhe 
was but eighteen: the Spring of Charms runs in 
the Blood of the Mazarxns, Now our Kings are 
Friends, would not you' do weU to take a trip hi- 
ther ? This to me would be the greateft Bleffing of 
•the Peace. 



L E T T E R 

TO MADAM 

D E VE N C L O S. 



I Have a fenfiWe pleafure, in beholding young, 
handlbm, and blooming perfons, who are ca- 
pable of pleafing, and are proper to touch fincerely 
fuch an old Heart as mine. As there has always 
•been a great refemblanee, between your Taifte, your 
Humour, youi* Saitiments,- and mine, I believe you 
will not be difpleafed to fee a young Cavalier, who 
has the art of pleafmg all otir Ladies. This is the 
"Duke of St. Albans, whom I defired to vifit you, 
as much for his own intereft, as for yours. If there 
comes over with Mr. T a l l a r d , any of your friends, 
of the merit of our time, to whom I can do any 
fervice •, command me. Pray let me know how 
our old friend Monfieur de Ctourville does. I 
fuppofe his affairs go well : if he is ill in health, I 
am forry for it. 

Do<aor 
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poftor MoRELLi, my particular friend, accom- 
panies the Countefs of Sandwich, who is going to 
France for her health. The late Earl of Roches- 
ter, who was my Lady Sandwich's Father, had 
more wit than any man in England, my Lady Sand- 
wich has more wit than her Father had : me is as 
generous as witty ; as lovely as witty and generous. 
Here you have one part of her qualities : I fliall 
dwell longer on the Phyfician than on the Patient. 

Seven Cities,you know, contended for the birth of ' 
Homer : feven great Nations contended for that of 
MoRELLi ; India, Egypt, Arabia, Perfia, Turkey, 
Italy, and Spain. The cold Countries, nay even 
the temperate ; France, England, Germany, have 
no manner of pretenfion to it. He underftands all 
the Languages, and Ipeaks moft of them. His ele- 
vated, majeftick, and figurative flile, makes me 
think he was bom in the Eaft, and that he has 
leamt all the beft things that are among the Eu- 
ropeans. He loves Mufick paffionately, and Poetry 
to diftraftion : in Painting, he is curious, at leaft ; 
but whether he is a Connoifleur, I know not : 
as to Archite6hire, he has friends who under- 
*ftand it : he is ferioufly famous in his profeffioh, and 
capable of exercifing that of others. I beg of you 
to facilitate his acquaintance, with all your cele- 
brated men : if he has yours, I eftecm nim happy 
enough 5 you cannot make him acquainted with 
any perfon, who has fo Angular a merit, as you have. 
I thmk Epicurus made one part of his Chief- 
Good, to confift in the remembrance of things paft. 
There is no Chief-Good for a man of an hundred 
years old, like me ; but there are ftill Confolations 
left. That of my remembring you, and all that I 
have heard you fay, is one of the greateft, 

I write you a great many things, which you will 
not much care for ; I do not c'onfider that they will 
be tedious to you. 'Tis enough that they pleafe my 

3 felt iM 
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felf : I have no reafon to think that at this ^ I 
can pleafe others. My merit is to content my felf; 
and I am too happy in being able to do it by wri- 
tii^ to you. Pray ufe your interefl to get ibnie 
Wine for me, from Monfieur de Gourville. I 
lodge with Monfieur de L'Hermitage, one of 
his Relations •, a very honeft man^ who fled to 
England for his Religion. I am forry that the C«i- 
fciences of the French Catholicks, could not fuffer 
him to live at Paris, or that the fcrupulou&cfs of 
his made him leave it. He certainly deferves the 
approbation of his Coufin. 



MADAM DE L^ENCLOS'sf 

ANSWER 

T O 

M. D E S T. E V R E M O N D: 

HO W could you imagine that the fight of a 
young man, would be pleafing to me ? your 
Senfcs deceive you, as to thofe of others : 1 nzre 
forgot every thing except my Friends. If the name 
of Dolfor had not given me courage, I fliould have 
made you an anfwer by the Abbe de Haute- 
FEuiLLE, and your Englifh folks fiiould never have 
heard a word oi me. My porter told them I was 
not at home, and took your Letter, which gave 
me asTnuch joy, as any I ever received from you. 
How defirous you are of having good Wine f and 
how unhappy am I, who cannot fucceed in anfwer- 
ing your expectation ! Monfieur d e L'He k m i t ag e 

could 
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could tell you as well as I, that Motifieur ds 
GpuRViLLE ftirs no more but of his chamber 1 he 
is l^tty much indifferent about all manner of taftes ; 
a good Friend ftill, but his friends never think of 
employing him, for fear of difturbing him. After 
all, if -by any infirtuation, which I d6 not forefee, I 
can employ my skill for the Wine, you need not 
doubt but I will do it. Monlieur de Tallard 
was my friend formerly ; but great affairs, make 
great men negleft things that are ufelels to them. 
I was told that the Abbe dv Bois would go with 
him ; he is a little acute man, who I fancy will pleafe 
you *. I have twenty (rf* your Letters in my hands : 
thqy are read here wkh admiration. . You fee that a 
good tafte is not quite gone in France. I was 
charmed with that part of your Letter, where your 
are^.not a&aid of being troubleibme ; and that you 
are wife, if you are now only concerned about your 
ielf : npt but th^t the principle is &lfe, as to you» 
that you are not capable of pleafing others any longer* 
I have written to Dr. Mohelli : if I find in him 
all th^ Learning you fpeak of, I ihall look upon 
him as a true DoAor. 



r vS 



* 7lf^ Mhe Ju l^s rame' into Ef^gUnJ, Behig StcretUry to 
Menfknr di nllMrd, Am^Jfador Extraordimry from the 'French 
C^mt t0 KfBf WillUm. Ht was a CarditMl> and prime Minifier 
eftrtmct v^m bo dkd, on the loth of At^gufi 1713, 
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A BILLET 

T O T HE 

t)UTCHESS OF MAZARIN* 

YO U will be fo kind, if you plcafe, to oome 
at two a clock to the parlour, whither ypu 
did not difdain to come, in the Marquis de Cre- 
Qui's time. There you will find a little (paceco- 
vcr'd with fweet herbs. I think my Lord Rame- 
1.AUGH promifed to be there. I formerly had the 
reputation of knowing good Wine, and good Eadog, 
y^xj well : as to Fruit, I confefs my ignorance, and 
I am too old to learn new knowledge ; too happy, 
if I have not forgot that which I have already leamc 
To honour your Grace is what knows, and Ihall al- 
ways know bafta la muerte^ ell Cavalleroy &c. ' 

A LETTER 

FROM MADAM 

D E VE N C L O S 

TO 

M. DE ST. EVREMOND- 

I Have fent an Anfwer to your laft Letter, Sir, to 
ihe Abbe du Bois's corrdi>ondent i but he be- 
ing at VerfailleSi I am afraid it irfos not deliver'cl 

to 
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to him, I ihould have been very much in pain 
about your health, if I had not had a vifit horn 
Madam de Bouillon's good littleLibrary Keeper % 
who overwhelm'd me with joy, by (howing me a 
Letter fix)m a perfon *, who tmnks of me upon your 
account. Whatever reafon I had in my ficknefi, 
to be thankful to the woi^d and my friends, yet I 
have met with nothing that aflfe6ted me with a more 
lively fenfe, than that mark of kindneft. Do in 
tfiismatjer all that you are ob%ed to do, fince 'ds 
owing to you that I have received this favour. Pray 
fct me hear from your felf, whether you have reco- 
vered that happinefe, which people enjoy fb little at 
certain fcafons. The fpring can never be dried up, 
fo long as you have the frwidftiip of that amiable 
perfon^ who fuftains your life. How do I envy 
thofe who go into Ei^gland ! and how Ihould I be 
delighted to dine wah you once more ? Is there 
iiot fomediii^ that is grofs and mean in wilhing for 
a dinner ? The Mind has great advantages above 
the Body : however this fame Body often fumifhes 
litde relifhes which are repeated, and which relieve 
the Soul from its melancholy rcfledions. You have 
often latighM at thofe which I made ; I have now 
banlllf d them all. There is no time for them any 
longer, when one is arrived at the laft period of 
Life : we ought to content our felves with the day 
in wMch we live. Near hopes, whatever you may 
% of them, are full as much to be prizea as thote 
which are carried further ; f<yr they arc more fiire. 
Here is fine Morality f« yoii : I wifh you good 
health ; this is the point to which every tmng ought 
to tend. 



^ The Abbi i$ Hs^efeuUk* 
i 2ki pmchefs pfMax.nrin. 
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A BILLET 

TO THE 

DUTCHESS OF MAZARIN. 

MY Lord Duke of Devonshirje told Brunet 
that he would fain have the honour of tak- 
ing leave of you, . before he went to his Gpuntry? 
Seat i thatJfeie was very fure ibme people lud cn>* 
de^voured to give you bad imprcffions of hiin» whic^ 
he did not deferve. My M^dm is, jw>t to . be 
plea&'d with abundance ot things, and toihois: x^^ 
thii^ of it. Threatning one's enemy, is delivering 
one's felf up to hini ; or making thofe our enemies 
who would not otherwke be foy w:hen wc Ihow them 
v^ ar^ difpleas*d with ihem. God reje& the \dk^ 
warm, but the world muft hear them. My Loi^ 
DEVONSHIRE would not have fleered a fox tci 
have eat his belly, as the young Laccdeaionian dlid, 
without faying sm^ thing. He has Ihewn np fteadi. 
nefi; but there hsid been no great harm in fpeakin& 
He would have bee;n foigiven j and I fimcy yo«L 
will forgive my Lord Devonshire. I approve 
your refoludon of living without debt, andcomfor- 
tably. Money and Merit, are not incompatible 
things : and even tho* they ihouW not well agree to- 
gejtev it would be worthy of you, to make ifaem 
gobd friends. You have the latter in perfe&lbn, 
and I wifh Fortune may give you the other. You 
ifTould make better ufe of it than any one alive, 

• • • I 
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Tfend you a new Book of The Amours of Henry 
the Greats which is very well writ, and very enter- 
taiur^* If the Author had not inferred in it the 
whole Confeffton of Monfieur de Sancy, under the 
Title of The Kin^s Manifefto upn his Divorce j I 
ihould efteem it very muchu 

TO THE SAME. 

MY Lord GoDOLPHiN, having bufinefe which 
he muft neceflarily attend, and not being 
able to go a iiihing according to appointment, that 
diver/ion is put off to another time. My Lord 
Ran£Xavgh has undertaken to acquaint you of 
it ; but however, for the more fecurity, I wnte yoa 
word of it my felf. The firft of thefe Lords, has 
fcht me fix Rabbits, in order to deliver them to you : 
6ne wquld^ imagine I was Ipeaking of a Letter. The 
Pacquet being large, I havi? kept one Rabbit to 

fly the carriage, or rather the duty of intelligence, 
wflh all gfvers of intelligence, were as modeft in 
Aeir fees, as I ani in mine: one in fix is little 
tobugh in all confcience. My Lord Arr an either 
would not, or could not explain to me the Englifh 
which is in your Letter : he fays he is unhappy ia 
Love, uniuccefsfiil in Courtlhip, and goes, backward 
in PoHticks ; and that King James is not more un- 
happy in lofing his three Kingdoms, than he is, iri 
having no farther admiflion into yoiu* houfe. As I 
im not very lucky in ending my Letters, L Ihall 
fey bluntly Hajfa. 

TO THE SAME- 

.^npi S too long, to be two days wlthpuc hear^ 
\ X ing from you. I have enquired after yo^ 
twice Jai day at St James's, without heading any 
tfa?^ 0f you : you will be fo kind as to let md'hear 
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from yOu, by the litde Seiuton If you are weil» } 
cannot be ill. Hitherto your Healcn, has been the 
caufe of mine ; I wifli that influence may laft very- 
long. If your Fields, which are more fertile ana 
not fo much fcorched by the Sun as tl](at of Mon- 
tiel, yield you any fmall Beans^ you would pieafe 
an appetite, which, for its irregularity, may be 
called a Fancy. You underftand well enough, what 
is meant by Montiel's Field, lb that I need not 
explain it to you. I leave Don Quixot there, and 
only borrow from him haft a la muerUj with which 
I commonly end my Letters. 




A LETTER 

FROM MADAM 

DE L'ENCLOS 

T O 

M. DE ST. EVREMOND. 

•nr"^ H E Abbe Du Bois delivered me your Letter, 
JL and fpoke as well of your Stomach as of yoiir 
Underftanding. Thereare certain occafions wherein 
w^ va'.hie the Stomach more than the Underftsmd- 
ing 5 c-md I confefi, to my fhame, that I recloxi you 
are more happy in enjoying the one than the other, 
i always believed that your Judgment would be as 
long-li>7'd as vourfelf ; but we cannot be fo certain 
pf the Health of the body, without which there is 
nothing left but fad Reflexions. J find myfclf in- 
fenfibly jeady to be engag'd in them : but I turn to 
anot|f r fiibjca, It relates to a pretty Youth, whom 

the 
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di^ dytre of fcciig perfons of the beft note in all 
Countries has obligM to leave an oppulent Family 
irKfaout a farewell. Perhaps you vnll blame 1^ 
Giriolity ; but the thing is done. He undcrftands 
a great many things *, and is ignorant of others, 
which cme of nis age ought not to know. I thought 
him worthy of paying his refpefts to you, in order 
to riiake nim begin to be fenfiblc tlmt he has not 
loft his time by going to England. Ufe him well 
fot my lake. I have fpoke to his elder brother, who 
is my particular friend, to defirc him to go and 
wait on tf^e Dutchefi of Mazarin and my Lady 
I^ARVJ5V, fince they have been pleafed to remem- 
ber me. 




H PE ST. EVREMONiys 

AN S W E R 



T q 
MADAM DE L'ENCLOS. 



I 



Never faw any Letter that contained Co much 
<roqd Scnfe as yours do^s. You praife the Sto- 
iftadi to fo much advantage, that fix)m henceforth 
it wfli be a fcame to have a good Underftandii^, 
widiout having a good Stomach at the fan^ time, 
I am obliged to the Abb^ dv Bois, for having 
gained me your lEfteem by this advantageous Oia- 
rafter. At eighty eight years of age^ I. eat Oy- 
ftara every morning : I dine heartUy, and fup tole- 
rably. Heroes are celebrated for lefs merit than ^ 

«»*«• D, When 



When I was, young, I admir*d nothing but tbt 
Pleafures of the Mind, being more indifferent about 
the Concerns of the Body than I ought to have been: 
now, I make amends, a3 much as is pollible, for 
the wrong I was guilty of, either by the ufe I 
make of the Body j or the efteem ana friendfhi^ I 
have for it. You followed a quite other method. 
You had fome regard for the Body in your youth i 
at prefent you are employed only about what con- 
cerns the Mind. I know not whether you have rea- 
fon to value it fo much as you do. I can fcarce read 
any thing that is worth retaining ; I hardly hear 
any thing faid worth liftening to: how miferable 
fbever the Senfes are at my age, yet the imprejBions 
that agreeable Objefts make upon them, do affe<5l 
me much more fenfibly ; and we are much in the 
wrong to go about to mortify them^ 'Xis .perha{)s. 
a jealoufy of Mind, that looks upon their lot to be 
better than its own. 

Monfieur Bernier, who was the prettieft Ph3o- 
fopher I ever knew, (pretty Philofopber is not a com-. 
mon expreflion \ but his Make, his Stature, his 
Manner^ and his Converfation, gave him a jiHl ti-' 
tie to that Epithet), Monfieur Bernier, I fay, 
fpeaking of the Mortification of die Senfes, faid to 
mq one day, " I will entfuft you with a Secret^ 
^« with which I would not entruft Madam t>zila 
«^ Sa BL I E R E, nor evenMademoifelle d e l'£nclos» 
*♦ whom I take to be of a fuperior kind ; V\\ tell {% 
*Vyou as a fecret, That Abftinence from Pleafurc 
** appears to me a great Sin J* 1 was furpriz'd. with 
the Novelty of the Syfl^m ; it left however fome 
impreflion upon me. If he had continued his dift. 
courfe, perhaps he had made me relifli his do&rine; 
Continue to me your Friendlhip, which has never 
beep impaired : a rare thing in fo long a Commerce 
^§ Qurs has be<^n ! , 



^>- '■ _ 
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A BILLET 



TO THE 



DUTCHESS OF MAZARIN. 



TH E dreadful Retirement that you mention to 
me, cannot be more fb to you^ than it is to 
me. When you are content, I am (atisfied ; when 
you have occafion to lament your Condition, that is 
a reafon for me to lament mine. I cxpeft from 
your Conftancy and Refolution, that you will yet 
bear tnth patience the bad ftate of your Affairs for 
fome times and from your good Senfe, that the 
Illufion of deceitful and imaginary Goods will gain 
no power over your mind. Don*t lofe your hopes. 
Madam ; for your Troubles and Difficulties will 
have an end. Leave off Beer, drink your Wine, 
and let Mustapha drink, that his ufual Inlpira- 
tions may come upon him. This will do you more 
fervice ^inft bad fortune, than Seneca's Confola^ 

tmxoMhKQiA, 
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A LETTER 

FROM MADAM 

D E r E N C L Q $ 

TO 

M. DE ST. EVREMOND, 

« 

THE Count D£ Clerembaut gave me a 
fcnfible pleafure, when he told me that you 
thought of me ; which I really dderve, becaufe of 
my conftant afFeftion to you. We fhall deferve 
the praifes of Pofterity for the diu^tion of our Life, 
and that of our Frienafhip. I fancy I fhall live as 
long as you. I am fometimes weary with doing al- 
ways the fame thing, and I commend the Swifs 
who <lrown'd himfelf for that reafon. My Friends 
often check me on this fcore ; and aflure me, that 
Life is defirable, fo long as we enjoy Tranfcjuillity 
and a found Mind. Strength of Body gives us other 
thoughts ; one would prefer that to the Strength 
of the Mind : but every thing is ufelefs, when we 
cannot make any change ; 'tis as good to avoid 
Reflexions, as to make any that are of no ufe. 
My Lady Sandwich has given me a thoufand 
ilitisfaftions, by the happinefs I had of pleafinff 
her. I did not believe that upon my Decline I 
could be a fit Companion for a woman of her age. 
^hc has more Wit than all the women in France, 

and 
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fisA more troe Merk. $^ is going, to leave us> 
phidi nmkes every oiip grieve that knows her, and 
ine particularly. If you had been here, we fhould 
hjye .made entertainments worthy of tli« paft time, 
M^dam D£ CouLANGs has undertaken to make 
yqiir Compliments to the Count db Grammont, 
by the Countefs d? Grammont, He is fo young, 
that J think Wm as %ht as when he hated fick peo- 
ple, apd Ipv'd them after they had recovered their 
health. Every body that comes from England, 
jpeaks of the Dutcheis of Mazarin's Beauty, as 
they talk here of that of Mademoifelle de Belle • 
FOND, which is now in the bud. You have wedded 
ms to the Dutchefs of Mazarin, and I cannot 
hear^ of h^ welfare without pleafure. Adieu, Sir ; 
but why i^ it not with us a good Day ? We fhould 
pot die without firft feeii% one another. 



mmsa^f^s^smmmmwmwmm^ 



A LETTER 

TO 

Dr. SILVESTRE. 

THE Dutcheis of Mazarin is fo much in- 
difpos*d, that Ihe cannot write to you with 
her own hand ; and therefore fhe borrows mine, 
and commands me to tell you, that you have 
obliged her extreamly by fending her news of your 
felf, and of your little Caravan. She was touched 
with your hard lot at Antwerp, in having nothing 
todrinkbutBuigondyj no Beer, no MofeUe Wine, 



i 
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flo Bourdeauz : Ihe lamented your misfortune. My 
Lord MoHTACuE had the Sentiments of a tnie 
Fatlttf who fends his Son to travel. As for me, 
who am accufcd of Ind^rcnce, and fomerimes <^ 
Hard-heartednefs ; I was very glad that my Lord 
MoNTHERMER accuftom'd himlelf to &tigue be- 
times. TheDutcheis of Mazarin can hardly con- 
ceive how a Caravan can return without bringinff 
home vridi them Monkeys and Parrots, You found 
at Aml^rdam a young Monkey* fo little, and ib 
tender, that it could never have jxds'd the Sea. You 
faw at Breda a wonderful Ape, which the Owners 
would not part with. No Town but had its Rarity, 
of which you give as good an account, as the moft 
exa.& German Traveller could have done. Let 
thofe who want Monkeys and Gammons <^ Baeoa, 
apply to Merchants: you travel as a man of Cu- 
nofity ; and I doubt not but your Journal will be 
wellfillU 

After 1 had wrote my Letter, the' IXachela ctf 
Mazarin has been informed due Monfieur Pujo- 
LAS has' met with a very troublefome Accident} 
which afie&ed her very much, as well as me. You 
don't feem as if you dei(ign*d to return very fpcedily j 
From aiiInlpe£lor of Gardens and J^ildings, you 
will become forfome time longer aninfpeflor of 
Life and Manners. If you return, bring Monkeys 
and Parrots ; if you go to Rome, bring Pardons au4 
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ALE T T E R 



FROM MADAM 



DE L'ENCLOS 

TO 

M. DE ST. EVREMOND. 

HOW great a Lofi have you fuftain'cU Sir'l 
If we were not to be loft ourfelves ; it is im- 
pcffible we fhould ever be comfortecL I heartily 
condole with you : you have loft an amiable Com- 
merce, that lupported you in a fomgn Country. 
What can be done to retrieve fuch a misfortune? 
They vAib live long, are Ikible to fee their Friends 
die. After this, your Parts, your Philoft^hy, wll 
fave to fuppoit you. I am as much touched widi 
this death, as if I h^d had the honour of the Dutchels 
of Mazarines acquaintance. She thought of me in 
my fufferings : I was touched with that goodnels ; ' 
and her being (b dear to you, made me love and 
efteem hen There is no remedy for this misfortune ; 
nor is there any againft that which happens to our 
poor Bodies. Take care of yoiD^s. Your Friends 
are pleafcd to fee you fo healthy and fo wife ; for I 

reckon 

« 7U$ Duf chefs cfMaxAfin £edm thi %4 <f July 16^9. Sew 
^tk$ Ufe of M« de St. Evremood* 



reckon thofe wife who kriow hc>w to make dicmfcl w 
happy. I return, you a thoufand flmnks for die Tear 
you were pleafcd to fend me. The Humour and 
Gaiety of your Letter pfeafed me as tmfh as ydbr 
Prefent. I ou wUl foon have my Lady Sandwich 
with you again, whom we behold with abundance 
of grief juft on her departure. I w;ifli her manne^' 
of life may afford you fome confolatiohw J dcm't 
know the Ejiglifli way •, but this Lady has been veiy 
much Frach here. Adieu, Sir, a thoufand times. 
If one could think like Madam de Chevreuse, 
who&ncied when Ihe was dyit^, that Ae was going 
to chat with all her Friends in the bther world ; oiifc 
might receive fome cdm&yn from fuch a thoi^ht. 



.-^ r 




A L E T T E R 



FROM MADAM 



DE LENCLOS 

T O 

4 

M, DE ST. EVREMONDl 

YOUR Letter has fiU'd me with unprofitable 
Defires, which I did not think myfelf any 
longer capable of. The days pafs away^ as good 
D Es YvETE Aux faid, in Ignorance and Lazinefs j and 
thofe days defiroy^ and deprive us of thofe things which 
we are fond of You experience this in a cruel man- 
ner, "^ou formerly faid, that I Jhould die of nothing 

hut 
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hut Reflexion '. I endeavour not to make any more, 
and to forget to-morrow the time which I live to- 
daj(. Every body tells me, that I have Ie6 reafon 
to compUin of time, than another. But however 
thb be, if any one had propos'd fuch a life to me, 
1 Ihould have hang'd myfelf. And yet notwith- 
iW^^<)g> ^^ ^v% to an ugly Bod^, as much as to 
an agreeable orteiVe h)ve to feel cafe and reft. I 
have ftill a pretty gbod Stomach. I wilh to God I 
had ^ opportunity Qf trying my flomach with yours, 
and of talking of all the Onginals tliat we have 
known, the remembratice of whom rejoyces me 
more, than the jwefence of abundance of people 
which i fee ■, altho* thae be fomething good in all 
tlus, but in reality, no refemblance. Monfieur 
DE Clerembaut oftenalks me, whether he refcm- 
Wes his'Father, as to his Parts? I tell him. No: 
bat I hope from his Prefumption, t^t he believes 
this No is to his advantage, and perhaps fbme peo- 
ple may think fo. What Comparifon is there be- 
twixt the prefent Age, and that which we have feen I 
You will quickly lee my Lady Sandwich i but I 
am afraid Ihe goes into trie Country, She knows all 
that yon think of her. My Lady Sandwich will 
tell you more NeiR of this Country than I. She 
has examin'd and founded every thing to the bot- 
tom. She perfectly knows all my haunts, and has 
found the way not to be a ftranger here. 
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M. DE ST. EVREMOND's 

ANSWER 

* 

TO 

■ 
I 

MADAM DE L'ENCLOS^ 



inriHE laft Letter I receive from Madam de 
1 l*EncloS) fisems to me to be always the 
beft: and this is not becaufe the fenfe of the prelent 
Pleafure prevails above the remembrance of the 
paft ; but the true Reafbn is, becaufe your Mind 
receives new Improvement and Vigour every day. 
If it be with your Body as it is with your Mind, I 
ihall but ill maintain the ftruggle you mention for 
the beft Stomach. I was willii^ to make a trial of 
mine againfl that of my Lady Sandwich, at a 
great Entertainment at my Lord Jersey's ; and I 
was not worfted. All the world knows my Lady 
Sandwich's Wit ; and I am ccMivinc'd of her good 
Tafte, by the extraordinary eiteem flie has for you* 
She dW not get the better of me^in the Praifes wliich 
fhe gave you, any more than in Appetite, You 
are of all Cduntrigs ; as much elteem'd at Lon- 
don as at Paris. You are X)ft^all Times; and 
when I alledge ypu for the honour of mine, the 
young people inwiie^tely " lijfc^ you to give 
the advantage to theirs, - T^hus you arc Mi- 
ilrefs both of the pr^fent and the paft ; I wifh 

I with 
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with ali my foul you may have a confiderable power 
over the iiicare ! It is not Reputation diat I' 
have now in view ; this is lecur*d to you in alJ times: 
I am thinking of a thing tiiat is more ellential ; and 
that is. Life, of which eight Days are more worth, 
than eight Centuries of Glory after death. If any 
one bad formerly proposed io you to live as you now 
do, you would have ban£ d yourfelf \ (the Exprefliotl 
charms me) and yet you cdntent yourfelf with Eafe 
and ^iety after having taftcd the moft -fivdy Plea- 
fures. 

There is not one who has a greater value for 
Youth than I have : as I have nothing of it but the 
rememhrance, I follow your example •, and make 
the moft of the prefent tnat I can. Would to God 
the Dutchefs of Mazarin had been of our miadi 
for then fhe fhould have been alive ftill : but fhc 
would needs die the greateft Beauty in the world; 
My Lady Sandwich goes into the Country : Ihe 
goes from hence as much admired at London, as ihe 
was at Paris. Live > for life is good, when it is. 
withput pain. Pi-ay fend the enclosed Billet to the 
Abbe DE Hautefeuille at the Dutchefi of 
Bouillon's. I fometimes fee the Abbe du 
Bois's friends, who complain he has forgot them : 
pray afRire him of my moft humble Refpefts. _ _ 




/v 
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A LETTER 

FROM 

M. DE ST. EVREMOND 

T O T H E 

MARQ^UIS DE C A N A P L E S. 

I Know not. Sir, whether you have received the 
Letter which I did my felf the honour to write 
to you % to return you my moft humble thanks 
for the moft obliging offers that could be made. I 
wilh I was in a condition to accept of them. Na- 
ture, to which I have had fo much reafon to be 
gratefol, is juft upon die point of wididrawing her 
^vours, and of treating me as Ihe did the Dutchels 
of Mazarin. This was unmerciful to Madam 
Mazarin, who was as handfome as ever, and the 
fame Ihe was when you faw her : flic was very lit- 
tle coocemM for the injuftice that flie did her -, for 
never peribn died with ib much refignation and re- 
foludon* I mourn for the Lofs of her every day. 
She often repeated a Vcrfe of la Fontaine, which, 
I doubt not, flic had made ufe of with regard to 
mc, but idiich I cannot with regard to her : 

Up>n the ithi^ (ftlme^ S^M^^ awaj. 

Iwifli 
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I wilh I could do what fhe would have done, and 
what I fliall never be able to do. The ccmlidera* 
non of what fhe owed me, has no part in my Com^ 
plaints. When I refleft that the Niece and Heireis 
of Cardinal Mazarin had need of me on certain 
occaiions for her fubfiftence, I make Chriftian Re* 
flexions, which will be for the good of my Soul, if 
they are of no effed towards my Payment. 



A LETTER 

FROM MADAM 

DE L'ENCLOS 

T O 

M. P E ST. E V R E M O N D. 

H .. ' - - 

WI T is very dangerous in friendihip ! Your 
Letter would have undone any cme but my 
felf. I know your lively and furpriung Imagina- 
tion •, and I was even forced to call to mind that 
LuciAN has writ in praife of a Fly, in order to 
make your Stile familiar to me. I wiili to God you 
eould think of me, what you fay of me ! I could 
difpenfe with all Nations. And, indeed, 'ristoyou 
that the gk>ry of all this is to be afcrib*d. Your 
laft Letter is a mafter-picce : it has been the fub- 
jeft of all the converfations that have been had 
in my chamber this month. You return to youth : 
you do very well to love it. Philolbphy fuits well 
with fprightlinefs of Wit. 'Tis not enough to be 
wtfe, we muft likewife pleafe at the iame time ; and 

E z ^^^ 
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I am vrdl afliired, you will always pleafe, fo loflg 
as you think as you do. Few people are able ta 
rcfift old age : I fancy I am not yet funk under the 
weight of it. I could wilh with you, that the Dut- 
chefs of Mazarin had regarded life in itfelf, with- 
out thinking of her face, which would have been 
lovely to the laft, tho' good fenfe had come in 
the room of fome fewer charms. My Lady Sand- 
wich will always keep up the force of her Wit, 
when fhe lofes Youth ; at leaft I am of that mind 
Adieu, Sir; v/hen you fee the Countefs of Sand- 
wich, make her remember me •, for I ftiould be 
much troubled to be forgotten by her. 



A LETTER 

T O 

MY LORD MONTAGUE. 

NO Perfon can be more fenfible than I am of 
the honour of being remembred by you. 
There is not one word in your Letter that does not 
pleafe me, except where you tell me^ that you eat 
Truffles every day. I could not forbear cry ing, when 
I thox^ht of my eating them with the Dutchefe of 
Mazarin ; I reprefented her to my felf, with all 
her charms : I thought I was at Boughton •, the Nile 
and the Crocodiles appeared to me \ I cannot con- 

' ^ue 

« 7hi Mart^/s d^iucmrf and Af. de St. Evrmond, Mng at 
Roughen, their Servants went a fijhing in the Fmds, and /am 
fime Fikesfi large, that th^ took them to he fuch CroeodiUs as 
^efimdin the £Ule, and ran away fir fiar ef being devoured bj 
tp(tm%. 
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tinue this Difcourfe without forrow •, and therefore I 
muft give it over. My Lady Sandwich has been 
at Windfor thefe nine or ten days. I fent her your 
Letter : if fhe returns to London, as 'tis probable 
Ihe will, I ihall not fail, my Lord, to tell her of 
the Mufick and the Truffles that wait for her. 

I doubt not but Dr. Silvestre has caufed thefe 
Pieces of Cor ell i, which he brought with him, to 
be play'd over •, which will make us defpife the 
Chac9on of Galatea, and the Logijlill of Roland. 
We expedted Dr. Silvestre would hz all upon his 
Architefture and Painting , but he has deceiv'd us \ 
for Corelli has taken the place of Michael An- 
G£Lo, and of Raphael. I wifti the Doftor would 
be fb kind as to tranflate for me fome chapter of the 
Author, who teaches us the way not to die S I 
have no hopes but in him. All the Dodors, Apo- 
thecaries, and Surgeons, are angry to diftraftion at 
him, for difpofing of Death to their prejudice. I wifh, 
my Lord, I could profit any thing by his inftruc- 

tlons, and live the Mille Anos of the Spaniards, that 
I might continue fo long your moft humble and 
moft obedient Servant. 

A BILLET 

T O 

Mr. DES MAIZEAUX. 

I Return you the Book, Sir, which has been 
printed at Paris, under my Name *. There is 
nothing of mine in all that Volume, but the begin- 

E 3 ning 

» Mr. AfgilU 

» Rccucil d'Oavragcs de Mooficur de Saint Evrcmopt qm 
n'giit pas encore etc publici, frlm^d i» thi Xtar i7«>** 
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ning of the Parallel between the Prince <?/Conde' and 
the Marefcbal de Turenne •, jind that is quite 
changed The Letter on the deith of the Dutchefe 
i£ Mazarin, is the thing in the world that I 
ihoiild have been the fartheft from writing : I never 
fo much as thought on fuch a thing. 

You may confidently anfwer your Friends in 

Holland, tnat the Memoirs of the Life of the Count 

D*** and the Saint- Evremonianay arc none of 

mine : there is not one Line in this laft that futes 

me. As to the other Books which are attri- 

. buted to me, I have marked on your Copy, the 

Pieces that are not mine ; and you know that the 

genuine ones are ftufied with fo many faults, that 

I fcarce know my felf any longer in them. You have 

engag*d me in the Correftion of them ; and I have 

been labouring at it thefe three months, without be- 

. ing able to mend all the faults. However, I Ihall 

continue to revife them, fmce that obliges you. 



LETTER 

T O 

MY LORD GALLWAY. 

linden Angufl the x^thx IJQI* 

My Lor dJ 

J' Have not done my felf the honour of writing to 
^ your Lordlliip, fince his Majefty gave you a 
eginient * : you wou'd doubtlefs have been fo ob- 
liging 

« The King hsd ffvm h\^ 4 Regimm of the Dutch. Bfrfi^ 
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figing as to anfwer me ; I was wflling to fave you 
that trouble, and only defired tne Marquiis dE 
MoKTANDRB and Mr, Boyer to aflure your Lord- 
fhip that no body in the world can think himfelf 
more interefted in what concerns my Lord Gall- 
way than my felf. 

As to M. DE PuYziEux J in my opinion he a<5ls 

very wifely to fall in with the bad tafte now in 

fafhion,, concerning Champagne Wine, in order to 

fell his own the better. I cou'd never have thought, 

that the Wines of Rheims cou'd have been changed 

into Wines of Anjou, by their colour and their 

harfhnefe. There ought to be a harihnefs in the 

Wines of Rheims : but a harihnefs with a colour, 

which turns into a fprightly tarmefs when it is ripe. 

The Tarmeft is amorous of it, and it is not to be 

drank till the end of June. You have formerly 

been a Lover, and perhaps you think I prophanc 

the word amorous. However, it is the term ufed by 

the Connoifleurs, the d'Olonnes, the Boisdavt 

PHiNs, and by your humble Servant; formerly 

renowned for their nice palate '. We can never 

have good Champagne, without a good body, let 

our modern Vinedreflers fay what they will, ^ocane^ 

* muft be left to the Wines of Ay. The Wines of 

Sillery and Roncieres ufed to be kept two years, 

and, were admirable : but for the firft four months, 

they were nothing but Verjuice. The Wines of 

Burgundy have got fuch an afcendant, notwith- 

ftanding all that I have faid and written concerning 

the Wines of Champaigne % that I dare not name 

E 4 them 

• 

' T^t French has^ Coteaux autrefois fort renommds 5 ^ ^^ 
lujkn to the word Coteaux, which was given to thefe three Gen^ 
flemm, uPon the account rf their rncety in the dhoico ef Haines. 
Seethe Liteof M.dcSt.Evrcmond inFrench,tmdertheyeMr 16$^. 

» Virgin mne, which conns firft rf it felf from the Grafet 
^witbotit freffmg, . ^ 

I Set the Letter to Count 4'Olonnc, Vol ll.f *f • 97^ ^^Mi- 
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them any more. You cannot think how much I 
am mortified at it. 

Let M. DE PuvziEux order a little Veflcl of 
Wine to be managed the fame way it was done 
forty years ago, before the viciated tafte crept in, 
and fend you fome of it, 

M. DE PuYziEUX was very young when I left 
France, yet I had the honour to know him, tho' 
fny chief acquaintance was with his Father, in whom 
I loft a very good friend, and a dozen bottles of his 
beft Wine, which he us'd to order me every winter 
by Gautier his Merchant in England, 

You will oblige me, my Lord, by making my 
compliments to M. de Puyzieux, when you write 
to him. I refpeft him both for his Father's merit, 
and his own. 

I am-fo touch'd with yours, that I need not recall 
that of M. DE RuviGNY % to aflureyou that I 
fliall difpute with all the world the fentimepts of 
eftecm and friendlhip which are due to you. I ho- 
nour your virtue, your good qualities, your philo- 
fophy, and your great talents of every kind. With 
thefe ienriments I always think of your Lordflijp, 
and am, my Lord, your moft humble and moft 
obedient fervant, and fubaltern in Philofophy. 

* Mf Urd Gallw^i F/ithtr. Sft Vet. II. fag. i6, 17. 
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A BILLET 

T O 

Dr. s I j: V e s t R e. 

BE /atisfied, Sir, with your merit of Infpcftor, and 
don't encroach upon mine. I leave you your 
Architedure and Painting -, but pray don't diAurb 
me upon the Geography of Good-eating. However I 
muft confefs, that your Heath-Cocks, your Oyfters, 
your Salmon, your Fruits, and the reft of that de- 
licious abundance which you mention to me, give 
you fome right to infult me, and leave me no relief, 
but in attributing all your advantages to the direc- 
tion and magnificence of my Lord. Let but a thing 
fleafemy Lord Montague, and don*t trouble your 
bead any further : whatever expenee is to be made \ 
whatever care^ whatever tnduftry is to be employed to 
have it J you will be fur e not to go without it. Thelfc 
are the very words of the lat^ Dutchels of Maza- 
rin, which are as good as Oracles, and which were 
never more juft than on this occafion. I never de- 
fired any thing fo eameftly as to go to Boughton, 
to fee my Lord, the good Company and Learning 
in its full luftre, when Mr. le Vassor is there : 
I do not look upon my felf as any thing, becaufe I 
don't underftand Greek. 
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TO THE SAME. 

IF my new infirmities, or rather my old ones 
which are very much grown upon me, had not 
hindred me from going to Bouehton, I fhould have 
been as h^py as a man almoft a hundred years of 
age can be. I lofe a thoufand pleafures which are 
all to my tafte. That of feeing the fine Houfe, the 
fine Water-Woifa, the fine Ducks, would have 
pleafed me extreamly, altho* I be but an indifferent 
Infpeftor. But you will eafily guefs the greateft of 
all, and that is being with my Lord Montague> 
to enjoy his converfation twice a day, before and 
after the beft cheer in the world. No Perfon ever 
merited to be more magnificently receivM, aiid 
more handfomly entertained, than my Lady Sand- 
wich ; no man was ever more proper to receive 
and entertain her well, than my Lord Montagui. 
I hope the Cafcade, the Oftogon, the Water- 
Sheafe, and the Water-Spouts, fball have made my 
Lady Sandwich foi^et France. And as my Lord 
is very happy in infpiring his tafte and his defigns 
as to Buildings and Gardens, I don't queftion but 
flie will foon undertake fome new Work at Inchin- 
brooke, which will not be behind thofe of Boughton, 
in any refpe<5t* It is impoflible for any one to be 
more fenfible than I am of the honour of her re- 
membrance. There was nothing wanting to perfeft 
my grief, for not having feen Boughton and the 
Mafter of the place -, but my not having feen 
Inchinbrooke, and its Miftrels, who is the greateft 
ornament of all the places where ftie is. 

If the poor Dutchefe of Mazarin, had been 
yet alive, fhe would have had Peaches, of which fhe 
would not have faiPd to give me a Ihare i fhe would 
have had Truffles, which I fhould have eat with her ; 
not to mention the Carps of Newhall. I muft make 
2 jup 
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up the lofs of fo many advantages, by die Sundays 
and Wednefilays of Monta^e-Houfe, 




A LETTER 

TO PRINCE 

MAURICE D'AUVERGNE', 

I Had always heard that Friendlhip never aicended ; 
an ofMnion founded on feme oUervanons, that 
Fathers love their Children, better than diey are 
beloved b)r them. As to Fathers, I have nothing 
io iay againft it ; but I find the Proverb to be falfe 
by my own experience, with regard to Grand- 
fathers. The Friendlhip of my Grand-cbUdj does 
not ftop at the firft degree \ it afcends with all its 
force, till it arrives. at the Grand-Papa*. What 
does one do in order to pleafe him ? one gives ex- 
cellent Wine jkt London ; one fends the beft Tea 
front Hoibind ; one writes firft. I could puih this 
On£ very far •, but I chufc to quit that marmer of 
writing in the third Perfon, which was introduced at 
Court by Monfieur de Turenwe, and has- been 
kept up after his death by thofe that belong to his 
Family ; I chufe to quit it on purpofe to upbraid 
you dire&ly, thereby to fliew you the tendernefs of 
a Grand-Papa. How could you leave England, to 
go into Holland, and get a Fever ? If you had 
ftaid at London, our Doctor had certainly pre- 
vented 



< 3^e Omnt iAsWwgnis elder Sm^ He died at the Hague in 
March lyoi, a few days after M. de St. £vremondfe»t him this 
Itttfr^ ^ . J 

* Trme Maurice, ufed to call M, de St. £vremm his Grand- 

fa{a. M I 



7<> T H E W O R K S O F 

▼ented your Diftemper by the ordinary diet which 
he prefcribes, and obferves himfelf. He would have 
order'd for you in your own Chamber a Health- 
Soop, with a good Capon, a knuckle of Veal, Sel- 
Icry and Succhory. He would have ordered two 
Partridges to be roafted for you, or three if I had 
b^en there, well larded and of a high relilh. He 
would have added an Hetudeauy and a Dove-Coat 
Pigeon for each of us. The Wine of Villiers, taken 
moderately would have made part of an honcft 
fimplicity, and neceflary for preferving health. But 
the dear Doftor is juft entring my Chamber ; and 
fince he cannot at prefent hinder the Diftemper, 
he is going to tell you the Remedies you mqll; make 
ufe of for your recovery, &c, 

^D ^" ^fc ^D ^D S3 • St €& tb Si eft • St ^" ^D ^^ • ^D 4^9 ^D cS? vb St 

A LETTER 

T O 

Mr. DES MAIZEAUX 

I Am forry. Sir, I did not fend you your Biook 
of Mr. Bayle * fooner, that I might have 
fpared you the trouble of fending for it. I have 
read it with abundance of pleafure. All that you 
do me the favour to fend me, is fo well chofen, 
that there's no. lefs fati^faftion than inftru6lion to be 
gain'd, from reading it ; efpecially when they are 
any of Mr. Bayle's Worli. He gives fuch an 
agreeable turn to his profound Learning, that one 

is 

% D&# HiftoriqJ and Qritical IJiaioaary, rfthfiemiZJStm^ 
printed in 170a. 
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h ntvet weary of him. 'Tis true, his chronolo^cat 
Di/cuflions tire me a little : but they are necefiary 
to Hiftorians ; and I foon find wherewithal to make 
amends in what comes after. How charming wou'd 
Reading be, if all Authors had fo much delicaiey and 
judgment as he has ! But inftead of thofe rare quali- 
ties, we find in moll of them only a confided Know- 
ledge, a falfe Tafte, a ridiculous Conccitedncfi. 

How great a folly *tis to pore 

On what befel in days of yore! 

But *tis a greater folly far. 

To think pofterity will care 

T* efpoufe our caufe and right thofe ills. 

Which from the prefent Age one feels. 

This Man delights in what is paft. 
And that in what won't come in hafte : 
A wifer head than mine muft Ihew, 

Which is the biggeft Fool o'th* two. 

•• 

There goes a walking Library, 
Whofe, reading's boundlels as the fea, 
Whofe erudition is immenfe. 
Without one fpark of Wit or Senfe : 
Why, let the Vulgar gape and ftare 5 
I have no notion on't, I fwear. 
But Bayle is wondrous in his way. 
Who, equally profound and gay. 
Refers it to my appetite 
To chufe Inftruftion or Delight. 

Your fine Gentlemen, as they are call'd, have 
certain Faults, which are pretty near a-kin to the 

faifc 
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tik Tafte tnd ridtcidous Vanity of book-Ieamecf 

MCfL 

Krdi I cftccm ; but if it makes men vain. 
Merit is loft, tho* quality remain. 
Vfhcn thefc two meet, how charming to the eye ! 
But fate too oft this junftion does deny. 

One, without choice, is lavifh in expence. 
Too much of Luxury has fpoilM his fenfe i 
While m another's grandeur we may find 
A Tafte moft exquifite, with neatnefs join*d. 
The leaft refcmblance of the firft beware. 
And imitate the laft with utmoft care. 

But can we thus felicity attain, 

Or the true Good by this our condudt gain ? 

*Tis what we've no experience of: mankind 

This true felicity cou'd never find ; 

In vain we fearch of earth and fea the hoards ; 

Nor earth nor fea this precious gem affords. 

Indeed, nothing but a perfedt refignation to the 
will of Providence, can make us truly happy. 

Let's calmly live without a moan j 

For as Malherbe confeft. 
To will what God willsy is alone 

Tbefciencs that gives reft *- 

But is it not contrary to the Will of that Provi- 
dence, to perfecute one another in the moft barba- 
rous 

» MalherBi in his Con&lation to Mr. da Pcricr, upon tht 
Dinth tfhis DiiHghter. 
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rous manner, becaufe we art not of the fame Opt- 
niofl in Religion f as if Ferfuafion ought to ftretch 
Bather than Con^£tion ; and it were in our powa*, 
to believe what we pleale. Yet diefe evils will 
never have an end till the ancient rights Reijgkm 
had once over our heart, are reftored to her agun. 

Inltead of revUing and c^lii^ to naii^c 

Our Neighbour about his Belief, 
Lee us look what his Life is, and not what hs 
(Though^ 

And unite in good deeds j that's the chief % 

In the laft Converfation we had together, jcta 
told me fome particulars, concerning the Rsmaiue 
of the Rofe ; I fhould be glad to fee them more at 
length. 

> Stt Vtl. n. $1^. 90. 
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A LETTER 



|r R O M 



M^ DES MAIZEAUX, 



T a 



JM. DE ST. EVREMOND, 

Concerning the 

Romance of the Rofe, 



]^ Here fend you. Sir, the Particulars you defired 
^ of me, concerning $he Romance of the Rofe. They 
d not coft me much pains. Three or four of ouf 
French Authors furnifli'd me with moft of them 5 
and I had little more to do, but to coUeft them. 

^e Romance of the Rofe^ % properly fpeaking, a 
Courfe of Love-Philolbphy : that is, a Syftem of 
liOve; or, to fpeak as our old Authors do. The 
Commandments of Love^ in order to come at Enjoy-^ 
ment. This work was begun by William de 
LoRRis % and finiftied by John Clopinel, fir- 

named, 

^ « He vas a tJathe tftht City rf Lorrh, in the Gj^msj and 
*fU likely^ ht to9k his ilamtfrpm thtnce. 
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named db Meun, becaufe he was bom at Meuq, 
upon the Loire *. Some pretend that he got the 
name of Clopinel, by being lame. Williai^t 
DE LoRRis * imdertook that Work to pleafe a Lady^ 
vith whom he was in love ; but he died in the Year 
1260, without having been able to finilh it. Johw 
DE Meun continuM it forty Years after the Death 
(^LoRRis, as he tells us himfelf in the prophetical 
Compkin^ of Love. John de Meun was a man 
of great Lcarmng: he was of the Order of the Do- 
minican Friers, a Do<Stor of Divinity ; and w;th^J a 
great Orator, Philofopher, and Matnematician. Hfe 
wrote many Books, and made feveral Tranflations * ; 
and among others, that of Boetius de Confolatione 
?hihfophi(^y which he dedicated to Philip the Fair. 
I here fet down the beginning of his Dedication, 
where he (peaks of the Works which he had already 
compofed * : ^0 'jour Royal Majeftjy mofi nohlfi 
Prince J by ^be Grace of God King of France ^ Philip 
the Fourth J I John de Mbung {who formerly upoft 
jedoufies putting Bul a ccoiL in prifony taught how 
totaketbeCaJlky and gather the Rofe -^ and tranjlate^ 
from Latin into French Vegetius de re militari, and 
the Wonders of Ireland, and the Letters of Vzrzji, 
Abeillard ^»JHelois hisfVife^ and AELREo'i 
iook concerning Spiritual Friendjhip) do now fend you 
BoETius de Confolatione: which I have tranjlated 
into French^ altho* you underjland Latin very welk &?c. 
BoucHET, in his Annals of Jquitan^y t^kGS no- 
tice of John de Meun. " In the unie of Pope 

*' JoH^ 

* See Fauchit's R«qie3 contenant les Noms 8c Sommairc dcs 
Ocunes A'aucuns Poetcs & Rymcurs Francois, vivans avant 
J^MXJCC} in theOeavres dc Fauchet, Tom. il. R/. jSjrj ef 
^ ^»ris E£tion 1610: and U Croix da Maine, in his Bibliothcqw 
^AutcursFVan^ois, m$bejirtichofjebSindcM!C\ini ou Mehun. . 

' Vauehetfajfs he was a lav^er. 

* You wu^fH the TitU of them in ltd Croix du M4CT#,« 
lUuehety ubifupra. . ' 

VoL.IIL F 
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«« John XXII, fass be S flourifh'd at Pare Ma- 

«• fter John de Mehun, a Doftor of Kvinity , and 

«< a great PhUofopher : who todc delight in com^ 

«< pofing feveral ungular Books ; andamon^ others 

*« he finifliM the Romance of the Rofe^ which wai 

*« begun by Mailer William de Lorris : He 

« tranflated out of Latin into French, Bobtius de 

«^ Confolatione : and de reiimine Principum^ writtea 

«( by St. Tbomas: ana Ovid de Arte amandu 

<« which he had done very well to let alone : And 

« wrote feveral other diverting Books of Worldli- 

«« nefi. His Body lies in the Qoifter of the Dami- 

«« nicans, at Paris ; where, as I was told at the laid 

•* place^ it was buried byordo- of the Court of Par- 

** liament : For the (aid Friers would not bury him ; 

^* becau& he had foolM them, and had given them 

«* in his ficknefs a Trunk fidl of Slates : which the 

^ faid Friers fancy'd to be Money ; and found the 

«* Cheat after his death, and before they had bury'd 

«* him. I don't believe it to be true/* 

Pasquier prefers William de Lorris and 
John d£ Mehun to all the Poets of Italy. ^^ In the 
« Reign of St Lewis, fa'jshe'\ wehad William 
<* DE Lorry: and in that of Philip the Fair, wc 
^» had John de M^^un ; whom fome of our Au- 
«« thors ^ have compared to Dante, the Italian 
•* Poet : And, for my part, I ihould be very wi- 
<« ling to fet them up againft all the Poets of Italy -, 
^« whether on account of their marrowy Sentences, 
^ or their elegant Expreflions, altho* the general 
*« GEconomy does not relemble that which we pra- 
*< 6Kfe at this day. Do you feek Natural or Moral 

« Bhi- 

^ Les Annales d'Aquhatne, Faids 8c Geftcs en ibmixiaure dos 
Ains de France 8c d^ Angleterre, Pays de Naples 8c d'e MiiaOr 
'imt IV. Chit}. IL Piij. 187 9ftht Edkj 1644. 

^ Us Rechcrches dc ia France, Snk VII. Chf^f. t.>. m. «oi- 
ef the Fans JEdhkn 1^43. ^ ^ ^ ^ . 
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•f Philoibphy ? you will find in them as much as 
•' tbcy have occafion for : Would you have fome 
** wife firokes, or would you have ftrokes of folly ? 
«* you will find them there in abundance, but ftrokes 
•* of foUy for which you may be the wifen When 
«' even they have occafion to mention any thing of 
** IXviflity, yOu will find they are no Apprentices 
** at it. And fome fince their time have been in 
great vbgue ; who enriched themfelves with their 
feathers, without taking notice of in Wherefore 
** they have prefervcd both their Works and their 
" Fame to .this day^, among an infinite number of 
•* others, who have been buried in years^ within the 
" coffin of darkiiefs. Clement Ma rot would 
'^ needs make them fpeak the Language of our time^ 
^.' in order to engage your eSeminate and trifling 
^' Sparks to read this Romance ; Which is nothing 
** eUe but a Dream ^ whereof the chief fubjeft is 
[^ Love i in which you cannot fufficiendy praife the 
" invention j fcjfr in reality the efiefts of Live are be* 
** tweep us, nothing elfc but true Dreams^ This is 
** the reafon why William de Lorry prefup- 
*• pofes that it was in the Spring, which is the Sea- 
" fon exprefly dedicated to that eXercife. This Au* 
V thbr lud not leifure to advance his Book very <ar * 
*' but in that little which he has left us % he is (if I 
•* may venture to fay fo^ inimitable in his Defcrip-* 
« tions. Read that of the Spring, and then that of 
** Time : I defy all the Antients, and thofe who 
" (hall come after us, to niake any that excel them, 
^.' John de Mehun h?d more Learning than 
** Lorry, and had likewifc more leifure and mat^ 
** ter than his predeceflbr/* 

The feekers after the Philofopher's Stone, pretend 
to find it in this Romanes ; nor ought this to furprize 
«s, Unce they fee it clearly in the* Sopg of Solofpi^^ 

Other*' 

♦ /ft wrote tut aiiut ^ffth Vutt tftt^ 

F 2 
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Others have divertsed chemfelvos wth difcoverk^ 
in it a kind of Moral Divinity ''' : but the Vinous 
Gerson, ChanceUor of the Univcrfity of Paris, 
very far fronni that opinion, look'd upon it as a very 
dangerous Book ; and wrote a EHffertation, on pur- 
pofe to decry it ' '• In fine, there were people who 
took it to be a Satyr againft the fair Sex, as we Ihall 
fee prefently. They were not altogether in the wrong. 
John de Meun had kept meafures fo little with 
the Women in that Work, that they refolved to be 
revenged on him. The Prefident Fa uch e t, who has 
preferved us this Story, tells it in fo fimple and natu- 
ral a manner, that I fhall make ufe of his own words. 

" John de MzvifG^/ayshe '*, was like to be paid 
*^ in the fame coin that his Mafter Ovi d was : for 
" fome of the Ladies at Court who lay under a bad 
fame. Monks, Hypocrites, and other debauched 
people, whom he had lafhed in his Book, raifed 
up a great many enemies ^ainft him. The La- 
dies being vexed at thefe two biting Lines, 









j411 of you arcy will be^ or have been^ 
Whores in Deed^ or in fFillj 



« refolved one day to chaftife him for them. From 
« which defign he cleverly delivered himfelf in 
" this manner. John de Meung, being come to 
« Couit on fome bufinefs, was ftopt by the Ladies 
" in one of the chambers of the King's palace, 
« being furrounded by feveral Lords ; who, in or- 
^ der to be in their good graces, had promifed to 
^^ point him out, and not to hinder their punifh- 
" ing him after what manner they pleafed. BuC 

*' John 

»» ^w the DytoHrfi which is at the leiimdng tf tht UitkiB 4 
f*« Rodmucc ot the Rofe, frinttdt^t fans By Qalligt du fri, m 
th$ Tear ifip, m OBav^, 

" £/» Croix du Maine, 

^» tJbi fupr. faiL f^o» 
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^^ JoBiY D£ Meun feeing them holding Rods i& 

their hands, and prefllng the Gentlemen to make 

him ilrip, begg'd they would grant him but one 

requeil ; fwearing that on that condition he 

** would not aflc any abatement of the Punifliment 

" they were ready to inflict on him, fwhich he had 

** not deferved) but on the contrary the heighming 

*' of it. Which was granted with great difficulty, 

and at the eameft rcqueft of the Lords. Then 

John begun to talk to them in this manner: My 

*' Ladies, fince I muft receive chaftiiement, I 

'' ought to receive it from thofe whom I have of- 

*^ fended* Now I have fpoken only of ill Women, 

" and not of you here, who are all of you hand- 

*' fome, difcreet, and virtuous: wherefore fhe a- 

" mong you that finds herfelf offended the moft, 

^' let her begin to ftrike, as the mightieft Whore of 

" all thofe whom I have blamed. There was not 

" one of them all who would take the honour of bcr 

^* ginning firft, being afraid of bearing that infamous 

*' Title. And John efcaped, leaving the Ladies 

" cover'd with Ihame and confufion, and giving 

^' the Lords there prefent a fufficient caufe for laugh- 

" ter: for there were fome of them who thought 

'*' fuch or iuch a Lady ought to begin •, but thofe 

" who were better advifed, diverted this Judgment, 

^' to avoid the ftrife that muft have followed upon 

« it. 

** The Romance of the Rofe^ adds Fauchet, 
" has (neverthelefs) been received into the Libraries 
^' of die Lords, as an entertaining Book, and full of 
** beautiful learned paflages, in fpite of the Preachers 
♦* and Divines ; who were forry to fee it fo much 
*' read, and learn'd by all forts of people. And, 
" among others, Mafter Martin Franc, aNa- 
^ tive of the County of Aumale in Normandy, Pro- 
" voft and Canon of Lauzane in Savoy, publifh*d a 
" Book againft the Romance of the Rofi^ intitled, 
^ F 3 ** ^-^.^ 
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<» The Laifs Champion: as if John de MeuitO 
*« had wrote j^ainft them 5 but this was long after 
5* the Death of Matter John de Meung, for this 
«* Champion is dedicated to Philip the Second, 
<« Duke of Burgundy, firnamed the Good*^ 

Fauchet relates afterwards the Trick which 
John de Meun playM the Dominicans: but tho* 
tie quotes Bouchet for his Author, he varies from 
him in fome particulars. He fays, that John 
DE Meun had order'd by his laft Will and Tefta- 
ment, that thefe Friers IhouM bury him in thehf 
Church •, and left them a Trunk with all that was in 
it, on condition neverthelefs that it ihould not come 
into their hands till after he ftiould be buried. Scarce 
was the Ceremony over, but the Dominicans w«rt: 
to inquire about this Trunk ; and they found p6- 
thing in it but Slates, which *tis likely he had made 
ufe of to draw Mathematical Figures upon. This en- 
raged them to fuch a degree, that they dug up his 
Corps ; but the Court of Parliament having notice 
of it, ordered that it fliou^ be hqnourably interred 
in the Cloifter of the Convent, notwithftanding all 
the oppofition of thofe good Friers. 

The Roma^e of the Rofe was made Pfofe by 
John MpuLiifET '% who enrichVl it with feveril 
Allegoric^ of his own Invention. 

I had forgot to tell you. Sir, that the Language 
of all the printed Copies of the Romance of the 
Rofe^ is different from what it was at firft. It was 
changed into a more modem Fr^ch *^: and this is 
alfo the reafon why Ac printed Copies differ {o much 
fronci one another ; every BoQkfcUer having cauied 
new Alterations to be made in his. We have al- 
ready feen thatPAsquiER mY{)s Recherches^ blames 
Marmot for having rcvifed it : heexprcfles himfelf 

yet 

n A Can^t ofVaUncmms. He jburilh^i ^ut tbetUiP. i+S*. 
S$i la Crdix du Matne, pM^, ^^^, and 246, 
'4 L0 Croix dn Msm, '■'" 
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yet more vehemendy in his Lett^s " : There is noU 
lays he, a learned man among usy "Ufbo does not read 
the learned Writings of Mr. Ah Am Chartier, ..., 
md who does not bug the Romance of the Rofe, 
wbicb I heartily wijb Clbmbnt Marot^ hj aridi^ 
mlous mixture of old and new Language^ bad m$ 
taken upon him to eloatb after the modern French 
fafibion. And yet it is certain, others had been 
employed ip this before him. I have even obferved, 
that the Manufcnpts have been chaqged, a9 well as 
the printed Q>pie$ ; and it is hard to meet with any 
of them that have efcaped the indifcitet diligence ^ 
thofe Reviiers. They thought to make the Work 
better, and they only fpoiled it. We Q|nnot now 
ju^e by thofe revifed Copies of the S^te of ottr 
Language, in the thirteenth Century. That fim- 
plicitv and agreeablenefi which it then had, not- 
widiftanding all its imperfection, has been taken 
from it. 'Tis almoft the lame thing as if one at this 
day, fhould fet about revilit^ our Authors of the 
fifteenth and fuoeenth Centuries, in order to bring 
them nearer to our modem Langus^e. 

Chaucer that mofl ancient and celebrated Eng- 
lifli Poet '*, luth tranflated a good part of the 
Romance of the Rofe. I A^ -fct dqwn h^re fpme 
Verfes of the beginning : 

9an? menne faine tfiar in Vaxwnln%st 
^(Q nia but MAtg anH U&tfftf 
S(tt mmne ma; Tome n«eueti tmi 
ni^ WAH tfiat Calfe m tf^x\K 
l^t a&^jtsarti ben apparatint 
%W tna; 3 Ittato to isatraunt^ 
s fln SLm^uz t^t liffflit fl^acrobef; 
^iiat lalt n^ ^itmtt talte ne Utti 

H Bi^k II. h th0 Letter to Mr. Cujas f, m. M4, ^[^f- 
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]5ut unDotl tw ^e outContt 
*!l\fit Mi^ttom met Mas Ctptoan * 
;anti tol)o ro raiti, 01 twnrtg itU 
.0 fape oj el0 nicete 
%tt Xfxne t^c tiitmejs attec fall 
ilet totia fo m a (ble me call 
jioi ttit0 qoto 3, anfl ta? fo; me 
<;i:^at D^me0 Cffnifiaunce be 
fiDC goon anb tacoi ta man? tolff^tst 
^gat Piemen in ^i^pe a nig^dil 
ifuU manp t^ine& couerrlv 
.%^t fallen oftq all openl;. 

mtt^l^ m? rmntu mt of age 
$ail)cn tiat lotie taftet^ Ififi cojage 
fliif Soung;.folbe» 3 toent Coone 
^9 lieti, a» 1 toa0 tootic to Dene 
• SLnh M i Qcpt, anO fit Qepfng; 
#e mecte Cucii a fioeuenitig 
'^gat UkeO me tsonoei^ toele 
®ut in ttat Ctoeuen (0 netier a twle 
tEliat It ni!$ afteitoarO liefan 
)&tsi)t a0 tii0 Iijeme fiooll tell u^ all. 

J2o\» t&(0 meme toill 1 rime atlgtit 
1:0 mahe itmt bejt^ ffa? anti Ug^t 
ifo; lobe ft praiet^, anti alCo 
CommanOetg me tl^at it 6e fo* 

j3nti ff tfitje amp a^lie me 
SSigetliej ttiat It be fie or %, 
!^Oto t|i(0 boo&e, Xc^itl f ^^ 
&^all If te, tdat 3 rede pou geje 
3t 10 tie Eomauttt of tte mate 
3n Wtl all tie ajt of loue 3 clofe» 

'Xle mate; &fre f0 of to ma&e 
(Bob gjaunt mie in g^ee tlat C|e ft Ukt 
jfoi toloni t|9t fr beffonnen i$ 
:anb t|at is i|)e, t|at latfi tt]of0 
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fbo Mmtiit in MKbtn to &e 

Witt 1^ toell ottgfit of vctttaM vig^t 

St turn 3Koct or rfKi? tofirit *% 
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A B I L L E T 

T O M A D A M 

BE LA PERRINE'. 

I Send to fee whether the fatigue you had yefter- 
day, was not as great as the pleafure of feeing 
the Ceremony *. If you had the company of the 
Prebendari^ as I make no doubt you had, I don^t 
pity you, a hey have remedies againfl the weari- 
nete and fainmels that we are apt to be feiz'd with 
on fuch occafions. The Dean of Guernsey ufed to 
fay, that a Canon or Prebendary^ and an Hofpitaller^ 
are the fame thing. This is their Inflitution, and he 
wha does not give good entertainment to his Guefl, 
affords an occafion of a Lapfe, and deferves to lofe 
his Canonicate ; a rifque which Dr, Sartre has ne- 
ver run. I could wifh you had his company often : I 
fancy that of Dr. Bre v al cannot but be very good ; 
and that you will find your account very well in the 
graces and favours which the Lord beftows on his 
Church. 

A 

>*' Tht Romance of the Rofe in tht Works of QmkctXyfrmui 

' The MarchUmfs de U Ferrine. 
^ The ^jmm*s Qwumtm the xitfWj i^otT 
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A LETTER 

T O 

ly. S I L V E S T R E 

YO y fznnot imagine tl)e joy I was in when I 
law the Pye v^ come. Befides that a Par- 
tridge-Pyc is confiderablc in itfelf, it rccall'd t6 my 
mind the idea of my Lord Mount ague, of you, 
and of all the good company at Boughton ; and 
made me imagine in a Ihrely manner all the Beauties 
there, which 1 have not feen, and of which I am in- 
£3rmed by all thofe who have been there. My Lord 
Gai^lway who is a good judge of every thing, 
told me that the Cafcade of Boughton is the moft 
perfedl and finifh'd one he ever faw : Aat there arc 
greater colle6lions of Water at Verfailles and Chaa- 
tiUy ; but that if he was to give a model of thofe 
kinds of Works, he would give that of the Cafcade 
of Boughton in preference to all others. Mr. L£ Coq^ 
. ||a$ made a defcription of it in a very long Letter ; 
and the Marquis D E Montandre talks of it al- 
moft after the lame manner that they do. 

If my Lord fcnt me the Pye of his own proper 
motion, he makes me one of the moft prefumptuous 
men in the world : even tho* you had put him in 
mind of it, yet I fhould ftill have a very great ob- 
ligation to his Lordfhip, and Ihould not be di^leaf^ 
to lie under many more of that kind to him. I am 
afraid there nr^av be a foit of in^titude in making 
fuch nice diftinctions. Whatcvct^ v^ty there may 

2 be 
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be in it, I am willing to bdieve, diat my Lord 
thought of me fiirlt himfelf, and that you pu^ h^i 
11} mind from time to time of his defign. 

After I had written my Letter, Moniieur la 
Pi £ R R£ arrived, who gaveineclevcn PesLcbeSyXvbub 
are worth eleven Cities j to fpeak like the Spaniards, 
when ^ey would highly commend d)^ prefen|9 they 
receive. The pains whidh I feel this minute, brins 
my diftemper to my mind. I wifh you had cured 
me with the Diet of Boughton, the Partridges, 
Truffles, fcf^, If you were here, yo|ir Lpoks alone 
would da There is no diftemper diat can hold it 
againft the corpufiulay effluvia^ emanationes^Jimu^ 
lacra famtatisj which flow from your eyes. I wifli 
with great impatience to receive the effeos of them. 




A BILLET 

TO MADAM 

t 

PE LA PERRINE. 

I Thought to have brought you as far as innafe 
Ideas % but I fee you are hardly got to Axioms. 
Ijft us lay aiic)e Knowledge ; Solpmon (he wifeft 
man laid, that ICnowledge was a wearinefs to the 
jlejh. Not being abk to rejoyce that of th^ Ladies, 
it is decency and good manners not to afflict and 
vex it. If tne changing of a Guinea, or a whole 
Guinea, could this day merit an ent;ry into your 
Houfe, I fhould endeavour to have that merit : not 
on the account of money, but by my civil and 
gallant manner of lofii>g it. 

A 

^U.d€ Si. EvrifnMd 90s then fi^JOng Mr. Utl^ji Eflay coa:,^ 
^nin^ Human Uodcrftaqdinj^. Jl 
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A BILLET 

T O 

p% S I L V E S T R E. 

?fTp I S about ten vcars ago that my Lord Moun- 
J TAGtJi, €xplain*d to the Dutchefs of Ma- 
z A R I N and me, the meaning of Depontani. I thought 
I had read all the good Audiors, that fpeak of the 
cuftoms of the Romans ; but I had mifs'd Festus, 
who teaches me what my Lord told us, but does 
not explain it fo well. Dep^nfani were oli men 
good for nothing, ufclefe to publick and private 
perfons, who were thrown from the top of the B ridge 
(de ponte) into the River. This Difcourfe alarm'd me. 
Judge you, if I ougjit not CD be in^e Utmoft appre- 
henfion this day : 

Urget pr^fentia Turni. 

I beg of my Lord Mount a cue r^ot to put me 
in the number of the Depontani ; but to contribute 
to preferve me in the world as long as nature will 
allow. As for you. Doctor, who ought to take 
care of my old Mafs, and enliven it agaki by your 
falutary Looks, how comes it that you have been 
fo long without feeing me ? If you give over your 
afliduity, I will take back thoie corpufoles, dio& 
atoms of health which I gave you. 
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A B I L L E T 

TO MADAM 

DE LA PERRINE 

MONSIEUR Ro ur I BJtB has obtained your 
good graces for tvro Jonquils : one of my 
age ought to make a more conGderable prefent % 
wherefore I fend you five. I (hould not be in pain 
abcHit favours, if I knew how to make a good ufe of 
them. Pray fend me word what you are to do 
after dinner. I figned all my Letcers to the Dutchefs 
of Mazarin, when ihe and I were good fiiendsi 
lis Don Qyxiot did his to DutciNiA ; ibe 
Knight with the difmal countenance : and (he (^n'd 
hers as Dulcinea did to Don Quixot« 
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A LETTER 



T O 



COUNT MAGALOTTI, 

Cotmjellor of State to his Royal Highnefs 
the Great "Duke of TUSCAKT. 

■ 

HO W happy are you. Sir 1 I have had the ho- 
nour to know you above thefe thirty years : 
your years have acquired you a great ftock of knQw- 

I ledge-; 
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ledge ; have gained you a great deal of extperiencei, 
a great deal of efteem, without leflfening the vigour 
either of your Mind or Body : mine, which are iii- 
deed more numerous, have not been fo favourable 
to mc. They have Jeft pdme of the Vivacity which 
I had, nor the beft GMillitution in the world which 
I was Weft with. For the reft. Sir, I am extreamly 
obliged to you for writing, to me in Italian. If you 
had taken the pains to virriteto nle m French, you 
would have put me to the blufh, to lee a ftranger 
tihderftand the beauty and delicacy of our Language, 
a great deal better than L 'Tis trtie, all the Na- 
tions in Europe would have had the fame reaibn to 
blulh ; for there is none of them whdfe Language 
you do not fpeak more el^antly than their greateft 
wits can do^ 

I muft have done you much injury in di^ opi- 
nion which the Marquis Rinuccini ' had of yout 
difcemment : th6 teputation which you were pleafed 
to gve itte with him, has certainly fpoil*d yours. 
Tim Court is extreamly fatisfied with him, his pe;-- 
fon, his behaviour, and his converfation. I have 
found all the accompliihments in him that can be 
defired The Cavalier Giraldi, who is in great 
favour with every body here, makes him acquainted 
ynth all his frietds, which he wifl fhnd in no need 
of, when he pleafes to appear himfelf : his prefence 
makes it unneceflary for any one to do him good 
offices. 

Before I ihakd an end, I befeech you^ Sir, td ac- 
quaint his Royal Highhefe with my humble acknow- 
ledgments, which I fhall retain to the laft momentr 
of my life, for alfthc favours he has conferred upon 
me. 1 owe to the liberalitiesof his good Florence 
Wine, my latter years, which I have. Ipent with 

tol«- 

« J&K/^r BxttMrdmaty fim the Grti/tt Duke (f Tfffi^njr, n 
0imtl$ment th ^tm m h$r 4sc^n t9 thi Thrm. 
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tolerabJe cafinefi. After you have acquitted me 
dp this firft duty, wtuch is to me the moft preoous 
ih the world, you will have the goodnels to afliire 
t^e Comniandeur Del Bene of the efteem which I 
ihall have for his merit all my life. I will give you 
no new afliirances of the fentiments which you in- 
fpired into me, from the very moment I had the 
honour to know you. I Ihall end with giving you 
an a^couttt of the fkte I have been ih this loi^ time : 
thefe (oL Verfcs which I wrote formerly •, will ex- 
plain it to you : 

Far from France my life I leadf 
Far from plentyy far from need i 
With my vulgar fate content^ 
And the little Heaven hatb lenl* 

Vehue^ if not four y I cbufei 
Pleajurej if not wild and loofe i 
Life Ilovey but do not fly 
At Death* s approdcby nor fear to die. 

A^ ill as I ant this day, yet I ought to wifli ra^ 
ther than fear it : but if 1 pate an hour without pain» 
I reckon niy felf happy* You know that a fulpen^ 
fion of pain, is the felicity of thde who fuffen I 
find that mine k fuipencled when I am fo happy 
as to entertain you. 

.» $99 th9 Life of M. 4e ^t. Evremond mder tkeyesr tCSf. 
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M. DE ST. EVREMOND, 



BY 



D^ CHETWOOD. 



TH E Difcourfes whkh compofc this Book % 
being pnnted already in another Language, 
there may be feverai amongft us who have 
only h€iard in general of Monfieur St. Evremond, 
and the reputation he has with the men of fenie ; and 
therefore may' be well enough pleas'd to know 
what it is wherein he excels, and which diftinguiflies 
him from other Writers. For it is npt with the Wits 
of our times, how eminent foever, as with thoie 
who lived under Augustus, when the Empire 
and Language were in fome fenfe univerfall They 
properly wrote to the world : the Moderns, even 
the Fi'ench Authors themfelves, write at moft, 
but to a Province of the Roman Empire , and if 

.. . » they 
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< Dr. Kmghtley Chetvood^ aptmards DiMn tf Ghe^tr. 

* Tfnst »nd the faUomng cWadker of M. ce St. EFremood* 
Wire frtfxt to the JSngUJh T^AnpMtign tffimf tfku fforks frk^ 
in the Ttm^ 1692. 
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they are known bcyortd their own Country, and be- 
come a common benefit to mankind, it is, in a 
great meaiiire, owing to their Tranflators. 

Monfieur St. EvreMond hath eftaWi/h'd his 
fame where-ever the French Language is underftdod ; 
and yet furely he cannot be difple^fed with an at- 
tempt to caity it farther, by making him fpeak 
that of a Countfy, where he has refided fo many 
years. 

Whoever reads thefe Eflays will acknowledge, 
that he finds there a fineneis of exprefHoa, and a 
deiicateinefs of thought, the eafin^fs of a Gentleman^ 
the exadfaieis of a Scholar, and tne good fenfe of a 
Man of Bufinels : that the Author is throughly ac- 
quainted with the world, and has converfed with the 
beft fort of men to be found in it. His fubjefts are 
often great and noble, and then he never fails to 
write up to them. When he fpeaks of the antieht 
Romans, you would believe you were reading one 
of the fame age and nation ; the fame fpirit, the 
fame noble freedom, the fame unafFefted greamefs 
appear in both : if the fubjeft he chuleth^ be of a 
lower nature, he is fure to write that which is not 
common upon it ; there is ftill fomewhat new and 
agreeable, and beyond what you could expedt. 
However you were aflfefted when you began to 
read hirti, he gains upon you infenfibly, and before 
you have done, you take a pleafure to be of the 
fame opinion with him. 

The variety and choice of his Subjefls pleafes you 
no lefs, than \rfiat he writes Upon them. He pei^-^ 
tually entertains you with new Objefts, and dwells 
not too long upon any of them. As for Method, it 
is inconfifbent with his Defign ; neither pretends he 
to write all that can be faid. He fcts not up fdr a 
Teacher -, but he inftruds you unawares, and with- 
out pretending to it. Every thing appears fo natu- 
ral that the Art is hidden, and yet the Obferver 
Vol. UL G finds 



^s THE CHARACTER O? 

finds all llie fb^es of a M»fter*& han^ Hekxicrafs 
exaftly when to give over: all is fo weU, yotftt 
wiih he had faid more ; and yet when he conaudes^ 
you believe he could not have ended better. He 
has truly fhid^ed Nature in that point, that it is 
with the Mind as with the Body: they are to be 
treated alike ; the Defires of both Sko\m be &tisGed^ 
yet fo that you are to rife with an. Appetite.. 
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B Y 



M^ DRYDEN. 



I Know how nice an Undertaking it is to write of 
a living Author, yet the Example erf" Father 
BouHOURs has fomewhat encouraged me in this At- 
tempt. Had not Monfieur St, Evremond been 
very con fiderable in his own Country, thatfamdus 
Jefuit would not have ventured to praifc a perfoir in 
difgrace with the Government of France, and living 
here in banifhment. Yet in his Pertjees Ingenieukt^ he 
has often cited our Author's Thoi^ts and' his Ex- 

prei&ons \ 
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|)feffioi]s; asthe Standard of judicious thinking, and 

SaceAil ^^eaking. An undoubted fign th^t his 
crk was fuffictendy eftablifli'd, when the disfa- 
iwour of ithe Court could not prevail againft it. There 
is tiot only a Juftnefs in his Conceptions, which is 
the foundation of good Writing, but alfo a Purity 
of Language, and a beautiful Turn of Words, io 
little underftood by modem Writers : and which in- 
deed was found at Rome, but at the latter end of 
the Common-wealdi ; and ended with Petronius^ 
•under the Monarchy. 

If I durft extend my Juc^ment to Particulars, I 
would fay that our Author has determined very 
nicely in his opinion of Epicurus ; and that what 
he iaid of his Morals, is according to Nature and 
Rtafon. 'Tis true, that as I am a religious Ad- 
miver of Virgil, I could wifh that he had not 
-diicoverM our Father's nakednefi. But, after all, 
we muft confefs that JEn e a s was none of the greateft 
Hero's, and that Virgil was fenfible of it him- 
felf. But what could he do ? The Trojan on whom 
he was to build the Roman Empire, had been al- 
ready vanquilhed ; he had loft his Country, and 
was a Fugitive, Nay more, he had fought unfuc- 
cefsfuUy withDioMEDES ; and was only preferv'd 
from death by his Mother Goddefs, who received a 
Wound in his defence. So that Virgil, bound as 
he was to follow the foot-fteps of Homer, who 
had thus defcrib*d him, could not reafonably have 
alter^ hisCharafter, and railed him in Italy tpa 
much greater height of Prowefs than he found him 
formerly in Troy. Since therefore he could make 
no more of him in Valour, he refolved not to give 
him that Virtue as his principal j but chofe ano- 
ther, which was Piety. 'Tistrue, this latter, in the 
compofition of a Hero, was not altogether fo ftii- 
ning as the former ; but ir intitled him more to the 
favour of the Gods, and their Prote6tion, in all his 

G 2 Un- 
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Undertakings. And, wJuch was the Poet's chiefefl: 
aim, made a nearer resemblance betwixtiENEAS and 
his Patron Augustus Cesar ; who (above all 
things) loVd to be flattered for being pdous, both 
to the Gods and his RelaticMis, And that very Piety, 
or Gratitude (call it which you pleaie) to the memory 
of his Uncle Julius, gave him the preference among 
the Soldiers to Mark Anthony, and confequoitly 
raifed him to the Empire. As for perfonal Courage, 
that of Augustus was notpufhing; and the Poet, 
who was not ignorant of that defedt^ for that reafon 
durft not afcribe it in the fupretne degree to him 
who was to reprefent his Emperor, under another 
name ; which was managed by him with the moft 
imaginable fincnefe : for had Valour been fet up- 
pcrmoft, Augustus muft have yielded to Agrippa. 
After all, this is rather to defend the Courtier, than 
the Poet ; and to make his Hero efcape again, mh 
der the covert of a Qoud. Only we may add, 
what I think Bossu fays. That the Roman Coim- 
mon-wealth being now changed into a Monarchy, 
Virgil was helping to the delign ; by infinuati^ 
into the people the Piety of their new Conqueror, 
to make them the better brook this innovation: 
which was brought on them by a Masi, who was 
favoured by the Gods. Yet we may obferve, that 
Virgil forgot not upon occafion to fpeak honoura- 
bly of JEne as, in point of Courage ; and that par- 
ticularly in the perfon of him, by whom he was 
overcome. For Diomedes compares him with 
Hector, and even with advantage : 

^icquid apud dura cejfatum eft m(enia I'roja ; 

He^orisy jEneaque manu VtStoria Grajum 

HcBfity ^ in decumum veftigia retulit annum : 

Amho animsy ambo inftgnes preftantibus armis \ 
Hie pietate prigr. 

JVfi 
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As for that particular paflage, cited by Mbnfieur 
St. Evremond, where ^Eneas (hows the utmoft 
fear in the beginning of a Tempeft : extetnplo yEnete 
fohmntur frigore membra^ 6?r. why may it not be 
%)poied, xmz having been long at Sea, he might 
be well acquainted with the nature of a Storm ; and 
by the rough beginning, fore-fee the increafe and 
danger of it ? At leaft, as a Father of his People, 
his Concernment might be greater for them, than for 
himfelf •, and if fo, what the Poet takes from the me- 
rit of his Courage, is added to the prime Virtue of 
his Charafter, which was his Pkty. 

Be this faid, with all manner of refpeft and de- 
ference to the Opinion of Monfieur St. Evremokd •, 
amongft whofe admirable Talents, that of Penetra- 
tion is not the leaft. He generally dives into the 
very bottom of his Authors, fearches into the in- 
moft Recefles of their Souls, and brings up with 
him thofe hidden Treafures which had cfcap*d the 
diligence of others. His Examination of the Grand 
Alexandre^ in my opinion, is an admirable piece of 
Cridcifm ; and I doubt not but that his Obfervations 
on the Englijh Theatre had been as abfolute in their 
kind, had he feen with his own eyes, and not with 
thofe of other men. But converfmg in a manner 
wholly with the Court, which is not always the trueft 
judge, he has been unavoidably led into miftakes ; 
and given to fome of 6ur coarieft Poets a reputa- 
tion abroad, which they never had at home. Had 
his Converfation in the Town been more general, 
he had certainly received other idea's on that fub- 
jed ' ; and not tranfmitted thofe Names into his 

G 3 own 

» Mr. J>rjim excepts here againfi the Judgmm of the Ceurt , 
and MfeMs te that ef the T(mn j becaufe the Duke ef Bttckingham 
aodfime l^erfims ^ polity, with whom Mr. de St. Evremond was 
eenverfant, and from whom he had his Notions of the Englijh Thea- 
tre, were fo far from affroving of his Plays, that they did fevereh 
eriticize ufon them. See the Duke of Euchingham's flay* calld 
The Refaeariai. 
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own Country, which mil be forgotten by Pofterity 
in ours. 

Thus I have contnuSed my Thoughts on a ki^ 
Subjeft 1 for whatever has been faid, falls ibort of 
the true Charafter of Monfieur St. Evremokd, 
and his Writings. 
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To which are prefixed the 

MEMOIRS 

O F T H E 

DUTCHESS OF MAZARIN. 
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ME M O I R S 

OF THE 

DUTCHESS OF MAZARIN-. 

1 1 N C E the obligations I owe you are of 
] that nature, that I ought to conceal no- 
thing from you, whereb I can teftify my 
I acknowledgments of them, I am wilfing 
to gratify you with the true Relation of my Life, 
being you defire it. Not that I am ignorant, how 
hard it is to fpeak difcreetly of one's felf : and you 
know howaverfelamin my nature, from explaining 
to the world, matters wherein I am fo nearly con- 
cerned : yet it is very natural to defend one's felf 
from Calumny, and to make appear to thofe, of 
whom we have received confiderable fervices, that 
we arc not ib unworthy of their favours, as the tra- 
ducii^ world would make us appear to be : nor can 
1 fpcnd the time of my Retreat with more innocence. 
But ifyiiaX I am going to acquaint you with, feem 
to favour much of the Romance, impute it rather 
fo my deftinyj than Co my inclination. I know the 

chief 
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chief glory of a woman ought to confift, in not 
making her felf to be publickly talked of; and 
thofe that know me, know Hkcwife that I never took 
much pleafure in things that make too much noife : 
but it is not always in our choice to live our own 
way ; and there is a kind of fatality, even in thofe 
things that feem to depend upon the wifeft conduft. 

I would not trouble you with the account 
of my Birth % if thofe that envied my Un- 
cle's 

» There being fever nl Tajfrges in thefe Memoirs, vfnch can- 
not be well underftood without fime previous Knowledge of the Fa- 
mily rf the Butchefs cf Msicarm, Ijhall give here a Jhrt Ac- 
count of it, 

Peter Mazariki, a Nativo of Fslertna in Sicilf^ lift tkdtfUee 
In order to fettle at Rome, where he died in the year 16^4. Sy 
his Wife Hortenfia Buffelini, he had among other Children, 

I. Julius Mazarini, a CardinaU frime Minijier of State In 
Trance, who died in i66i. 

II. Michael Mazarini, a Cardinal. He died in the uar 1^48. 

III. Laura-Marguerita Mazarini, married to Hterom Mar- 
iinox,xJ. She died at Rome in i6Bf, and left two Daughters : 

I. Laura the mfr ofjilfonfo d'Efio IV. Duke if VLodoM, who 
died in 1687. 

1. Anna-Maria, who was married in 16/4 to Armand do Bottr* 
bony Vrince ofConty, and died in i6yi. 

IV. HiERONiMA Mazarini, who married Michael-Laurenzo 
Mancini, a Roman Knight, and died in 16 f 6. Among otkor 

Children, fhe left : 

I. Philip Mancini, who was created Duke of Nevers hi France, 

and died in the year 1707. 

1. Laura, married to Lpois Duke of Vendome, She dkd in 
1657. 

3. Olimpia, who married Fugene-Maurico of Savoy, Couno ^ 
Soijfons, by whom Jhe had Prince Eugene, She died in 1708. 

4. Maria, married in \66i, to Lauronx^o Colonna, ConfiaSlo d 
the Kingdom rf Naples, 

f. Hortensia, who died in EngUnd in 1699, and is tho Smt- 
jea of thefe Memoirs. Cardinal Julius Max,arim left her the 
greatefi fart rf the immenfe Wealth he hadamaffed, and married 
her to Armaad-CharUs do la Forte de la Meilleraye, on cmtdirton 
trjat he and his Heirs Jhould take the Name rf Mazarik. TOteir 
Children are-, Marie-Charlotte, born in i66z, and marrud to 
ArmandfohndeVignerodduVleffis, Marqms rf Richelieu: Marie- 
Anne, bornm 1663, madeAbbefsduLisinj6^B: Maria-Oixmpia; 

Som 
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€k?s ^ glory had not endeavoured to tamUk the 
luftre thereof : but fince their fury fpared nothing 
th^t was his, it is lawful for me, to let you know 
tfuit I am defeended from one of the moft illuftrious 
Families of Rome ; and that my Anceftors for thcfe 
three hundred years have held a rank fo eminent 
and confiderable, that I m^ht have pafe'd my days 
happily, though I had never been Heirels to a firft 
Minifter of France. The Academy of the Virtuoji 
of Italy, which began at the Nuptials of one of our 
Family, made it appear what efteem that Houfe 
was in at that time : and as a farther addition of 
happineis, I had the advantage to be defeended 
from a Father, that was one of the mofl accomplilhed 
^d beft qualified of our Family. 

I was but fix years old when I was brought into 
France * ; and a few years after, the Duke of Ma- 
ZARiN rejefted the marriage bf my Sifter*, and 
conceived fuch a violent paffion for me, that upon a 
time he told Madam d'Eguillon, That if be 
cofdd btU have the happinefs to be married to me, it 
would not grieve him to die three months after. The 
luccefs furpaflfed his defire ; he has married me, and 
yet, God be thanked, he is alive flill. Upon the 
irfl report of his refufing my Sifter, the Cardinal 
was much offended ; and would often fay, He had 
rather marr*) me to a Footman. But he was not the 
only man I had the ill fortune to pleafe. An Italian 

Eunuch, 



hwn m t66f, snd wedded h 1681 ta Lewis-CbriJUfker Gigaulf, 
M$rqms tfBiUeflmds sitd <fU Botdayt : mid cWles- Julius, horn 
I9 \666y marnidm i68|' U Felicia'ArmandO'Charlotte rfDure- 
fin^Dttras, ildefi Duughttr cf Jatnti-Henry di Durefort, Duke of 
Durssf MMrefcifMl of France. 

6. Marie^Aime, vho was tnarried m i66i u Godefroy-Mau- 
fid di UTom d*JtHV€rgney JOuke ofBmdUmh Feer snd Lord Hi^b 
Chamberlain <f France. 

9 Cardinal Julim Mazarml 

4 In the year 16 f'^, 

I Married afterwards fe the CwfiahU Colemal 
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Eunuch, Mufician to the Cardinal, was accufed for 
having a kindnefs for me. But the truth is, that it 
was as much for my Sifter as for me. He was alfo 
jeered for being in love with the beautiful Statues 
that were in the Palace Mazarin. This man's Love 
certainly was unlucky, fince thofe poor Statues were 
fo cruelly punifhed for it as well as I, though they 
were as little in fault. 

It was no fault of my Sifter's, that I was not in 
love with fomething, as well as I was beloved. As 
Ihe had a fincere inclination for the King, fhe would 
have been glad to fee me ingaged with fome fuch 
folly. But being extream young and childifh, I 
could fix to nothing. All that Ihe could obtain 
from me, to oblige her, was to fhew fome com- 
plaifance to thofe of my age, that diverted me moft 
in our little Play-games, which then took up all my 
time and thoughts , tho' they were often interrupted 
by the King's prefence, who feldom ftirred from 
our houfe, tho* he converted among us with won* 
derful goodnefs. He had fo much of ferious and 
folid (not to fay of Majefty) in all his ways, that he 
could not keep himfelf from ftriking through 
us a moft aweful refpedt, even beyond his inten- 
tions. My Sifter was no way difturbed at his pre* 
fence, whoever elfe was : and you may eafily con^ 
ceive that his Affiduity had Charms for thofe who 
were the caufe of it, when it had none for others. 
As the things which Paflion makes us do, feem ri- 
diculous to thofe that have never known what that 
paflion is ; my Sifter*s expofed her very often to 
our raillery. One time among the reft we jeered 
her, becaufe ftie feeing at a diftance a Gentlemah 
of the Houfhold, who was about the King's ftature, 
with his back to her, ran to him with open arms, 
crj'ing, Ah my poor Sire \ Another thing that made 
us fport about that time, was a joke of the Cardinal's, 
^Ai\\ Madam de Bouillon, which was then about 
I ' fix 
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fix years old The Court was then at la Fere ^ 
One day as he made fport with her about fome 
Gallant that fhe laid ihe had ; at laft he b^an to 
chide her, for being with child. The refentment 
which (he Ihewed, diverted all fo, that it was agreed 
Ihe jQiould be ftill told of it. They ftreightened her 
Cloath? from time to time ; and they made her be- 
l^ieve thkt fhe was growing very big. This continued 
as long as it was thought neceflary, to perfuade her 
to the likelihood of her being with child. Yet 
fhe would never believe any thing of it, and denied 
it with a great deal of heat, until the time of her 
lying-in came, fhe found betwixt her fheets, in the 
moniing, a Child new-born. You cannot imagine 
the aftonifhment and grief Ihe was in at this fight. 
Such a things faid fhe, never happ^n^d to any but to 
the Virgin Mary and my felf\ for I never felt any 
kind of pain. The Queen came to condole with her, 
and offered to be God-mother ; many came to goflip 
with her, as newly l^rought to bed : and that which 
at firft was but a pafttime within doors, came to 
be the publick divertifement of all the Court. They 
preflfed her hard to tell who was the Father j but 
all they could get from her, was only, That it could 
he none hut the Kingy 0;^ the Count of Guiche, be- 
caufe no other man but thofe two ever kijfed her. For 
my part, being three years elder than her, I was 
infinitely proud that I Knew the truth of the mat- 
ter •, and I could never be weary of laughing, to 
make people take notice I knew it. 

You will hardly believe that at thofe years, when 
there is nothing^ lefs thought of than of reafoning 
upon things, I fhould make as ferious Refledlions 
as I ever did of any thing of this life. It is true, 
notwithflanding, that my greatefl delight was at 
that time to fhut myfelf up alone, to write whatever 

came 

• In the year iC$6. 
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came into my head. It is not long ikce fome of 
thofe Papers fell into my hands ; aid I afTure you» 
I was ftrangely furprized to find diings k for fiir-^ 
paffing the capacity of a Girl. They were Douto 
and Queftions, which I propofed to myfelf upon att 
things, which I could not well undcrftand i could 
never fufficiendy fatisfy mv fancy in deciding diem -, 
and yet I fought with obranacy what I was not able 
to dive into, nor find. And it in my Conduft fincc> 
I have not fliewed much Judgment ; I have at leall: 
this Confolation, that I had a very great defire to 
attain to a good one. I remember about diat time, 
writing to a young Lady, for whom I had a great 
kindnefs, I began to grow weary of writing fo often, 
I love you J in one and the fame Letter -, and gave 
her to undcrftand, that hereafter I would CMily make 
a Crofs to fignify thefe three words. According to 
this pretty Invention, it happened fometimes that I 
writ to this Lady Letters wl^rein there was nothing 
elfe to be ken but whole Lines of Crofles, one after 
another. One of thefe Letters fell afterwards into 
the hands of fome, whom it concerned to find out 
the Myftery, but could never find any fault with ib 
godly a Cypher. 

My Infancy being pafled amcMig thefe innocent 
Amufements, or Paftimes, they began to talk ci * 
Match for me. Fortune, that intended to make me 
the moft unfortunate perfon of my Sex, began to 
flatter me with a fhew of making me a Queen ; and 
did all file could to make me hate theMatch fhe 
defign*d for me, by the comparifon of thofe where- 
with fhe firft did cajole my Imagination. Yet I can 
truly fay for myfelf, that thofe illufbious Matches 
never dazled my fancy. And the Duke of Maza- 
RiN dares not fay, that he ever found me guilty of 
any vain-glory above my condition. All the world 
knows how many repeated Overtures were made to 

I marry 
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many me with the King of England ''. As for the 
Ehike of Savoy, you know what was faid about it 
in the Journey to Lyons •, and that the bufinefs 
broke off, npon the CardinaPs obftinate refufal to 
abandon Geneva, in confideration of that Marriage. 
We lodged at Belle-Court 5, and our chamber- 
windows, which open'd towards the Market-place, 
were low enough for one to get in with eafe. Ma- 
dam DE Venelle, ourGovemefs, was fo ufed to 
her trade of watching us, that fhe rofe even in her 
fleep, to fee what we were doing. One night, as 
my Sifter lay afleep with her mouth open, Madam 
DE Venelle, after her accuftomed manner com- 
ing afleep as fhe was to grope in the dark, happened 
to thruft her finger into her mouth, fo far, that 
my Sifter, ftarting out of her fleep, made her teeth 
almoft mtet in her finger. Judge you the amaze- 
ment they both were in to find themfelves in this 
pofture, when they were thoroughly awake ! My 
Sifter was in a grievous fret. The ftory was told 
the King the next day, and the Court had the di- 
vertifement of laughing at it. 

The Cardinal, whether it were thro' Modefty or 
DiflTimulation, ftiewed himfelf as avcrfe as the 
Queen to the King's purfuit of my Sifter. As foon 
as the Marriage with the Infanta of Spain was coh- 
eluded *°, nothing was fo much in his thoughts, as 
how handfomly to fend her farrfier off, fearing left 
Ihe might be a hindrance to it. A little after our 
return from Lyons, he fent us to ftay for him at 
Fontainebleau •, from thence he carried us to Poitiers, 
where he left it to her choice to retire to what place 
flie pleafcd. She chofe la Rochelle : and the Car- 
dinal, willing to wean her a little more, defired the 

Bifliop 

*» See the JJfe of Mmfieur de St . Evremond^ mder the year i6jf^ 

• In the year i6jr8. 

» jl large Square at Lyons. 

^ In the year 165-9* 



112 PIECES ATTRIBUTED TO 

Bilhop of Frejus, at Brouage, to propbfe; to her the 
Marriage of the Conftable Colonna. But flie ,re- 
jeded it ; her Inclinations being not yet drawn into 
Italy, by what drew her thither fince. He had re- 
folved to carry Madam de Bouillon and me to 
the King's marriage -, but my Sifter obftinately re- 
fufing to let us go, when he fent for us, unlels (he 
niight go too •, he chofe rather to deprive himfelf of 
the pleafure of feeing us there, than to let her come 
with us. At their Majefties return from the Fron- 
tiers ", we were fent to Fontaineblea«, where the 
Court then was. The King looked but cold upon 
my Sifter, and his change began to make her re- 
folve to marry into Italy. She would ofien pray me 
to tell her as many ill things of the King as I could. 
But, befides, that it was hard to fpeak ill of fuch a 
Prince as he, who lived among us with that familia- 
rity and charming fweetnefs ; I being but ten years 
old then, I could not well comprehend what it yas 
Ihe would have. All I could do for her, loving her 
tenderly, and feeing her all in tears, was to weep 
for her Misfortunes with her, until fhe might, at my 
turn, bear me company to weep mine. 

The Cardinal was fo vexed at her fondnefs to the 
King, that he conceived a great averfion for her •, 
and as this Intrigue began with her firil coming into 
the world, it may be faid, that he hardly ever loved 
her. My Brother's Humour was nothing more plea- 
fing to him, and his Conduft much lefs j efpecially 
fince he was accufcd to have been at the Debauch 
of Roifli '*. One of the things which moft difplea- 

fed 

" In the Tear 1660: 

** The Count of Buffi IRabutin, the Abbot le Camus, nfterwarJs 
Bifljof of Grenoble, and Cardinal i Monfieur Manchuy Nephew l» 
Cardinal Mazjtrin, and fome others, having met in 165*9, atRoijjl, 
a Country-Seat belonging to Count Vivonne, in ord^ to J^*nd thf 
Eafter-Holidays, did on Goad-Iriday commit fevtral facrilegicHs 
Impieties and Extravagancies, (infomuch that it was confidently 
reported they had chriften'd a Fig, faid Mafs 9ver it, 8cc.p for 
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fed him in us, was the want of Devotion : you cannot 
imagine how much he was difcontented at it. He 
left no arguments untried, to induce us to have 
more. Among the reft, complaining once to us, 
becaufe we did not hear Mafs every day, he told us 
we had neither Piety nor Honour! At leaft^ faid he, 
if you donU bear it for GotTs fake^ hear it for the 
fTorld's. 

Tho' I was as much concerhed in his Remon* 
ftrances as the reft •, yet, either becaufe I was the 
youngeft, and fo the lels faulty, or that he faw fdme^ 
thing in my humour that pleafed him better, he had 
for a long time as much tendemefs for me, as he 
had averfion for them. This made him to chufe 
me, to leave his Eftate and Name to the man he 
ihould wed me to ; which likewife made him more 
circumlpeft in the care of my Education than the 
reft, and at laft alfo more dHpleafed when he be- 
lieved I had given him caufe* He was very appre- 
henfive of my engaging niy AfFeftibns to any one : 
Madam DE Veneue, who had direftions to pry 
into all my adtibns, would be continually fpeaking to 
me of every one that came to vifit me, or were 
likely to ei^age my Love, in order to difcover by 
my difcourfe my Thoughts of every body ; but I 
having no tie more to one than another, fhe could 
never make any difcovery ; and Ihe had been in ig* 
norance to this hour, haa not the indifcretion of my 
Sifter made her believe what was not. I told you 
that flie would always pi'efs me to love fomething. 
She importuned me for lome years to tell her if none 
of the Court pleafed me more than another j at laft 
being overcome with her intreaties, I told her, / 

faw 
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faw a Toutbin the houje that I liked weU enough i 
hut that I jhould be very firry he Jbould be half fo 
pleafing in my eye^ as the Kif^ was in hers. Over- 
joyed to have drawn this confeflion fixnn me, fhe 
afked me his name, but I knew it not. And thrf 
fhe took all the pains imaginable to make me de- 
fcribe him, fhe was above two months vexing of 
me before flie could find him out She underftood 
at laft that it was an Itali^ Gentlenun, newly come 
from being Page of the King's Chamber^ who was 
then but one of the Sub-Lieutenaats in the Guards, 
but has been fince killed in a much higher Employ- 
ment in Flanders. She told me his name, and like- 
wife made herfelf merry with the King about my ! 
pretended Inclinations, from whom flie could con- | 
ceal nothii^. The Cardinal knew it foon after, : 
and believing it quite another tfainig than it really 
was, fpoke to m^ <rf* it in very harfh terms. It 
was the right way to make fomething of nodsii^ ; 
and if I had been capable of engaging inylelf for 
fpight, his Reproaches m^ht incline me to deferve 
them. As this Gentleman was familiar in che hoofe, 
die noife the Cardinal made about it reached his 
ear, and raifcd in him Thoughts which he perhaps 
never had before ; at length he found means to 
make them known to me, and by^fiiySfter*s good- 
will I fhould have anfwer'd his Paffion, inflead of 
defpifing and rejediing it. 

In the mean time the Cardinal's diflemper grew 
every day worfe and worfe, the defire he had to 
eternize his name, carried him above the inc%natioa 
he had conceived againfl me. He broke his mind 
to the Bifhop of Frejus, and dcfh-'d to kno* his 
opinion of feveral perfons, and which of them he 
thought propereft for me. This Bifhop, won before 
by the IXike, upon prbmife 6f ^ thoufend Crowns, 
forgot nothing that m%ht deferve^diem. But he ne- 
ver had them; for he returned the Bond, intimating 

He 
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jl$ bad a greater mind to the Bi/boprick of Evreux^ if 
it could he gotten for bim ; but the King did dilpofe 
of it to another, nptwithftanding Monfieur Maza- 
rin's foliciting his Majefty for the fpace of two 
months. TheBiihop re-demanded the fifty thou- 
fand Crowns, but Monfieur Mazarin was no 
longer in a condition to pay them. 

As foon as the Marriage was concluded, he fent 
me a great Cabinet, wherein, among other rich 
things, there was ten thoufand Piftoles in gold* 
I gave great part of this gold to my Brother and 
Sifters, to leflfen their hatred of my Opulencies, 
which they could not fee without envy, whatever 
mien they made, I never put them to the trouble 
of alking me 5 for the key was always in the Cabi- 
net, and who would might take for me. One day, 
wanting other divertifement, we threw above three 
hundred. Piftoles out at the windows of the Palace 
Mazarin, to have the pleafure of feeing the Servants 
that were in the Court to fcramble and fight for 
them. This prodigality being told the Cardinal, it 
caufed fo much difpleafure in him, that it is belie- 
ved it haften'd his end j but whether it was fo or no, 
he died within eight days after, and left me the 
richeft Heirefs, but the unhappieft Woman, in all 
'Chriftendpm. 

Upon the firft tidings of his Death ^*, my Brother 
and my Sifter, inftead of being forry, cried to one 
another^ God he thanked^ he is gone ! And to tell 
ou the truths I was not much more afflifted : And 

is a remarkable thing, that a man of that merit, 
that all his life had laboured to raife and enrich his 
family, jfhould never receive other thanks from 
them, than apparent figns of hatred and averfion even 
after his death. But if you knew with what feverity 

he 

<> CarMml Ut^x^ln died m the ninth ofUmch, i66i. 
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he treated xis, you would be Ids furprized at this* 
Never man had fo fweet a Behaviour abroad and in 
publick, and fo harfh and fevere at home : And aD 
our Humours and Inclinations were point blank op- 
pofite to his. Add to this the tj^rannical fubjedtion 
we were kept in -, the tenderriefs of our years ; and 
riie infenfibility and carelefnefs we had for all things, 
to which too much plenty and profperity reduces 
commonly perfons of this age, in fpite of aU their 
good-nature. For my own particular, fortune has 
taken care to punifh rny Ingratitude by thofe mif- 
fortunes, which have continually followed me, one 
on the neck of another, ever fince his death. I know 
not what foreknowledge my Sifter had of them ; but 
upon the firft difcontents which I fell into after my 
marriage, fhe told me by way of confolation •, G09 
gOy "jou will yt be more iinhappy than L 

The Duke of Lor rain, who for a long time 
was paflionately in love with her, made ufe of all 
his Rhetorick to perfuade her to marry him ; and 
continued his purfuit, even after the Cardinal's death. 
The Queen-Mother, who would by no means have 
her ftay in France, charged Madam de Venelle 
to break off this Intrigue at any rate. But all their 
endeavours had been fruitlefs, had they not been 
feconded by certain reafons unknown to all the world. 
And tho' the King had the generofity to give her 
her choice of any man elfe in France^ if fhe could 
not fancy the Duke of Lo r r a i n, and that he feemed 
to be fcnfibly difpleafed at her refolution to go out 
of France •, her evil ftars drew her into Italy againft 
all reafon. The Conftable, who at firft believed 
that the Amours of Kings could not be innocent, was 
fo much tranfported with joy to find the contrary in 
the perfon of my Sifter, that he made little account 
of not being tlie firft that had gain'd her heart. 
He left his bad opinion that he had, and all Italians 
have, of the liberty which Ladies enjoy in France, 

and 
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ahd made her Jive with the fame freedom in Rome, 
fince he jfbund flie ufed it fo difcreetly. 

In the mean time the Eunuch, her Confident, who 
now by his abfence and the Cardinal's death lived 
without credit, undertook to make himfelf neceflary 
about me -, but, befides that my own Genius made 
me a ftranger to all forts of Intrigues; Monfieur 
Mazarin kept too ftrift an eye over all my 
adtions. He, enraged at this obftacle, took a re- 
folution to be revenged of Monfieur Mazarin 
himfelf. This man had kept his accels to the King 
with the fame freedom he had enjoy'd when he was 
my Sifter's Confident. He makes a great com- 
plaint to his Majefty of the feverity Monfieur Ma- 
zarin ufed towards me ; That he was obliged to take 
my part^ as having been the Cardinal* s Creature^ and 
my particular Servant '9 That Monfieur Mazarin 
was jealous of all the worlds and above all of his Ma- 
jefty ; and he caufed me to be watched very narrowly 
in all places where the King (who had no thoughts 
of me) might fee me : and that beftdes^ he took upon 
bimy as if he were a great Minifter^ and that he 
threatned to banifh all the Italians out of Paris. To 
all this, the King only anfwered. That if what he 
faid was true^ the Duke ^/Mazarin was mad ; and 
that though he had inherited Cardinal MazarinV 
Wealthy he had not his Power. All that v/as true of 
this report, was only that Monfieur Mazarin, 
being informed of this Eunuch's Intrigues, threat- 
ned to put him out of the Palace Mazarin, where 
he had lodgings. 

. Not content with what he had done, he was fo 
unwife as to boaft of it before a Lady of Quality of 
Provence, called Madam de Ruz, who was, I 
know not how, acquainted with Monfieur Maza- 
KiN. She tells him of the ill office that had been 
done him. He had a mind to place about me fome 
Lady, who without the name of Gouvemante might 

H 3 per- 
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perform the fundtion-, and finding this Madam 
'd E Ruz very proper to a6t the part, ne made choice 
of her, as an acknowledgement for the intelligence*, 
fhe gave him. He defir'd her to find out fome meaiis 
to get herfelf prefentcd to me, without letting mc 
know that he was acquainted with her. The Bifhop 
of Frejus fpake to me of her, as-from himfelf, lbm<^ 
time afterwards { and brought her to me up a pdr 
of back flairs, one day whenMonfieur Mazarik 
was a hunting. I was much taken with her ; and as 
I th6ught, that if it were perceived that I liked her, 
I fliould not be permitted to have her j I was not 
willing any of the houfe fliould fee her, before (he 
were received into my family. One day, as I was 
alone with her, Madam de Venelle camefuddenly 
into the room, and broke a Buiflc we had fet to bar 
the door, and fliut . ourfelves in. On a fudden. 
Madam de Ruz, with a wonderfiil prefence of 
mind, began to roul her eyes in her head, to ysreep 
and cry with the tone of a Beggar, ^at Jhe was a 
foor Gentlewoman of Lorraine and prafd me to take 
compajfion of her mifery As fhe hath the Air of 
her Face extreme brifk and lively, as moft of the 
Provenfaux have, her Grimace fucceeded fo well, 
and fo difguifed her, that I myfelf coi^ld hardly 
know hy again. Madam de Venelle was fo ter-- 
ribly affrighted at her, that fhe ran as far off from 
her as fhe could, and told all about fince, That Jhe 
found the Devil in my cJjamber. 

Monfieur Mazarines cunning Artifice in the 
i^lhoice of this woman, in a time wherein he could 
not yet have any fubjeft to complain of any of my 
aftions, may fuffice to inftru<9: you with hi3. natural 
Diffidence, and in what difpofition of mind he mar- 
ried me. As he was jealous of my abode in Paris,^ 
he continually carried me about to his Lordfhips ^nd 
Governments. During the firft three or four years 
of our marriage, I made three journies into Alfetia, 
^ and 
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a!)d as many into Brkany ; befides feveral others ro 
Nevens, k Maine, Bourbon, Sedan, and other places. 
thivbig He greater delight in Paris, but the pleafure 
of feeing him^ it was not fo irk/bme to me, as it might 
be fo a perlbn of my age^ to be deprived of the di- 
vertifements of the Court. And perhaps I £hould 
never have been tired with this wandring kind of 
life, if he had not too much abufed my Complacency. 
He has ofttn made me travel two hundred Leagues 
when I was big with child, and very near my time. 
My Relations and Friends were apjH-ehenfive of the 
dangers to which he expofed my health, and en- 
deavoured to nuke me fenfible of them, but it was 
a long time in vain. What would they fay, if they 
had known that I could not cxice fpeak to any of my 
Domefticks, but they were turned away the next 
day ? That I could not receive two Vifits fucceflively 
from any one man, but he was prefently forbid the 
houfe ? And if I Ihewed more kindnefs for any of 
my Maids than for the reft, (he was immediately 
taken away from me ? If I called for my Coach, 
suid he thoi^ht it not convenient to let me go abroad, 
he would lai^hingly* forbid the Coach to be made 
ready, and then would droll upon it till the hour 
was paft to go where I defigned. He would be 
content that I fhould fee none in the world but him- 
felf. Above all, he could not endure that I Ihotikl 
fee his Kindred, nor mine own: mine, becaufethey 
begun to take my part 5 his own, becaufe they did 
no more app-ove of his Conduct than mine did. 

I was a long time lodged at the Arfenal with Ma- 
dam d'Oradous his Coufin, without ever being 
permitted to fee her. The innocence of my Re- 
creations, which were capable to put any man elfc 
rf his humour out of doubt, who had referved any 
regard for my age, gave him as much difquict as if 
they had been very criminal. Sometimes he faid, 
// was a (in to flay mtb m'j fdrvanU at Blind-tnafCs. 
^ H 4 ?^ff^ 
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Buff, At other times he faid, It was a heinous crime 
to go to bed late. Once when Monfieur Colbert 
defir'd to know all his grievances and caufo of cpm- 
plaint againft me, he could neyer alledge any Qflier 
than thefe two. He often faid. One could not in coHr 
fcience go to the Cours '*, and much lefs to Plays* 
Sometimes my Devotions were too (hort : in fine, his 
peevifhnefs upon my account was fuch, that I verily 
•believe, if any one would ferioufly afk him how and 
after what fort he would have me live, he could not 
agree with himfelf about the maniien He, nodQubf;, 
hath faid fince, That knowing of what valu0 I wa^^ 
be could not be too folicitous of me\ that the Con- 
verfation of the world being fo contagious^ whatever 
fport or railleries were made of him^ he would en- 
deavour to hinder my being Jpoiled^ becaufe he, laved m^ 
more than his own Reputation. 5ut if it was his love 
for me that made him treat me after this fantaftical 
fafhion, it were to be wilhed for, for the eafe of 
both of us, that he had honoured me a little morq 
with his indifference. 

No fooner did he perceive that I took delight in 
any place, but I was immediately hurried from 
thence, though there were never fi> great a reafon 
for my ftay there. We were at the Maine, whei^ 
the news was brought of the King's Journey 
to Marfal "• He had orders to follow his Majefty 
thither ; and he fent me into Britany, to keep com- 
pany with his Father, who was at the meeting of the 
States there. While he was preparing himfelf at 
Paris for his journey, he had intelligence from fome 
of his Spies, ("by whom I was continually befet and 
Ayatched) that I pafled my time there very pleafantly ; 
he fell fick uppn it, and fent for me away with all 
ipeed . His Father underftanding that his Phy fidans 

advifed 

. «4 A f Mich place at Tarts, where Tedple of Quality refirt, m 
0rder to take the air in their Coaches, • -' •'^ . -^ 
*' In the Tear 1663. 
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advifed him to go to the Waters of Bourbon, would 
not let me go, alledging, That a man vjhile he drank 
fuch waters muft abftain from women. Upon this 
news he fell into a fwopn for vexation ; and after 
feveral Couriers fcnt for me, his Father at iaft let 
me go. I went with him to Bourbon, where I re- 
mained a month, fhut up with him in a Chamber, 
to fee his waters pafs ; without fo much as vifiting 
the Princefe *^, who was there, and to whom he had 
the honour to be related. He could not prefently 
be induced to believe that it was his Father that 
kept me froni departing out of Britany ; and not- 
withftanding all the aflurance he received of it fince, 
he maintained always that I had been better pleafed 
to pals my time there, than come and folace him in 
his ficknefs. It had not been hard for me to juftify 
myfelf, if he would but hear me. But that he 
avoided ftill the moft he could, becaufe all the 
biame would be found of his fide iii the clearing of the 
matter ; and he would never acknowledge himfelf 
in an error. Nothing afflifted me more than his 
averfion to be informed or convinced ofamiftake, 
becaufe he took upon him the jurifdiftion of treat- 
ing me continually as guilty. 

Some time afterwards being ob%ed for the King's 
fervice to go into Britany, he took fuch an obfti- 
nate refolution to have me with him, and writ fuch 
ftrange things upon this occafion to the Abbot 
d'Effiat, his near Kinfman, that I was forced to 
go from Paris three weeks after I was brought to 
bed. Few women of my quality would have done 
the like ; but what would not one do for the en- 
joying of fo great a good as peace ? And to mehd 
the matter, he made me lodge in one of the wretch- 
edeft Villages in all that Country, and in fo mife- 
raWe a Cottage, that we were conftrained to be 
put 

^ Thi Trincefs cfConde- 
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cut of doors all day. He always made choke of 
fuch places becaufe 1 fhould fee no company : and 
far from feeing any of^the people of thote Villages, 
thofe whofe civility or bufinefs brought thither to 
fee him, were forced to lie in the fields for want of 
Inns i and if they dii|>leafed him never fo little, be 
lent them of errand*, about feveral bufinefles which 
depended upon him in this Province. However, w^ 
fpent fix months in this pleafant place, in the 
year 1 666. Another time, being alone at Bourbon, 
and having fent me into Britany, he underftood by 
his Spies, that I diverted my felf very plealantly 
with Madam d£ Coaquin, and that few day$ 
pafled but we took the air either at land or by 
lea : His wonted difquiet feizing him, he fends for 
me to meet him at Nevers, wbere^ as he (aid, therg 
were very good Comedians^ amot^ other diverSiJe'* 
menu. 

I began to grow weary of making fo many idle 
joumies. I writ to Monfieur Colbert to com-, 
plain ; but being advifed by him to go, I was much 
furprifed to find Monfieur Mazarin upon the 
road, ten leagues from Nevers, coming to Paris 
with my Brother, who was returning out of Italy, 
He would never give me any reafon why he dealt 
fa ftrangelv with me ; we went without any farther 
clearing ot this doubt, to confine our felves at our 
Country-Houfe, calPd the Caffine, near Sedan, whi- 
ther my Brother, out of complaifance, feeing me 
very melancholy, accompanied us. It was there 
firft that Monfieur Mazarin made /hew as if he 
were jealous of him3 not knowing otherwife how to 
be rid of him ; and being unwilling to have fuch a 
witnefs of his d(Hneftick proceedifigs. You may 
judge' of my refentment for fo bafe and wicked a 
fufpicion; b\it if all thefe outrages, by hearix^ them 
related, feem hard to be endured, tte manner with 
which he did them, was yet fcMnething more cruel 
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ifXiA barbaious. I will give you one inftance, by 
which you will judge of the reft. Being one night 
with the Queen, I (aw him coming towards me very 
pleaiant, apd with a conftrained and affeAed fmile. 
publickly made me this Compliment ; Madam, I 
have good news to tell you^ the King basjuft now com- 
manded me to go into Alfatia. The Duke of Roqy b- 
LAURE, who was thenprefent, moved, as well as 
the reft of the company wth this filly afTeftation, 
but more frank than the reft, could not refrain tel- 
ling him, That , this was fine news indeed to be told 
with Jo much joy to a woman of my condition. But 
Montieur Mazarin difdainlng to reply, went 
quietly out of the room, very proud of his gallantry* 
The King hearing of it, was moved to pity. He 
took the pains to tell me himfelf. That my ft ay there 
Jhouldbe only for three months ; and kept his word 
with me, as ne always did. 

If I did not apprehend to tire your patience, I 
could tell you a thoufand fuch litde malicious tricks 
which he play'd me, without any manner of necef- 
fity, opt of the meer pleafure he took to torment 
me. Fancv then to your felf, continual oppofitions 
to my moft innocent Dcfires, and an implacable ha- 
tred againft all thofc I loved, or loved me ; anun- 
defatigable care to bring into my prefence all thoie 
I hated mortally, and to corrupt thofc of my fer- 
vants whom I moft trufted, to betray my Secrets if 
I had any ; a ftudious application to cry me down 
every where, and make my anions oaious to aU 
people ; in fine, all the malignity of the bigotted 
Cabal could invent or praftife, in a houfe wherd 
it had abfolute tyranny, s^alkift a fimple young wo- 
man, cardels, andwhofe wantofcircumfpe£tionin 
her a<5tions, gave every day new matter to her ene- 
mies to infult over her. I boldly make ufe of this 
expreflion, blotted Cabal, becaufe I cannot think 
dut I err aga^ the moft ftri<5t rules of Chriftianity, 

when 
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when I prefume that thofe Devotees by whole direc- 
tions Monfieur Mazarin doth regulate his aftions, 
are not truly fo, having promoted the diffipation of 
fo many mUlions, 

And this is the fatal article that has made me lofe 
all patience, and that has been the true beginning 
of all my misfortunes. If Monfieur Mazarin had 
only taken delight in overwhelming me with fadnels 
and grief, and in expofing my health and my life to 
his moft unreafonable caprice, and in making me 
pais the beft of my days in an unparallelled flavery, ' 
fince Heaven had been pleafed to make him my 
mailer i I Ihould have endeavoured to allay and qua- 
lify my misfortunes by my lighs and tears, and my 
complaints to my particular friends. But when I 
faw, that by his incredible dilapidations, and pro- 
fufenels, my Son, who might have been the richeft 
Gentleman in France, was in danger of -being the 
pooreft ; there was no refilling the force of nature, 
and motherly love carried it over all other confide- 
rations of duty, or the moderation I propofed to my 
felf. I faw every day vail Sums go away ; Move- 
ables of inellimable price,OfHces, Governments ; and 
all the rich remains of my Uncle's fortune, the fruits 
of his Labours, and the rewards of his Services ; I 
faw as much fold as came to three Millions, before I 
took any publick notice of it. And I liad hardly any 
thing left me of value, but my Jewels, when Mon- 
fieur Mazarin took occafion to leize upon them. 
He took his opportunity to lay hold of them one 
night as I came late home from the City ; defirir^ 
to know the reafon of this proceeding, before I went 
to bed, he told nrie, 1*hat I being of a free and liberal 
nature J be was afraid IJhouldgive away fome of them ^ 
and that he had not taken them from me^ but with in' 
tention to return them again with the addition of others. 
I anlwered him. That it were to be wijhed his libera^ 
lity had been as regular as mine s that I wasfatisfied 

with 
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*mtb them I bad already ^ and that I would not go to 
hed until I had them again. And feeing that, to 
whatever I could fay, he only replied with unpleafant 
Railleries, exprefled with a malicious laugh, or a 
feeming calmnefs of voice, but in reality mod tart 
and bitter ; I went out of the room all in defpair, 
and pafled to my Brother's Palace, extreamly per- 
plexed, not knowing what courfe to take. 

Madam de Bouillon, whom we prefently fent 
for, having heard of this my new occafion of com- 
plaint, told me I was well enough ferved, fince I 
had fufFered fo much already without faying a word. 
I refolved to have gone away with her in that very 
inftant, if Madam de Bellinzani, whom we 
likewife fent for, had not hindred me, intreating me 
to ftay until Ihe had fpoken to Monfieur Ma- 
z ARiN : but he had given order that none Ihould be 
admitted. Yet Madam de Bellinzani, through 
much obftinate preffing^ was fufFered to come unto 
him ; but he would not give her leave to fpeak, nor 
could (he get any other anfwer. But that her buft- 
nefs could not be fo urgent with hinjy as to oblige her 
to come at fo unreafonaUe an hour \ but that iffhe had 
any thing to fay to him^ he was going next morning to 
St. GermainSj and he would give her a meeting at the 
Crofs ofNanterre. Madam de Bellinzani being 
returned, as ill fatisfied as we, at fo unreafonable a 
Raillery, it was concluded that I fhould go to lie at 
Madam de Bouillon's. 

The next day all my Relations being come thi- 
ther about my concern, the Counteis of Soissons 
was defired to acquaint the King with it. He re- 
ceived her very gracioufly, and the Princefs of 
Car I ON an was commanded to come and carry 
me with her to the Hotel of Soiflbns. After ftay- 
ir^ there about two months, I was obliged to re- 
turn with Monfieur M a z a k i n, even without having 

my Jewels reftorcd to me, or with any other fatifr 

fa6tion. 
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£i£tiDn» but to be allowed to difchai^ fbme ho- 
rnet! which he placed about me, whom I did not 
like ; that was the only &vour I could obtain. When 
I prei&d to have my Jewels reftored, the Countefs 
was the firft thattold me I did very Ul. The Court 
was always againft me ever fince that time. It 
is well known of what confequence that is in all 
manner of bufinefs i and I told the King on that 
occdion. That I Jhould fe^ with patience Monjieur 
Mazarin^ Tnuch favoured againft mej if be were 
fo in all other things ; and if the little help he found 
in his other affairs did not make it appear^ that be 
had no other friends but my enemies. 

As this was rather a tnumph for him than a real 
accommodation, it made him too haughty, to let 
it be of any loiig continuance. An hour before my 
going to uie Palace Mazarin, I fent thither with 
fome of my things a Groom of die Chamber, whom 
the Countels had preferred to me fince my coming 
thither. Monfieur Mazarin, that knew him as 
well ^.I did, having asked him what he would have, 
or who he belonged to ; bad him be gone about 
his bufinefs, without letting him ftay until I came. 
This poor fellow met me about two hundred paces 
from my houfe, and told me what hapned ; and 
tho' the Countefs, who came to conduct me, per- 
ceived that this was a juft caufe of a new breach ; 
Ihe perfuaded me to pafs forward, and when Ihe 
had brought me to ^he ftair-foot, (he took her leave 
of me, being unwilling to fee Monfieur Ma z a r i n^ 
becaufe he had ufed all his endeavours to have me 
removed to the Palace of Conty, as if the Hotel of 
Soiffons, where (he lived, hacl not been as ccmvc- 
nient, and as fafc a place for me. I begun immedi- 
ately to beg that this Servant might be received 
again into my Retinue ; and the neceffity I law my 
felf reduced to, by the authority pf the great one^, 
made me Ihow fubmiflions beyond my natural in- 
^ clination ; 
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clki&tion : but a}l in vain, I had a man to deal 
with, Aat knew how to make ufe of the conjunc- 
ture J and feeing then that he paid me ^th bald 
eitcufes, and as bad jefts, I refolved to leave him 
the fecond timfe, and to withdraw my felf to my 
Brother^s houfc. But Monfieur Mazarin, who 
(as you fliall perceive by the fequelj had taken a 
courie that I fliould not go out when I pleafed, and 
intended to keep me a prifoner in my own houfc ; 
feeing me offer to go, he threw himfelf in my way, 
and pufhed me very rudely to ftop my paffage. 
But my grief and vexation iupplying me with more 
than ordinary ftrength, I thruft by him in fpight of 
all he could do ; and though he called out to the 
Servants to jhut all the doors^ and the court-gate 
ejpeciulh ; they feeing me all in tears, none durft 
obey. I was lam to go round by the ftreet (wherein 
iJicre was a great throng of people) in this fad con- 
dition, alone, a-foot, and at noon-day, to get to 
my accUftomcd Sandbuary. This was the effeft of 
timt forecaft, that made him wall up the door, by 
which there was a communication betwixt my Bro- 
ther's Palace and mine ; and thro* which I made 
my efcape the time before. But this precaution gave 
occafion to all men who knew of it, to judge that 
he never intended me any better ufage for the fu 
ture (if I returned again to him) than I had before 
received at his hands ; having taken care to fecure 
rtie for the time to come. 

^s foon as I came to my Brother's, I writ to 
the King to give him an account of my proceeding : 
and the Countels carried me with her to the Palace 
of Soiflbns. But after five or fix days, Monfieur 
DE LouvoY came to me fi-om the King, to propofe 
to me to retire into fome Nunnery : But the Countels 
would not confent to that -, and me brought it about, 
that Monfieur Mazarin Ihould be obliged to 
come and carry me home with him, upon condition 

tha r J 
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that fhe would be reconcil'd with him. Prdentltr 
after this, my Brother went away for Italy ^ I^rdy 
to make it appear, that he did not contnbutesMiy; 
thing to a mifunderftanding between Monfieur Ma- 
ZARiN and me ; and that it ihould not be his faultj, 
if we did not live peaceably together. But I enjoyed 
but an out-fide appearance of that quiemefs which 1 
hoped to have : for, notwithftanding all my relb- 
lutions of patience, there pafled not one day for 
three months, that we continued together, without 
fome jarring, and caufes of dilguft. 

At the end of this, he took a fancy to go into 
Alfatia -, and inftead of gratifying me, and obligii^ 
me with his kindnefs, to go (as I had refolved to 
do) along with him, he was fo ill advifed, as to 
force me to keep a woman that I could no way 
approve of This his quarrel about a trifle, made 
me open my eyes, and to think better of what 
courfe I was to take. My friends had the goodneis 
to reprefent to me, the little fecurity I muft hope 
for, from a man of that caprice, in a place fo re- 
mote, and where his power was fo abfolute. That 
after what bad pajfed betwixt us^ I was a fool to 
imagine I Jhouldever befuffered to return from thence : 
that he hadfent my Jewels before^ for no other reafotLf 
but to confine himfelffor ever to that bis Government^ 
where he Jhould not be obliged to give any account of 
his conduct^ as at Paris ; and if ever I Jhould baroe 
need of my friends^ I Jhould be fo far from tbem^ that 
they could do me no other good buty unprofitably^ to 
wijh my condition was better. 

Thefe Confiderations, that were but too apparent 
and too well grounded, made me take fan6hiary 
once more at the Countefi's, tte night before Mon- 
fieur Mazarin was to begin his journey, fearing 
left he would have ufed violence to force me along 
with him. I was fo full of perplexity and diftra^on, 
to fee myfelf a-new reduced to this neceflity, that I 

foi^ot 
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forgot to bring away my fmall Jewels, which were 
left me for my daily ufe^ and might be worth about 
fifty thoialand Crowns* As they were the only 
Treafure I had left, the Countefs was fo provident 
as to afk me for them as foon as fhe faw me : by that 
means I had time enough to fend for them away, 
Me came the next day to know what I meant : an* 
fwer was made him, that I meant two things \ the 
one, not to go into Alfatia^ the other, that he 
flioujd reftore me my great jewels, which he fent 
before unto Alfatia, and which were the firft caufe 
of our breach. As for Alfatia, he would have been 
contented to excufe me^ fince he faw no great like* 
lihood of being able to perfuade me to it : but for 
my Jewels, he would make no peremptory anfwer i 
and as they were ftill upon the road to Alfatia, as 
foon as MonfieurMAZARiN left us, thePrincefe of 
Baden carried me to Mqnfieur Colbert's, to be*- 
feech him to feize them into his own hands* Kfe belie-* 
ved I ought not to be refufed that favour : they wet^ 
forced to be brought back, and they have remained 
ever fince in his hands. Now the quellion Was, what 
fliould become of me ? Mpnfieur Maz a rin left me 
my choice of going to live at the Hotel de Conty^ 
or at the Abby of Chelles, the only two places m 
the world he knew I hated mortally, and that foi^ 
very juft reafons.. The joppreflion of fpirit, under 
which I lay, would not give me leave to determine 
which I fliould chufe ot thefe two places, equally 
odious to me *, I was fain to let others chufe for me t 
and the reafons I had againft the Palace of Conty 
being more prevalent, the Abby of Chelles wus 
preferred before the Palace of Cooty ^\ In this my 
Solitude, making refleftion upon the duty whkh my 
fi-iends told me was incumbent upcxi me, to deiire a 
feparation of Gpods, in favour of my poor Chil- 
dren, 

*' I» the tear i66^^ 
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dtctif before Monfieur Mazarin had fpent all i 
t was at laft refolved to do it. But thoi^h I ms 
convinced in my own ienie, I oi^t to fblicite it ; 
yet as I had fbme particular reaibns to refer all this 
toMonfieurCoLBERT'sJudgment^ Icaufedhimto 
be founded upon this matter ; and findit^ him aveiic 
to it, put a Hop to all. 

Some fix months afterwards, Monfieur Maza- 
rin coming out of Alfada, made me a Vifit as he 
paf&d that way, to ob%e me to difcharge two 
young women, which the Counted had given me 
fince his departure for Alfada. I did not believe my- 
felf bound to fadsfy his defires in this particular, be- 
ing I knew it was for no other reafon he delir*d it> 
but out of his animofity againft hen His relent- 
ment of this denial, put him upon petitioning die 
King, to have me removed from thence to fomc 
other Monaftery, upon I know not what pretexts. 
But the real truth was, becaufe the Abbefs of Chel- 
LES, who was-JMS Aufit, treated me civilly ; and 
that I was well enoughfatisiied with my abode there. 
He prevailed ; and though that Abbefs was, as Ihe 
had caufe, much offended,/ and gave as favourable 
an account of my behaviolir there as could be defi- 
red, yet the Mader of the Horfe came to tell me, 
Thai I Jhould oblige the King in going to the Nunnerj 
ef St. Mary'j of the Baftille'^ and Madam de 
Toussx came with fix Life-Guards to condu6l me. 

Some time after Monfieur Mazarin going into 
Britany, came thither to fee me ; but was prefendy 
out 01 all patience, becaufe I wore Patches, (for 1 
had fome on by chance that day) and told me, he 
wovti not fpeak ta me^ until I bad taken them off. 
No man ever made his demands with fuch haughti- 
nefs as inclined rather to refufe than grant them, 
and chiefly when he believed that CoScience was 
therein concerned j and that alfo was the rqafon I 
would not put off Diy Patches^ to ihcw him it was 

ncithei 
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neither of my belief xibr intention to offend God 
with this kind of drels. After contefting a tvhole 
Bpur about this in vain, he at laft began to tell me 
his mind, notwithftanding my Patches i and prefled 
me with as little fuccefs to go with him into Bri- 
tany. 

I was then more inclinable to go to law with him 
than to follow him, I obtain'd leave of his Majefty 
to commence my Suit, having been conduced to 
him by the Princds of B a d en. But Monfieur Col* 
JiERf 9 who was very unwilling toconfeiit to it, for 
reafbns that admitted of no anfwer in any other 
conjundurC) delayM it for a long while ; until at 
laft^ Madam de Courcelles being put into the 
fanie Monaftery with me, 1 obtain^, by the favour 
of fbme friends that fhe had at Court, leave to com^ 
mence my Suit* 

As fhe was a beautiful perfon, and of a very 
pleafant humour^ I had complaifance enough for 
her^ to join with her in playing fbme tricks to the 
Nuns* The King was tola an hundred ridiculous 
flories about it : that we ufed to put ink ihtb the 
Holy- Water-Pot, to fmut the good old Nuns ; that 
we uied to run thro* their Dormitory, at the time 
of their firft flecp* with a great many Htde Dogs^ 
yelping and yellowing : and twenty other fuch foole- 
ries; cither altogether invented, Or much exagge- 
rated* As for example, having defired them to 
let us have fome water to wafh our feet, the Nuns 
agreed among themfelves to refiifc us what Was ne- 
ceflary ; and to find fault, as if We had been put in 
there to obferve their Rule. It is true, that we fil* 
led two great Chcfts that were over the Dorrtiitory 
i with Water j and not taking notice that the Flopf 
1 was ill jointed, the water run through, and wet all 
! the poor Nuns beds. If you were at that time at 
Court, you will ealily remember that this accident 
W^ reprcfented there as a mcer Hgrfc-boy's prank* 

la Ic 
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It is alfo true, that, uridercolotirofkeeping us com- 
pany, they would never fufFer us to go out of theiir 
fights. The eldeft among the Nuns were chofen for 
this purpofe, as being the hardeft to be bribed ; but 
we having nothing elfe to do but run about, wc 
foon tired them out one after another •, and cMie or 
two ofthemfprained their legs, ftriving to run after 
us. I fhould not tell you thefe little odd follies, if 
Monfieur Mazarin*s pardfans had not publifliM 
them before ; and fince they rcprefented them as fo 
many Crimes, I am glad you know all the enor- 
mities of them. 

After we had been three mcttiths in this Convenf, 
H/e had leave to go to Chelles ; where I knew we 
iliould be more civilly treated, though we could not 
havefo many Vifits: and Monfieur Maz a rik ar- 
rived the fame day fi*om Britany, that we were re- 
moved thither. Some few days after Monfieur M a- 
ZARiN cohies with a Guard of thrfcefcore Horfe, 
with leave from the Archbiftiop of Paris to enter 
the Monaftery, and carry me away by force. But 
the Abbefs not only refiifed him entrance, but put 
all the Keys of the houfe into my hands, to free 
me from the fufpicion of the evil flie might have 
done me •, with this condition only, that I would 
fpeak to Monfieqr Ma z a r i n. I alked him, ff^hat 
be would have ? But he ftill replied, / was not the 
Abbefs. I anfwcr'd him, / was the Abbefs for him 
that day^ fince all the Ke'js of the houfe were in nty 
pwer^ and there was no getting in for him hut by my 
favour. He turned his back, and went his way. 
A Gentleman that the Count^fs fent to know how I 
did, carried this news to Paris ; and faid, that it 
was reported at Chelles, that Monfieur Mazari^i 
went off, only with defign to return again in the 
night. You have heard, without doubt, how Mar- 
dam nt Bouillon, the Count de Soissons, the 
Duke DE Bouillon, and the beft and grcatcft per- 
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fons about the Court got on horfeback upon this 
report, to come to my refcue. 

At the noife they made. Madam de Courcelles 
and I took them for my enemies ; but our fear was 
not fo great, but that we thought upon an expe- 
dient to hide ourfelves. There was a hole in the 
Grate of our Parlour, big enough for a great difli 
to pals, and we never till then thought one could 
creep through it : yet, we both got in that hole i 
but it was with fo much difficulty, that if Monfieur 
Ma z A It IN himfelf had been in that Parlour^ he 
would never fuipeft that place, and would have 
looked for us any where eLl than there. But when 
we found our error, the fhame and confufion we 
were in made us refolve to fhoot that gulph once 
more, without calling any body to our aid. Ma^ 
dam D£ Courcelles got eafily through; but I 
was above a quarter of an hour betwixt two Bars of 
Iron, and almoft iqueezed to death, without being 
able to get in or out : but though I was fo horribly 
pinched, I would not confent any fhould be called 
to help us ; and Madam de Courcelles never 
left tugging, until Ihe had me out. I went to thank 
them all ; and after they had joked a while upon 
Monfieur Maz A rin's attempt to catch nothing, 
they all returned back, 

in the mean time I had fuch a Decree as I defired, 
in the third Court of Inquefts. This Court confiftcd 
mofl: of young men 01 great wit and eloquence, 
and they all ftrove who fhould be moft forward to 
ferve me; The fcope of the decretal Order was. 
Thai I Jhouli frovifionally be allowed twenty thou-- 
fand Livres 5 that IJhould live at the Palace ofMa^ 
zarinj and Mon/teur Maz akin at the Jrfeml: and 
what was more important, that Monfieur Mazarin 
Jbould he obliged to produce the goods^ or their value^ 
which I declared he dijfipated. The Princefs of Ca-» 
RIQNAN came to put me in pQlTcflion of my houfe ; 

I 3 ttero 
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there I found al} the Servant^ that I had neeid qF^ 
already chofen by Monfieur Mazarin > but, I 
thanked them all for their good will, The Coun^ 
tefs, who always imfeafonably put me in mind of 
my gcnerofity, would fain perfuade me, That it 
'mms bekw me to exa£l the Allowance the Parliament 
had njpgned me: but Mpnfieur Mazarin was not 
a man that would give me any thing without being 
compelPd, and I muft have whereby tq fubflft. If 
is true, Ibe alked me if I had need of money ; bqf 
Ihe could not be ignorant of th^t : and were it not 
for my fmall Jewels, and the help that I had froni 
my Brother, my affairs had been in an indifFerent 
pofture, He retiim'd out of Italy ten days aftey 
my Decree ; and although he was very angry at my 
Law-Suit, for thqfe very reafons that made Monfieur 
Colbert to difapprove of it, and that |ie always 
foretold me the Coqnfeils WQuld forfake me, as foon 
^s fhe had engaged me in this bufmefs, yet I found 
every morning more money upon my Toilet t|;un I 
needed, withqut ever being able truly to difcover 
from whence it came, 

In the rnean time Monfieur Mazarin Fernqv^d 
the Suit unto the Great Chamber, for a new tryal : 
but it was fo orderM that the King interpos'd in our 
^iffair, to make a final accommodation betwixt us, 
We bqth figned a Writing to the King %o thiseffedt, 
That Monfteur Mazajli^ j^ould lodge at the Palace 
Mazarin ; , but tb^t IJhmld have the liberty to cboofe 
all my own Servants^ excepting my Gentlemin of the 
Horfcy who woA to be recommended to me by Monfieur 
Colbert : That we Jbould live each in their own 
Apartments: that I JhouU not be obli^d to follo^ 
him in any of his Journiesi: And as for the feparation 
pf Goodsy J defired that the Mimfiers of State ft>ould 
he Arbitrators thereof \ an^y that we Jhould inviolably 
Qbferve and obey their Award, Upon the fame day 
l¥?l %«€d this Writin|, I nic? Madam de Bri- 
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SAC at the Fair, who told me laughing, Madam^ 
you are patched up again for the third time. Nor were 
we truly friends \ for Monfieur Mazarin made it 
his bufinefs to thwart me in all things, of which I 
couki inftance many particularities ; but one ihall 
ferve, that made noife enough. I had ordered a 
Stage to be erected in my own Apartment, to have 
a Comedy afted for fome perfons of the Court. Mon- 
fiuer Mazarin, without my notice, caufed it to 
be pulled down two hours before it was to be made 
ufe of ^ hecaufe it w^s a Holy-day^ and a Comedy was 
a profane Divertifement. But all this did not hinder 
our feeing one another very civilly every afternoon •, 
for we neither eat nor lay together. Monfieur M a- 
ZARiN would have it otherwife underftood: but 
befides that our Award mcntion'd nothing of it, I 
could fee no likelihood that our affairs ihould remain 
long in this pofture ; and if it had happened that 
our affairs muft be referred again to the Parliament, 
I was loth to expofe myfelf to the drudgery of foli- 
ating, being with child. 

Nor were my apprehenficms vain : for Monfieur 
Mazarin was foon weary of what he had done j 
and thereupon begged ot his Ma'efty to tear the 
Writings, and to relcafe us of our Engagements. I 
coniented to it ; but upon condition, that his Ma* 
jefty would never more interpofe in our bufinefs, 
neither one way nor other. His Majefly was gracir 
'Oufly pleas'd to pafs his word that he would nor, 
and has ever lince kept his pTomife. This brought 
us again into Parliament, and our Suit was followed 
with more bittemefs on both fides than ever. 

Monfieur Mazarin and his Adherents forgot 
nothing fincc that time, that might fully my repu- 
tation to the world ; and above all, make me hate-^ 
f^l to his Majefty. The extrav^ancy of MonfieUr 
Courcelles, among other thirds, rurnUhed them 

mxh an Jidminible pretence, I had forgotten to tell 

I 4 Y^ 
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you, that when I left Chelles, I prevailed fo far. 
that I got leave for his Wife to come and live widi 
me. She was no fooner there, but diofe that formerly 
had been mftrumental to draw her away from hei 
Hufband, being glad to put her again into his pof, 
fcffion, found means, I know not how, to kt him 
into the Palace Mazarin, whilft I was abroad j and 
manag d her fo, that her Hufband and Ihe went away 
home togedier, as good friends as ever. One day as I 
came to give hera vifit, /he was fo foolifh as to deny 
herfelf, though Mr, Cavoy's Coach ftood at tli 
door. In the firft tranfports of my paffion for this 
her rudenefs, her Husband came unluckily in the 
"??; ^""^^^"^ I,^9"id not forbear faying foinething 
of iL - This foolifh man of late hahkered after an 
occafion to fight Cavov ; and was loth itfhould be 
thought that he was jealous ofthebeflof his friends 
but that it was upon feme other account. The moft 
plaufible he could find, was to pretend himfelfe^ 
where in love with me , givi^ out) ^bat bisl^e 
had tn her keeping fame Letters of fAine (hat were of 
confiiucnce, andwhuh I had written to a Gentleman 
cf the Court: That Jh, put them into CavovV W? 

L"/ .t;f '""S f ^ ^^"-^'^^ Jhewedthe^aZr, 
but that he would force him with hisSwordto refiorl 
them, as he had promtfed mefi to do. Although t^ 
ftory was ndicu ous enough, and as ill -contrled^ 
might be, yet it found belief ^ and fome were To 
foohfh as to report it for a truth 
He did worfe than all this ; he had the impudence 

? P V'S "^y^ofit, in theCouSfyarfS 
the Palace Ma^nn, I told him, that kniJngV^ 
/«r th^n any other, that all hi hadfaidwas notlr^e- 
I^ould not imagine he could have L other dlfZ in 
fj"l \ r^t ^i^'^Vmnry ; andWiflhZ 
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fome part of our difcourfe. Courcelles perceiving, 
by the manner and tone of my voice, that I would 
not underftand raillery, made fign with a nod of 
his head, that it was only in jeft j not daring to 
Ipeak it out, becaufe of the Count, who joined us 
at the fame time. It is eafy to guefi how great my 
amazement was, when I underftood the next day 
that they had not only fought, but that likewife in 
the accord they made among themfelves in the field, 
he had the impudence to maintain tiiis fiftion to the 
end •, and to except a woman from the fecret they 
had mutually promifed to keep. He was Ho well 
pleafed with himfelf, that he could not contain him- 
feJf, but bragg'd of this exception to fome of his 
ordinary acquaintance, which made the matter pub- 
lick, and was the occafion that they were both lent 
to the Conciergery, to do penance for one man's folly. 
They were not wanting at Court in their cenfures of 
me, upon this occafion, treating me with the attri- 
butes of Incendiary, Make-bate, and Hair-brain'd ; 
That I Jhould be the occafion of cutting many other 
throats if I could. And one of my Grooms of the 
Chamber being dangeroufly wounded about that time 
by fome of his drunken Comrades, they had the good* 
nature to inform the King, That this fellow was privy 
tq all my fecret s^ and that having found that he betrayed 
bis trufty I took courfe to have him affaffinated. 

The infolent liberty people took, to charge me 
with thefe calumnies, obliged me to ibeak to the 
Ring about it The Counteis, in whole company 
I went to him, told his Majcfty as Ihe entered the 
room, That fhe brought him that criminaly that wicked 
woman, of whom fo many evil things had been told 
him. The King was pleafed to tell me. That he 
never gave credit to any of thofe reports : but his 
paanner of delivering this was fo fuccind, and fo 
|kr from the accuftomed civility, with which he 
yied to hear me, that all cfi^^^ l?irt my felf would 

have 
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have doubted, of the truth of what he faid. You 
know the Court is a Land of much contradiction. 
The compaflion which perhaps people took of me, 
when they faw me flxut up in a Convent, was changed 
into envy, to fee me appear in the Queen's Df awing- 
Room, and to make a much better appearance there 
than I had a mind to. Yet I had no other pretenfion, 
but to endeavour to, make fome tolerable agreement 
wkh Monfieur Mazarin > but thofe, by whofe 
Counfels I regulated my aftions and aftairs, having 
other ends, ruined my bufinefs, by endeavouring to 
make their own fucceed : and fb abufing my fim- 
plicity, and the blind obedience I gave to all their 
advices, caufed me to make feveral fteps, without 
underftanding the reafon or confequence of it. 

Amidft all thefe troubles and vexations, our Suit 
went forward, and Monfieur Mazarin found the 
fame favour among the old men, which I had ob- 
tained of the young. After three months time, I 
had intelligence, "That he bad gained the hearts of 
t^e great Chamber ; ^hat his cabal carried all before 
them there ; That he^va^ like to have fuch a Decree as 
he deftred ; "That alt ho* they did grant me the feparation 
of Goods^ they would not leave me that of my Bedy 
which I then enjoyedj and therefore was no part of 
my reqtiejl to them -, and laftly^ that the Judges could 
not difpenfe with themfelves from ordering me to go and 
live with my Husband j though they would be as fa^ 
vourable^ as they were then againft me. If this ac- 
count had been given me by people of lefe credit 
than they from- whom I had it, I would have taken 
the liberty of acquainting you with their names ; but 
as they ran a hazard in telling it, fo they were cau- 
tious in exa^ing my fecrecy, which I will certainly 
keep inviolable to them. You may judge what 
ufage I was like to have of Monfieur Mazarin, 
if I jfhould be forced by Aft of Parliament to retura 
tQ him, after the cwfe;s Qf refcntments which he 

pre. 
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pretended to have ag^inft me, and have both Court 
and Parliament contrary to me. 

Thefe were the motives that produced that ftrangc 
and fo much blamed refolution which I took, of 
retiring into Italy, to my friends and relations, 
feeing now no longer refuge or fecurity for me in 
France. My Brother, who was at once the neareft, 
the deareft, and the difcreeteft of my relations, was 
alio thf firft who approved of my refolution, and 
offered me all he could do to favour iL The Che- 
valier of Rohan, his intimate friend, and mine, 
having, I know not how, heard of it, fpoke fo 
knowingly of it, that we could not without impu- 
dence- conceal it from him, nor without ibme kind 
of ingratitude refufe his affiftance. My defigp was 
not then to go direftly to Rome, but only to Milan, 
to fee my Sifter the Conftable, whither I writ to 
her to come ) and I intended to go afterwards to 
Bruxelles, that from thence, as being nearer, L 
nlight with more eale negotiate ibme more dura- 
ble and advantageous agreement with Monfieur 
Mazarin, than the former had proved 

Monfieur o £ Rohan begged tlut he might come 
along with my Brother, when I fhould be arrived 
there ; nor could we in civility refufe it him. I had 
fome reafons to believe, that Monfieur Mazarin 
would be more eafily wrought to a better accom- 
modation, when he fhould once fee me out of 
JFrance. And the terrible apprehenfions I marked 
in him every time I threatned to be gone, would 
not fufFer me to doubt of it. The defpair to which 
he did often redilde me, made me many times tell 
him, That if I were once out of his reachy I would 
make him run far enough^ before he fhould overtake 
fne. But to my misfortune, he never believed I 
liad fo much courage, until he faw it. 

After I had taken this refolution, I fo much neg- 
jefted my §uit, that I havQ ^ hundred times fince 
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wondred that thofe who were concerned in it, did 
not perceive it. The Countefs, of whom I was 
moft afraid, was the only perfon that had fome fuf- 
picion of it -, but flie gave it no credit. She came 
almoft every day to my Brother's, where Ihe found 
us always very merry in appearance, in order to 
deceive the world i and (he cried out upon me, be- 
caufe / did not folicit my hufinefs^ that it was a great 
jhame for me to let m'j Suit be loft for want of looking 
after it. Some eight days before I fet out, fhe was 
there when one of my Brother's Gentlemen, called 
Farm ILL AC, came to take his leave of us. He 
fret ended to go to fee bis Father^ who (as he faid) had 
fome command in Lorrain among the Horfe : but in 
truth, it was to order Poft-Horfes to be ready 
for me upon the road, which I chofe becaufe it was 
the unlikelieft to be fufpeftcd. The fight of this 
man that was to begin my enterprize, put me into 
fuch diforder, that I have lince wondered how the 
Countefs did not take notice of it ; Ihe was taken 
up with gloffing upon my negligence in the midft 
of. fo many important concerns : "That it was not 
the time to ft ay all the day in my chamber undrejfedy 
flaying upon my Guittar ; and that this kind of care- 
lefnefs made her almoft believe what was report edy that 
I intended to fly into Italy. Thefe unprofitable re- 
monftrances ended in an exhortation to me, to go 
with her to St. Germains to make my court at leaft : 
but as I had other bufinefs that concerned me nearer, 
I defired her to excufe me. It was abfolutely necef-^ 
fary, for my defign, that flie fliould be at St. Ger- 
mains when I fet out ; for had flie been at Paris, in 
the uneafinefs flie was for my proceedings, it ha4 
been almoft impoflible, but flie would hg,v6 fufpeft-a 
ed fomething of mv intention. 

In fine, Wednefday the thirteenth of June, in the 
year, one thoufand, fix hundred, and fixty eighty 
being ti\e day appointed fqr my departure, whSft | 
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was putting my little affairs in order againft night, 
Ihe fent for me to go and dine with her at St. Ger- 
mains. I was about to fend her word I could not 
go, but the meffenger was ordered to take no denial, 
but that I muft go ; which made me fear my Plot 
was difcovered : but as we muft always in fuch kind 
of matters prefunfie we are not difcovered, though 
we fee never fo great appearances to the contrary, 
I thought It expedient to promife, I would meet 
her there, left me fhould come her felf to fetch 
me. When dinner-time was over, and I did not 
appear, Ihe fent to conjure me no: to fail to come 
thither before night. I excufed my felf as well as I 
could for breaking my word, and bid them affurc 
her that I would not rail to be there at night : but 
ten of the clock being pafled, and no news of me, 
Ihe took her Coach and came ftreight towards Paris- 
She was come above half way when fhe met my 
Brother, who left Paris at the fame time I did, to 
impart my defign to Monfieur de Louvov. She 
asked him abruptly. Where I was ? But he asked 
her. If Jhe had not met me? Shefaid, No. He re* 
plied coldly. That Jure then I had taken the other 
road', for^ that he faw me come away before he took 
coach. 

Monfieur MazArin came to awake the King at 
three of the clock in the morning, to befeech him 
that he would give order that I ftiould be purfued 
But his Majefty had the generofity to anfwer him, 
That be would not break his promife he had made when 
' he tore our Awards never to meddle with any of our 
' concerns^ one way nor another \ and that it was not 
likely they could over'^take me noWy being fo longgone^ 
and having taken my meafures at leifure^ as I had 
done. But this anfwer was otherwife reported in the 
world ', and you have furely heard of the Verfes 
which were made of this fubjeft, which begin thus : 

Sad 
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Sad Mazarin, paUj an J full of grief ', 

and ended with this joke upon the Revelations he had, 
during the Queen's great ficknefs, touching tho 
King and Madam la Valiere : 

jilaji ! what is become of my poor wife ? 

Know you not ? (quoth the King) fure you cannot 

mifsy 
Tb^Angely that tells you allj has told you this* 

Monfieur Mazarik feeing he tould obtain no- 
thing to his purpofe of the King, went to Monfieur 
Colbert, who advifed him to fend fome perfon of 
credit after me, to offer me my own terms, fo I 
would come back. It was one Monfieur la Lou< 
VI ERE, one of the Lieutenants of the Ordnance 
who was fent -, and you may judge from the place 
where he over-took me, that the King had reafon 
to fay, it was then too late to follow me. 

Whilft things pafled thus at Court, I ran a ftrange 
carreer ; and I dg affure you, that if I hadfore-feen 
all the inconveniencies tint attend fuch a joum^, 
I fliould rather have chofen to end my days betwixt 
four walls, and to haften it with fteel or poifon, 
than to expofc my reputation to thofc calumnies 
that are inevitable to all women of my age and qua- 
lity, that are feparated fi-om their husbands. Though 
I had not experience enough to forefee the confe- 
queiices of it, nor thofe that were of my counfel, 
fore-caft enough ; yet I was not without many 
conflids with my fclf before I could abfolutely come 
to a fettled determination : and my irrefolutions were 
fo troublefome to me, that if you could but fee 
them, you would more eafily oe convinced, that 
nothing but the neceflity I fa\\r my felf reduced ta^ 
could hurry me to fo fatal an enterprize. X can with 



iM. DE ST. EVREMOND. 143 

great truth afliire you, that all my divcrfions were 
but feigned, (ince I had formed this defign ; and 
that the Countefi was much in the wrong in reproach- 
ing me with my tranquillity of mind. I fcarcc took 
any reft, nor eat, nor drank much for above eight 
days before 5 and I was much troubled when I fet 
out, that I was fain to fend back from the gate of 
St. Anthony, to fetch the box in which was my 
money and my jewels, which I had forgotten. It is 
a great truth, that I never dreamed that I fhould 
ever want money ; but experience hath taught me it 
is commonly the firft thing that is wanting, efpeci- 
ally to thofe that have always lived in great plenty 
of it, never knowing the neceflity and importance 
of diici^eetly managing it. Nevertnelefs, I left the 
keys of my Apartment with my Brother, that he 
might feize upon my plate, furniture, and other 
things of value. But he was Co careleis as to leC 
Monfieur Mazarin prevent him, upon the fame 
token that fome time after he fold fomc of my things 
to Madam laValiere for a hundred tnoufand 
Livres. 

My train confifted of a Maid I had but fix montlis 
before, called Nannon, drefled in man's apparel, 
asl was ; amanof my Brother's, calledNARcissus, 
with whom I had no acquaintance; and a Gentleman 
belonging to Monfieur de Rohan, called Cour- 
BEviLLE, whom I had never feen before. My Bro- 
ther defired Monfieur de Rohan not to leave me 
until he had feen me out of town. I parted with 
him Without the gate of St. Anthony, and drove on 
in a Coach with fix Hoi-jfes, to a houfc belonging to 
the Princefs of Guimene', his Mother, ten leagues 
fix)m Paris. From thence I went fix or fcven leagues 
in a Caleche ; but thefe kind of Carriages were too 
flow for my fears ; therefore I took horfe, and ar- 
rived at Bar the Friday foDowing about noon : from 
thence (feeing my felt out of France) I went no fur- 
ther 
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ther than Nancy that nighL The Duke of Lor- 
RAIN hearing of my arrival, and defiring to fee me, 
was fo civil as not to prels it, when he underftood I 
was unwillmg. The Refident of France was very 
earned to have me flopped there, but in vain j and 
the Duke, to compleat his generofity, gave me a 
Lieutenant and twentv of his Guards to conduct me 
into Swiflerland. "We were almoft every where 
known to be women ; and Nannon ftill, thro* fbr- 
getfulnefi, called me Madam : whether for this 
reafon, or that my face gave fome caufe of fufpicion % 
the people watched us through the key-hole, when 
we had fhut otlr felves in, and faw our long Trefles, 
which as foon^ as we were at liberty we untied, be- 
caufe they were very troublefome to us under our 
perukes. 

Nannok was cxtream low of ftature, and fo un- 
fit to be cloathed in man's apparel, that I could 
never look upon her without laughing. The night 
that I lay at Nancy, where we re-affumed our wo- 
mens apparel, I was fo over-joy*d to fee my fclf 
out of danger, that I gave my felf the liberty of di- 
verting me a little at my ordinary fports •, and as I 
ran after her to laugh at her, I fell on my knee and 
hurt it. I did not feel it then ; but fome days after 
having caufed a bed to be made in a forry Village 
of Franche Comte, in order to reft my felf while 
dinner was a preparing, fuch a grievous pain took 
me of a fudden in that knee, that I was not able to 
rife. But on I muft go, therefore having been let 
blood by a woman, for want of another Chirurgeon, 
I followed my journey in a litter, till I came to 
Neufchatel, where the people perfuaded themfelves 
that I was Madam de Longu£vill£« You cannot 
imagine the joy the people cxpreffed to fee me, 
being not ufed to fee women of quality of France 
pafs through their Country 4 nor coula they com- 
prehend tlmt any other buc the Dutchefe of Longue- 

3 VILtfi. 
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viLLE could have bufinels that way. I know fome 
would have laid hold of this occafion, and made ufe 
of their kindnefs, to tafte of the fweetnefs of fove- 
rcignty. After all, the miftake was advantageous 
to me -, and what I wanted in age, I gained in qua- 
lity. But power and authority feemcd to me too 
great and too good for a fugitive. I was fo un- 
skilfaUy handled there, that my pain grew worfe, 
infbmuch that I had once thoughts of returning to 
Paris ; and were it not that Milan was nearer, and 
that I hoped to be fooner and fafer there, I had pur- 
fued my firft thoughts. 

Some few days after, I paffed through a little 
town of Swiflerland, that had a garrifon, where we 
were all like to be knocked on the head, by our 
ignorance of their language ; and to compleat our 
happinels, we underftood when we came to Altorf, 
that we muft make our quarantine there, before we 
fhould be fuflfercd to enter the territories of Milan. 
There it was my ftock of patience was quite fpent ; 
for I few my felf in a barbarous Country, moft 
ddperately lick, fidl of grievous pain ; and for help, 
you fhall judge by what hapned to Narcissus, 
whether there was much to be hoped for in that 
place. For he ailing fomething, fent for a Chirur . 
geon to let him blood ; they brought him a Farrier, 
who going to let him blood with his fleam, miffed 
the vein, and Narcissus threaming to kill him, 
the fellow ftill anfwered coldly, That he had not 
anffHed the artery. 

But what confummated and throughly carried my 
condition, even beyond defpair, was the divifion in 
my family, and their continual jarring. Narcissus 
took it ill thatCouRBEviLLE, who had been in my 
&inily but feven or eight days, Ihould take upon 
him tx> meddle with any thir^ without his leave ;: 
and the famercafon madeNANNON quarrel with 
them both: but while Narcissus and Ihe jarred 
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in this manner, diey were yfelefe to me, and did 
almoft nothing but out of fpite to thwart one ano- 
ther. On the odier fidfs, Couhbeville was very 
diligent to help me ; and I am. (till perfuaded, had 
it not b^en for him, I had been forced to have had 
nay Leg cut oflF; And as my difbeflbd coodition 
made me very thankful, and acknowledging for 
eyciy litde fervice ; my commendmg his particular 
care of. me, put them quite out of humour, and 
thereupon abandoned me wholly to his care* 

It was at the time of this quarantine that la Lou- 
VI ERE over-took me •, but I remitted the delibera- 
tion of what he propofed to me, to our arrival at 
Milan, whither I came fome few days after, by. the 
favour and means of the Duke of Smtq, Brother- 
in-law to the Conftable, and Governor of that 
Country. He undcrftood how I was. det;ain£d at 
Altorf, and he remitted eighteen days of my qua- 
rantine. My Sifter and the Conftahle came to meet 
me at a houfe of theirs, four days journey from 
Milan, where we flaid foxne days, and thence went 
tp Milan, where in fix weeks that waftaid thercy 
we received nine Couriers from Paris, 
• I was informed that pnefendy after my flighty the 
judges had declared themfelves in my fav^oun againft 
Monfieur Mazarin j that Marmal TurennE: 
liimfelf had fpoken to the King in my behalf ; and 
that die refolution I had taken, gave both,admira- 
tion and pity ta all reafonable people^ But that 
things had quickly changed by my fiiends joinii^ 
with Monfieur Mazarin, in anaftion againft my 
Brother and Monfieur de Rohan, wherein 'twas 
pretended that they had ftole me away. 

I know that Monfieur Mazarin fent one after 
me with power to take information from place to 
place, all the road that I pafled, of all my actions 
and demeanour. And this perhaps is the greateft 
and only obligation I owe him, finccthis man's 
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^'epdifrtens, Which affe recordefd in Parliament, are 
iMideniafcie teftffnbhles of the innocence of rriy car^ 
i'hgt affrd cotiduA throughout this journey, againft 
^11 ttit ^Ifegatioris and aJperfions of my enertiies. But 
thi5 was tiot the bfeft ftbrv in his budget. I had writ- 
ten to my Brotfief, ana to Monfieur de Rohan 
bfefttfe' i left iffeufchatel ; fo my Brother, to let him 
ktiO^ ^ere, and h6W I was j and to Monfieur de 
Rohan, to thank him for the fervice he did me at 
My Colfhbi'g away, iri facilitating my departure. I 
/lad cbitimaAdfed Narcissus to fend away thcle 
Letters fey thcf Poft ; but whether it was that his 
hatred to CoukB E VI LLE feachcd as far as his mafter 
^at givt Aim to' me, or that it was meer negfi- 
;ehce ; he confefled at Milan, that he forgot Mon- 
teOii* t>n RoAXn's Letter upoh the mande-tree in 
tiiie i^6ft-]Wafter's h'oufe at Neufchatel*, to whom he 
liadgivfen it in charge. La Louviere finding it as 
fte ca'rn^ that >^^yr carried it with him, and gave 
k to Monfifeut Mazarin, who made ufe of it, 
aM^^ithTuth* fuecefs, that it let alf the world againft 
me* And it was upon this Letter that he premm'd 
to petition the Parliament fome time after, that I 
dtight to forfeit air rily rights ; which is. never prac- 
tifed but againft women convifted of the higheft in- 
ferny ahd kwdnefs. 

I tdd you that Mohfieur de Rohan had obtained 
my brother's coftfent to Come to us to firullels, when 
We fliould be affived there. The need we had of 
Mm, having itiade us conclude the matter fo •, it 
Was' natural enough* to mention this to him, in a 
Letter that was defigned principally to fhew him 
my acknowledgments and gratitude. This was evi- 
dence enough for Monfieur Mazarin to prove a 
corlfederacy betwixt us, and that the Chevalier was 
ih love with me. But befides, that his affeftions^ 
>^ere known to the whole Court to be engaged elle- 
where then; and toa'perfon of that eminent quality, 
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that he was banilhed for it ; his manner of prodeed- 
ihg did no way fliew any fuch thing. It was ttuly 
the part of a good friend to fiirnifh me with mciSsuis 
to convey my felf far off, and to put me into the 
hands ot trufty fervants ; but it was no way that of 
a true Lover : and there are very few, wno being 
favoured with a confidence of this nature, would be 
perfuaded to lofe fight of their miftrels in fo extra- 
ordinary an occafion. 

Notwithftanding all this, the world gave credit to 
what Rfonfieur Mazarin would have pals for a 
truth. A^ for my Brother, he had, as you have 
fcen by the ftory, pretended to take up a jealouly 
of him, in order to render him fufpefted in all my. 
concerns ; that by this means he might deprive me 
of fo confilderable a fupport. There was nothing 
fo innocent, but was mifreprefented, in order to 
maintain and carry on fo deteftable a calumny ; they • 
produced Letters in Verfe, for want of other evidences. 
Pofterity (if any thing of our bufinels doth reach it) 
will haroly believe that a man of my Brother's gra- 
vity Ihould be examined upon Interrogatories about 
fuch trifles ; and that they fliould be ferioufly dif- 
cufled before fo grave a Bench •, that they fliouId 
make fuch a deteftable ufe of fo innocent a com- 
merce of wit and fentiments betwixt perfons fp nearly 
related ; to conclude, that the efteem and frienct 
fliip I had for a Brother, of a defert and merit fo 
well known, and fo juftly due to him, and who 
loved me entirely well, fhould be made ufe of as an 
unjuft pretence ano^colcKir for fo black and fo cruel 
a defamation. 

It will be hard to find ftranger examples of the. 
misfortunes of a perfon of my quality, fex, andage* 
The moft facred ties of nature and rfeafon, become 
the moft horrible crimes, when jealoufy and envy 
comefto defcant upon them ; but there is nothing 
impoflible to a man thaTgakes profeflion of being 

devout 
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devout and godly, and rather than to own himfclf 
in the wrong, he will caufe the moft innocent ami 
uprighteft perfbns in the world, to be thought the 
moft infamous, and the moft abptninahle. I may 
perhaps be thought to be in a paffion 5 but the re- 
membrance of fo barbarous an injuftice, and fo cruel 
ufage, ms run me into a fuperfluous digreflion ; and 
it is very-tiifficult to keep an even temiper iivfelating 
fuch faa and lamentable things. NorVit eafy to 
ieave wondering that people Ihould be fo malicious 
as to tax me with a bufinefs fo known to the world, 
as the friendlhip and union that was betwixt my Bro- 
ther, my Sifter^the Conftable, and my fclf. The whole 
Court of France have feen a Letter, which he writ 
from Rome fome time after our marriages, wherein 
he reprefents to one of his friends the happinefe in 
having two Sifters whom he loved fo well, living in 
two of the greateft and moft famous Cities of the 
world, Ron^ and Paris. He ended his Letter with 
thefe two Verfes: 

jind thus Ipafs m'j days in great delight y 
With wife Mary, or Hortensi a bright.. 

It is not unlikely, but that Monfieur Ma z a rim 
.Woyld have made ufe of dfcfe Verfes, in his Suit, if 
my Sifter (whom he endeavoured to gain, and let 
againft me) had not been concerned in them as well 
as I : for diey are, at leaft, as criminal and fliulty 
as the other Letter, of which he made ufe. My 
Brother had writ to me that other Letter to St. Ger- 
mains, where I was fome days, after Monfieur Ma- 
ZARjN had caufcd the ft^e to be thrown down, 
j^hich I i;pld ypu I had ordered to })e fcp up in my 
Apartment. It began thus : 
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Thou who art in thf Ifind witbtnff cqrfipqicej 

More cbajte than Lucj^ce, gr than Y^VUi 
fair^ isXc. 

^ He continues it wjth returning n^ than}^ for ^wj- 
fing to him, and giving me ap accpiffli: i^hg h^gtb^j 
and after he goes on thus ; 

Know then 'jour kind Duke makes a dtim^qi/e' 
rout J 

HefretSy andhefumeSy and he wanders ahouty 

And all to enquire his dear Mazarin out. 

He came th* other night in a lunatick ra^e^ 

And told me the tragical fate of yourfiage. 

The Duke of Navaille, that wither (d f4 
Drivily 

fThofe ghaftly wild Looks would half fright the devjl^ 

To aj/iji your good man comes thund'ringpell-melly 

And zvitb noife, and with nonfenfe upon me befell 

They both joined i* th" Chorus^ and opening their 
throats 

As loud as they could^ q;ith their damned fcreech-ml 

notesy 

They tryd me^ andteiz^dfor a whole hourlong^ 

And his dear Mazarin was the burden oUb* 

fong. 
Tour he Storing fpoufey like a Sarazen^ ftares^ 

Looks bigy and all tha t -^ ■ ^ a nd bfs Aiaher be 
fwearsy 

UeHl feize you by force^ where-ever he meetSy 

And when you in his clutches but once more be 

'■ getsy 

For all your brisk Champions he'll care not a rope \ 
• He'll keep you infpite ofKingy Emperory or Pope. 
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Hisfervmu Pol AST r^^, has offered bis aidy 

J'ojoin in the plot ^ to have you betrayed. . 

Has /worn bis allegiance the better to warrant 

Himfelf a true ^Squire to your new-made Kftight- 
errant. 

In this €Xtream danger y till the tempeft is o*er^ 

^he protection ^ Lewis, I advife you implore. 

In all this diftre/s^ of his friendjhip maie tryaU 

Andjhielied by his great Authority Royal^ 

Tou need fear no ill ; you'*ll be fafely fecur'd 

Againft an ungrateful and barbarous Lord. 

The reft is nothing. As I was fhewing this Letter 
to fome of my friends at Court, the Count of Gr a m- 
ACONT caifte and fnatched it out of my hands, and 
carried it to the King : it was read publickly before 
him, and there was none of all the Court that was 
any way fcandalized at it ; but one of the King's Chi- 
rurgeons, named Eli am. This man, who in appear- 
ance was zealous for his patients, hearing thefe words, 

57?^ T>uke (j/'Navaille, that withered fad Drivilj 

could not contain himfelf from interrupting them 1 
and faying. That was nothings for he was fhortly to 
be purged. And yet it was upon fuch convin- 
cing proofs as thefe, that Monfieur Mazarin ob- 
tained an order of Parliament, to arreft me in any 
place where he fhould find me. All my friends, at 
the fame time, figned a Paper to him, jointly pray- 
ing the Conftable not to receive me into his houfe ; 
bqt he laughed at their folly : however, they had 
fent with the Paper thefe other fcandalous Letters. 
There came to me an Exprcfs from the Countefs, to 
excufe herfelf to me about this > but^ by word of 
mouth only. 
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I confefs, my conftancy was not of ftrength enough 
to receive fo great a fhock of fo many afBiftions to- 
gether. I fell into a deep melancholy, and thefe 
kind of proceedings leaving me no hopes of an ac- 
commodation, I left off the thoughts of going to 
Bruxelles. Hereupon my Brother arrives ; and in* 
ftead of comforting me, he began another perfecu- 
tion againft me : fo much the more cruel, becaufe 
it had a very fpecious foundation. It was agreed, 
thatCouRBEviLLE fliould be fent back, as foon as 
I came to Milan. But he having underftood the cri- 
minal Procefs that was begun at Paris, in which he 
was made a party, he threw himfelf at my feet, and 
reprefented to me, That he could not return to his Ma- 
Jler^ without carrying his head to afcaffold ; and that 
having not whereby tofubftji any where elfe^ bejhould 
ht' utterly ruined, if I difcharged him myfervice. This 
Gentleman had been fo ferviceable to me in my 
greatcft necefllties, that I believed I could not aban- 
don him without extream ingratitude -, therefore I 
pafled my word to him, that I would not put hini 
away, as long as he was pleafed to ftay with me. 
And the cruel difpleafurqs which I fince received for 
having kept him, have not yet perfuaded me that I 
ought not to have given him my word to continue 
him in my fervice. 

Nannon and Narcissus, enraged becaufe I 
kept him, told my Brother that he talked infolentl^ 
of him. What they alledged he had faid, was like 
enough ; my Brother believed it, and would have 
me turn him away : But as I knew who it was that 
had done him this ill office, I could neither believe 
it, nor difcharge him,, But my refolution to keep^ 
him, droveNANNON and Narcissus intodefpair ; 
and at laft the belt expedient they could find td 
force me up fatisfy tlieir defire, was to give out that 
CouRBEviLLE was in love with me. My Brother^ 
. who would fccm ignorant of thefe fervices, arid of 

the 
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the promife I gave him, and the obligations I owed 
to nm man, becaufe he believed hirtilelf afFrpnted 
by him, and being accuftomed to receive no denial 
from me, was afraid there was fomething extr^orcfi- 
nary in my obftinacy not to difmils him ; and was 
connrmed in this opinion, when after highly repre- 
fcnting to me the report that was fpread abroad, he 
ftw I would not yield to part with him. This ridi- 
culous Calumny, inftcad of convincing, did exalperate 
me : and I was fo nearly touched to find he gave cre- 
dit to it, that I could no longer endure him. The 
Conftable and my Sifter were firft on my fide, againft 
him ; but they two turned to his fide at laft, then there 
was nothing but fending and proving betwixt us four : 
the feultwas always laid upon me, and they juftified 
themfelves at my coft. This kind of lire, full of 
vexations and refentments, againft a Brother and 
a Sifter whom I loved fo dearly, and whofe Society 
alone I thought fxifficient to make me happy, made 
me at laft, though late, to apprehend tlut we muft 
fet our hearts upon nothing in this world. 

In the midft of thefe dilquiets we came to Venice, 
where the Conftable was not well at his eafe, becaufe 
perhaps he faw my Sifter was too well pleafed to be 
there. He promifed me great matters, to induce 
me to go to Rome ; That he would engage his Holi- 
nefsfiould proteS me^ and thai he would omit nothing 
to divert me from the deep melancholy he faw me vicli-- 
fied to. Seeing myfelf fo cruelly perfecuted by my 
Brother, I thought it convenient, by my complai- 
lance, to manage the Conftable's kindnefs. We 
Went all to Sienna, to Cardinal Chioi's; from 
whence, after three weeks ftay there, my Brother 
having fallen out with us, returned to Venice, with- 
out taking leave of us, and we fteered our courfc to-- 
wards Rome : where the Heats were fo exceflive, that 
we were forced to retire for fix weeks to Marino ; a 
Country-Seat, belonging to my Brother-in-law, the 
Conftable. About 
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About the time we returned to Railie, my /Bsqm 
ther came thither with a Gendemaa beloi^ic^ to 
Monfieur d£ Rohav, to caufe (asl havebeoa^iOkljl 
CouRBEviLLE to be aHaifinated. I was inler^ddl 
that CouiiBBviLLs finding himlielf ci^neam ;itt ac 
Venice, beHeved hitx^elf poijfocied ; ^ in bisaftgor 
he had written terrible JLetters to Paris, ag^itflk iny 
Brother and Monfieur de Rohan> whom ^e be- 
lieved of intelligence with my Brother, to have him 
turned out of my iibrvice : that the& Letters fallii^ 
into Monfieur d£ Rohan's hands, he fent thefH 
back to my Brother ; defiring him tochaftiie CduR-r 
BEVILLE, according to his deferts. The jiidifcr6«> 
tion of this Course viLLE, and the unpkafit^ fiol^ 
this bufinefs made in the world, together with tho 
defire I had to be at quiet, made me Kefolve at kft 
to difcharge Courbeville, not doubting but he 
would willingly acquit me of my promife which I 
had given him. 

My requeft to Prefident Champlastrecx, hisi 
Son, who did negotiate betwixt my Brother and 
me, was. Thai he fhould not prefs me with fo much 
imfcrloufnefs to this Deference j and^ that I might h 
allowed to go and fojourn with my Aunt Marti- 
Nozzj. An hour before Courbeville was to leave 
my houfe, my Aunt being already con^ to carry 
me with her, my Sifter was in fuch a rage, becaufe 
I would no longer ftay at her houfe, that Ihe began 
to jeer before me, and to afk him. If be would not 
once more move me^ and perfuade me to let him ftay 
yet this time ? The man being in delpair for his ^o^ 
ing away, anfwered her fiercely, That if I did not 
command him^ to go^ he would not \ and that be cared 
for none there but me. She bad him to get him gone^ 
and that he fhould meet with what he deferv^d in tb& 
yard. He went out in a great fury ; and as* I had 
reafon to believe that there was fome mifchief inten- 
ded againft him, | thought myfelf bound to fave his 
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l^fip, aA$i f^jriecl hi") ^l9n^ wit^^ me to my Uncle's 
hjpufe: frqm thence } v^'nt to rpy Aunt's hoyft, 
^re J[ ftaij fgnv^ ?W (but f lofe \ip as in a Prifpn. 

4fi mel;aiichply as I was, I could not hold laughing 
It the offer flvma4e mcjtod^nce the Matta,(nn Wance, 
^p ^he found of my Guittar, to divert m^ from fad-' 
pefs, I know not whether it wa^ this my refnf^ that 
did exa^rate her againft me j but one day a^ I W4§ 
^ the window, Ihe commanded me very roughjy tQ 
gef me from theqce, That it was not the c^-om at 
^qme f oft and looking out tft windows. Another time 
afi I ftoad at it, fhe f?nt me her ghoftly Father tQ 
:^e^l me, That Jhe wou'd caufe me to be baled from it 
hy force. This Monki was fo infplent in the delivery 
^f his meflagc, that the tears guftied out of my 
^es. Cardinal Chjgi's Gentleman of the Horfe, 
who was managing of horfes before the houie, hear- 
ing me complain, came up to offer me his fervice ; 
b^twhen I fawhim, I had no power of faying more. 
jor all t^h^t, he went and told his Lord, That I had 
i^ither. eaf nor drank in two days. Cardinal Ch^ci 
\jpas. troubled at it, and pitied my condition ; and 
.Qs^fdinal Mancini telling him, That Monfteur Ma- 
ZARiN dejire4 I wou*d retire for fifteen days into a 
^Afy^afteryy wherein there was a Sifter of Cardinal 
Maz^rin^j; \ topk him at his word. 

My Brother and Sifter feeing the deplorable ftate 
in which I wa?, beg^n to refled upon their paft 
vfagq to me, and could not be quiet until I had par- 
doned thepi. But I would not confent that my 
Brother fhpuld fee me. Yet at laft they overcame 
.me in this too ; and though I faid that their repen- 
.^fance could not redrefs the injuries they had done 
my reputation, the eafmefs of my nature carried me 
:lo yield even this time, notwithftanding the jult 
- caule of indignation which I had againft them. I 
. confefe my heart akes at the relation. I know no- 

. thing fo cruel in one's life, as to fee thofe people come 
^ - ^" boldly 
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boldly to us that have done us unpardonable inju- 
ries. It is enough to be mortally affronted by them, 
without being perfecuted with their repentance too. 
This refleftion with many others, which I had occa- 
fion to make in my recw, made me refolve to re- 
turn into France, and to throw myfelf at Monfieur 
Ma z a r I n*s feet, and rather truft to his mercy with- 
out capitulating, than remain ftill expofed to as ma- 
ny more irkfome and heart-breaking adventures, as 
I had already run through. I defired my Aunt 
Martinozzi to write to the Princefs of Conty, 
her daughter, about it, and I prepared to be gone 
as foon as the anfwer was come. Some few days after 
CouRBEviLLE found mcans to let me underftand. 
That after he had been fome dajs kept clofe at Cordis 
7ial Mancini'5, he was convefd to Civita Vecbia^ 
where he had been a prifoner for fix weeksy and where 
be was like to remain {as hefent me word) much longer, 
unlefs Iwould pleafe to have the goodnefs tofolicite for 
him. Though I had reafon never more to concern 
myfelf with him ; yet becaufe I would not leave my 
work imperfeft, I begged his liberty of Fra-Vin- 
CENzo RospiGLiosi, the Pope's Nephew; who 
thereupon commanded his inlargement. 

In the mean while, the time which I was to ftay 
in the Convent being elapfed. Cardinal MANCiNk 
made anfwer to the inftances, my Sifter, unknown 
to me, had ufed, in order to get me out of thcMo- 
naftery, That he advifed me tojlay there a little longer^ 
hecaufe it would be advantageous for me^ that the An;- 
fiver which was expe£led out of France Jhould find me 
there ; and this Anfy^er was, fhat after I bad re^ 
mained two years in that Monajlery^ Monfieur Ma- 
ZARiN would eonfider what he Jhould do with me. 

Cardinal Mancini by ^11 means would have me 
fubmit to this concHtion ; and truly in the great af- 
piftion of mind into which Monfieur Ma^ a rin^s 
fcarfhncis had caft me, I might Jave been perfua- 
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ded to any thing : but my Sifter would not let me 
ftay there by no means j fhe caufed the Queen of 
Sweden to be fbllicited to receive me into hernoufe ; 
all the difficulty was, how I ihould make my efcape. 
My Sifter came to iee me that afternoon I intended 
it ; and as we were packing up to be gone» and that 
Nannon was grown as broad as fhe was long, with 
the Fardles that fhe had put round about her, every 
where under her cloaths ; we had intelligence that the 
Queen of Sweden, by the advice of her Council, had 
retraded the promifc fhe had given me. How unwel- 
come foever this news was, it was refolved I fhoutd 
ijiake my efcape. My Sifter began to take her leave 
to be gone ; and I making as if I would wait upon 
her down flairs, my Aunt Mazarin ufed all the 
arguments fhe had to oblige me to ftay in my cham- 
ber, becaufe I had been ill a long time ', but I was 
not to commit fuch an error. My Sifter's children, 
not having the liberty of coming within the Cloifter, 
as fhe had, and were brought that day on purpofe 
to amufe my Aunt in the parlour, that we might 
not be peflred with her; fbiyed for her at the 
door i which, as foon as the Abbefs came to open, 
Nannon threw herfelf out of it, as it were with joy, 
to make much of them, and I after her. As they 
had no fufpicion of our defign, the Lady Abbels 
dorft not ftay me by force, nor had fhe much time 
to confider of it ; for I was immediately got into 
my Sifter's coach, and fo drove away. My Sifter 
had the privilege of carrying a certain number of 
women with her into the Cloyfter, as often as fhe 
came thither ; my Aunt, through vexation and an- 
ger, ftopped two of them, that came in with her 
that day, though tkey were no way privy to our 
ploL My poor old Aunt took the matter fo much 
to heart, that fhe di^d within few days after, of the 
difpleafure fhe had taken for my efcape. We caufed 
the coach to drive ftreight to Cardinal Chioi's, to 

impk>rc 
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implore his pfottdtidn, But We found him ttot rftf 
came a litde after to rfiy Siftef's, arid feefnedf vfery 
cold in the rilattef , fearing the Po^6's difple^arfiire j 
but his Holinefs made this anfwef^ t6 Cafdirt^l Maj^- 
ciNj's compIairiC, Thaf if he bad kntmn thai I^as 
kept againfi my will in the ConfT^eHt^ he iitfould bdvi 
come himfelf to fetch me out. 

Not being abte yet Co tite in ifly S?ft(^r^s hotife, I 
went to lodge in the ftfeet del Cotfo, in our pater- 
nal houfe, whefe the Roman Academy ^a^ eVif 
kept. Cardinal Mai^cini w^ fo an^y at it, thai 
he turned' one of his Siftefs oUt of the hopfe, ^h6 
Would have incommoded me if flicf had fta'id ; but 
he foon after took the 6ppoftunity of ftiy 2^f€tici\ 
being gone to Marino, (fo my Brother-in-la'^'s) t6 
feizc, and take pofleffion of the houfe ; fo thai! 1 
was forced at my return to take another. 

I was foon reduced to pawii my JeWek fbt- my 
fubfiftance. I had borrowed but three thoU&ld 
Crowns upon them, wheti f was informed the" mart 
that lent it me- was in danger of breaking* Bllt Whert 
I went to redeem them, I found Chat Madam' lili^ it- 
TiNozzi had' prevented me, and paid the mblieV, 
but woiildnot return tlie Jewels. WheVeufOri' tnt 
Conftable of Colonna> taking notice of her haVirtg 
them, prevailed fo by his authority arid tfif eats' i6 
this man, that he was riot to let ariy body have them; 
but thofe who put them into his hands. Mbnfielir 
Mazarin was writ to, to redeem them ; but hd 
made anlwer, That they muft'be left where they wefe\ 
that I might be deprived of all ways to fuhftfi^ thehef" 
ier to reduce me to my duty. I was neceflitated to let 
one Grillon, a great friend to my Brother', arid 
the Conftable, lay down the money they lay ih for, 
which I rcpay'd in fome fmall time after. And the 
trouble of feeing myfelf reduced to the riecdfity of 
receiving obligations from people that might per- 
haps make an ill ufe of it, mad6 me a little after 

refolvc 
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relolve to take a journey into France, to try to get 
a ipcnfion of Mwifieur Mazarik. 

I went with my Brother, who was going to be 
married to Mademoifclle de Tiahgi. : and it is to 
this^alHcmce tbat I owe the good fcccefs of my voyage. 
Wc were near fix months upon the road. When 
we vftrt camr to the Frontier, we concluded that 
he fhoHld ge^ before, and that I fhould ftay behind, 
untit he had taken the care that was* neceffary for my 
ftomty i»Franee.' But our friends having given us 
aa- acooHiir of the difafter of the poor ftatues that 
were ift the pa^lace Mazarin, and that the conjunfture 
ftfennted favourable, we went together as far as Ne- 
vtf% where he left me, and went on towards the 
C^tut-, BTCompany with Gtrilloit, who had over- 
triten us ait IMKlam 

As Ibofi- as-Monfieur Mazari^ underftood that 
we were upon- the- road coming into France, he fent 
PoLA^sTR•ONi Captain of his Guards, to inform 
Mmfelf exatSHy of the courfe of life we led, who 
raifed all the aicriSs and Provofts about Nevers, to 
be aiding and^aiSfting to the Commifla^y, who came 
to put the order of Parliament in execution ; where- 
by they wece authorized to feize and arreft me. My 
Bipother halving complained to the King of this pro- 
ceeding, hi^Majcfly was in the mind to have fent for 
me by hisauthority : but Monfieur Co l b e r t judg- 
ing it more for my advantage to humour Monfieur 
MAZARiN^as much as poflible, the King fent him 
(Command to fign a decree of agreement, which he 
did with tears in his eyes ; perceiving that if he did 
notdo'it, the King would proceed further in my be- 
half This- order came luckily to Nevers, the fame 
day that Monfieur Palluau, Counfellor of the. 
great Chamber, came thither to arreft.me. T recei- 
ved likewife- at the fame time command to come to 
theAbbey of thetys**: and. my Brother w:is mar- 
ried, the fame day that I arrived. Whilft 
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Whilft I was there, Monfieur Mazarin fent to 

ike feveral overtures of an agreement with mc ; 

t it was by the mediation of fome wretched Monks^ 

d fuch fort of people, in whom I could place no 

nfidence; or without giving me any afliirance^ 

It he fhould ftand to any thing that fhould be 

peed upon. He told the King, That my Brother 

^t me off from coming to any accordy and that he 

uerned me with a tyrannical authority ; and tha$ if 

iid notftandfo much in awe of him^ I fhould be much 

)re tradable. The King, to clear tlus doubts (ent 

r me three months after, by Madam Belli n* 

INI, with an Officer, and fbme of his Guards, in 

adam Colbert's coach*, at whole houfe my 

other had begg'd of the King that I fhould lod^e, 

a place where none fhould be permitted to force 

e to difiemble my thoughts. Two or three days 

ter, he commanded I mould wait upon him at 

[adam de Montespan*s houfe. I fhall never 

t^et his goodnels towards me. He defire^ me to 

nfider, That if he had not done better for me hi-- 

?rtOy it was my own conduit that hindered bim^ and 

k the means from him ; that I fhould tell freely him 

lat I would have done: that if I was abfolutely re- 

ved to return again into Italy j he would caufe a Pen- 

» of four and twenty tboufand Livres to be fettled 

m me *, but that he advifed me to flay : that he 

uld make my agreement as advantageous for me as I 

Id defire : that I fhould not be obliged to follow 

mfteur Mazarin, in any of bisjoumies ; that he 

uld have nothing to do with my dome/licks: and that 

is careffes were odious to me^ I fhould not be com^ 

'ed to fuffer them prefently ; that he gseue me until 

next day to conftder of it, and give him my anfwer. 

Duld eafily have given him then, the fame anfwer 

nade to him the next day j which was, ^at I 

Id not confent to return to Monfieur Mazarin, af- 

having endeavoured to ruin my repitation^ as he 

bad 
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bad done ; and after refujing to receive me^ vjhen I 
fent him offers from Rome to throw myfelf into his arms^ 
without any capitulation or bartering for conditions^ at 
a time when be knew me reduced to the lajl extremities 
of want and necejjity : that infpight of all theprecau-^ 
iions thatfhould be taken againfi the capricioufnefs of his 
humour^ Ifhould be put tofuffer a hundred little inju^ 
ries^ with which it wou'd be very unfit to importune 
his Majefty upon all occafions: that t accepted of the 
Penfton^ with an humble and hearty acknowledgement 
of his Majefty* s great favour therein. 

After nich juft and lawful reafons, you will be fur- 
prized to hear that the wbrld ccttidemned my refolu- 
tion extreamly *, but the; fentiments of Courtiers, are 
very different from other mens judgments. Amongft 
others, Madam de Montespan, and Madam 
Colbert, ufed all their beft arguments to pel*- 
fuade me toftay ; and Monfieur de Lauzun afked 
me, What I intended to do with my four and twenty 
thoufand Livfes ? that I fhou^dfpend them at thefirfi 
Inn I came to ; and that Ifhou d be compelled to come 
afterward with fhame and confufion to ask for more^ 
which wou'd not be granted me. But he did not know 
that my Wants had taught me how to husband my 
money. Not but that I perceived it Was a thing al- 
moft impoflible, long to fubfift handfomely upon 
this inconfiderable allowance. But befides that I 
could get no more ; and that Monfieur Mazarim 
would not let me live at Paris, without his being 
^th me : I thought I might, ' with this help, gain 
time to take other meafures^ 

Monfieur Ma z A RiN wanting other matter to be- 
fpatter my carriage, told the King, "That I was ma* 
king me a Caffock, to go away dreffed in man's appareh 
But his Majefty was pleafed to tell him, That he 
durfipafs his wordy that I intended nofuch thing. 

Madam Bellinzani had order with an Exempt 
of the Guards to condu<ft me to Rome, and to have 

Vol. III. L two 
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two Life-Guards to attend us to the Frontier. I re- 
ceived fo many civilities from the Duke of Savoy, 
in my paflage tiu*ough Turin, that even then I took 
arefolution, if ever I came to leave Rome, to come 
and take up my recefi in his Territories. I arrived' 
at Rome three months after, and fbme time after- 
wards Grillon came thither, to plunge me, in 
Ipight of all I could do, into new troubles. 

I had made a refolution to receive no vICts from 

any, during my abode in France: Grillon pre- i 

tending he ought to be excepted, becaule of the fer- 

yice he had done me at Rome, in the redeeming my 

Jewels ; prefently after my arrival there, came 

once to theLys, in the Countefs's company, to vifit 

me : but I never would fee him after. His refent- 

ment for this refulal exafperated him beyond belief.^ 

While I ftayed for the Commiflary at Nevers, my 

Brother's Steward, for my better fecurity, got me 

lodgings in one of the towers of a Convent that was 

joining to the Caftle ; and having but few fervants^ 

left me, he preferred to me one of my Brother's 

Guards, who had been turned out for fome flight 

fault. This man was very diligent in his place, ta 

induce me to beg his pardon -, in hope of which, I 

let him follow me to the Lys. A Rafcal of a Cook 

of mine, to pleafe Grjllon, who had bribed him, 

goes and tells him, That this wretch was very offici-^ 

cuSy and endeavoured to render himfelf necejfary about 

me 9 and that he did fimetimes come into the Convent, 

Grillon, without further examination, reports 

this ftory all about, to that height, that when I 

came to Paris, Madam Colbert would not let 

J^is man flay in my fervice within her doors. 

Judge you what amazement I was in, when I 
underftood this ftory, and with what promptnefs I 
difchargtjd my new officer, and what my refent- 
ment, and juft indignation againft this wicked Gril- 
L0N*s villanywasj and whether T was not furprizcd,, 

as 



' M. DE St. £VR£MOND. i6j 

islpafled dimugh Lyons, to fee him have the impu- 
dent to ofifer to come again into^Ry fight, under 
pretence of brining a Letter from my Brother, to 
beg I would forget ali. The indifierence and neg!c6l 
I me^^ him then, enraged him more than even 
When he came to Rome, he underftood that Mon- 
fieur DE Mars AN came fome times to lee me ; and 
after a thouiand ridiculous extravagancies that pafled 
benwxt them, they had at laft that idle quarrel which 
you have heard of, wherein without much hurt to 
one another, they had the pleafune once more to 
make me the fubjed of peoples talk. 

S^ne tatA after this, my Sifter determined to re- 
tire into France, pretending feveral caufes of com-* 
plaint agakift the Conftable. It would be too tedi^ 
ous to relate the argUnients with which I ufed to 
diffuade her from this journey : the difpleafures the 
like tciblution had drawn me into, made me more 
eloquent, but to no purpofe ; for the fame ftars, of 
their influences, that drove me into Italy, drew her 
into France* Ajs fhe had an entu*e confidence in 
Ae, flie made no difficulty to draw me in to let out 
witii her ; and becaufe I had no tie at Rome when 
fte was not there, and that I believed I fhould lef* 
fcn the dangers (he was to run through, by parta- 
king and fharing them with her, I did not ftick to 
follow her. I only reprefented to her, that IJhould 
he forced to leave her, as foon we were arrived in 
France. Nothing was fo grievous to her, as this 
unavoidable necefTity •, and nothing perfuaded me 
more to yield to the force of her reafons, than to 
fee that they brought her to confent to our fepara-^ 
tion. 

The Chevalier of Lor rain owed her greater 
oUigatiohs than to fail to ferve her in this ocoafion •, 
for ftie quarreird with all Ronie, upon his and his 
Brother's account i they were welcome in no houfe 
in Rome but at hers # and-lhe had declared her felf 

L 2 foF 
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for them in very nice points agsdnft Cardiiial Chi'g^ 
and the Conftable himfelf. Yet for all this* (he re- 
ceived no other fervice from them, but great and 
mighty promifes of what they would d6 for her by 
their credit in France ; nor have they performed that 
neither : as for her defign, the Chevalier thought it 
fufficient to tell her, That ifjbe bad no bodfs advice 
to guide her hut her owriy hejhould he much concerned 
for her , but that ftnce Madam Mazarin was^ cf 
her counjely Jbe might reft upon her condu^^* ftnce fie 
had more wit and more courage than- was needful fen 
a much more hazardous enterprize. He litde thought 
then diat he fhould be called back into France fo 
foon as he was. If he had done what he ought, we 
fhould have been there long before him ; and peo- 
ple would not have had occafion to fay, that we 
followed him : but my Sifter who relied wholly upon 
him, was forced to put off her journey when (he 
faw her felf left in the luich by him. 

After his departure for France, flie broke her 
mind to another perfon of eminent quality, whonv fh« 
believed her friend, becaufe fhe had by her kindnefi 
and favours obliged him to be fo. But he only told 
her. That the Chevalier of luOKKAiiJ ought to hdve 
helped her upon this occafion. He asked me what I 
intended to do with my felf, and whether I had per- 
fuaded my Sifter to this voyage ? He can yset ju- 
ftify, that I made him this anfwer, That I did not ; 
that I knew I could not ftay in France^ neither was 
my intention at all to come there^ hut- under the pro^ 
teclion ofapajfport which the King of France hadfent 
my Sifter for her felf and her Retinue \ and that my 
deftgn was to retire into Savoy y as foon as I left her in 
a place of fafety. 

In fine, having taken all the precaution that hu- 
mane prudence could think of, againft any hazard 
that might befall us in France, we ordered a Barque 
to attend us at Civita-Vecchia : and upon a very 

fine 
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fine day in May % the Conftable having told u^ 
afiC dinner, that be was to go twelve miles from Romey 
to fee one of his Jluds^ and that if he did not come 
before it was late we Jhould not look for bim that 
night : my Sifter would needs lay hold upon this 
occafion, though we had nothing in readinefs to be 
gone. We left word that we were going to Frefcati ; 
and fo took.in my Coach only one of her maids, and 
Na nhqu dreffed in man's apparel, as we were, under 
our own cloaths. We got to Civita-Vecchia about 
two of the clock in the morning, when all the gates 
were ihut •, fo that, we were forced to drive into 
the middle of a thick wood, there to wait until our 
Barque was found. 

My Groom of the Chamber, who took upon 
him to guide us, having run up and down a great 
while without finding it, was fain to hire another, 
which he found there, for a thoufand crowns. While 
he was thus imployed,' my Poftilion impatient of 
having no tidings one way or other, took one of 
Xhe Coach-Horfcs^ and had the luck to meet with 
pur own Barque ; but it was late whea he came 
rback. We were fain to walk five mile a foot to 
come to it ; and fo go on board abo^t three a 
clock, without having eaten or drank fince we left 
JRomc. 

Our chiefeft happinefs was, that we fell into the 
hands of a very honeft and underftanding mafter : 
^ny other but |iini, would have thrown us over- 
jboard, after taking what we had, from us ; for, he 
perceived as foon as he faw us, that we were no beg- 
gars ; and told us as much. His Crew aslced us. If 
Svehadnot killed the Pope ? To fhew you how skil-. 
fvil he w^, he managed his way fo well, that we 
came in eight days to Cioutat in Provence, where 
we landed at eleven a clock at night. From thence 
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we arrived at Marfeilles about five in the mcHningr 
a horfe-back ; where we found the King's orders, and 
the paflports at the Intendaht's houfe. 

The Conftable moft hickily ftayM three days 
away from Rome ; and therefore it wa3 late before 
he fufpefted the truth. There was not a fable fo 
horrible to be invented by the wickednefs of man, 
but was reported of us ; to that degree that they 
gave it out, that we were fled into Turkey, inipmuch 
that the Conftable was fain to beg of the Pope to 
excommunicate all thofe that fhould intermeddle 
with, or talk of us. He difpatched fourteen Cou-» 
riers fo many feveral ways after us ; and one of them 
made fuch hafte, that he got to Marfeilles before 
us. There came likewife thither a little after, one 
belonging to him, of thofe kind of men, whom 
they call Bravos in Italy, My Groom of the Chamber 
was gone, I knew not wnither, to get necefiaries 
for his journey to Paris, whither my Sifter was to 
fend him ; and we four women were by our felves 
without other company, in that very Inn to which 
this man came to lodge. Nannon faw him firft, 
and knew him prefently ; fhe quickly gave us the 
alarm ; we fent immediately to the Intendant, to 
pray him to fend us fome guards, which he did pre-^ 
lendy. My Groom of the Chamber coming back 
from the town, was defired by this man, to let him 
fpeak to us, which he did, very civilly, exhorting 
us to return back to Rome ; whither he returnM 
immediately with a fine Letter from my Sifter to 
his Mafter. 

This adventure made us go to lodge at the In- 
tendant's houfe, and from thence, fome few days 
after, to Aix, where we ftay*d a mc»ith, and wU- 
ther Madam de Grionan was fo charitable, as to 
fend qs fome fhifts, adding, Tbaf we travelled like 
true Romance Heroines^ v)ith abundance of jev:ehy 
but no clean iinna:. From thence, we went to Mi- 

rabeau \ 
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Tabcau ; thence to Montpellier ; whither my Sifter 
went to viiit Monfieur de Vardes^ and from 
Montpellier to Monfrein, where I heard that Pol a- 
STRON was hard by, ciwning from Paris under pr^ 
tence of being fcnt by Monfieur Ma z a r i n to com- 
plement my Sifter : but in truth, to caufe me to be 
arretted by virtue of his damnable Decree. When 
I heard of his coniing, I walked alone, away in the 
garden, among the Fifh-ponds, to let him pafs by j 
and when he found I was not with my Sifter, he 
would not ita/, but went on, thinking I was gone 
back, and to to overtake me : but he was miftaken ; 
far inftead of following me, he went further from 
me. 

I fbon after fet out for Aries, by water upon 
the Rhone ; from thence I went by land to Mar- 
tjgues ; and afterwards by fea to Nice, and froni 
Nice to Turin ; and fo to Montmeillan. My Sifter 
having taken the neceflary orders for my fecurity, 
from the Duke de L' Esdiguieres, fent for me 
from Montmeillan to Grenoble -, to which place my 
Brother came to us, and ftaid there with us feven or 
eight days. Some eight days after we dire(5led our 
journey to Lyons : and my oifter taking the road to 
Paris, I toolc that of Chaml?ery ; where at laft I 
found that quiet, which I fo lon^4ft^ain had fought 
for, and where I have remained ever fince, with 
much more calmnefs and tranquillity of mind, than 
a woman as unhappy as my fclf, fhould hope to 

enjoy *^ 

1 

*:« MAdam MaxjtrinJiaU three years at Chamkery, and after- 
Wards, in 167/, reHred ta Zngland. 
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LETTER 

Containing the PICTURE and 
CHARACTER of the Dui- 
chefs of MAZARIN. 

Return you again by a rneflengcr the 
Memoirs you were pleafed to fend me, 
fearing, left if I fhould fend them by 
the Pqft, they might run the fame hazard, 
and fall into the like inconveniencies, which at firft 
brought them to yqur hands. If things fo curious; 
and well worth the intercepting, were to be found 
every time the Minifters of State think fit to open 
the Pacquets, I fliquld not much pity the Clerks 
trouble, in executing their orders, Yoq had reafon 
to believe, that after the manner I had fpoken to 
you of Madam Mazarin, I fliould be extreamly 
glad to fee her Hiftory. It (peaks of her own Genius, 
and is like her felf all over. I have particularly 
obferved twenty things in this relation, that none 
but her felf couid think, or exprefs in tjie manncf 
they are penn'd. 

Since, you fay, you never faw her, I will fatisfy 
your curiofity by endeavouring to give you a rough 
^Ifiiugh; pf her F ace, and Shap^ of 3c>dy. ' 

She 
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She k one of thofe lofty Roman Beauties, no way 
like our baby-vifaged, and puppet-like Faces of 
France ; in whofe compofition nature alone triumphs 
over all the artifices of the Gxjuettes. 

The colour of her Eyes has no name ; it is neither 
blue, nor gray, nor altogether black ; but a mix- 
ture of all three, which participates of all the excel* 
lence that is found in them. They have the fweet- 
nefi of the blue, the brisknels of the gray, and 
above all, the fire of the black. But what is more 
wonderful, you never faw any one more lovely, and 
generally more pleafant, and more apt to enflame ; 
and yet more lerious, more fevere and fteddy, when 
her Thoughts are taken up with any grave fubjedL 
They are fo lively, and fo quick, that when fhc 
looks fledfaftly upon any one, which /he rarely 
does ; they think fhe pierces th^ir very fouls, and 
fees into the very bottom of their hearts. They arc 
large, and well flit, and even with the face ; full c£ 
fprightly life and fire : and yet with all thefe beau- 
ties, they have nothing of languifhing nor paflionate i 
as if nature-malicioufly had contrived them only to 
give love and veneration, and be fufceptible of 
none. 

Her Mouth is neither wide, nor very little ; but 
the motion of her lips are very graceful, and charm- 
ing J and the ftrangeft mouths and grimaces won- 
derfully become her when flie imitates thofe that 
make them. Her Smiles would foften the hardeft 
hearts, and eafe the heavieft fadnefe of mind : they 
do almoft quite change the air of her Face,which na- 
turally is fublirpe and grave -, and Ipread over it a 
certain tindbure of fweemefs, and mildnefs, thatchears 
i?p thofe hearts, which her charms had alarmed, and 
infpires them with that kind of unquiet gladnels, 
which is next of kin to a tender incfihation. 

So much for her Mouth and Eyes, which are the 
two chief parp of her Face, mpft expreflive, and 
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principally important^ to kindle a fkme and create 
Love ; but the reft are nothing lefs to be admired 
^and adored. 

Her Nofe, which without doubt is incomparably 
well turned, and of a juft b^nefi, gives the itfi of 
her Countenance a curious, noble, and lofty air, 
which is infinitely taking. The tone of her Toice 
13 fo harmonious and agreeable, that none can hear 
her fpeak, without being fenfibly moved. Her 
complexion is naturally moft lively, and lb delicately 
clear, that I cannot believe, any man that vkws it, 
can find fault with its not being fomewhat whker. 

The colour of her Hair is ihining blade, but hat 
nothing of harlh. To fee how naturally they curl, 
and into what fine buckles they twine thenruetves, 
jas foon as they are let loofe, would make us tlunk, 
without much help of poetry, that they fwell with 
pride ; and, as it were, take a glory in the honour 
they have to ihade fo lovely a head. She has the 
fineft-turn*d Face that ever Limner fancied, or drew 
with pencil. 

Her carelefs Carriage is the caufe that the pro- 
portion of her body, though ftre^ht and well framed, 
is nothing in comparifon to what it has been in de- 
licacy of fhape. I fay, in comparifon -, for many 
would fancy thcmfelves (lender enough that were no 
bigger than flic is. This makes her appear lower 
than Ihe is, though in truth /he is of as becoming 
a height, as any woman can well be without being 
ridiculous. 

You fhall fee her for fifteen days together, hi a$ 
many feveral Head-drefles, without being able to 
diftinguifh which of them fuits her Face the befl ; and 
thofe drefTes, which would make other women look 
like witches, wonderfully become her -, fo that no 
kind of head-gear, is unbecoming when Ihe wears 
it. The fame thing is remarkable in her cipaths, 
and attire. You muft fee her lapi)ed in a night-gown 

to 



r^Jl. DE ST. EVREMOND. 171 

to ju^ trich more exa&nd$ of it. And it is in 

this peribn akaie diat one truly may fay, that Arr» 

thai^h never fo cunningly ufe4 and skilfully laid»^ 

can never equal Nature. 

Though flie loves perfumes^ cflcnccs, and aroma* 

tkk fcenG, fhc never carries any about her ; whiicl^ 

fhews undeniably, that that fweetnefs is natural to 

her, which cofis other Ladies fo much pains and 

charges. 

: I had almofl: foigot to fpeak of herNeck, her Arms 

and Hands •, but let it fuffice, that they appear to 

have been made and fitted for the Face. And if we 

may judge by what we fee, of what we do not fee, 

we may certainly conclude that her husband after 

having been the bappieit man, is now the unhappieft 

in the world. Thus fhe h made as to her Body ; 

and of her Mind, you may judge, by what I am 

going to fay. 

Being fome time fince at Rome, it was my chance 

to be fpeaking of her after the manner I heard her 

talked of at Paris, that ihe was a fine young Lady, 

cxtream handfome •, but extravagantly giddy and 

inconfiderate, and good-natur*d even to folly. An 

Italian that knew her, hearing me give her fuch a 

charader, laughed at me after fuch a manner that I 

was much furprized at it •, but would never let mc 

Imow why, though I had very eameftly uiged him 

to tell me his reafon. As thefe people dive further 

into mens natujpes to find their true and proper cha- 

rafter, than we do in France, fo this adventure 

gave me a great curiofity to fee her as I palled in 

tny return from Rome by Chambery •, though I had 

never much fpoken to her in Paris, but by accident, 

yet ihe knew me by fight, and by name. 

I was at firft furpriz'd^ not to perceive in her at 

my coming, that eagernefe and exceflive defi,re to 

hear news, which is ordinary to thofe that live. at a 

diftance from Court, when they fee any that comes 

from 
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fit«n thence. She received me as unconoemed> as' 
the moft indifferent woman of the country could 
do ; and inflead of breaking my head with quefldons 
about the people and affairs, which concerned her 
felf,lhe entertained me only upon the account of my 
journey, and other like things, wherein none but- 
my felf was concerned 1 thought my felf bound 
in civility, to put her upon the difcourfe of her 
friends and relations, in Rome and Paris, fince flie> 
her felf would not flart the queftion. I found that 
fubjeft was not unpleafing,by the attention fhe gave 
to what I faid upon it •, fhe fpoke civilly of aU peo- 
ple, and with a great deal of refpeft of her Husband i 
but this difcourfe held no longer than I continued 
it. She rarely aflced any queftions, and thofe only 
which civDity feemed to ob%ed her to. 

Neither could I mark in her either Curiofity or In** 
quifitivenefs. Wondering at her cold indifference^ 
I had a mind to put her upon the difcourfe of things 
I thought moft fenfible to her, but with the refped: 
diat was convenient, touching her fame, and her 
fertune : but I could never hear from her the leaft 
complaint. Methought I read fomething of ladnefe 
in her countenance, when her reputation was in de 
bate : but for all other matters, flie feemed to think 
that blind Goddefs Fortune, a fitter objeft of her 
contempt, than anger. Several perlbns of quality, of 
both fexes came in while I was there ; and Cxthers, two 
or three Gentlemen who fhew*d a great deal of wit. 

The Ladies began to talk of the news of the 
town •, though the Dutchefs took neither fide's part, 
Ihe difcourfed with the fame heat as others did 5 
the fubjeft of their converfation was a difpute that 
was betwixt two eminent men, which had divided 
the country in two parties. She entred upon the 
particularities, which were told her of the caufes of 
their divifion, and weighed every little circumftance 
with fuch nicety and iiifight, as if Ihe had not had 

twenty 
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twenty millions for her portion* The Gentlemen, 
whom I before mentioned, turned the difcourle upon 
ancther fubjeA, whether (he would or no^ andtalk'cl 
ef State-affairs, as moil worthy of her attention and 
contemplation. After every oody had pafled their 
vercUft, ihe was obliged in complaifanee te ipeak 
hers, Thofe that differed in opinion from her, vi- 
goroufly urged their reafbns ; the difpute grew hoc» 
6he nevef defended her opinion, but with reafons^ 
of which ihe nmde^ofe that had not declared them- 
felvcs againft her, her judges. And I afliire yoi^ I 
never heard any (peak ib well, and with fo much 
fubmiffion. This is what I remarked in dm my 
£rft viiit *9 and what I have obferved fince, is as 
followeth. 

It is not to be difcemed of what humour Ihe is ; 
and to fpeak properly, ihe has none at all : for every 
individual perfon that converies with her, has caufc 
to believe ihe is of his. She is not obitinately bent 
upon any thing ; and it is aftonifhing to iee her quit 
^ven thofe diveriicwis, ihe fcems the moil pleafed 
with, as freely as if ihe were weary of them : whence 
it clearly appears, that ihe is eagerly carry*d to na 
one thing, and ihews that this eafmeteof her temper, 
and mamiers, does not proceed from levity or iickle- 
Jiefs ; but rather from a profound indifference for 
all thoie various fancies, which trouble and dif^ 
quiet the minds of moil people. 

That fweetneis and humanity, which above all, 
adorn and grace her iex, appear even in her tumul- 
tuous paflimes. She is as much miffarefs of temper 
upon the road, or a hunting, as in her clofet. The 
calmnefs and equality of her Soul, is proof againil 
all thofe occafions which do unfettle and traniport 
all others. She laughs at all thofe fooling amufe- 
nients to which others abandon themielves. Some 
other women have done the fame things that ihe 
does i but ihe does them another way. 

All 
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. All people converfe in her houfe with a familia* 
ricy, full of zeal and relped ; the which nevcrthc- 
leis would be to her very incommode, and trouble^' 
fbme, if (he were leis good, or lefs d>lkpng. Though 
ihc be naturally very referved, and loves to be re*^ 
dred, yet moft of all hours of thef day, are pub^ 
lick hours with hen The moft private receflfes of 
her houfe, are as open to thofe that frequent it, ai' 
the moft common ; and therefore it often happens, 
that people come even to her very dofet-door, when 
Ihe leaft expedfcs any. Her Domefticks, who fee 
none come, that are not as much devoted to her as 
thcmfelves, have infenfibly ufed themfelves to let 
all come in, and go out, with this kind of ftanknefe 
and liberty. 

It IS to be fuppofcd ihe wouU have it fo, ^ce* 
they permit it ; for ihe is the life and foul of her 
family ; and her Underflanding, her Civility, and 
her obliging Ways are infiifed into thofe that com*- 
pofe it, proportionably as each one*s capacity is 
fitted to imitate them. There is no Convene where 
they lead a more regular life, than in her womens 
apartment, whither a page dare not approach, upon 
pain of my Lady^s dilpleafure *, which is fomething 
more terrible tlian the rod : and for the men, they 
live together with that peace and union, fo much 
<h& more commendable, as it is moft rare, and id- 
dom to be found in great mens houfes. 

She alone of ail women, can play with her fer^ 
vants, widiout leflening her felf : her pref«Ke. doth 
banifh their prcfumption, without taking away their 
freedom ; and it is not to be comprel^nded, how 
ihe can give them fo much awe, uiing them with fo 
much familiarity ; unleis it be, becaufe ihe has fo 
much grandeur in her carriage, and all her ways,. 
Some wonder ihe ihould delight in fuch f<Mt c£ 
paftimes -, but whoever will take the pains to lode a 
litde nearer, will find, that they arc hot the dc%hr 

of 



M. DE ST. EVREMOND. i/j 

ipf her heart, aixl that thofe fhe ufes, are but fo many 
feva^ ways of difpellkig thofe afflidting thoughts, 
which the prefent ftate of her fortune crouds upon 
her. 

Inhere is no private Gentleman's houfe more or- 
derly, and regular, than hers ; and as her penfion 
£ very inconfiderable to make her fubfift witli that 
honour fhe does, (he mufl: needs be admirably skilled 
jjOi CEconomy i and her a6b of liberaUty, and mag* 
nificence, ihew that her good management proceeds 
from extraordinary fbength of reaibn. She neither 
much admires, nor defpifes any thing. She never 
fhewed the leaft diiguft againil the Country, nor 
any thing that is in it ; fhe loves the recreations, and 
ceremonies that are in ufe, as much as if fhe had 
been bom and bred there. Others would afiifl at 
them^ with marks of complaifance, conffaraint, and 
diftradtion, which would eafily difiinguiih them 
from the reft of the company i but (he comes to 
them with that familiarity, with that preienc^ and 
freedom of mind» fo unconftrained, fo conftant, and 
fo agreeable, that a ftrangier who Ifaould chance to 
ice her there^ without knowing who fhe was, would 
efteem Savoy moft happy in the product of fo 
charming a perfon. 

She avokk fpealdng of her own greatnefs and 
riches, with the &me care and induftry, as others 
feek out occaiions to make people fenfible of theii^s. 
h depends not of her way of living amongfl them, 
but that the people of that country, that fee her, 
may think tbemfelves as great as fhe ; and may 
diiak Chambery as noble and as pleafant to live ia 
^3 Rome or Paris ; and her converfation there, as 
agreeable, as ever fhe enjoyed elfe-where. Never 
did great Lady take lefs care to make her Infcriours 
fee the difference that is betwixt her and them ; and 
if they do not forget it, fhe is the more beholden 
to their difcrqtion, and refpeft : for fhe takes little 
^ paiiis 
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pains to put them in mind of it. One goeth always 
beyond the idea, or opinion, fhe has of her fel^ 
even in the moft ferious applications that are made 
to her ; and flie as often takes juft and due Com* 
mendations, for grols Flatteries, as other women 
take apparent and hypocritical Adulations, for true 
aiid deferved Praifes. 

It is a great fign, that her moderation is finccrfe,- 
tccaufe it is never over-ftraiiied : and being urged, 
will acJcnowkdgc truly whatfoever is good^ or fair 
in hen She is in notning more unjuft, than in not 
allowing what fhe has of admirable and excellent, 
to be more than paflable and ordinary* Though by 
lad experience fhe found, that there is very little 
truth, or Jhonefty, in the world, and that fhe has 
jufl caufe to think ill of alt mankind ^ yet fuch is 
her natural goodnefs, that flie never applies tWs her 
bad opinion to any one in particular ; fhe firft ex- 
cepts from the general rule, all thofe in whom fhe 
perceives any appearance of Virtue ; and is flill 
much furprized when fhe has reafon to believe, they 
did not deferve that exception. 

When fhe is obliged to fay fomething fhe thinks 
may difpleafe, in order to fweeten and take away 
the fharpnefs of the fcnfc, fhe fpeaks it fo, as if fhe 
had let it fall by chance ; but no one will think he 
wrongs her, to believe that fhe fays nothing, but 
what fhe would fay. It is more natural to her to 
be fecret than to other women not to be fa : Ihe is 
equally skill'd both in well fpeaking, and holding 
her tongue ; though it be a great truth, that thoTe 
that know how to fpeak well, know not how to 
hold their tongues ; and thofe that can be filent^ 
can feldom fpeak very welL 

A Gentleman of very good parts and underftand- 
ing, that hath feen her, and known her a great 
while, aflfured me that fhe is very much altered 
from what fhe has been formerly, infomuch that 

you 
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you would hardly know her again ; but it is very 
hard to conceive, that Ihe Ihould be fo changed^ 
without aiJowing that ihe muft always have, had a 
prodigious ftock of the choiceft, richeft, and nioft 
lafting natural Beauty that ever woman had : and if 
Jier misfortunes have contributed any thing to her 
merit, never bad Caufe produced fo good an EfFeft, 
[ am, &c. 
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ELOQUENCE, 

O R 

A FRAGMENT OF 

PETRONIUS. 

SIR, 

iT was no little fatisfaftion to me, t'other day, to 
obferve with what impatience our zealous admirer 
Mr. ***»s fine Difcourfes, heard our friends rally at 
|ne tinfel Eloquence of this age. I cannot tell whether 
"^ Was fenfible, that fome parts of their cenfure 
Pere direftly levelled againft his Hero, (for yoii 
blow, 5ir, there are Heroes of all forts and fixes) 
K I found he was moft of all enraged, when he 
»^ they wou'd not prefer him to Cicero and 
l^HMosTHENES. Whatever thev cou'd fav to un- 
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deceive him, he was not in the humour to b6 
convinced. For my part, I know I am out of his 
favour, and that he*ll never forgive me fo long as 
he lives, for the little complaifahce I Ihew'd him 
upon that occafion. I am already informed, that 
he exclaims againft us wherever he goes, for a parcel 
of morofe fatirical Gentlemen, that are driving on 
a defign, to introduce a fort of an Inquifition into 
polite Learning. You know well enough that our | 
friends lie under no neceflity to ruin the reputation 
of other men, in order to raife their own •, and that 
the reputation of Mr. *** is built upon fuch weak 
foundations, that 'tis reafonable to believe, that the 
unjuft applaufes which have been given him for fome 
years, will not always prepoffefs the world in his , 
favour. But, a God's name, let us leave him to 
enjoy this faVe glory, with which his adorers have 
puffed him up, and content our felves to juftify our 
friends. 'Tis with this intention that I have now fet 
pen to paper ; but as I don't in the leaft pretend to 
coilfine my felf to the narrow bounds of a Letter, 
much lefs to fet up for a judge -, fo I fhall fet down 
all that comes into my head, whether it be of my 
own growth or another's, to fee if I can remove 
thofe wrong impreflions, which fome people wou'd 
give you of our Griticifms. 

I need not inform you, Sir, that this is not the 
firft time that perfons have been found in the world, 
who have taken tlie freedom to complain of the de- 
praved tafte of their Age, and of the degeneracy of 
Eloquence. I believe fuch complaints have been 
made ever (ince the death of Ci c e r o. The Author 
of the Dialogue commonly afcribed to Quint i- 
LiAN, condemns the fame corruption j and to go 
higher, Petronius has compofed an ingenious 
Satire againft the Declaimers of his own time, whom 
he accufes with having debauched the ftile of young 
people. The judgment he paffes of them is very 

jufti 
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juft> and he ridicules the very fame faults againft 
which we now appear ; but ir> a manner ifo pleafant 
and entertaining, that I couM not forbear to fend 
you in oiir Language^ what he has fo agreeably 
written in his own, againft that tumour and afFefta- 
tion oF ftile, which we call Fuftian and Bombaftl 
But to deal plainly with you, I am in my own temper 
naturally fo fond of liberty, that it is not in my 
power ro confine my felf to the rules of a literal 
Tranflation. For this reafon I have made bold to 
fill up Petronius's fenfe, wherever it is unhap- 
pily broken, with fomething of my own. If you 
think this employment unworthy of a Magiftt'ate; 
confider, Sir, I befeech you, that this is the feafon 
wherein Juftice it felf gives us leave to divert our- 
felves. After this, I don't pretend that you have 
toy obligation to me for this performance t only I 
beg of you, that, what I now write for your enter- 
tainment, you will be pleafed to read with your 
Ufual candour and indulgence. 

" I was walking, fays Eumolpus, with young 
AsciLTus, near the publick Schools, when we 
beheld running from all parts a great number of 
*' perfons of all quality, but efpecjally a croud of 
" young Scholars, preiTmg who Ihoulq firft get into 
" the School. Curiofity, which naturally leads 
" men, that have nb bufinefs upon their hands, into 
«« publick places, made me follow the reft : fo I 
" thruft my felf among thdfe that were going in, 
" and enquired of one that ftood next me, what it 
" was that had brought fo much company together. 
" He informed me, that a Declaimer, whofe name 
*' was Agamemnon, was to deliver a Speech. 
« Upon this i enquired what fubjedt he hadchofen ; 
^« and the other anfwer'd me, that he promifed in 
" his bill, a declamation of two hours long, under 
*^ the magnificent title of Cruel Piety ; the bufinefs 
^' of which #as to exhort Kiiig Agamemnon td 
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•* deliver up his Daughter Iphigenia, who, ac- 
•* cording to the Oracle, was to be facrificed to 
•* Diana, in order to facilitate the expedition againft 
" Troy. I was of opinion that it was the vanity of 
** fo pompous a title, or rather an itch to fhow his 
•* refpedtto hisname-fake Agamemnon of Greece, 
" which had engaged our Declaimer to pitch upon 
** this fubje6t •, and I did not queftion but that in his 
** oration he would fhow himfelf worthy of fo pro- 
** miflng a tide. Neither was I miftaken ; for after 
** we had waited near an hour, we faw appear upon 
** a fort of a Theatre fomewhat raisM above the 
*^ auditors, a man pretty well advanced in years^ 
who had taken care to put on his beft looks that day* 
At firft he caft his eyes upon the company, to for- 
** tify himfelf with necelTary affurance ; and after h^ 
** had methodically cough'd, hem'd, and bow*d to 
*• them, he kept himfelf filcnt for fome rime, with a 
** folemn demure countenance; turning his eyes Ibme- 
** times on one fide of him, and fometimes on the 
•^ other ; then all on the fudden, the flood-gates 
openM, and he began his Difcourfe in a Ihrill 
fcreaming Treble. His Exordium was pompous 
•* and full of Antithefes •, his Periods fo long- 
** winded, that his breath would fcarce carry him 
*• to the end of them -, yet among all the rumbling 
•* words, of wWch his Declamation was compofed, 
•* there was not one that was proper to draw the 
** favour and attention of the auditors, or to give 
•* a general idea of his defign* However, it was 
•^obferved, that he had heaped together all that 
** we find in our books relating to the holinefs 
*• and infallibility of Oracles. This was com- 
•• mendable in him, that he cited not fo much 
•* asonefingleverfeoutof Hesiod or Homer. In 
** the remainder of his fpeech, he enlarged plen- 
*• tifuUy upon the duties that bind us to our na- 
IJtive country: he fet forth in its full extent, 
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«* the indifpenfible obligation, which engages Prin- 
*f ces to devote themfelves entirely to the glory 
*« and welfare of their Kingdoms. He made a 
" long defcription of all the conflidls between Na- 
^« ture and Religion in the heart of a Father, 
<« who was obl^ed to deftroy his Daughter. He 
<« brought abundance of reafons to prove that Na- 
*' ture ought to ftoop to Religion ; and that the 
«« reverence we owe to the Commands of Heaven, 
** m^t to flop the ver'j current of our bloody and to 
«« Jupprefs the emotion of paternal bowels. This was 
" one of our Declaimer*s fine expreflions, and in- 
" deed all his difcourfe was filPd with great fwellii^ 
*.« words, which fignified juft nothing, and fecmM ei- 
<< ther made or pick'd on purpofe to fill up his enor- 
f « mous extravagant Periods. His Figures came on 
f * as thick as hail, but particularly thofc that con- 
" lift in the ranging of the words : the order in 
« which he placed them was fo thread-bare and com- 
^' mon, that the youngeft Scholar in the room 
*' knew when each of thefe Figures came to its turn, 
f « and couM call them by their name. I remember 
f* a man ftood near me, whom I cou'd hear ever 
" now and then., pleafed it feems, with fome pafla- 
<f ges of the declamation, which had almoft rocked 
^* m,e afteep, to cry out, O that divine Profopopceial 
^* what fine Antithefes were there! I faffer'd him to 
♦5 adn:iire the other patiently, becaufe he was, it may 
♦* be, hired by him to do what he did, as.it has been 
♦« frequently praftifed. So foon as Agamemnon 
*< had concluded, the company went out of the 
*>« fchool ; and for my part, I was not one of the lafl: 
** to buftle my way out of a place, where I had 
<^ met ^enough to content my curiofity for a long 
f* while. Neverthelefs, I had an itching upoa me to 
*« know what the people faid of his Harangue : fo I 
M drew near to certain perfons who ftopt under a 
*.^PorOco, >yhom. J <;:ould hea^ as I walked along, 
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5' difcourfing about this matter. Every one pafs*d 
*' his judgment upon what he had heard -, by the 
" fame token that the greateft part feem'd to be 
?« very well fatisfied with the performance. Some 
*' were pleafed with the choice of his Subjeft -, others 
*' admired the great variety of the Figures, and the 
*' boldnefs of the Expreffion : nay, there were fcunc 
*« in the conipany, who /above all things extolled 
<* the length of the Diicourfe, wondring how he was 
V able to fpin out his matter, fo as to be able to 
*« talk two hours, upon fo barren a fubjeft. Some 
*' of my acquaintance who happened to be mingled. 
' «« among them, aske^ me my ppinion of the Speech j 
*' and being pleafed to complement me, that I was 
*' a judge of thefe matters, would needs engage me 
*' to tell them what my fentiments were of Aga- 
** MEMNON*sdifcourfe. I thought that my age, and 
** the crowd of perfons that v^ere by to hear me, 
*« obliged me to be fomewhat referved •, for which 
" reafon, inftead of explaining my felf with frec- 
'.« dom, as my manner is, I replied coldly, that it 
*« wou'd very ill become me to cenfure that which alf 

V the world feem'd to approve. Fon my party cries 
** a peit young fellow who was got among us, Fll 

V never dijfemble my thoughts of the matter -, / declare 
" before all this company^ that I never did fucb fe- 
'' nance in my life before. This freedom fomewhat 
** pleafed me, confidering I had refolved to hold my 
^' tongue, and I was glad to find that another had 

V the boldnefs to pafs fentence firft :. however, to. 
" engage this Critick into farther converfation, I de- 
*' fired him to tell us more particularly what it was 
^' that moft difpleafed him in the performance. E- 

very things replied the other, very bluntly : / e- 
qually blame the choice of the fubjeil^ the manage- 
ment of the fpeecb^ and the turn of the exprejffion. 
Befidesj I canH endure that an Orator Jhould rather 
^, indulge his itch of talking at random^ '^an conftder 

'* what 
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<^ what things he ought to treat ofj and what to let 

** alone. And yet the greateft part of our Declaimers 

*< are fuch unthinking Coxcombs^ as to imagine that 

*' ^tis the life and foul of a fine difcourfe to Taji above 

** an hour J and that people are obliged to lijlen to them 

^' all the while^ without being tired. As for me^ con- 

'' dnues the gentleman, / rather admire the patience 

*' of the Auditors upon thefe occaftons^ than the fruit- 

^^ ful indention of the Orator. But pray tell me what 

** necejfitj did our Declaimer lie under to repeat to us a 

^* thoufand frivolous things , with which our ears are 

<« daily deafened in the fchools ? As for the Order of 

'' his difcourfe J the contrivance of it was fo lamentably 

*' ^r^) that if you had put the quejlion to the meanejl 

** boy in his fchool^ he wou*d have immediately told 

<> you how it was to be divided: he would have fplit it 

*' into four common heads ^ the firft of which wou*d 

'* have beeny the San(5lity of Oracles ; the fecond^ 

" the Love of one^s Country > the thirds the Obli- 

'« gation that Princes have to their Subjedls -, and 

** the fourth and lafi^ the Reverence which is owing 

** to the Gods. As for what concerns the DiSlion^ 

'' ^tis fo abominably affe£ledy that his bare hunting af- 

^* ter wordsy I dare engage^ coft him more trouble than 

^^ the whole compofttion ; and after he had racked his 

*' brain to chufe them^ he muji needs make his poor 

*' tongue undergo the perfecution of pronouncing them, 

*' But this is not all ; for the fubjeoi appears more ri" 

'' diculous to mcy than all the reft., Thefirjl defignof 

^^ declamations was to exercife the invention of young 

f « people in fuch matters as might happen to them in 

*•' the common courfe of the worlds and to propofe the:^. 

fome examples which might ferve to inftrucl them in 

thofe tbingSy that they might have occafton fometimei. 

to talk of^ Now I would fain know what concern j, 
** what intereft any of us here can have in an adven- 
** turefo direSly oppoftte to our manners ? What pro-,, 
^f.hability is tbere^ tj^at one ma^ in this company will, 

M 4 '^ have 
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" have any occafton^ fo long as he lives, to tellj for 
•* bow many important reafons Diana ou^t to he 
appeafed, and Iphigzvi a to be facrificed. What 
Signifies it a farthing to us, to be perfuaded that the 

Greeks did very wifely in humouring this revetfgeful 
" Goddefsy who tf fhe had not been brib'd by this fa- 
** crificej wou*d mofi infallibly have ruined all the de- 
^^ figns of their army, and had taken honefi Priam 
** into protection. But fuppofe a man might ferioujly 
^' entertain himfelfwith thefe Fables, wou^d it become 
^* him to ufe thefe bombafl exprejjions, and extrava- 
*' gant figures, contrary to the true diStates of nature, 
** to good fenfe ; infhort, to that fimple and eafy air, 
** in which polite men are ufed to deliver themfehes? 
^* For, let *em fay what they will, every thing which 
^^ is not conformable to Nature, is oppoftte to true Eh- 
** quence. 

" Altho' this cenfurer carried matters too far, be- 
** caufe that in efFeft the four parts which composed 
*' Agamemnon's Ipeech, treated fome points of 

morality, which may daily fall into our conver- 

fation J yet his criticifms in the main did not dif- 
^* pleafe me, and the vehemence he fhew'd upon this 

occafion, fo powerfully excited me to fpeak out 

my thoughts, that in fpight of my late refolution, 
*^ not to talk before fo many people, I cou'd not 
^* forbear to fay as follows : 

'^ I will not, faid I, condemn any one in particu- 
^' lar -, neither will I take upon me to cenfure the 
^* difcourfe of Agamemnon ; but only explain 
" myfelf in general upon the common fubjefts of 
" Declamations. For my part, I fancy I fee a mad- 
'* man rave, when one of thefe Declaimers, as I 
*^ have frequently heard them to my for row, roars 
' ■ out as loud as his lungs will give him leave : ^Tts 
** for you, dear Countrymen, that I have loft my eyes : 
** give me a guide, to lead me hack ; between the arms 
l^ of my children^ whom I abandoned to preferve you 

^ from 
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^^from the furj of'^our enemies. Who will reftore mc 
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to my Jight^ which you enjoy ? Who will reftore my 
blood to mey which I have Jhed in your fervice ? 
Support this bodyy weakened by the fatigues of war : 
' thefe honourable wounds which you beholdy have 
faved your liberty ; they are^ as it wercy fo many 
mouths which demand relief ofyoUy and t^ftify what 
I have deferv^d ofthepublick. However, we might 
** perhaps bear with thefe impertinent harangues, if 
^^ they were of any advantage to arrive at the perfcc- 
" tion of Eloquence : but fo far is our Youth from 
*' deriving the leaft benefit from thefe pompous fub- 
'' jedts and forc'd expreffions, that when they leave 
** the Schools, they feem to come into another world. 
*' They are not fit to come into the converfation of 
" Gentlemen •, and when they have loft the fight of 
*' the Theatre, where they were ufed to deliver thefe 
" glittering trifles, they have not the courage to 
** fpeak in publick. The reafon of it is plain ; be- 
*' caufe thefe places that are defign*d for the inftruc- 
" tioii of Youth, and where they fhould be taught 
" nothing but what is proper for them, only ferve to 
^< amufe them, and wholly take up their time in 
" thefe ridiculous tales. In tffcA, you hear them 
" perpetually making a buftle with Pirates prepa^^ 
" ^ing of chains for thpfe unfortunate perfons^ who are 
" by tempejls driven upon defart coafts. They talk 
*' nothing h\xi prodigies of the cruelty of Ty^^nts^ who 
*' offering violence to Nature itfelf^ command Children 
" to butcher their own Parents ; or, laftly, entertain 
•' their Auditors widi a fpecch about thofe barbarous 
'* Oracles^ which demand a certain number of Virgins 
" to be facrificed 'y in order to ftop fome peftilence^ and 
** appeafe the indignation of the Gods. In the mean 
time, thefe chimerical Figures infenfibly betray 
our young fry into a habit of never faying any 
thing with juft and natural exprefllons ; nay, it 
5* frequently happens that they leave, a fataHnipreffion 

** upon 
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'^ upon the imagination, by blackening it with tei^ 
^ rible ideas, which tin6hire It in fome manner with 
•* Itffons of cruelty. Neither is it only upon eleva- 
••ted fubje6b, that they accuftom themfelves to 
•^ thcfe irregularities 5 for when their Matters change 
^' the matter in theleflbns they give them, and they 
<^ ftoop fomedmes to fpeak of thofe Pafllons, whole 
«* chara6l:er is direftly oppofite to the fwelling Meta- 
•* phors of a h^h ftile, they fall into the contrary 
^ exceis. Nothing then but Diminutives will go 
•* down with them ; every word, forfooth, muft be 
•* Iweet and lufcious, as if it had been fteep'd in 
^' honey, and their thoughts are trifling and puerile 
*• to the laft d^ree. They affed quibbles and little 
•* turns of wit, when they fpeak of their Amours i 
•• and their expreflion is accompany'd with a lan- 
•* guifliing Air ; but inftead of being tender, it is 
•* nauieoufly infipid. In (hort, they ihow themfelves 
** no lefs riciiculous in this fort of Eloquence than in 
•* the former. So that ^ in a manner as impoffible 
^* for a young fellow to have the tafte of 3 gopd ftile, 
'f among thefe wretched examples, as to attain to 
** the noble and eafy Air of the G>urt, among the 
Pedantry of the Schools. 
Not to difpleafe thefe worthy Declaimers, 
•* we may with juftice affirm, that they have had 
*' the honour of being the firft. corrupters of Ela- 
•* quence. They have ruin'd the dignity of this 
*• admirable art, which gave Pericles and De- 
" MOSTHENES fo great an afcendant over their au- 
*' ditors, and have made it a fport and amufement 
for children. They have robb*d it of all the force 
of thoughts, while they wholly bufy themfelves in 
the placing of their words, and in the pompous 
cadence of their periods* For before that thefe 
noble inftru&ors, educated in obfcurity, and who. 
never faw any thing but their Books, had vitiated 
t;be tafte of youpg Gentlemen, by their wicked 

"maxims^. 
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f * maxims, Eloquence care&lly applied itfelf to form 

«* the judgment ; truth, reafon, and perfpicuity, 

f f were its end and rule in all difcourfes : it fupported 

<< itfelf by the greatnefs of things, and not by the 

<« oftentation of words : it never was led out of its 

<* way by vain enthufiafms, which tranfport an Au- 

f * ditor, as it were, by magick, into unknown Coun-? 

f « tries, and don't bring him back again to the iiib- 

*« je<5l, till his patience is quite cxhaufted. PodTy it- 

*< felf, which is allowed to take greater liberties, was 

*< frec^ without being impudent i andadorn'd, with- 

« out being afFefted. She fpoke the language of the 

*« Gods, yet did not talk extravagancies. Sopho- 

" CLES and Euripides fometimes wore bufkins; 

'? but they did not walk upon ftilts, like the fcriblers 

^^ of our age. Homer, who knew how far an hc- 

*« roick Poem ought to go, did not fuffer himfelf to 

«< fell into Fuftian, when he de%n'd to be fublime ; 

♦' for there is a fimplicity of expreflion, which is not 

/ «' in the leaftprejudicial to the grandeur of Thoughts; 

\^ and it does by no means follow, that becaufe a 

«« thing is great, it mull therefore be exprefi'd in big 

'* rumbling words. In truth, this incomparable 

<« Poet fucceeded fp happily in this fort of poetry, 

♦* that Pindar and the nine Lyrick Poets, not <kr 

*< ring to think they could equal him, were obliged 

f ' to try how they could perform in another kind. If 

*< it fhould be objeded that an Orator is not to go- 

«^ vem himfelf by the example of Poets, let us fee 

«' whether Plato, JEschines, or Demosthe- 

*^ NES, would have taken lefibns from thefe people, 

V whom they call Sophifls, ;ami we call Pedants. On 

V the contrary, diey always declared againft them, 
*' as corrupters of Manners and Language. Plato, 
** among the reft, has banilhed them from his Re- 
«« publick i and jfaid of them, as well as of the Poets, 

V Let us give them CrQwns^ only to turn them the 
^* more honourably out of our. dominions. True, and 
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<« if I may fo exprcfi myfelf, chafte Eloquence has 
«« nothing but what is real ; and, if I may be at- 
<« lowed fo to fpeak, ufes no Fucus, or Paint, to 
<« appear more agreeable: it derives none of its 
*« charms from borrowed colours ; all its ornaments 
«< are proper to it, and 'tis by the graces of its natu- 
<« ral beauty that it conquers and affects us. Its ma- 
*< jeftick Air fets the fame difference between it and 
*< falfe EUoquence, as we eafily obfcrvc between a 
« Lady of Virtue and a Coquette. This pettifog- 
<« ging, great talker of mighty Nothings ; in a word, 
<« this monftrous Eloquence of our Declaimers, came 
<« not long ago out of Afia into Greece, where its 
<^ contagious air foon infefted the minds of young 
«' people ; even thofe who feemed to promife mighty 
*< matters, and had preferv'd till then the tafte of 
«« good ftile, and purity of language, were not able 
«' to defend themfclves from the univerfal corruption. 
<< Since this alteration, we have not feen any thing that 
<^ has come up to the perfeftion of Thucydides, 
" orthathasequal*dHYPERiDES. Nay, nothingin 
♦* the poetick way has appeared, that has not been 
*< tainted with this Afiatick difeafe ; and all the com- 
« pofitions of our times, like men that have labour*d 
<< long under an ill habit of body, have been Ihort- 
<« liv'd, and die before they arrive to a good old age. 
*« The generality too of our polite Arts have met with 
" the fame fete ; and we have feen Painting decline. 
" by degrees, ever fince the Egyptians have pre- 
ff tended to teach it by a ihorter and more eafy me- 
f thpd thanZEuxES and Appelles ufed, 

*« While I expreffed myfelf in this manner, and 
'* the heat of my difcourfe carried me farther than 
" I intended at firft, Agamemnon came out of 
*^ his fchool ; after he had received of his auditors 
^S thofe compliments and applaufes which are ufuaHy 
u paid to thofe of his profefli6n, when they .have con-. 
'^. eluded their harangue : and, as *tjis natural fop a 
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'*' man to give the reins to his vanity, when he hears- 
« himfelf commended, I don't queftion but that he 
* came towards us on purpofe to be flatter'd •, but 
*• finding that I fpoke with a great deal of vehe- 
•* mence, and feem'd not to take any notice of him^ 
«* he placed himfelf behind me, to hear what we 
*' were talking about: after he had liften'd a while 
to my difcourfe, the fpirit of impatience feiz'd him. 
I don't certainly know whether he imagined with 
*' himfelf that my cenfure^ which only refpeiled 
•* Eloquence in general, was leveled againft his in 
** particidar ; or whether our Declaimer, lb long 
" accuftomed to harangue others, could not fufFer 
** me to take his own trade out of his hands, and fct 
** up for a judge in his own territories : however it 
** was, he buttled through the croud, and clapping 
me gently upon the fhoulder, he was pleafed to 
interrupt me with a pedantick air ; and fmilingj 
he thus delivered himfelf: Toung man^ fays he, 
*^ fence you maintain a doilrine here^ which is not of 
** the guft of this age^ and havejiill preferv'd a right 
*' judgment of things ; *tisfo rare and uncommon a qua-^ 
*' lityy that I cannot any longer conceal from you the 
myftery of our profeffion. Know therefore^ that I 
make n$ fcruple to accommodate my felf to the rry- 
** ing errors of the times, and that although they have 
*' not totally debauched my judgment, no more than 
yours, I am neverthelefs, conJlrain*d to fuffer my 
felf to he carried with the ftr earn, and rather to foU 
low that which is likely to pleafe the generality of au^ 
*^ ditorSi than a fmall number of true judges. For their 
** approbation is not fujficient to dfiablifh the reputation 
^^ &f an Orator : ^Tis the publick voice which governs 
** the world in all matters, and the greateft numbers j 
** / dare engage ^ will always carry the day. *Tts a 
*' plain cafe theni the profejfors are not to be charged 
** with the abufe of declamations. If they Jhou* d fofar 
^'forget their $wn interefet as not to humour the folly ^ 
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«• of the agtf but Jbould religiaufly apply tbemfehes td, 
** the purity of the ancient Eloquence^ their fcbools would 
•* be foon forfaken\ and the multitude offcbolarsy which 
** makes the glory ^ as well as the fortune of the rnhfter^ 
*« would immediately leave him^ and run after another^ 
** whofe method fuited better with their inclinations. A 
** man that dejigns to talk in publick, ought to have 
^^ glittering thoughts ^ bold e^prejftons^ a great flock of 
^ invention, flame and vigour j and to deliver all this 
** vnth an air of affurance. What ftgnifies it to be fA 
^^fcrupulous about reafon^ order, and good fenfe, fo 
•* long as we can impofe icpon our auditors, and there 
** are only two or three criticks in an ajfembly^ thai 
•^ are able to find out our faults ? In this refpe£l we, 
** may compare Declaimers to Parafttes, who to find 
•* room at a nobleman* s table, never care whether their 
•* tongue and their heart go together. If they Jhou*d 
** not lay thefe fnares for the vanity of your great per- 
** fons, they Wou^d infallibly run the risk of lofing 
*• many a good dinner. Now, pray Sir, tell me, wou^d 
** you advife one of this fraternity, rather to ftarvei 
** than not to fpeak as he thinks, and comply with the 
•* vanity of his Patron ? Wou^d you have a Fijherman 
** cool his heels on the bank of a river, to no purpofe, 
** rather than bait his hooks ? This is the very cafe of 
•* the Declaimers, whom you condemn : whereas, *tis 
•* not they that muft anfwer for this reining fin of the 
•* times, but your fathers and guardians, who won*t let 
** the young Gentleman run through the forms of a fe- 
** vere difcipline, but are impatient to have him ad- 
vanced in his ftudies, and expe£t he Jhould be able 
to make fine fpeeches in the cradle. 
Hence it comes to pafs, that the learning they bring 
** with them from the Schools, likefalads raifed upon a 
•' hot bed, has neither the tafte nor colour of that which 
" comes in its proper feafon. The over-great ambition 
** they have to bring their fons immediately to the Bar; 
i^ or to fame Pofi in the Government, is the reafon thai 
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^' when tbej come tbere^ tbey feem to heme fallen in^ 
** to another worlds and are generally unfit to fuftain : 
** the weight of their dignity. However ^ if parenti 
<« wou^d fuffer their children to pafs leifurely through 
** all the degrees of a regular education ; if the pro^ 
** fejfors were allowed to fuit their lejfons^ to the na^ 
^^ tural talent of their fcholars^ and patiently waited 
** to fee what progrefs they made ; if while they po^ 
** lifited the wit of their Difciples^ they likewife culti^ 
*' vated their manners y and their judgments ; then we 
^^ might hope to fee the Eloquence of I^zmosthils li 
revive in our age : then our young Gentlemen wou*d 
learn at fcbooU things that would he of eternal fer^ 
vice to them in the commerce of the worlds and pafs 
with fuccefs from their fiudies to the cowverfation of 
" the politefi perfons. But, as things are managed at 
** prefenty they only trifle away their timeat fchool^or 
^ laugh at their majiers, and come from thence fb 
*' empty and fhallow, that they make themfelves ridi^ . 
** culous at the Bar. What is the greatejl jeft of ally 
^* your old men cannot he hrought to own that they 
** have been ill educated in their younger days, am 
" therefore will needs have their children hred up 
** after the fame manner. 

^' This difcourfe of Agamemnon a^pear*d fo 
** very rcafonable, andfo (incere, that I had not a 
^* word to fay againft it ; and as I was never fool 
** enough to fet up for a Reformer of the age, I did 
** not fet my felf to oppofe fo fenfible a difcourfe. 
** Thus I abruptly took my leave of Agamemnon 
" and the company,togo and find out Asciltus." 
Is it not certain, my dear friend, that in this paC- 
fage of Petronius we find the turns of a juft and 
delicate Satire, which feem defign'd on purpofc to 
lalh that falfe Eloquence, againft which our fi"iends 
declaimed with fo much juftice, at your houfe ? Had 
not they reafon on their fide, to fay, that it was 
fcarce to be endured in the fchools •, but that it was 
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utterly mfupportable in any other place ? Don't you 
remember, that they juftly blamed it for having no . 
regard to the dignity of him that fpeaks, nor the , 
quality of thofe that hear, neither to the condition 
of the times, nor to the majefty of the place ? That 
they defervedly accufed it pf not obferving any or-: 
der in the delign, any connexion in the difcourfe, 
any regularity in the expreffion, or any bounds in . 
the continuance ? Did it not fenfibly pleafe you to . 
hear one of the company, him I mean, who always. 
gives his advice with more warmth and freedom than, 
the reft, how pleafantly he rail'd upon the. word 
Continuance, and ridicul'd the tedious length of thefe 
long-winded difcourfes, out of which the Hearer at 
laft breaks loofe as from a troublefome dream, and 
carries nothing home with him, but lofs of time 
and the fpleen. This gentleman, you know, "was 
" zealous to have Pompe y's Law, about the mea- 
fure of hour-glaffes, pafs in France ; by which all 
publick Pleadings ftiould be regulated for the fu- 
*^ ture, and no one be exempted from it. But that 
** part of his difcourfe, where I thought he criticised 
moil agreeably, was the lively pifture he gave us 
of thofe dull, tirefome Haranguers, who, in a 
** feign'd and languilhing voice begin their execrable 
** fpeeches with fuch fiufF as follows : 'Tis a common 
** Problem among the antient Philofophers ; or elfe,^ 
•' If the Light of the. Sun is impenetrable to our eyes ; 
•' if the Circumgyration of the Starsy and the Rapi- 
•* dit'^ of the Firmament^ &c. And yet, continued 
•* he, if this i;nagnificent nonfenfe ended with the 
** Exordium, I am Chriftian enough to forgive it ; 
** but the mifchief is, the reft of the piece is made 
of the fame curfed materials, filled with mighty 
reafonings, that fignify nothing to the purpofe, 
** with glittering Pieces purloin'd out of a hundred 
•* authors, and Common-places cited without necef- 
^ fity and difcretion. Thefe gentlemen would think 
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^* diey committed a fin beyond that of facrilege or 
** miiixjer, Ihould they omit one fingle paflage of 
^the celeftial Plato, or the iUiiftrious Trisme- 
^ oj^Tus. In (hort, thefe Architedls biiild the houfe 
^ with the Very fame judgment, that they lhow*cl 
** in building the porch, and their whole compoli^ 
•* tion, frdm beginning to eild, refembles the Ve- 
•* Nus of an ignorant Statuary, who made his God« 
*' defe rich, becaufe he could not make her pretty. 
** However, this Eloquence, fuCh as it is, has found 
^ admirers in the world, who have takeri pains td 
** imitate it It has had its courfc among us, like 
**Ronsard's Verfes* Malherbe was the firft 
** that gave us a true rdifli of good Poetry^ and 
** the Satires of Boileau, will putari erid to the 
** generation of wretched Poets. Wou'd to God, 
** he could do the fame by our wretched Orators ! 
** but the number of them is too great ; this diftem^ 

per has fpread itfelf at the Bar, like that of the 
** Abderites, of whom Lucian makes mention^ in 
*• his ingenious banter upon the Hiftoriaris of his 
** time. Thefe poor people had fo often heard the 

Tragedies of Euripides, that thev were contL 

nually repeating them, as if they had been all pof- 
•* feflea of a delirious feven Ahd thofe Hiitorians» 
'* to whom he compares them, intending to imitate 
•* Herodotus and Thucydides, b^an their 
•' Hiftory of the Wars of the Parthia!»s, with 
** Exordiums, as foreign to the bufinefs in hand^ as 
f* the Exordiums of our Declaimers/' 

Our friend, if you remember, had riot ftopt here, 
but had drawn too near the life, die pi6hires of fome 
perfons he had a mind to cenfure, tf a certain Gen- 
tleman, more modeft than himfelf, had not inter- 
nipted him, and fpoke fome things which appeared 
fo reafonable to you, that even then you delired to 
have them in wntirig. I have endavoured t6 con- 
tent you m this particular^ and you will findy pter- 
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haps, that I have "M^ritten them very near as they 
were fpokjen by him. , i 

" Smce you have mentioned this paflage in Lu- 
** ciAN, give me leave, faid our learned friend, to 
break in upon you for a moment, and to tell 
.you, that this difcourfe of Lucia n, wherein he 
Jays down the way of writing Hiftory, is the ma- 
fter-piece of that perfon, whofe excellent wit 
made him juftly efteen>ed in his own age, and ad- 
** mired in ours. I am perfuaded, that next to 
** Cicero and Quintilian, he's the beft mafter 
of Eloquence ; and that moft of the precepts 
which he gives to hiftorians, may not unfitly be 
*^ recommended to thofe, whofe bufinefs leads them 
" to fpeak in publick. Now to apply to our pre- 
** fent purpofe, what Luci an has faid upon this fub- 
** jeft, . as Kkewifc, what others who excelPd in this 
'* Science, have written of it, both before and after 
*' him, be pleafed to take a Ihort abridgement of 
*fit, as follows. 

** To attain to the pcrfeftion of Eloquence, "^a 
** man oyght to have a fund of good fcnfc and wit,- 
*^ a lively imagination, a faithful memory, a come- 
" ly p-efcnce, an agreeable tone of voice, a corredb 
/^ pronunciation, a noble geflure, a becoming af- 
*' furattce, and a great facility of fpeaking. The 
Vfijur laft qualities may be acquired by the precepts 
** of Art, and long Exercife j the other, are the Gifts 
'^pf Nature, which Art may polifh, but cannot be-' 
** ftow. Thefc talents comprehend abundance of 
^things; yet for all that they don't compleat an 
** Orator ; fludy and a thorough acquaintance with 
•* the world mufl do the reft. Before a man un- 
^^dertakes to ipeak in publick, *tis requifite he 
^ fhould ^tivate his judgment, by reading the moft 
*• celebrated authors, and particularly thofe that 
•* have written befl in all fciences ; 'tis requifite that 
".the conyerfatign of learned men, and the advice 
I ^*of 
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•* of Ibme honeft judicious friend, fhould fit and ac-^ 
** commodate it to the guft of his own age* It h 
*' convenient likewife, that he fhould converfe with 
** wife Courtiers, pay ferious vifits to Ladies of wit! 
*' in ihort, that he fhould read the beft books of 
his own time ; nay, and make fbme fmall at- 
tempts in Poetry it felf, in otder to polifh hift 
*^ Manners and Language* 

" If 'tis true, that a man may be (b happy sis 
** to poflefs thefe advantages, he ought in this man- 
*^ ner to apply the precepts, which Lucian and 
•* others have delivered. When the choice of the 
** fubjeft depends purely upon the Orator, he ought 
** to pitch upon one that is capable of force and 
*^ ornament ; he ought to preferve Order in his De- 
(ign, and Connexion in his Thoughts ; and if 'tis 
poilible, his Difcourfe ihould never laft longer than 
an hour. His Diftion ought to be pure and pro-^ 
«^ per to the fubjeft, rich and adorned without flou-' 
*^ rifhes, ftrong and clofe without drynefs^ fuitable 
** to the perfon that fpeaks, to the place, to tlje 
** time, and to the auditors. He cannot take too 
much care to avoid old antiquated words, as like* 
wife thofe that people ufe to affeft in the company 
** of Ladies, for the fake of their novelty. Let hiin 
** endeavour rather to render himfelf intelligible, 
** than to appear learned ; let hifn fb exprefs His 
** thoughts, that the meaneft capacities may ufi" 
** derftand him^ and the moft knowing admire hup* 
^ However, let him avoid thofe expreffions which 
•* Malherbe calls Plebeian ; as likewife thofe that 
** fmell too rank of affeftation, or are only allowatilc 
*' in the greateft licences of Poetry, Let him ftuoi* 
** oufly ftiun the Afiatick Tunlour, which is im 
** enemy to good fenfe and truth* . Let an Oratpr 
•* remember, that 'tis to Truth alone that he ou^t 
** to facrifice the firft produftiops of the wai'mth of 
* * his wit : let him courageoufl'y difengage himfelf 
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<* from all interefts, that may oblige him to a ier<' 
^' vile flattery : let him put a reftraint upon hk 
'* tMgue, whenever it b^^s to lead hun into fadre 
•* and inve&ive : in^ne, let him furmount diat 
*^ fbolilh Pride which hinders us from following 
•• good Advice, and guard himfclf againft the in- 
** fiilUadons of Self-love, which 'tis natural for us 
<< 10 (hew to our own compofitions. His narration 
<< ought to be ezad, cleaf , and concife ; it oi^hc 
<( to run maiefrically, like a great river, and net 
«< with a rapidity, like a torrent r its elevation ought 
«< to confift in the greatnels of the things he treats 
^ of, and Aot in the words he ufes. He c^ never 
** be too fcrupulous to rejeft whatfoever may fhock 
<< probability. He may now and then allow himfelf 
«* the liberty to digrefs from his fubjedt, provided 
«• he does not lofe it out of his fight, but returns 
** immediately to it with more force and agreeable* 
«« nefs. His O>mparifons ought to be juft and Ihort •, 
*< his Metaphors all of a piece, and natural; his Ci- 
*• tations few and well-chofen, more rarely taken 
^' from a foreign than his natui*al language, unlefs 
** t^ey cannot be tranflated with the fame beauty, 
^ or<irryjnore weight and authority in the tongue 
•^wherein they were firfl written. He ought to 
♦« avoid cold, frivolous obfervations, proverbial or 
*« equivocal expreffions, points and quibbles, as fo 
<« many ill habitudes contracted from a fordid Edu- 
«* cation, and ornaments unworthy of folid manly 
*« Eloquence* We can fcarce forgive them in gen- 
*< tlemeni When they are jefting with one another 
•< in a free converfation. In fhort, *tis requifite that 
*« the Paflions be moved •, but then they are to be 
•* managed With great dJfcretion, and mingled with 
" great variety. The Figures ought to be difpofcd 
«* with fo much nicenefs, and the artifice of thena fo 
«< well difguifed, that the Orator may be never re- 
f< proached for making his difcourfe refemble the 

** receipts 
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•< receipts of thofe Quacks, who have but one re- 
** medy for all forts o^ dif^empers, and who perpe<» 
^< tually ufe the fame drugs, and die fame quantit^f 
•^ of them, in all their compofitions." 

This, my dear friend, unlefs I am miftaken, is 
much the lame with what our judicious friend fakl 
the other day, upon this argument. I flatter my 
felf that I have done you an acceptable fervice in 
lending it you \ at lealt, I can alTtue you, that I 
prc^fed to my felf no other end but this, and to 
defend our opinion againft the admirer of ***. 

After what I have faid toyou about Petronius, 
you will think me a very bold man indeed to pro^* 
€end to tfanflate any remainders of his Satire into 
our language r however, you ought not to be diP 
pleafod with me for endeavouring to give you fomc; 
fatisfadion even in this point. At the fame dme I 
muft beg of you never to let this Eflay go out of 
ypur hands, becaufe 'ds ^difficult matter to imitate 
perfedly the PoUtenefi of this Author. Bejioldthcn, 
with a little variation, in what manner he relates 
the Adventure of the Efhefim Matron^ which you 
hav? exprcfs'd fo great a dcfire tft know, 

THE 

EPHESIAN MATRON. 

AFTER EuMOLPCf hoi fecur'd bis fHendf 
from the danger, to vMcb tbej found tbetn-- 
fehes expfedinhicH^^'i Veffek and by the dexterity 
V bis Mdrefs^ bad appeafed tbofc wbo ej^ufed the 
parrel of one of the two parties j V emitted nothing 
that lay in bi^povftr to make tbem g^ve up their mu^ 
mi refentmentt \ and in order to $erfe£t this recoud^ 
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Uation^ be told them^ that they ought to talk of nothing 
bMt what was diverting. Upon this bint^ the convert 
fation immediately turned upon agreeable matters. At 
jirft it fell upon that fondnefs the generality of women 
Jhow to give ihemfelves up to love^ and upon the de^ ' 
fire they have to be beloved. At lajt 'twas difcourfed 
bow eafily they were brought to engage thernfelves in 
Amours^, and with what alacrity they forget them a- 
gain. EuMOLPus never had any great tendernefsfor 
the Sex : far from that \ be did not manage himfelf 
with that difcretiony which obliges men of good breed-- 
fhgy fometimes to conceal what they thinL But he was 
fnafter of a great deal of wit ; and as the matter af- 
forded fcope enough for a man of pleafantry^ be faid 
a thoufand merry things^ to make it appear^ that 
women are n^er tender y but ■, either out of weaknefs 
er caprice ; that 'tis only interejl or fear that makes 
them faithful ; that all of them are Coquettes in their 
bedrtSy and that their Virtue is n&thing elfe but a 
. dexterity to hide their jilting. As his Manner of Ex^ 
.freffion was fomewhat poeticah be told them that 
the fouls of women were no lefs painted than their 
faces \ and that there was downright artifice in all 
their words y and mofi of their aSlionSy but efpecially 
in iheir tears. He maintained, that their greateft 
Cunntn^ confijied in employing the latter to deceive 
the men y that after what he had feen in the worldy 
be fhould perpetually diftruji thofe women who be^ 
w,ailedthe lofs of their Lovers^ or thd death of 4heir 
Husbands, ' * '^ ■' 

Triphjena and l^r ^ companions beard him dif 
. courfe thus with a great deal of impattencey and 

defigned to interrupt Eumolpus ; but he was in 
< p(>PJJion of the eonverfatton to fay what he plea- 

fed ; and delivered himfelf fo agreeably in bis poe- 
. tick mannery that he had the laughter always on 

his fide. Finding therefore that the company was 

defirous to hear what he bad feen^ and that every 
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vne^ except Triphjkna, had their eyes.faften^d 
upon him to liften to his ftory^ he began after this 
manner. 

There lived a Lady in the City of Ephefus, whoft. 
virtue and beauty were admired by all Greece. 
Heaven had given her a Husband, who was truly 
worthy of her : they loved one another moft ten- 
derly, arid this mutual love rendered diem the hap- 
pieft Pair in the univerfc : but the happihcfs they en- 
joyed was not of long duration ; ior the death of 
the Husband foon ftopt the courfe of that felicity, 
which all the world beheld with envy. 

This Lady feem'd fo fenlible of her lofi, that we 
are not to wonder, if flie fhow'd all the imaginable 
marks of an exceflive grief. Thus fhe was not con- 
tent to aflift, according to the cuftom, at the fune- 
ral rites of her Husband. You might have beheld 
her, all diforderM by forrow as fhe was, pouring 
Boods of tears, tearing her garments and her hair 
'before the people that attended the funeral. She 
ordered the body of her deareft Spoufe, whom Ihc 
was refolv'd to follow, even into his grave, to be 
embalmM with the moft precious fpices j and, as 
if death had hot had power enough to feparate them, 
Ihe ihut up lier felf in this doleful place with him, 
being fully determin'd to weep day and night, and 
to die of famine or grief. 

Her relations and friends were not able to over- 
come fb cruel a refolution i the magiftrates them* 
felves were conftrained to leave her in her tomb, 
finding that neither their advice nor authority cou'd 
make the leaft impreffion upon a mind fo abandoned 
to deftair. And thus our Lady becapie more cele^ 
brated for the excefs of her afflidtron, than fljc had 
formerly been for her virtue or beauty.^ V . ^ 

She had now pafs*d two days without takmg the 
Je^fl; nQurilhmcnt, having no other companjptt but 
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an affeftionate Servant, who mingled her tears md) 
thofe of her M^efs, and took care to renew the 
lamp, which afforded them a li^ht in the obfcurity 
of tms Sepulchre. Nothing but this wa3 talkM of 
in the City of Ephefus, and every one mendooed her 
as an unparallel'd example of love and fidelity;, 

At tlus time it fo happened, that the Grovemor 
of the Province had orderM certain Robbers to be 
faftcn'd on Crofles, near the place where this vir- 
tuous Ladv wailed away her felf in grief. The 
Soldier, wno was appointed to watch thefe Crofles, 
left the bodies of the malefadors fhould be ftolen 
away, perceived a light in the Sepulchre, and &q- 
cied he heard the complaints of a perfon in diftrefs. 
Moved therefore by a curiofity, k> natural to all 
men, he advanced a few ileps that way ; and per- 
ceiving the fame complaints to increafe, he at lafl 
went down into the Sepulchre, to inform himielf of 
the truthf 

At the noife which he made at his coming in, our 
difconfolate Lady, who held her eyes con^n^aIly 
fix'd on the cofiin of her husband, cou*d not forbear 
to ^m them towards this unknown Strangq:. If, 
in fpite of her grief, fhe was furprized at liis vifit, 
the Soldier was no lefs fo^ at fo nioumfiil a fpefta* 
de ; but his greateft dimci^ty was to aflure hinir 
ifelf, whether this was not; ^ illufion, and whether 
this coffin, and thefe women that wa^h'd ;t, we|e 
not fb many phantoms. 

But fo won as he was recovered fi-om his firft 
aflonifhment, he well enough perceived, that thefe 
obje(5ts o^ght rather to infpire him with compaffion, 
than fear. The complaints wh;ch he had heard, 
made him at laft to comprehend the caufe of fb ex* 
traordinary an afflifUon. He likewife obferved Jn 
the o^^untenance of this unfortunate Matron, feyeral 
charths, which grief and abflinence had but little 
d&miaihed *, andas Love eafily infinuat^ itfelf info 
; * ' 2 biff 
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Qor hearts by the way of pity, he lamented and lo^ 
wed this Lady almoft in the fame moment : fo that 
to prcferve the perfon whom he loved, he went to 
fetch fome nourifhment, which he inunediately car- 
ried to the tomb. 

And now he omitted no arguments to diflUade 
her from fo fatal a refolution -, he reprefented to her, 
that all men lay under the fame neceffity of leaving 
this world ; and fince the end of life was inevitable, 
all regrets for the lofs of it were infignificant. In 
Ihort, he made uie of all (hole Reafons, which are 
uiually employed to Iweeten affliftions of this na- 
ture : but oiu- Lady, inftead of liftening to his con- 
solations, redoubled the efforts of her grief, beat- 
ing her bread wit^ more violence thaii before, and 
fsarii^ her hair, which fhe threw upon the cofiin 
of her dear Husband, as new facrifices both of her 
love, and her defpair. 

The Soldier was not difcouragjed from his defigns 
l)y this obftinacy ; but imagining that he might 
more eafily jMevail upon the Miftiefs by fettlng be- 
fc»-e hef die example of her Servant, he endeavou- 
red to bring over the latter to his party. As her 
grief had not taken fuch deep rpot, and Ihe had not 
fully rclblvcd to ftarve herfelf, (he cou'd no longer 
refift the prefling Neceflities of eating -, and at the 
fight of viftuals^ which tempted her more power- 
fully thap all his confolatory Difcourfes, (he lufferM 
herfelf at laft to be overcome;, and furmoiinting 
the ren^ainders of her (hame, for (hewing lefs cou- 
rage than her Miftrefs, (he ftretch'd out her hand 
to receive the relief, which was fo generpuQy of- 
fer*d her. 

No fooner had (he received fome vigout from 
diis little nouri(hment, h\x% (he began to combat the 
grirf of her Miftrefs with all the argunients, d^t 
her fr|end(hip, or her defife to quit fo dolefula 
place, cou'd infpire her with. And what will you 

be 
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be die better, faid ihe, to facrifice a life to deftinjv 
which it does not as yet demand of you ? 

ff^byy Madam, JhoiCd you fondly Jhed 
Tears far the unrelenting dead ? 
And vainly deaf to all relief y 
Court that imperious Tyrant^ Grief? 
Tbefe precious Jlreojns are poured in vain^ 
in?ey cannot raife the dead again. 
No more to grief this tribute give ; 
^e Voice of Nature bids you live* 

If your Husband were in your place, don*t doubt 
but he wou'd be more reafonable than you are. 
Who ever faw a man bury himfclf alive for the lofe 
of his wife ? Take my advice, and free your felf 
from a weaknefs, which the world has but too much 
juftice to reproach our Sex with, and enjoy the ad- 
vantages of life, as long as you are permitted to ufc 
them. This Body, which you water with your 
Tears, is only good to teach you what is the value 
and fhormefs of Life, and after what manner you 
ought to manage it. 

' Hunger, and the natural defire of preferving one's 
felf, are powerful feducers on thefe occafions. Even 
the moft defperate perfons find it difficult, not to 
liften to thofe that advife them to live : we ought 
not therefore to wonder that our Matron, who ap- 
peared refolv'd to die of her grief, fufFer*d herfelf 
to yield to thefe perfuafions, and follow the exam- 
ple of her Servant. 

The officious Soldier, finding that he had gained 
fome ground upon her, which at firft he look'd 
upon to be impoffible, carried his wilhes much far- 
ther i and as Love makes us imagine it eafy to fuc- 
ceed in ail our defires, he flattered himfelr that he 
4Jiould find much left refiftance from the Virtue of 

the 
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the Fair affliftcd, than he had done from her Dc- 
fpair. 

To accomplifli this, he faid the moft touching 
things to her, which the firft flames of a paffion, 
aflifted by promifing hopes, and a favourable op- 
portunity, cou'd fuggeft to hdm. This young Gal* 
lant appeared to our difcreet Matron, neither dila- 
greeable as to his perfon, nor deftitute of wit. She 
b^an to obferve that he did every thing with aa 
admirable grace, and that he was not uncapable of 
perfuading. A fecret fympathy, which for tne moft 

Eart does fooner link hearts together than cfteem, 
ad already fo fuccefsfully prevailed upon our Ma- 
tron, that the advices of her Maid (who was not 
wanting on her fide to recommend her beiiei^i^r) 
foon finilhed the conqueft. 

For, Madam, fays (he to her, can you do lefs 
for the man that has faved your life, than to anfwer 
his Love, fince as Heaven has happily ordered it for 
you, he is able to make you amends for the lofe 
you have fuftained ? Forget, I fay, the remain- 
ders of your grief, in the pleafure that you are bc- 
Joved : 

No longer grieve^ no longer ftghy 
But rife ^ and meet the proffer* d joy : 

Life of it felf is fhl/pnatick and dull ; 

Lovers pleafures ^ly make the BlefftUgfulL 

The Maid fupported this advice with that ccm- 
cem and force, that we may believe flie wou'd have 
put it in execution, had it been her own cafe. The 
Miftrefs was no longer able to hold out ; fo true it 
is, that a Confident once gain'd, is no inconfideraUc 
affiftant to a Lover. Nor is it a wonder that our 
Matron, who was debilitated by a long abftinenoc, 
^nd by the excels of her ibrrow, was no longerablc 




^04 PIECES ATTRIBUTED TO 

to maintain the field againft a bold and paffionate 
Soldier. 

They continued together, not only the &rflt 
night of this furprizing adventure^ but the next 
morning, and the day after that ; the entn^ce to 
the tomb being fo carefully ihut up, that whoever 
had come thither, wou'd have unqueftionably con- 
cluded, that our Matron had e2q>irecl with gnef, 
over the l^y of her dead Husband* 

The Soldier, cbarm'd with the beauty of his 
Miiireis, and i^e fecret of his good fortune, in the 
day time bought providons to make good cheer 
with, and carried them to the Monument, fo foon 
as the night approached. In the mean time the Re- 
lations of one of the Thieves that were hanged, perr 
ceiving that no one now watched the bodies, carr- 
ried it off, and paid the laft offices to it : but our 
Soldier finding next morning, that one of the bo- 
dies was ftolen from the gibbet, came back to h^ 
Miftrels, ftrangely. diforder'd with the apprehen- 
lions of the punimment he had deferved, and re- 
lated to her the misfortune that had happened to 
him, 

Nothing lefs than his Life cou'd expiate for this 
negligence : the Governor of the Province was le-e 
vere, the Soldier defpair'd of his pardon, and was 
refolved not to ftay till his condemnation. Wit|i 
theie intentions he defign'd to kill himfelf, to efbape 
an in&mous death, and nothing cou'd difliiade hun 
from executing this cruel purpofe •, fo that in all 
probability) our beatittful Matron was going to 
lofe the fecond Objeft of her I^ve, l>y a violent fate* 
The unfortunate Soldier had already intreated her 
to take care of his burial, and to put him in the 
fame fepulchre with her husband. And now he wa$ 
upon the point of putting fo tragical a defign iq 
execution •, when our MatrcMi, who during his diA 
cQurfe) had wholly employ'd her thoughts how to 

l^revcnt 
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t)revent his dyii^, hindered the fad tfolution of his 
deipair* ' 

Heav^ forbid, flic cry'd out, pat I fliould be 
forced to lament at the fame time, );he lofi of two 
i)erfons fo dearly beloved by me^ -while there are 
any expedients Idft to hinder it 'lis but juft that 
what remains of my Husband fliou'dbe employed to 
preferve my Lover ; I will rather Jhufe to 1^ the 
deceafed hang, than to fee the livirt perifli. 

At thefe words, the Soldier, whUy tranfported 
with joy, flung himfelf at his Mii«fa*s feeti and 
furprizM at fo ingenious a device, f confefi'd diat 
his Love and his Services were too liltally rewarded. 
After this, all three lent their hafls to take the 
body out of the coffin. The Soldierltfew him upon 
his flioulders ; and by the affiflaifc of the other 
two, managed the matter {o well, hat he faftenM 
him to the gibbet, from whence |e other body 
had been ftolen. [ 

The next morning, two friends | the deceafed, 
being curious to know what was bedne of our vir- 
tuous Matron, took a walk very dv towards the 
Tomb. All the way, they entertaia one another 
in commending fo extraordinaiy a fiqity , and when 
they came near the Croffes, they catheir eyes by 
accident upon that which was next thi, where they 
fooij difcover'd and knew the counjiance of their 
friend. He had been fo well embh'd, it feems, 
that his features were eafy enough fl to be known. 
A fudden conftemation feizM thefe ^ men to fuch 



Sepulchre to 
affrighted to 



a d^ree, that inftead of going to t 
inform themfelves better, they ran ^ 
the City of Ephefus, where, in fom^order, they 
acquainted the people widi what thdhad fo lately 
fcen. This news fpread all over the Vwn in a mo- 
ment, and multitudes of all ages raW to lee fb 
uncommon a fpeftacle, every one ^g out with 

afto- 



7f06 PIECES ATTRIBUTED TO 

aftonjflunent, Howis U pJJihUthcUadeadmanJh^uli 
ie able to find ou( bis way from the grave to thegallowt ! 

At this plaie zvas Eumolpus conjirain'd to con- 
cittde bisjiory ■ becau/e the whole company fell intofo 
violent a fit of Uu^hterj that tbey ceu'd no longer Hften 
ti him. The isamen, who had throned clofe together 
io.bear binty rlurned to their feveralfiations, clappim 
their hands atfo pleafant an adventure : even Tri- 
PHmvA her J^, whot during the recital o/"Eumol- 
pus, bad bliAed for vexation more than once, ceu'd 
net forbear laubing. Only Lichas, who was at the 
hottom of an i humour, capable of fpoiUng the mofi 
a^eeabte miA in the world, fhaking and tojjing bis 
bead with afcornful air. Had /, lays he, been in 
tbe Governorif the Province's place^ I wou'd have 
taken down tr dead body from the gibbet, andfent it 
hack to theimument with the fame honours and fo- 
lemnily as beye: after this, I wou^d have hang' din 
bis place, tb\ wicked abominable woman, with all tbe 
marks of infmy. This Judgment came info unfeafon- 
ably, and wifo HI relifhed by tbe Company, that they 
iwt only feerrd as if they did not mind him, hut every 
one fell a laubing, more vehemently than before. , 
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TRUE lis E 
O F L I PE'. 

IT 
_ ^ , 

CHAP. L j 

T/jat a man aught diligently to^ly himfelf 
to the Search of HappinefSy ice it is in 
his power to augment his T^fureSy and 
lejfen his Miferies. i 



AFTER having long reflefteci the condi- 
tion of men, I found there ardt two things 
that can reafonably deferve the care 'a wife man : 
the firft is. The Study of Virtue^ whiqiakes a man 
honeft ; and the fecond. The life \Lifey which 
makes him content, if 'tis poflibie fo^m to be fo ; 
or at leaft, lefs unhappy, if he cannotlxoUy deliver 
himfeif from his troubles, i 

•I confefs that 'tis but folly to thinW a fovereign 
Good here below. All the idea's tH the ancient 
Philofophers have given us of it, wehothing but 
conflifcd imagte of what may fill thrift capacity 
of our defines j and the uncertainty of >ir opinions, 
that varied fo often on this matter, n^ us eafily 

! fee 
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fee how douliul this Happinefs was, which they 
hoiw^vcr proir'd with ib much pride and oftenta^ 
tiDiit 

In eSt&y tlperpetual Viciffitude of the things of 
this worid, til continual Revolutions of our minds^ 
and the Incomncy of our paffions, will not permit 
us to eftablifli fixt Repofe, and tranquillity of lifbi 
And when I iifider the inability of Objects to fa- 
tisfy us, and « weaknefs of our Senfe^ to receive 
their impreffiis, then I renounce all vain purfuits 
of this falfe (ppinefs -, and am almoft inc^d to 
take a generandifference for every thing. For what 
pleafures are lere in the world, Which are not mixt 
with inouietUG i Are not our Senfcs often inter- 
rupted m the fun6UonSf by the diforder of our Or- 
gans ? And ocs hot our Mind derive its imfteadi- 
nefs from ^leaiiie Caufe ^ A Fit of Sicknels, a Cold 
Seafon, a ba D^y, and fomething leis than any of 
thefe, chan^ us, and every thing about us : and 
tho* there we no alteration in us, or any thing re- 
lating to us ; ho* our Souls and Bodies were in the 
happieft circuftances we can imagine them to be,^ 
yet 'tis certsn, diat we are incapable of ia&mg a 
pure and foli Content, 

Neither th Gonverfation of polite men, which af- 
fords me the moft agreeable fatisfadtion ^ nor the 
Delicacies ol Entertainments •, nor the Charms of 
Muficky whih create in me the mcrft fenfible plea- 
lures ; were ver able to give me as great a relifh of 
delight, as ry Imagination promisM me: and I 
may truly Gitf that amongft thegreateft liberties of 
my Senies, ( have enjoyed the pleafures they gave' 
me with fo Ittte concern, that at the lame time I 
have meditabd upon my moft ferious aSairs. 

The divefcifenrient or the Theatre, whidier wd 
fee fuch crords of people daily refort, does it give^ 
hsmoft prcfeft Adndirers any fuch delight ? For my 
part, I coitd never iee the greateft part cithern 

withcJut 
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Ivirhout being tired ; and the beft lays which 
fcem'd to ravifli the reft of the Audience have ha<i 
no other eSe6t upon me, than to mak^me grieve 
for the misfortunes of a Heroine, who ktw nothing 
of the pains I fuffered for her fake ; or k thofe of 
fome ims^inary HerOj whofe falfc grielput me td 
the expence of true tears, and made te heartily 
angry at my own weaknefs. j 

Neither the beauty of the Tuillerid*, which 
enchant all eyes ; nor the magnificefce of the 
Cours % adom*4 with the glorious confiton of the 
richeffi . Equipages ; nor the nioft fhinin^fiemblies 
of the feireft Ladies ; nor fhews, nor ba|, nor art, 
nqr luacury, nor riches, can. give full fat^dion to 

. any man in this world. . ^ ; 

Thofe that appear but feldom at piibfflc Repre-^ 
fentations, and DiVerfions, are frighted flm them, 
mi cannot bear the great hurry and tumf that at- 
tends them. Thofe that vifit 'em often, ^re infen- 
fible of /em; and. both together,, eithd tjirough 
extafy or .ftupidity^ have no true relifhif them. 
Thofe wiiQ have wealth enough at comnud to re- 
gale their Senfes. with. all thatis.exquifite, 4i*t thev 
give us fuffiicient ligns of their uneafiriefsinhc tindft 
of their pleafures, lince they complain thj«l|ie mul- 
titude of theni renders t^hem ungrateful? 

If ever any man deferved to Jbe happj it was 
that celebrated Monarch who had wifdom litowed 
upon him from above ^ Without ftraylg after 
fantaftical Chimaera's, he carried himfelf difely to 
the fearch of folid Good. His power gajd him 
immediate pofleffion. Every thing fucceededlccord- 
ing to his wilhes ; and enjoyment always fllowed 

■ his deiires. Notwithftanding all this, he d|rlared, 

" * -4 r<yal garden at Paris. 

» A fubtick flace, vhm feo^U cf^ali^ fake the aj^nthlf 
e9aches. 
♦ Sowmon4 

Vot.m.. O IThat 
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That he found fo much vanity in Pleafures, liiat he 
could ftarce forbear to hate Life, and ablK>r its con- 
tinuance. Therefore we muft conclude, there is no 
J?erfeft Happinefs for a man here below *, and ihould 
rather think how to defend our felves againft thofc 
Ills that opprefs us, than ta figh aftei- a Happinefs 
that is out of our reach. 

But although it be true, that we cannot find in 
this Life tke imaginary Happinefs we look after, yet 
we ought not to wilh for death, nor like petfons iif 
defpair, abandon our felves to our miferics ; for 
herein confifts our folly for the moft part, that we 
feek after a Happinefs which we can never attain^ 
and in the mean time, neglefit that which we Jmve 
in our power. *Tis true, our Pleafures are ihorc„ 
and are thid:ured with gall ; but as they arc Plea- 
fures, they flill over-weigh our Sorrows ; and *tis 
lane of tie greateft ufes of Life, to manage *em with 
addrefs. 

As wc ought to have conftancy enough to foppoat 
the 111, fo we ought likewife to know how ta ei^oj 
the Good ; we ought to have it as much in our 
power to lull afleep our Senfes for grief, as to awaken 
*em for. pleafure ; for Temperance is equally a 
flranger to all Excefs : fhe is no lefs an enemy ci 
cxcefliv^ Fafting, than of exceifive Debauchery ; and I 
he that! ftiould fuflfer himfeif to die with hunger^ 
would ks much violate her Laws, as the man xhst I 
fhould deftroy himfeif with too much eating. I 

Mad-men that we are ! always to complain of the 
Hardfhips of our Birth, the Inquietudes of CMir Life, ' 
and the Pains of our Death : in the mean time we 
daily add a new weight to thefe miferies ; and lecm 
chiefly to exercife our ingenuity, in contriving u> 
make our felves more unhappy. ! 

This fort of cx)nduft is very different from that oT 
the wife man we mentioned jufl before. He made 
tryal of all things in this world, for which we kavc 

xhd, 
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tbe moft ardent defires, and foon djvered tl:d 
vanity of them : however, he did n^tertain a 
general difguft for every thing he hformerly 
courted ; but remaining always In the ie ftation, 
enjoyed his Pleafures pe^eably. j 

But let us return to our fubjeft, and how we 
ought to manage Good and Evil, for tjtrue Ufe 
of Life. ! 




CHAP. IL J 

Of the Exifience of God\ 

I 

WH E N I make an exaft reflefti^pon my 
whole Life, I acknowledge I h*ad Sor- 
i-ows and Satisfadions according to t different 
Opinions, I was minded to affume. M 'houghts 
have as well created my grief as joy •, d I have 
always fouqd within my felf the fourcc my Mi- 
feries or Happinefs. 

Not to diffemble my Thoughts, the ptafion of 
a Deity, and the uncertainty of our conjon after 
death, have often difturbed my repoi and in 
thefe uneafy wavering moments, I conlted that 
all our Watchings, our Knowledge, . outmploy- 
ments, our Riches, and our Honours, m end in 
death ; and fince none of thefe things jend to 
be eternal, we ought to feek a fandiiary iewhere 
elle. But I often fufFerM my Soul to tfc licen- 
tioufly of thefe things ; and not relpedlinfcnough 
the firft truth, I met with nothing but dies and 
difficulties^ about the Immortality of the a]. 

As I always relied in this allair, upon thteafons 
of othet men, I could never have any ciin no- 
tions of them J and the different opinioxlpf out 
Authors gave me an uneaimefs, which caiiardly 
be defcriW^ Never were my Mind and Ctbience 

O 2 1 of* 
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of one opnion. I was conftrain'd to bear the con*- 
flift of thrfe two parties which combated inceffandy 
within me ;• and nothing equalPd my difquiet (o 
rtiuch, as tte difficulty to refolve the queftion, which 
was the occafion of it. 

At length finding my felf foiled with all my fo- 
reign helps, I was refolv'd to retire within my felf, 
and coafult my own Thoughts ; as thofe fick men 
do, who finding themfelves abused by the ignorance 
of their Piyficians, attempt to cure themfelves. Here 
then I cut off all commerce with Books, wherein I 
never found any thing but difficulties and uncer- 
tainties. *Twas here I refolved to confider with my 
felf, and confult my owil Thoughts, i^on the ftruc- 
ture of tht Univerfe, and that admirable Order and 
Symmetry which reigns in every part of it.. 

When 1 looked up to Heaven, the greatnefs of 
this prodigious Arch filled me with aftonilhment, and 
with I know not how awful a relpedt ! The beauty 
of the Stars, the filence and folitude of the Night, 
poflefled me with fuch a fecret horror, as difpos'd 
me infenlibly to Religion. , 

Is it poffible, /aid I to my felf^ that the motions 
of the Spheres, fo juft and regular, fhould not have 
an intel%ent Being for their Author ? If thefe wonr 
derful Globes know and govern themfelves, arc 
not they the Gods who command the world as they 
pleafe ? And if they are controul'd by fome fupe- 
riour Power, who is it that can fway thefe prodigious 
Machines, but an Almighty Hand ? Whocanmov^. 
thefe hi^e Bodies, but an invincible Strength ? Who 
can reconcile their various Motions, but an infinite 
Wifdom ? This glorious Sun, continued /, which 
fhines equally upon all men, could it ever give us 
its light by chance ? And that Regularity we obr 
ferve in it, could it proceed from any thing elfe but 
an eternal Intelligence ? 

After thefe Meditations, I confider*d the perpetual 
difagrecment of the Elements^ and could never enough 

admire. 
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admire that happy War which entcrtaiue world 
by fo many wonderful motions. But ire all, I 
made my Reafon give place, and all nf'aculties 
ftoop to that prodigy of the flux and r< of the 
Sea. The yaft extent of Waters amaz V. But 
when I came to confider, that the moftfous Bil- 
lows broke againft the fmalleft Rocks, a^at they 
no fooner met ^em, but in fpight of all lir impe- 
tuofity, were oblig'd to return with vnce into 
themlelves ; *twas here that I ciy'd out, imported 
with wonder, and feiz*d with aftomfhmq 

The Sea eternally does roar ; 
Its angry Billows beat the paflive Shoar. 
But Mounds of fand their might reftrain,r 
And force them to their watry realms a^ 
Neptune with indignation fees 
His Waves inglorioufly retreat : ; 

Then from the conquering Cliffs he flies. 
And murmurs at his fhame, and fighs at hJfeat, 

1 

At laft:, when I had fufficiently conjr'd on 
thefe Objefts, I took great pleafure to diid into 
my felf, and there to obferve the flruftiof hu- 
man Body, and to contemplate the Spts that 
move this admirable Machine. I refleftedbn tht 
difpofition of fo many different Parts, yell necef- 
fary to the compofition and confervation <kir Bo- 
dies ; as Bones, Nei-ves, Mufcles, Blood ki Spi- 
rits. I confider'd the mq,rvellous CEcononiof all 
thefe Parts, and cry'd out with admiratid Poor 
man ! who only knoweft thefe things, iWeans 
ef thy Senfes ; canft thou boafl: thy felf be the 
Author of fo excellent a Work ? Thou whknder- 
fl:ood*fl: it not, till after it was made, and ^ now 
muft fee all thefe parts exposed to thy eyes, i give 
thee the leaft infight into them •, thou wan^ the 

3 !expe< 
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experiej of many Ages to mafce thee comprehend 
how th#perations of Life, Digeftion, and Motion 
are perm'd j yet in fpite of thy moft exaft Ob- 
iervati(; thou Knoweft them but after a very im- 
perfe&anner. 

On 1 oth r fide, cafting my eyes on the reft of 
the Cr<ion, I examin*d with admiration, the dif- 
ferent ures of Animals, the fcales of Fifli, the 
feathenf Birds, the furrs of Beafts ; and all thofe 
things/hich when looked upon without attention, 
reprefe nothing diftinftly to the mind, but did 
fenfibllifcover to me the greateft wonders of Na- 
ture : r, call that, Naturcy Fate^ Intelligence^ or 
Dcf/y, hich creates and governs all below, yet is 
it not :1 a fovereign Power ? Is it not ftill an infi- 
nite Viom ? 

Thd remain'd confounded, to think how igno- 
rant lid been ; and I could never enough wonder 
at: ih r j,ulc of the Libertines, or the blindnels of 
the Relieving : for, a man muft altogether forget 
himfeland lofe the knowledge of all things, before 
he carofe that of his Creator. 

On vhatever fide of the Creation we caft our 
f y^s, - prefently perceive the charafter of the De^ty 
impre-d upon it ; and he that ftudies Nature 
thoroilily, wjU find fenfible proofs of the Power, 
on wHh fhe depends. 

Buttfve have feme lazy fecond-hand Thinkers in 
tlie w<ld, fervile Imitators of others, who without 
examiing themfelves, or confidering the matter as 
they Qght, efpoufe the caufe of Impiety, only to 
be talen for favourers of fome famous Libertine, 
Thenare otiiers, who in an extravagant prefumpticMi 
of thir own abilities, fcorn to depend on their 
Mak«- ; vainly imagining, that the obedience that 
i*^ p-iil to this infinite Majefty, takes away the firee- 
tiprn of their opinion^. 

t^ot 
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Not but that we fee fometimes the b^ moft 
knowing men in the imiverfe, fall undbnie fort 
of Incredulky ;or Doubt. Thofe of tClafi am 
not content to difcover an etemial Intelhce frora 
the Order of the TJniverfe. Their ciity leads 
them to confider what this Being is ; arifter they 
have confounded their Underftanding wttiofe in- 
finite qualities which the Soul of man ftot com- 
prehend, they oftentimes become incredus againft 
their own will, and cannot reconcile t Reafon 
to their Confcience. Now as we oughtlaugh at 
fools, and abhor the wicked, I think tha^e ought 
to pity the latter, if it were only on fcore of 
their being miferable. 

Some people are upon the rack to perie them- 
felves to believe that, which they cannot <preheni 
Others attack Heaven it felf, by a hoi malice, 
tod blallpheme a God, whofe power is mnknowa 
to them. Thus they are alwj^ys in tble and 
defpair ; and after they have been hud by the 
fury of their Impiety, they find themfel torn by 
the remorfe of their own Confcience fpecially 
when the light forfakes'^em, and the conUy which 
kept them in heart, leaves them to tmfelves. 
There is no paflion fo tormenting, buien they 
feel the perfecution of it. Fear, TroubVexation 
and Madnefs torture 'em by turns. Itou'd be 
better for their quiet, that they cou'd ttr think, 
than to have the leaft commerce witheir con- 
fcience -, for nothing certainly can equthe tor- 
ments of the Libertine. 

Tho* daring Blalphemies he pours. 
In reftlcfs pains he Ipends the confciotiours. 
Hagg*d by the ghaftly Image of his Si 
No Ikfe retreat without, no peace withi 

P 4 I»Ic 
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He flies the day, he fears the night, 

He rumilrom Truth's all-fearching L^ht ; 

His Q)nfcience too would leave behind. 

But in himfelf both Judge and Torturer does find. 

The Unbfelieving, tho' they are not altc^ether fb 
criminal, ace not lefs miferable. They take a worlcj 
of pains to chace a thing they can never find, and 
perpetual^ accule Nature for being more cruel to 
man, than any other creature. Thence proceeded" 
the complaints of t]\.it great man, who envy'd the 
beafts their advantage of living in a delightful and 
uniform ghorance, without difquieting themfelves 
with the fearch after Truth. To this likewife is ow- 
ing the UBeafinefs of thofe perfons, who are always 
envying Aofe of other nations, and who cannot be- 
hold the vileft brutes enjoying themfelves at eale, 
without legretting the tranquillity that Nature has 
beftoweduppn them. 

It is tlien certain, that the Belief of a God is the 
bell founlation of all pleafurcs ; and that an intire 
dependaifce' upon him, never fufFers a man to be 
without Eitisfaftion in profperity, nor comfort in 
adverfity A well-regulated Mind does not only 
tafte del^hts in the enjoyment of any good it re- 
ceives, Int it alfo difcovers dainties in it to thank its 
benefaftir for j and every reflexion it makes upoa 
*em, affirds new matter for fatisfaftion. *Tis to 
God v/emuft have recourfe in afflidjons i no an- 
guifh' bang fo great, but what may be fweeten^d 
by a totil refignation to his Providence. 

Then let every man judge the great importance 
of Religon, and how much it concerns us to ac- 
knowle^e a God, and fubmit our felves to his 
will, not only in confideration of our duty, but 
likewife for the intereft of our reppfe, 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. III. ' 

That we ought to reftrain the 'filence of 
our Appetites J by confiderhthe true 
worth of thofe things we dejl 



N 



V 

Othing can be of greater imp<hce to any 
one that has a mind to tafte trContent in 
this Life, than to oppofe his moft vftt Defires, 
and reduce them to thofe fimple moti^ which wc 
call Wifties. 

Neverthelels, as there is no man ' has fome 
particular inclination and favourite Pan, fo it is 
not an eafy thing to arrive at an indifRce. How- 
ever, *tis in our power to make our ^ lefs un- 
cafy to us : for there are no bonds fo Ing, which 
rcafon and experience xannot break in Ic. 

In effedt, as the moft pleafing obte are not 
without their difagrecments and painsb 'tis cer- 
tain that the violence of our defires y much a- 
bates, when once we come to be difgufl. When 
this happens, a man raifes himfelf mlebly above 
the world *, and the pleafures he was w4 to purfuc 
with fo much eagemefs, leem infipid dim. He 
then fees how much it imports him t^derftand 
the true worth of Glory : what pain, (What fatif- 
fa(Slion is to be found in knowledge : d this ef- 
fe6hially fecures him from labouring aftlany thing 
he may afterwards repent of j or expeftifl any thing 
he cannot hope to enjoy. 

This confidered, is there any Chanl that we 
may not expeft ? Won't he, that nevdknew any 
thing but fubmiflion and obedience, blmbitious 
of command ? Won't the needy thin(Riches a 

bleflirtg* 
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bkifii^) under the preflure of all their wants? 
Won't the icandalous wretch that lies under the 
lafli of Confdence, for a loofc profligate Life, think 
him happy who has the efteem of all honeft men? 
Thofe that are always in a hurry of bulinels, will 
they not wifli to enjoy the quiet of die Retired ? 

The Court and its Pomp tires us ; the Woods and 
the Fields become uneafy to us v but a man that has 
not had a iill tafte of yexatkxi, cannot eafily ima- 
gine what trange efft&$ it produces. 

In fhort we may be djlgufted with our own 
condition -, but we cannot be fo with what we ne- 
ver experimc'd However, a little Addrefs will 
fuffice to few the vanity of every thing. 

Although a man has not all the wealth, the m e- 
rit, and fhittng qualities which others pc^eis ; yet 
he may cafl his eyes on thofe that owe them either 
to Fortune or Virtue, and fee the anxieties they la- 
bour under Upon a nearer view he wDl find them 
oppreft with the fame maladies, and fubje6t to the 
fame misfatunes, with wlucb Nature afflids the reft 
of mankind He will fee learned men not able to 
defend thenfelves from capricioufnefs and folly: 
Heroes feAle, full of defeds ; and as much men, 
as thcrfe that are below them : and the greajteft Ori- 
ginals of Europe, as fubjefl: to private weaknefle$ 
as the infeibr Copies. 

Thus at long-run we fhall be convinced, that 'ti? 
impoffible to renounce Nature, and to raife our 
felves abare that condition, wherein God has pla- 
ced us. For in truth, there are no Great Men, if 
we compare 'em one with another, but the fame 
are in thomfelves weak, unequal, and deficient in 
fome part or other. 

Pomp and Splendour don't fatirfy all thofe whom 

they furround. The excefs of Delights palls our 

Appetites oftner than it pleafes tiheni 5 and all the 

^ advan^ 
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advantages of Nature and Fottune^ id together^ 
are not able to create a full and ent^ppinefs. 

This Coo&leration may ferve tqxierate the 
violence of our Defires, asnd perha^ deltroy 
thofe Inclinations we have to the mtenfible and 
pleafing Obgefts. We Ihall then fa a-fcer Con- 
tent without difquiet, enjoy it witl eagernefs, 
and lofe it without regret. 



CHAP. IV. 
Of Reputation. 

N" O fingle Paflion perhaps has jde fb many 
unhappy perfons, as that wh^he genera- 
lity of mahkind entertain for an unifal Efteem. 
For if we except fome few perfons ruly heroi- 
cal minds, who aft only for die fatisf on of their 
confcience, and perhaps too for the \ robation of 
good men •, all the reft do that fabife, which 
ought to be done for the fake of vir 
themfelves to be mchanted with the 
pearance of a thing, whofe real fub 
at all afFeft them. 

They are defirous to have all their -AjDns efteem- 
ed virtuous, but not to be really fo ; W wifli no- 
thing more than the applaufe of the jfcle, tho' in 
the midft of fuch a crowd and hurn 'tis almoft 
impoffible to difcem the truth : and wlout feeking 
the approbation of the wife, they flat! themfelves 
that every thing is to be decided by nhbers •, and 
that the opinion of learned men, wan they are 
pleafed to call fantaftical perfons, ca|ot obfcure 
their reputation. 

The crafty ones fhew on this occakn a gre^^ 
deal pf artifice in their cqnduft : for, one fe^ 
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bkfling, under the preffure of all their wanted 
Won't the fcandalous wretch that lies xmder the 
lafli of Confcicnce, for a loofe profligate Life, think 
him happy who has the eftecm of all honeft men ? 
Thofe that are always in a hurry of bulinefs, will 
they not wifli to enjoy the quiet of die Retired ? 

The Court and its Pomp tires us ; the Woods and 
the Fields become uneafy to us v but a man that has 
not had a iill taftc ef yexati<m, cannot eafil y ima- 
gine what fcunge effedfe it produces. 

In fhort, we may be dilgufted with our own 
condition -, but we cannot be fo with what we ne- 
ver experiflic'd However, a little Addrefs will 
fuffice to (few the vanity of every thing. 

Althougk a man has not all tne wealth, the m e- 
rit, and fhidng qualities which pthers poflels ; yet 
he may cafl his eyes on thofe that owe them either 
£0 Fortune or Virtue, and fee the anxieties they la- 
bour under Upon a nearer view he will find them 
oppreft with the fame maladies, and fubje6t to the 
fame misfortunes, with which Nature afflids the reft 
of mankini He will fee learned men not able to 
defend thenfelves from capricioufnefs and ifolly: 
Heroes feeble, full of defeds j and as much men, 
as thcrfe that are below them : and the greajtcft Ori- 
ginals of Europe, as fubjed to private weaknefle$ 
as the inferior Copies. 

Thus at long-run we fhall be convinced, that 'ti? 
impoffible to renounce Nature, and to raife our 
felves abore that condition, wherein God has pla- 
ced us. For in truth, there are no Great Men, if 
we compare *em one with another, but the fame 
are in themfelves weak, unequal, and deficient in 
fome part or other. 

Pomp and Splendour don't fatfefy all thofe whom 

they furround. The excefs of Delights palls our 

Appetites ofcner than it pleafes tihem 5 ajid all the 

J advan^ 
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advantages of Nature and Fortune^ d together^ 
are not able to create a full and entUppinefs. 

This Coo&kration may ferve toderate the 
violence of our Defires^ asnd perha»(dU deltroy 
thoie Inclinations we have to the mTeniible and 
pleafing Obgefts. We Ihall then fk after Con- 
tent without djfquiet, enjoy it witi ^agemefs, 
and lofe it without regret. 

CHAP. IV. ' 
Of Reputation. 

N' O fingle Paflion perhaps has jde fb many 
unhappy perfons, as that whihe genera- 
lity of mahkind entertain for an unfral Efteem- 
For if we except fome few perfons truly heroi- 
cal minds, who aft only for the fatisflon of their 
confcience, and perhaps too for the 
good men i all the reft do that fc 
ought to be done for the fake of virl 
themfelves to be inchanted with the 
pearance of a thing, whofe real fubi 
at all afFeft them. 

They are defirous to have all their, 
ed virtuous, but not to be really fo -, 
thing more than the applaufe of the 
the midft of fuch a crowd and huri 
impoflible to difcem the truth : and wlout feeking 
the approbation of the wife, they flati themfelves 
that every thing is to be decided by nfibers •, and 
that the opinion of learned men, w«n they are 
pleafed to call fantaftical perfons, ca^ot obfcure 
their reputation, i 

The crafty ones fhew on this occakn a great 
deal pf artifice in their cpnduft : for, bing fenfible 
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ibkfling, under the prefliire of all their wants ? 
Won't the fcandalous wretch that lies xmder the 
lalh of Confdence, for a loofc profligate Life, think 
him happy who has the efteem of all honeft men ? 
Thofe that are always in a hurry of bufinefs, will 
they not wifli to enjoy the quiet of the Retired ? 

The Court and its Pomp tkcs us ; the Woods and 
the Fields become uneafy to us v but a man that has 
not had a iill taftc ef yeiiaticxi, cannot eafily ima- 
gine what Irange effedlp it produces. 

In ihort, we may be dilgufted with our own 
condition ; but we cannot be fo with what we ne- 
ver experiflic'd However, a little Addrefe will 
fuffice to (few the vanity of every thing. 

Although a man has not aU the wealth, the m c- 
rit, and fhidng qualities which others pofleis ; yet 
he may cafl his eyes on thofe that owe them either 
to Fortune or Virtue, and fee the anxieties they la- 
bour under Upon a nearer view he will find them 
oppreft with the fame maladies, and fiibjed to the 
fame misfortvmes, with which Nature afflids the reft 
of mankini He will fee learned men not able to 
defend thenfelves from capricioufnefs and folly: 
lieroes feeble, full of defeds ; and as much men, 
as thrfe that are below them : and the greajtcft Ori- 
ginals of lurope, as fubjefl: to private weaknefle$ 
as the inferior Copies. 

Thus at long-run we fhall be convinced, that 'ti? 
impoflible to renounce Nature, and to raife our 
felves abare that condition, wherein God has pla- 
ced us. For in truth, there are no Great Men, if 
we compare *em one with another, but the fame 
are in themfelves weak, unequal, and deficient in 
fome part or other. 

Pomp and Splendour don't fatfefy all thofe whom 

they furround. The excefs of Delights palls our 

Appetites oftner than it pleafes them j and all the 

' advan- 
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advantages <^ Nature and Fortune^ d tc^ether^ 
are not able to create a full and entiippinefs. 

This Confideration may ferve tcxlerate the 
violence of our Defires^ aoid perhai^ deltroy 
thofe Inclinations we have to the nienfible and 
pleafing Objefts. We Ihall then fq^ after Con- 
tent without djlquiet, enjoy it witj eagemefs, 
and lofe it withouc regret. 



CHAP. IV. ' 
Of Reputation. 



^VT O fingle Paflion perhaps has jde (o many 
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unhappy perfons, as that whrhe genera- 
lity of mahkind entertain for an unlfal Efteem- 
For if we except fome few perfons truly heroi- 
cal minds, who afl; only for the fatisflon of their 
confcience, and perhaps too for the 
good men ; all the reft do that fc 
ought to be done for the fake of virl 
themfelves to be inchanted with the 
pearance of a thing, whofe real fubi 
at all afFe<5l them. 

They are defirous to have all their A 3ns efteem- 
ed virtuous, but not to be really fo ; ;y wifti no- 
thing more than the applaufe of the pkle, tho* in 
the midft of fuch a crowd and hurn 'tis almoft 
impoflible to difcern the truth : and wlout feeking 
the approbation of the wife, they flat! themfelves 
that every thing is to be decided by niibers -, and 
that the opinion of learned men, wlin they are 
pleafed to call fantaftical perfons, ca^ot obfcure 
their reputation. 

The crafty ones fhew on this occatn a great 
deal of artifice in their conduft : for, bjng fenfible 
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bkffing, under the prefiure of all their wants? 
Won't the Icandalous wretch that lies imder the 
lafh of Confcience, for a loofe profligate Life, thiiik 
him happy who has the eftecm of all honeft men ? 
Thofe that are always in a hurry of bufinefs, will 
they not willi to enjoy the quiet of the Retired ? 

The Court and its Pomp tires us ; the Woods and 
the Fields become uneafy to us v but a man that has 
not had a lull taftc ef vexation, cannot eafily ima- 
gine what trange effeftg it produces. 

In fliort we may be difguftcd with our own 
condition -, but we cannot be fo with what we ne- 
ver experimc'd However^ a little Addrefe will 
fuffice to (hw the vanity of every thing. 

Althougi a man has not all the wealth, the m e- 
rit, and fhiting qualities which pthers poifeis ; yet 
he may cafl his eyes on thofe that owe them either 
£0 Fortune or Virtue, and fee the anxieties they la- 
bour under Upon a nearer view he will find them 
oppreft wit the fame maladies, and fubjedl to the 
fame misfatunes, with which Nature afflifts the reft 
of mankini He will fee learned men not able to 
liefend thenfelves from capricioufnefs and folly: 
Heroes feAle, full of defeds ; and as much men, 
as thofe thit are below them : and the greateft Ori- 
ginals of lurope, as fubjed to private weakneflcs 
as the infeior Copies. 

Thus atlong-riin we Ihall be convinced, that 'ti$ 
impoflibleto renounce Nature, and to raife our 
felves aboire that condition, wherein God has pla- 
ced us. for in truth, there are no Great Men, if 
we compare 'em one with another, but the fame 
are in thenfelves weak, unequal, and deficient in 
fome part or other. 

Pomp and Splendour don't fatisfy all thofe whom 
they furround. The excefs of Delights palls our 
Appetites oftner than it pleafes tihem 5 a»d all the 

' advan- , 
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advantages of Nature and Fortune^ d tc^ether^ 
jure not able to create a full and entUppineis. 

This Confideration may ferve toderate the 
violence of our Defir^^ and perhai^ deftroy 
thofe Inclinations we have to the mfenfible and 
pleafing Objefts. We Ihall then fq^ after Con- 
tent without dilquiet, enjoy it witt ^agemefs, 
and lofe it withouc regret. 



CHAP. IV. ' 
Of Reputation. 



N' O fingle Paflion perhaps has jde fo many ' 

unhappy perfons, as that wh^he genera- 
lity of mahkind entertain for an untfal Efteem- 
For if we except fome few perfons truly heroi- 
cal minds, who aft only for the fatisflon of their 
confcience, and perhaps tqo for the A-obation of 
good men j all the reft do that fobife, which 
ought to be done for the fake of virfl and fuffer 
themfelves to be inchanted with the flpw and ap- 
pearance of a thing, whofe real fubftte doth not 
at all afFe<5t them. 1 

They are defirous to have all their Apns efteem- 
ed virtuous, but not to be really fo ; ty wifti no- 
thing more than the applaufe or the pble? tho* in 
the midft of fuch a crowd and hurn 'tis almoft 
impoffible to difcem the truth : and wlout feeking 
the approbation of the wife, they flat! themfelves 
that every thing is to be decided by ntbers -, and 
that the opinion of learned men, wltn they are 
.pleafed to call fantaftical perfons, ca^ot obfcure 
their reputation. i j 

The crafty ones fhew on this occain a great \ 
deal of artifice in their condudt : for, bing fenfible 
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bkflir^, licr the prefiure of all their wants? 
Won't theiandalous wretch that lies imder the 
lafh of Cbficnce, for a loofe profligate Life, think 
him happyho has the eftecm of all honeft men ? 
Thofe tiaire always in a hurry of bufinels, will 
they not w; to enjoy the quiet of the Retired ? 

The Cox and its Pomp tires us ; the Woods and 
the Fields come uneafy to us v but a man that has 
not had a l1 tafte ef vexation, cannot eafily ima- 
gine what ange effeftg it produces. 

In Ihorlwe may be difgufted with our own 
condition ^ut we cannot be fo with what we ne- 
ver experic'd However, a little AddreiS will 
fuffice to fw the vanity of every thing. 

Althoui a man has not all the wealth, the m e- 
rit, and fHng qualities which pthers pc^eis ; yet 
he may ca his eyes on thofe that owe them either 
to Fortunor Virtue, and fee the anxieties they la- 
bour unde Upon a nearer view he will find them 
oppreft vn the fame maladies, and fubjedl to the 
fame misftunes, with which Nature afflifts the reft 
of mankir. He will fee learned men not able to 
defend thnfelves from capricioufnefs and folly: 
Heroes fole, full of defeds ; and as much men, 
as thofe tfc are below them : and the greateft Ori- 
ginals of urope, as fiibjed to private weaknefle$ 
as the infeor Copies. 

Thus along-run we Ihall be convinced, that 'ti$ 
impoflibkto renounce Nature, and to raife our 
felves abce that condition, wherein God has pla- 
ced us. hr in truth, there are no Great Men, if 
we compre 'em one with another, but the fame 
are in thmfelves weak, unequal, and deficient in 
fome partbr other. 

Pomp nd Splendour don't fatisfy all thofe whom 
they furrjund. The excefs of Etelights palls our 
Appetites oftner than it pleafes tihem 5 dxd all the; 
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advantages of Nature and Fortune^ kl tc^ether^ 
^re not able to create a full and entuippinefs. 

This G>nfidenLtion may ferve tolerate the 
violence of our Defires, and perhaKoU deftroy 
thofe Inclinations we have to the mfenfible and 
pleafing Objefts. We Ihall then fei after Con- 
tent without djfquiet, enjoy it witi i:agemefs, 
and lofe it without regret. 



CHAP. IV. 
Of Reputation. . 

N' O fingle Paflion perhaps has de fb many 
unhappy perfons, as that whthe genera- 
lity of mahkind entertain for an unifal Efteem- 
For if we except fome few perfons truly heroi- 
cal minds, who afl; only for the fatisfon of their 
confcience, and perhaps tpo for the sfobation of 
good men ; all the reft do that fooife, which 
ought to be done for the fake of virtj and fufFer 
themfelves to be inchanted with the l^w and ap- 
pearance of a thing, whofe real fubflle doth not 
at all afFe<5l them. 

They are delirous to have all their jflbns efteem- 
ed virtuous, but not to be really fo ; \y wifti no- 
thing more than the applaufe or the j|)le, tho* in 
the midft of fuch a crowd and hurii 'tis almoft 
impoffible to difcem the truth : and wJDUt feeking 
the approbation of the wife, they flatj themfelves 
that every thing is to be decided by itbers -, and 
that the opinion of learned men, wlki they are 
.pleafed to call fantaftical perfons, cajot obfcure 
their reputation, 1 

The crafty ones fhew on this occin a great 
deal of artifice in their cpndufl: : for, In^ fenfible 
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of their owmerit, and having already got the good 
opinion ofnen of virtue, by fome confpicuous 
quality, th< accommodate themfelves in a groJ& 
manner to t humour of the people, and ftrive to 
gain the Vijar by outward mew and appearance. 
They comit voluntary follies to pleafe real fools. 
They appej^uil and unlearned to the ftupid ; fub- 
tie to ingems perfons ; generous to men of honour : 
in a word, hey adapt themfelves to all forts of 
charafters th fo dextrous a compliance, that one 
would fay, icir humour is that of all the world. 

But befic that by this way of management we 
lay a violerconftraint upon our humour, and op- 
pofe tJie irntion of Nature, which made us more 
for our ieh than for other men •, I don't obferve 
that thefe rfons with all theu* good humour and 
complaifan, with all their feints and diflimulations, 
ever arrive: the point which they propofe to them- 
felves. Oihe other fide, I have known it a thou- 
fand times r experience, that thofe who are greedy 
of Reputajn, generally lofe it by that very in- 
difcretion id greedinefs with which they feelc it 5 
and that nciing fo much interrupts their defign, a? 
their excefte paffion to obtain it. 

In Ihort-ihew me the man in any country or age 
of the wod, that had merit and good fortune e^ 
tiough to :quire an univerfal Efteem ? Who was 
ever powerji enough to fupprefs the calumnies of 
ail his eneries, or flop the mouth of Envy ? 

I can afrm, that I have known fome perfons fo 
very agrecDle, and fo virtuous, that one could not 
converfe vth them without admiring, and loving 
them. Thy won the hearts of their very enemies ; 
and a manmuft have been a brute to the laft de- 
gree, to b able to withftand the charms of their 
con verfa tied, or not to be won by the goodnefs of 
their natun. Yet for all this, I have feen fome en- 
vious Detii<Sors malicioufly oppofe fo eminent a 

virtue ; 
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virtue -, and according as they had either addreis or 
power, ftopt the courfe of an efteem io juft, and 
{o well eftabliflied 

Now, (ince it is impoilible to catch this flying 
Meteor, which I fee the whole world runs after j 
what folly is it to labour to obtain it with fo much 
application, and pains fo ill rewarded ? 

Befides, a Fop, tha* he never fo paflionately 
delires this efteem, if he does not deferve it, can- 
not long enjoy it* On the other hand, a good man 
ibon makes refleftions upon the weaknefs and frailty 
of this gaudy trifle ; and feeling his miferies even 
through the applaules which are given to his feli- 
city, he labours under difquiets and uneafinefles^ 
when the world cries up his advantages and his hap- 
pinefs. Fera glqricB cupidi nulla ratione quiefcere 
^oJfunU cum non inveniunt unde pojftnt aliquatenus 
glortaru 

Don't our hiftories tell us of a Vespasian, who 
amidft all his magnificence and fplendour, tired with 
the tedioufnels of the Triumph, and fenfible of the 
vanity of that Glory for which the people flattered 
him, appeared melanchoUy and fad, even in thofe 
very Feftivals, that were celebrated to thank the 
Gods for his fortune and profperity ? Did not tlie 
great and formidable King of Sweden ^ defpife the 
Acclamations of the People, and rejedl the Panegy- 
ricks of Orators ? The Duke of C a n d a l e , whom 
we lately loft *, regretted by all good men, had 
not he as great an averfion for this kind of Efteem, 
as our ordinary Courtiers fliew a fondnefs to obtain 
it? / 

'Tis therefore beyond difpute, that 'tis impofll- 
ble to acquire it, ana thai tho' we ftiould acquire it, 
yet the poflfeflion of it would be abfolutely unfer- 

viceable i 

• GufiavHs Adolfhus, 

» He Med la 1 6 jS. 8%^ the Life of M. dc St. Evrcmoiwi a» 
that yenr. 
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viceable ; that as it depends left upon our jfelves, 
than upon our fortune, it is liable to all her incon- 
ftancies ; that it is a noiie which ^rike^ nothing but 
the ear, and is incapable of making any deep im- 
preffion upon a nobk Soul. 

If we wou*d cultivate our Happinefs iii good ear- 
neft, we Ihould endeavour to content the wife, who 
are, *tis true, but few in number, but from whom 
we may receive real apjM'obations. 

Hatillius would have awife rilan hazard his 
life for the repofe of fools. ' 6ut fince we owe our 
fervices, and our felves to the intereft jof our coun- 
try, and to the good of our friends, we ought al- 
ways to perform aftions worthy of publick applaufe, 
and to defpife that fame applaufe, after we have 
once performed them. 

I would not, at the fame time, advife aiiy man tof 
be fo difinterefted, as to take no manner of fatif- 
faftion in the Efteem he deferves : but fince appro- 
bation is always attended by cenfure, let us effetftu- 
ally difarm Malice, by opppfing thofe faHe praifes 
which give it an opportunity to wound us -, let us 
draw all lawful advantage from a good reputation, 
and not to be fo fottiftly ftifF, as to take no delight 
in reflefting on our merit : and if the Publick nas 
unjuft thoughts of us, let us appeal from their opi- 
nion to the judgment of the Wife, and retire with- 
in our felves to receive confolation from die tefti-^ 
mony of our own Confcience. 







CHAP, 



M. DE ST, EVREMOND. 225 




CHAP. V- 
Of Vexations and Diffleafures. 

TIS one of the greateft fecrets of life, to 
know how to make our Vexations eafy to 
tas ; and if we cannot get rid of our pains, at leaft 
to weaken their influence. Unlefs we can do this, 
we mull refolve to be often miferable j for being 
expc^ to an infinite number of misfortunes, tlierc 
hardly pafles a day but prefents tjs with fome new 
fcene of unhappinefe. As for me, I know no re- 
medy fo effeftual for this purpofe as Forefight ; an|i 
whoever makes an exaft refleftion upon the difaj^- 
-pointmene and crofles <rf* human life, will find hirti- 
felf, confolable at leaft in the fevereft circumftances. 
For as we always make a more vigorous defence a- 
gainft a premeditated attack j the Soul, which pre- 
"par^ itfelf for refiftance, by duly confidering the 
-danger it runs, is much lels apt to be daunted by 
♦it. 

I would have all m&^ therefore fo to forefee and 
expeft all kinds of misfortunes, that they may not 
^be furprized at whatever happens. 

Let a haj^ G>urtier enjoy the favour of his 
Prince, and poflels the advantages of his good for- 
tune, as long as he can : but let the example of fo 
many who have fallen before him, difpofe him to mif- 
truft the firmnefs of the ground he ftands upon. Let 
him not always raife his eyes, becaufe he is at the 
cop of the wheel, but humble them fometimes -, 
let him look down to the place from whence he be- 
gan to rije, and . confider the lirft ftep of his for- 
• - .1 ,tune. 
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tune, as a precipice, dovm which he may every mo- 
ment fall again. 

Let not a General of an Army be always fecure 
of viftory ; nor be puffed up with the gloiy he has 
won, no lefe by the affiftance of his Troops, than 
by his own Valour. One fingle day may determine 
his fortune : but then after the lofs of a battle, let 
not him, who was before encompafTed with fo many 
thoufands, conclude himfelf to be deftroy'd with 
them. He muft conmiand himfelf, he muft return 
to himfelf, to be himfelf again. 

Let not a Prince depend upon his Grandeur with- 
out good reafon, neither let the obedience of lb 
many people ralhJy flatter his vanity : in four and 
twenty hours we luve feen the fame Monarchs fit- 
ting in the Throne, and following a Chariot. In 
the compafs of a few days, we have beheld a Prince 
triumphant, and led in triumph. The Revolt of 
the people, or the Lois of a battle, may difpoflefs 
him of his Crown, and put his Scepter into a fo- 
reign hand. 

Here I cannot forbear openly to confefi that I 
adore the Romans, and believe they were fomething 
more than men. I cannot without a fcnfible emo- 
tion think upon Brutus andCAssius, who know- 
ing the inconftancy of human Greatnefs, agreed 
before the battle began, how to difpofe of their 
Lives •, and confidering the uncertainty of the event, 
embraced one another, as if they were never tp 
meet again. Methinks I fee them taking their laft 
Farewel with thefe noble demonftrations of affeftion 
and courage. 

The Vulgar imagine there is fomething timcMTOqs 
in Forefight ; and as they cannot conceive any fort 
of danger without fear, they perfuade themfelves 
that a man cannot throw himfelf into it without 
blindnefs. But as 'tis the fault of fuch weak rea- 
foners, to venture upon many things they don't un- 

derftand^ 



M. DE ST. EVREMOI^rD. 225 

derftand, and to fling them up fo foon as they come 
to know them ; fo *tis only for men of fenfe to fore- 
fee the dangers that threaten them, and to fufl-ain 
With the fame equality of mind, the favours and 
disgraces of fortune. 

But 'tis not fufficicntfbr us to prepare oiir felves 
only againft the viciflitudes of life ; for there arc 
many other occafions for us to Ihew our conftancy* 
The death of our friends, and even our own, much 
more fenfibly afFe(5ts us: and therefore we ought to 
expeft it with more preparation, than the lofs of 
riches, honour, and other extrinfick tilings, which 
ought to be indifferent to wife men. '^ 

I am thinkuig with my felf every day, how many 
things are dear to me ; and after I have confidered 
them as temporary and perilhable, I prepare my 
felf that very minute to bear the lofi of them with- 
out weaknefs. 

When the Sun begins to fhine, I don't depend 
upon feeing the Evening. Wiil not the day and 
moment wherein I am to die, refemble this, whicli 
now pafles over my head ? A man Ihall equally 
hear the hurry of the world, fhall behold the light, 
and live after the fame manner. Now, fiace we 
muft all die, but are fo uncertain as to the tiime of 
death, let us prepare from this day, to leave one 
another. 

Not an hour pafles, but fome one or other lofes a 
Friend : may I not then reafonably exped: every mo- 
ment to lofe one of mine ? But whenever that hap- 
pens, the circumftances of his death fhall not in- 
creafe mv forrow, nor my afflidion. Perhaps he 
will Ihed his blood upon a Scaffold •, perhaps Fire will 
reduce him to alhes, or he will be fwallow*d up in 
the Sea : but you muft not think that the circum- 
ftances of hjs death will redouble my grief, and that 
I Ihall complain of nothing fo much at his funeral, 
as the manner of his lofe j *tis he alone, whotn I 

Vol. m. P and 
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find wanting, and it fignifies nothing, whether he 
was taken from me by Water, Sword, or Fire. , 

Not that I would be here fo wretchedly mifunder- 
ftood, as if I would hare a man become a Barba- 
rian, in order to exercife his talent of conftancy ; 
or that Nature or Friendfhip have not a right to de- 
mand tears from us. I am fo far from advancing fo 
brutal an Infenfibility, that I maintain m the other 
fide, it would be inhuman to refiife them on cer- 
tain occafions. 

We figh and weep juftly enough in the firft be- 
ginnings of our grief ; but a vigorous Soul ought 
foon after to retire within itfelf, and return to that 
happy ferenity, which the diforders, its paffions, 
occalioned it to lofe. For can a reaibnable man 
confider the unprofitablenefs of his tears, and the 
vanity of his regret, but he muft of necellity blufh 
at a long and violent Affliftion ? 

Indeed in thofe cafes where *tis poflible to rejJair 
our ill fuccefles, I am wholly of opinion, that we 
ought to employ all forts of remedies : but in a fa- 
tal accident which is never to be retrieved, I would 
defire to know where lies the fervice of a ridiculous 
Affliftion, and paying Tears, which are at beft trou- 
blefome to thofe who fhed them, and wholly unfer- 
viceable to thofe for whofe fake they arc Ihed? 

Why do we figh, or why complain ? 
All tiiefe Tears are fhed in vain ; 
Deaf to our forrows, and our griefi 
The Dead receive not this relief. 

Befides this, we are to confider 5 that the moft 
fenfible perfons in the world, at length forget their 
tendernefs ; and the Soul which at fim afflifted itfeU 
to exccfs, foon feels an abatement of this violence, 
and in a Ihort time exhaufts the whole ftock of its 
Xorrow, 

2 Om 
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Our Complaints wear with our years ; and as tl: e 
Objed: b^ins to lofe ground in the imagination, 
our concern for its lofs infenfibly decays in our 
mind. 

If we were wife then, Ihould we not without re- 
luftance, furrender that grief to our reafon, which 
the weakeft are at laft conftrain'd to yield up to the 
power of Time ? 

A Father whom we loft but two or three hours 
ago, is as efFe6hially dead as any of our anceftors ; 
and that which is no more, ought no longer to af- 
led: us. 

Tour Father y fummon^d iy bis Fate^ 

Now mixes with his Brother-Jhades below \ 

Not the. leaft tittle of your fiate^ 
Tour grief y or forrow does he kno'iv. 

7*ho^ but laji night he loji his breathy 

Tet fince be^s in the hands of deaths \^ 

He^sfull as dead as Cjesar, who we know 

Expired fo many years ago *. 

ThisReafon alone is capable of Iweetning our bit- 
ternefe, and checking the impetuofity of our grief* 
He whom I loft but an hour ago, feels nothing, 
has no further Ihare in the things of this world, and 
enjoys life no more than thofe that were fwallow'd 
up in the Deluge ; why then Ihould I torment rny 
felf in vain about a Shadow, that has neither voice 
nor fought? 

Wifely your vain Complaints give o^er^ ^ 

^his foolijh tribute pay no more. 

For empy Shadows why fhould ^ears be Jhed f 

JLefs bury even the Memory of the Dead *♦ 

P 2 W^ 

* Malherhs J 
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We ought further to confider, that in this rigo- 
rous reparation of the Soul and Body, Nature ufes 
us no worfe than fhe does the reft of the world. Of 
all thefe prodigious fwarms of men which fill the 
earth, Ihew me one fingle perfon, that is exempted 
from the cruelty df her Laws. 

I very well know that every one is fenfible of hfe 
afflidion, and that thofe whofe example I alledge 
here, endure it and complain as well as we : For as 
we don't forbear to tafte our own happinefs, for 
knowing the felicity of others ; fo the knowledge 
we have of the miferies of our equals, deprives us 
not of the fenfe of our own misfortunes : and fince 
private perfons partake in the publick Rejoydngs, 
how can they avoid their ftiare in the general Sor- 
row ? 

There are fome common pains, which belong to 
all men ; but every man beai-s them entirely to him- 
felf, and fo endures the whole weight of his affliftion 
fingly. 

To confefs the truth, that which afFe(9:s us moft 
in our difgraces, is to fee that no body is under the 
fame circumftances. We cannot with anv patience 
behold our felves forced to fliffer a mbfortune a- 
lone, which may happen to all the world, as well 
as us. And to fpeak foberly, nothing fo much aug- 
ments die fharpnefe of our Affliftions, as the haugh- 
tinefs and pride of thofe who fcem to brave and 
defpife them. 

Now it is not Mankind alone that attends us to 
death ; all Animals, of what fpecies foever, arrive 
at the fame end, and are fubjeft to the fame law. 
That ftrength, dexterity and forefight which Nature 
has beftowed upon them for the confcrvatipn of their 
life, is of no ufe and fervice to them when they 
come to die. 

Tlie moft infenfible things have their end, which 

is a fort of death to them, Thoft very Rampa^ 

3 that 
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that were proof againft s^U the batteries of the can- 
non, and the violence of men, will fooner or later 
have their fhare in this univerfal niin. The Ele- 
ments themfelves which compofe all things, will be 
at laft deftroy'd. The Heavens will be overwhelm- 
ed ; the Sun and Stars will lofe their Light ; and all 
the Mafe of the World will be confounded in the 
general deftrudtion. Can we then with juftice de- 
mand that our fiiends, or our felves may efcape it ? 
Since *tfe neceflary we fhould die, is it not a com- 
fort for us to know, that all the things we have feei\ 
will perilh, and fuffer the fame deftiny with us ? 

The Stars will lofe their glorious Light, ^ 
The Elements contend and fight. 
And all be buried in vaft Night, 
The great Creator of this Ball, 
Mafter and fov*rfeign Lord of all. 
Who out of Nothing did difplay 
Air, and Earth, and Fire and Sea, 
Will with the fame Almighty Hand, 
To primitive Nothing all command. 
And this great Change, to our furprize, 
May happen e*er to-morrow's Sun does rift. 

I proceed now to a more particular Affliftion, 
of which I am fo fenfible, that no arguments, no 
relief drawn from Philofophy, can make it eafy to 
me : 'tfe that Concern which publick Calamities give 
me, in, which rtiy fenfes intereft me in fpite of my 
felf. I am not able to hear the Groans of the peo- 
ple ; I cannot liften to their Cries, nor behold their 
Tears, without finding my felf affefted with a real 
compaffion. I cannot be a fpe6tator of the calami- 
ties of my Country, nor behold the ambition of its 
Oppreffoi^, without taking up an invincible averfion 

for thcmfr ^.^ 

P 3 W^ 
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We are likewife pcrfecuted by another foit of 
Vexation, which invades us in the midft of pleafiire 
itfelf : it is often nothing elfe but a difguft of Abun- 
dance ; for our Soul having not ftrength enough to 
digeft it, grows dull and languifhing, and yields at 
length to the violence of its excefles. 

Now I know no better, and indeed no other re- 
medy againft this, but to moderate our paflions, 
and to manage our pleafures with a prudent and 
wife CEconomy. Thus Epicurus revived his ap- 
petite by Abftinence, and avoided all intemperance, 
to fhun the ill effe^ that attend it : and as a daily 
Converfation, even with the beft of men, becomes 
at length tirefom or dull, thofe perfons that have a 
delicate tafte of pleafure, ' will voluntarily quit on© 
another's comply, to avoid the difquiet that threa- 
tens them, and to relifh better the charms of Con- 
verfation, by beftpwing a new life upon their 
Thoughts, 

I have nothing more to fpeak of, but a Vexation, 
the caufe whereof I am not able to divine ; and as 
*tis extremely difficult to know the real fobje6l of 
it, fo I find that it is hard to allay or withftand it : 
it is a fecret difpleafyre which hides itfelf in the bof-^ 
torn of the Spul, and which we feel much better 
tjian we can difcover. *Tis that which goes to bed 
with us, which awakes and rifes with us, which at- 
tends us at our repafts, which fpUows us in our 
walks, which we carry along with U3, as well in a 
crowd, as in retirement, and which will not forfake 
thofe whom it has once feized, till it has exercifed 
'its whole power upon them. 

I have had wpful experience of this Malady, and 
been often uneafy under the weight of it. I have 
• gone with it to the Play-houfe, and have broi^ht 
it out with UK again. I have carried it into the 
beft Converfations without any relief; I have, while 
the ^aroxyfm laftjed, ufed the ipoft agreeable Diver- 



M. DE ST. EVREM'OND. 231 

fions, but was infenfible to them all the while ; and 
in the midft of the publick joy, have been con- 
ftrained to flicw my ill humour, and to appear dif- 
gufted with the Iweeteft Contentments of Life ; and 
at laft have found no other Antidote or Charm a- 
gainft it, but the pleafure of good eating and 
drinking. 

Good Cheer with our Friends is the fovereign Re- 
medy againft this fort of Vexation •, for befides tliat 
Converfation, which theabecomes more free and 
pleafant, infenfibly foftens it, 'tis certain that Wine 
revives our animal Spirits, and gives our Soul vi' 
gour enough to expel Melancholy. 

I know fome morofe peffons, will, at leaft in out- 
ward Ihew and appearance^ pretend an averfion for 
this Remedy, whofe Delights notwithftanding, they 
lire far fronv defpifmg. But let us not play the 
hypocrites here : for my part I am not at all dif- 
turbed at their foolifh Aufterity, fince the moft ri- 
^d Philofopher in the world has prefcribed us this 
very remedy ; fince the fevereft of illuftrious men 
have made (if I may fo cxprefs my felf ) their moft 
aultere virtues ftoop to the charms c^ this agreeable 
pleafiire ; and fince the bcft fort of perfons difown 
not the Ufe, but only condemn the Excefs of it. 






CHAP. VL 
Of Tleafures. 

HAvii^ difcourfed of our Vexations, and the 
means of tjualifying the bittemcfe ^ them, 
it will not be amifs to fay fomcthing ^ 
fures of Life. 

P4 
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Although, to fpeak the truth, extrinfick things 
contribute much to our Pleafures, and 'tis not e- 
nough that we have Senfes, unlefs we have Obje6b 
to content them •, yet fince we find the multitude 
of them is almoft infinite, oiu- Happinefi depends in 
fome mcafure upon our felves, and our greateft di- 
verfions cannot fail of becoming unpleafant to us, 
if our fenfes are not in a dilpofirion to receive 
them. 

As for ray felf, I am of opinion, that we fhould 
never debar our minds of thofe innocent Pleafures 
which offer themfelves ; and live no leis exempt 
fi-om thofe Regrets that arife from our reflefting 
upon the paft, than from thofe Inquietudes the fu- 
ture may give us. The prefent time only is ours, 
and if ive were wife, we (hould manage every mo- 
ment as it were the laft ; but nothing is more com- 
mon than to make an ill ufe of that time, which 
Nature has allowed us. There are few men but 
would live long enough, if they knew how to live 
well : but it happens for the moft part, that when 
we are dying, we complain, that as yet we have 
not lived. If we arrive to a long life, we dillurb 
it by our fear of npt arriving to it ; and when we 
are come to our limited term of years, we have 
nothing elfe left us, but a concern tor having ma- 
naged them ill. 

This Pleafure which now prefents itfelf, is per- 
haps the laft I fhall enjoy ; an infinite number of 
Puins may overwhelm me the very next moment. 
What fhall hinder me therefore from enjoying my 
fclf innocently, whilft I may ? Muft the difference 
of Places, or the inequality of Objedb, keep me al- 
ways uneafy, when *tia in my power to live con^ 
tentedly in all parts of the earth I 

I grant indeed that fome perfons are dearer to 
us, and more agreeable than others ; that as there 
arc different Subje<3s to divert us, fg there are De- 
lights 
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hgjtits more or iefs afFeding ; but for the fake of a 
Pleafure which I earneftly longed for, am I to dc- 
ipife all the reft ? 

That Life which Aides away in the G)untry, is no 
leis mine than that I pafs at Paris. The days where- 
in I am wholly buried in grief, will be redconed to 
me as well as my moft joyful Feftivals j and will 
contribute as much as they, to make up the num* 
ber which muft confine my years. Wherefore then 
Ihould my Repofe be here difturbed by the remem- 
brance of thofe plcafures I have tailed, or by think- 
ing on thofe which I defire to ayoy ? 

Thus *tis downright folly to wifh our felves back 
again at- thofe places we lately left, or be impatient 
to be at others, fooner than *cis poillble to get thi- 
ther. 

If the Pleafures we find in the Country differ from 
thofe of the Court, let us endeavour to reconcile 
our felves to them : for who can hinder us from 
exalting and humbling our felves in this manner ' 
^Tis true, we have neither Mufick-meetings nor 
Balls, nor Play-houfe ; but then we have no Dif- 
graces, no Servitude to fear, or undergo. 

Converfation is not fo agreeable here. Suppofe 
)t is not, however, a man may keep an ufeful com- 
merce with himfelf, and with pcrfons, that at leaft 
will not be troublefome. 

Cato entertainM himlelf with children, after he 
had applied himfelf all day long to the fervice of the 
Common-wealth ; and our wittieft men in France 
difdain not to hear a Tale fi'om one of their fei-vants^ 
after the moft folemn difcourfes. 

A man fhould endeavour %o live eafily in what 
part of the world foever he is, and tafte thofe Plea- 
fures which the refpeftive place of his abode can 
afford him. 

Let us not play the Philofophers fo fer, as to con- 
demn by our aufterity, the Magnificence of the 

Court. 
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Court. I approve that we Ihould imitate the virtue 
of the ancient Romans. Let us be juft^ let us be 
generous as they were ; but we may very well n^- 
left thofe extravagant Maxims, whofc feverity re- 
forms fewer men, than it fcares. 

If we cannot afford to be fplendid, let Us not ac- 
cufe others of Luxury, A man cannot condemn fo 
much Art and fine Workmanfliip he fees in the 
world, all which is the cffeft of human induftry, 
without being fantaftically fevere, 

A man may very innocently admire the Pomp of 
a glorious Qty, he may partake of the pleafure of 
Perfumes, ana the fatisfaftion of Mufick ; in fhort, 
he may behold with delight, the delicacy of Paint- 
ing, and yet not violate the laws rf Temperance. 

If, by conftraint, or inclination, we have fixed 
our' refidence in the Country, let us there leave oflf 
admiring the labours of man, in order to contem- 
plate the works of the Creator, and the wonders of 
Nature : Let us remove our Thoughts from the pride 
and glory of the Court, and innocently tafte the 
Iweets which are to be had in folitary places. Have 
not the Heavens, the Sun, the Stars, the Elements, 
beauties enough to fatisfy the Mind that contem- 
plates them ? The large extent of Plains, the wind- 
ing courfe of Rivers, the Meadows, the Flowers, 
the little murmuring Rills, have not they fuflicient 
charms to enchant the fight? Is the Mufick of 
Birds ever wanting in our Groves ? And if it be 
true, that men learnt theirs from the Nightingales, 
what an advantage is it to us to have fo great a 
number of thefe little mafl:ers in our fervice, with- 
out being in our pay ? 

Well, whatever Sins by turns have fway'd mt% 
Ambition never reach'd my heart : 
. Its lewd pretences ne*er betray'd me. 
In publiek Ills to aft a p^rt. 

Let 
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' Let others, fame or wealth purfuing, 
Defpife a mean but fafe retreat, 
I'll ne'er contrive my own undoing, 
Nor ftoop fo low as to be great. 

The faithlefs Court, the tricking Change, 
What folid pleafures can they give ? 

Oh, let me in the Country range ! 
•Tis there we breath, 'tis there we live. 

The beauteous fqene of aged Mountains, 
Smiling Valleys, murmuring Fountains, 
Lambs in flow'ry Failures bleating. 
Echo our Complaints repeating. 

Bees with bufy founds de%hting, 
Groves to gentle fleep inviting. 
Whisp'ring Winds the Poplars courting. 
Swains in rufty Circles fporting. 
Birds in cheerful Notes exprefling 
Nature's ^bounty, and their blefling: 
Thefe afford a lading Pleafure, 
Without guilt, and without meafure. 

In a word, we may live contented in any part of 
the world, and we only change our Pleafure, when 
we change the place of our refidence. In one place 
the Mind finds its fatisfaftion in the ftudy of Na- 
ture: in another our fenfes meet with delights pro- 
per to th^m : and whoever is, capable of modera- 
tion, may find but too ferQle a fcenc for his con- 
tent. Neither the limits of Solitude, nor the nar- 
row compafi of a Prifon, can hinder a wife man 
frgm finding tranquillity. He may meditate there ; 
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and with pleafure rcfled on the good Actions he has 
dcHie, and comfort himielf by the pleafing thoi^hts 
of hb Innocence. 

*Tis not ncceflaiy that a man fhould always have 
a Field to rambk in^ in order to be happy. Our 
happineis for the moft part lies within our ielves ; 
and as we fometimes find our felves uneafy under 
the fall enjoyment of our liberty, fo we may fome- 
times happen to find fadsfaftion, even under im- 
prifonment. The moft cruel Tyrants in the Uni- 
verfe could never yet find a dungeon for our Souls ; 
they cannot become mafters of it, unlefs we are 
willing to enflave it our felves -, their chains can- 
not bind it ; and let the body be fhut up in what 
place it will, it changes neither place nor habita- 
tion. 

Thus we may find fomewhat to give us content 
every where : let us endeavour only to enjoy it with 
moderation -, and be affured that it is an error to 
condemn Pleafures as Pleafures, and not as they are 
unjuft and unlawfal. 

In truth, let them be never fo innocent, the ei^ 
cefs is alwavs criminal, and not only brings di%race, 
but diflatiifadlion with it. A man that lofeth his 
reputation by Debauchery, very often lofeth his 
health too, and hurts his conftitution no lefs than 
his credit. 

If we are infenfible to the Charms of Pleafure, let 
us excite our tafte and our appetite, by making a 
juft reflexion on thofe pains, which are their con- 
traries. 

Let thofe that abound in the Conveniencies of 
Life, give a new guft to their happinefs, by com- 
paring it with the ftate of the neceffitous 5 and 
let the thought of others misfortunes make them 
more deliciouPy enjoy the felicity they poflfefs. 

Let 
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Let a virtuous man refleft upon the ferenity of 
his Confciencc, and rejoice that he finds neither re- 
morfe nor anguilh in the bottom of it to difturb him. 

Let Health, which we generally taftc after the 
lame manner as we do an infenfible Good ; let this 
rich Prefent of Nature, I fay, be felt more lively by 
comparing it to Difcafes and Infirmities, under which 
To many thoufands languifli. 

Let a man of good health efteem himfelf happy, 
not only in the enjoyment of that Blefling, but let 
the Thought that he endures no Pain, amongft fo 
many doleful obje6h that encompafs him, render 
him ftill more content : let him rejoice, not only 
for the good fortune which he enjoys, but likewiic 
for the unhappinefe he has not : let the Pleafure which 
he taftes, and the Pain which he fufFers not, equally 
contribute to give him new fatisfaftion. 

But above all, let us banifh that diforderly paflion 
of Envy, that vile infamous paflion which corrupts 
all our Pleafures from our breafts. Let not our 
Eyes or Ears become in the leaft concerned for 
pofleflions which don't belong to us : but let us, 
without any covetous Defires, participate the charms 
of all the fine places we behold. Every thing that 
is made for the pleafure of Sight, does it not belong 
to me, fo long as it is expofed to my Eyes ? 

The Luxembourgh % the Louvre % and the Tuil- 
Jeries, are as much mine, when I am gazing upon 
their beauty, as they are theirs to whom they legally 
belong. For to fpeak properly, nothing can be 
ours, but while we adhi^lly enjoy it. 

All I infer from this Dilcourfe, is, that we ought 
to be moderate in our Pleafures. Properly fpeaking, 
all that is done in the world, is done only for plea- 
fure ; and tho' we take different ways to it, yet we 
fee all Mankind inclines to the fame end. 

He 

m 

» A Rij/al PaUee M ParU, 
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He that courts Reputation in the field, and forces 
his way through all che dangers of fire and bullets 
to obtain Honour, would not expofe bimfelf to the 
Icaft danger, if he did not hope to meet with that 
fatisfaftion a man hods in himfelf after a gallant Ac- 
tion, or that which proceeds fiiom Fame. 

Another grows old in his Oofet, amcx^ the dull 
and Blth of mouldy moch-^aten Books, who would 
not take the ieaft pains to acquire the Sciences, if he 
did not find fome pleafurc in his pnrfuit of them. 

All mir Aftions have no real Objcft, but PleaJiire : 
without that, the moft induftrious would live a Ian- 
guiftiing idle Life. *Tis that alone which makes us 
ailive, and excites Indiiftry ; 'tis that which gives 
motion to all the Univerfe. 

Let every one therefore take that way he fimls 
moft conformable to his innocent Inclinaticms, and 
enjoy all Delights that prefent themfelves to him, 
when they are not repugnant to the true Principles 
of Honour or Confcicnce. 



PP 



M. DE ST. EVREMOND:: 239 



r<^^^/^ '.'*<» y^V ^, 






OPTHE TRUE 



AND 



FALSE BEAUTY 



O F 



INGENIOUS WRITINGS'. 



CHAP. L 

Some Rules to write welly and to judge well 
of the Authors and their Writings. 

IF the Idea which all men naturally have of the 
true Beauty of Ingenious Writings, was not ef- 
faced by the great number of falfe Criticks, we 
fhould not have fo many various opinions about 
their merit : for this Idea would be a ceitain rule 
for every one to follow -, unlels he refolved to ex- 
pofe himfelf to the univerfal cenfure of Mankind, 
who would eafily difcover when they were out erf" 
the way. , 

I will not here enquire into the caufes that have fo 
univerfally debauched our Palates. Some of them 
are general, and have fo ftrangely extinguifh'd the 
Light of the Underftanding, in every thing almoft, 
which is not the Objed^ of our Senfcs, that there ^ 



> This TrMtift W4s written in theXitkr 1^90] 
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infinite Errors fcatter'd in all Sciences, even in thoic 
that pretend to define Good and Evil. 

There arc likewife particular Caufes which arc 
apt of themfclves to hinder us from difceming the 
true or falfe Beauty of Ingenious Writings, when 
our Reafbn would be otherwile jufV, exad: and clear. 

The moft common is Precipitation ? foi* every one 
flatters himfelf that he is capable to judge, cither 
throi!gh Pride not to be thought ignorant ; or 
through AffeftioH and Hatred, according as he is 
engaged in any I^tty •, or through Imitation, neither 
judging for or againft, but only as he has heard the 
world talk ; or in fine, through Caprice, Chance, 
Paffion and Humour, which is' too often fcen' 5i 
Perfons of Quality, who think their rank entitles 
them to iet up for Judges. 

But whatever thefe caufes are, either general or 
particular, the variety of opinions is too evident for 
us to doubt, that we don't judge upon the fame 
Idea, or by the fame Rule, though nothing be mott 
certain than that there is one. 

To form this in the Mind, Rhetoric and Poetry, 
and the Art of writing Hiflory, have chiefly em- 
ployed their labour : but the more Rules have been 
laid down, the more they feem to be n^ledted ;, 
and 'tis a wonder that the beft Mailers in the world, 
as Aristotle, Cicero, Horace, Quinti- 
LiA^, fire, fhould have fo few perfeft followers. 

It appears then, that wc ought to forfake the com- 
mon way of Precepts, and feek elfewherc for fure 
and immutable Rules,either to write well, or to judge 
'^ell of the merit of Authors. 

To give one's felf a juft and exadl Underftanding, 
r think it would be neceflary in the firft place to 
examine any Book, and compare it with fome other 
wWch has acquired an univerfal Approbation. 

MkLHERBE in the late Reign, excell'd in the 
Beauty of his Odes s and they preferve to this very 

'day 
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day the fame charms to their iudicious headers. So 
then, when you read any Ode upon the praife of 
our Monarcn, compare the ftile of it with that of 
Malherbe ; and according as you find *em agree, 
fo you may venture to pais your judgment. 

But then the piece you compare it to, muft be 
of an eftablifti'd reputation ; and fuch a one too, as 
in all probability is like to continue fo. We have 
feen feveral Authors come out with great applaufe, 
but it only continued a few years : during which, 
the prepoffeflion of the Reader, and the partiality of 
their Friends, gave *em a ihort-liv'd Reputation. 

We have but very few true Models : Voiture 
himfelf is none, and much lefs Balzac The face- 
tious Manner of Voi t ltre, and the Flights of Bal^ 
ZAc, have both an aflfeftation which naturally dif- 
pleafes : the one endejivours to be agreeable, and 
make us laugh, whatever humour we are in ; the 
other would make himfelf admirM and efteem'd for 
the pomp of his Expreflion, and the extravagance 
of his Bombaft. The two Letters addrefs'd t6 
Monfieur de Vivonne, imitating both their Man- 
ners of writing, are an excellent Satire on their 
ftile, and fully difcover the ridicule of thefe two Au- 
thors, who were fo famous in the laft Age *, 

A man may foretel, without pretending to the 
gift of prophecy, what will be the fate of a certain 
Author, who purloins the Ladies chamber-talk, and 
converfations of Gallantry, to fill up his Works 
with them -, who believes that all the beauty of a 
Book, tho* the fubjeft (hould be the Life of a Saint, 
confifts in ufing fome new term, or modifli expref- 
fion ; and is very well fatisfied with himfelf, when 

^ Jhefe two Litten weri written ty Mr. BMesu, and ar$ to h 
found in the Englifi Tranjlation of his IVorks, See what I hinve oh* 
ferved thereupon in the Life of Mr. Boileau DeipreauZi P4|> br> 
ki, Ixii. 

V0I..III. Q^ the 
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t)ie Period which pretends neidier to depth nor ibli- 
dity> ha$ aa agreeable Gidence ^. 

But CQ make oo Biore of thele offenfive predic- 
tkw$oftheLhrin& let usexajmine the Dead. Seneca, 
as all the world knows, is full of nothing but Points, 
Andtheies and IVadoxes. He furpnzed his Age 
with the arrogance of his Decifions ; and fbme per- 
Ions yet alive,, (et him up for a pattern of Eloquence : 
but they muft write very HI that imitate him » and 
may tale it for granted, that they will dilguft thofe 
Readers who have any tafte or relifh. 

This is not the Language of Nature, which is al- 
ways fimple and unaffected. Whatever requires a 
continual attention, difpleafes us ; becaule 'tis tdo 
^eat an expence for the generality of mankind to 
bear. There is both a Force and Weakiieis in all 
men whatever ; which fantaftical mixture makes us 
oaturaUy conclude thofe Woiks to be difagreeable, 
thai require too intenfe Thinking to comprehend 
'em i a3 well as thofe that are fo much below us, 
that they deferve not the leaft regard. 

As I have already obferved, few Authors have 
written fo well as to deferve to be fet up for Models^ 
We have Homer and Virgil indeed for Heroick 
Poetry. Horace is a perfect original in his Sa- 
tiies, Epiftles, and familiar Difcourfes. I have not 
the lame opinion of his Odes, and perhaps I might 
fay fomething difrefpe6lfol of them, if the excel- 
lency of fome of *em did not oblige me to be IilenL 
If the Author of the long Comments upon him *, 
diflikcs my opinion ; that I may not wholly incur 
his dilpkafure, I own that thofe of Anacreon are 
more lively, more fweet, more infinuating, and 
confequently more perfect 

But 

* ^Mt^fi **• ^dMtlm mtMns FMtker Bcuhours, who hath wrtt* 
ten the Lives efJptMtius unJ Xavierus, twojefidts. 

4 Mr. DMcier, who has fubUJhed very lonr and tedious Cenh 
ments ufon UtrMe. 
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fiut tx) return to our own Authors : Corneill£ 

■ , 

and Racine have performed admirably well in 
Tragedy ; neverdielefs it ^ere to be wifti'a, that th^ 
cleannefs of expreffion in Corneille eo^alPd the 
variety, and abundant fertility of his Thoughts. 
Few Authors can arrive to fuch a pitch, as to repre- 
sent fb many different Charadbers, to invent fo many 
Intrigues, and make fo many Peifons reafon with 
that connexion and folidity. We are interefted in 
the very Aftion, which he only reprefents, and pafe 
iimmediately from the Figure to the Reality. We 
hear Augustus fpeak in his Cinna ; and we behold 
tthe Cipy in that firft Tragedy of his, which made 
fo great a noife in Court and City, and gave us an 
early fpecimen of what, might be expefted from 
him in his maturer years *. All the mifchief is, that 
the Copioufnels of liis fubjcft, which he never fails to 
exhauft, his vaft Imagination, and his inexhauftible 
Genius, now and then makes his Expreffion dark 
find confufed : as if it were impoffible to be profound 
and folid, ^nd yet clear enough at the fame time to 
be underftood. But fpr all thefe faults, Authors of 
his reputation may pafs for very good Models. If 
I were obliged to give my politive judgment which 
bf thef^ two I would chufe to copy after, in cafe I 
were to write for the Theatre, my anfwer fhould 
be. That it is more difficult t0 follow die former, 
and more fure to imitate the latter. 

So mifch fhall fuffice upon this firft Head ; for I 
fid not think it neceflary to dwell lohjger upon it. 
. All I ihall add at prefent, is. That inftead of ask- 
ing your felf, Did Virgil e^iprefs himfelf after this 
manner ? Are MAiHERBE*j excellent Odes 'u^itten 
in fuch a ftraln ? Or, Jj^Corkeillb, orMohiivity 
draw to their Theatres^ both thi CoUrt and the whole 

Q 2 King' 
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Kingdom^ by writing Jo ? ask your felf^ Is there any 
method more confus'd, than that of this Work ? Can 
any Defign be laid worfcy or any Exfreffiom be more 
lame and faulty ? Is there any Imitation more 'uifibly 
low andfervile than that of this Book ? 

*Tis a common fault with our Writers, that they 
become very bad Copiers of very good Originak. 
We ought to take a great deal of care that we fall 
not into the whimfical defign of that Painter, who 
being to draw the Pifture of Helena, whom he 
defign*d to reprefent perfetEtly beauteous, refolved 
to give her all the Graces, that he had heard com- 
mended in the faireft pcrfons. Thus he changed her 
Lips into Coral, her Cheeks into Rofes, her Eyes 
into Suns, and unskilfully joinbg *em togetter, 
made a Figure like that which Horace defcribes 
in his Epijtle to the Piso*s. 'Tis certain he had a 
mind to make himfelf merry : but Authors are a 
ferious fort of people ; they are careful of their Re- 
putation, and copy with gravity. 

But in fhort let an Author have never fo good an 
opinion of himfelf, 'tis an eafy matter to mortify bis 
Pride, (which people of that (lamp can ieldom con- 
ceal,) by defiring him to write worle upon the fame 
fubjeft. Now whenever our advice is asked, we 
ought to give it with the utmofl fincerity, the' it 
may be caird ill manners, and finely to condemn 
the fond obftinacy of thofe Scriblers, who never 
read but to court your applaufe, and not hear your 
cenfure, tho' 'tis never fo juft and reafonable. 

Neverthelefs, becaufe the Stile is plain and unaf- 
feded, we ought not therefore to think it fiat or 
mean. Simplicity is the perfedion of every "Work ; 
and if I might fo exprefs my felf, 'tis an ornament 
.even to Beauty it felf. Horace gives us this ad- 
vice, when he would have our Diftion appear fa na- 
5^ral, that upon reading it, any ordinary man would 
Jm& It very eafy to fpeak the fame things j tho' 

after 
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after he has made the experiment, and duly con- 
fider*d of the matter, he will be convinc'd how diffi- 
cult it is to write fo happily. 

Truth never changes. Falfity imitates Truth in 
every thing : we always find out the laft, if we have 
recourfe to the firft -, but are often cheated if we are 
not very careful to difcover the Impofture. When 
we follow Reafon with fteadinefs, and come once 
to think aptly, and exprefs our Thoughts juftly, 'tis 
unpoffible that the Reader (hould not be moved ; 
becaufe all men have a natural propenfity to Truth : 
fo that what is really falfe, can pleafe no longer than 
we are dazled with the appearance of Truth, under 
which it ventures abroad. 

So then if the Expreflion be mean, it will foon 
prefent a great number of the like to your Mind : 
but if it be fimple, do what you will, it will not be 
in your power to find out a better, unlefs your Wit 
or your Experience in the Art of Writing be fu- 
periour to that of the Author. For this Simplicity 
has different degrees of perfeftion, as well as every 
thing elfe. 

But if we defign to profit by what we have already 
laid down, we ought to know the defefts that are to 
be found in the moft perfeft Authors : for it is not 
my defign here to inftrudt ordinary perfons, but 
make fome Remarks for the entertainment qf the 
Curious, 

The firft is. That we ought not to be too lavijh of y 
our Metaphors^ nor carry them too far. We are 
very much wean*d firom them in this Age : and fmce 
the world has got. a true tafte of Eloquence, this 
pompous heap of glittering Nothings has been hifs'd 
off the Stage. The learned men of the laft Age, 
who fell into this vein by reading fame of the 
Ancients, thought their Stile was adorned and fet 
qff by Metaphors. Thus in ftiort, their Eloquence 
was ^ fantaftical as their other Opinions. 

0^3 Wljci\ 
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When that profound Darknefs wherein the fore- 
gping Ages were in a manner lulPd afleep, b^an to 
vanifh, we awaken'd all on the ftidden, and our 
Judgments were not fuffidendy enlightened, ta 
know which was the bcft way to take. 

The ufe of figurative and metaphorical Expref- 
fions grew out of date, from the very moment, that 
we b^un to difcem more clearly how we ought tt> 
C3Cprels oiu" felves. 

The French Genius, which is lively, natural, and 
plam, cannot endure thefe languifliing, amficial and 
perplexed Difcourles. Neverthelefs, we ftill retain 
fome Metaphors, and are not difpleafed to fee flame^ 
in Anger and Love ; but thefe Expreffions are be- 
come proper and literal, and can deceive no body. 
The fecond Remark is ; That 'tis an infufferabh 
^ fault to pafs from a Metaphor we have begun withj 
to a new one^ and fo to connedk Images, which have 
no agreement with one another. When a man takes 
care to write well, he knows how to continue, and 
carry on the lame Idea j / pity him^ fays the Au- 
thor of the Charadbers, I give him for loftj he is cajk 
awa'j. JVe ought to Jleer our eourfe otherwife^ if we 
intend to arrive at the delightfome Port of Felicity *. 

You fee he mixes nothing that is foreign with the 
§rft Image he chofe, to exprefs the Thoi^hts of a 
rich man upon the conduft of a Philofophei*. The 
latter is reprefented as it were at Sea. The rich man 
forelccs that he will be /hipwreck'd. He thinks he 
is put of his way. IJe judges that ht fleers bis eourfe 
dmifsj and that he will never arrive at the Port of 
Happinefs. There is hot one term in all this, which 
is not ally'd with the i:eft. Now this AutJior had 
committed an unpardonable fault, if after all thefe 
Metaphors borrowed from Navigation, he had faid, 
// is not thus that a mm ought to fail near the windy 

and 

V 

' t ^ 

Jl Mr. la BrHftri, 
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and huild his Fortune, This tteW Imige of ButlAng^ 
join'd to thofe taken from the Sea, ii^hidi went be- 
fore, would have fpoiled all ; whereas it being aii 
of a piece, the Mfcourfe is clear and eajy. 

The third Remal-k is not much different from 
this , and teaches us never to ptifs from one ptrfon to 
another in the fame Period. The fame obtervation 
will hold good as to the Numbers^ and what thtt 
Grammarians call Moods and Tenfes of Verbs. 

I will give an Example of this out of ^ Authot 
who fe extreamly regular in this Method and Stile. 
All human things^ fays this accurate Writer, are tf 
no long Duration. He fhould have ftopt here ; but 
he was refolved to make it a Period. So he adds, 
jind this perpetual Motion of Creatures. (You may 
here take notice that he palfes from a Subjeft inde- 
finite. All human things^ to one which is determined. 
And this perpetual Motion of Creatur^s^ which are 
only connefted by the Conjunftion, and not at al^ 
by the Senfe.) He continues^ which fucceed one a- 
nother^ (This adds an Image altogether unneceflary, 
fince it was fufficiendy hinted b^re by the defeft 
of Duration, and the perpetual Motion) render^ as 
it were^ a continual Homage to the Immutability of 
GOD, who alone is always the fame. I fay, that 
thefe long-tail'd Periods are always intricate, cort- 
fufed and fuperfluous ; and that this is the Stile, not 
of an Orator, but a Declaimer. 

All this might have been exprefs'd as follows : All 
human things are of no long Duration, and render^ as 
it were, a continual Homage to the Immutability of 
GOD. And yet fome are fo extreamly nice, that 
they will not allow a man to join an afHrmatiye 
Propofition fo clofe with a negative. 

I fay nothing of the Homage that Motion ren- 
ders to Immutabtttty. *Tis a ^ibble which figni-. 
fies nothipg to my purpofe. 
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But to quit this Digrcffion, if our exafteft Au- 
thors fall under thefe faults, how can thofe of a 
lower Clafs efcape them ? They will cenfure thefe 
Remarks perhaps as too fevere, becaufe they know 
they are not able to write up to them. All 1 can do 
in their favour, is, to propofe no more of *em. 

At prefent we wholly amufe our felves with Ob- 
fervations upon pur Tongue, and the heighth of our 
Criticifm is barely to examine, if a Term be well 
ufed, and how long it has been in vogue : but tell 
me, I befecch you, may we not carry our enquiries, 
much farther ? Can a Book be faid to be perfed, 
when there is nothing good in it but the Language ? 
If this is your opinion, 'tis an eafy matter to con-r 
tent yoti : but a great many men are more difficult, 
becaufe they have a nicer palate. 
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CHAP. II. 
Of the Cleannefs of Exprejpon. 

I Was formerly too indulgent, and now perhaps 
I am too fevere. In the heat of Youth, and the 
firft tranfports of Paflion, we are ftrangers to the 
difcreet coldnefs of a more advanced Age. We are 
pleafed to find thofe Authors, who have been ad- 
mired both by the Ancients and Moderns, guilty of 
the fame follies, to which our inclinations lead us. 

'The licentioufnels of Petronius's Stile, does 
not then Ihock our nature, nor offend our mgdefly : 
and as if there was not obfcenity enough in his Frag- 
ments, we regret the lofs of what is wanting with 
as lively a concern, as if we had loft the only Book 
that could preferve decency, and good manners in 
the world. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps I make thefe refledtions fomewhat of the 
latell 9 but it ufually happens, when we have arri- 
ved at our journey's end, and come to talk of our 
travels, that then, and only then, we perceive wc 
went out of our way. 

This is one fort of going out of our way, and I 
don't know whether there can be a groil&r, than to 
treat all one's contemporaries, nay, all thoie that 
fhall come after us, with bare-faced ribbaldry. 
This can proceed from nothing but ignorance. Such 
Writers don't know, at leaft they don't confider^ 
that there is a fecret pride in the bortom of our 
Souls, which makes us look upon too licentious a 
converfation, to proceed from a want of refpedt. 
To this pride we are obliged, that thofe fplendid- 
names of Glory, Decency, and common Civility, 
are ftill preferved. 

But tho' Pride were lilent, and a way were found 
out to make it hold its peace, (which I confefs wou'd 
be a difficult matter) yet Viitue would not hold her 
tongue ; Ihe is not yet fo utterly abandoned by 
mankind, but that they ftill pay a great refpeftand 
veneration to her. The modefty of one whole Sex 
will be always armed in her defence ; and the greateft 
part of the imployments of the men are only for her 
fake, 

Pleafure itfelf, I fpeak of lawful and indifferent 
Pleafure, difcredits every man that follows it to ex- 
cels, or procures it for another. And therefore, I 
know no Satire, included in one word, more ftab- 
bing, than that of being called. The Comptroller of 
Nero'j Pleafures. 

Since I declare fo freely againft my felf, by re- 
trafting what I have formerly faid in favour ot Pe- 
T RON I us ; no one can expeft that I Ihould fpare the 
raillery of Cicero in his Oration for Gjelius. 
*Tis true, this celebrated Mafter of Eloquence was 
brought up m bufincfs, and knew the world j I own 

that 
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tbat he railed himfi^ by his merit much above fai$ 
birch i and that he was not inferior in d^nicy to 
PoMFXT and Cjbsar. But certainly he f<M^ot 
himfeif, when he lb far indulged his natural propen* 
fity to raillery, as to reproach O.0DIA in foil Sc* 
mte, that Ihe made her younger Brother lie with 
her, propter noSurnos quo/dam metus. They did lee 
ea£Uiy through the Equivocation : but I wonder that 
fb great a man Ihould tax CiELius with fo abcmiin* 
abk a crime only by way of irony, if he believed 
it to be true ; or that he mould take the liberty to. 
accufe him of it, if he believed it not. 

It were to be wiflied, that what has been always 
fought to be the effential Ingredient of Orators, 
were likewifc required in all Authors^ not excepting 
the Poets : Virum bonum Oratorem effe oportet. 

We had enormoufly finned againft this precept 
in our language. Moft of our old French Poets 
were guilty of writing obfcenely : Desportes par- 
ticularly fell into this vein, with infupportable im- 
pudence and freedom. 

But fince Voiture, who had a refined Genius,, 
and converted with the politeft Company, carefully 
fhunn'd this fordid way of writing, the Theatre it 
felf has no longer fuffer'd it. Nay, this liberty is 
no longer endured, even in the moft familiar con- 
verfations ; and if our Age is not chafter than the 
former ones, at leaft it knows how to manage a 
fairer outfide, and to make an appearance of Vir- 
tue. 

Our Nicenefi goes further than this ; for we can- 
not now-a-days fuffer a man to defcribe any objeft 
that is apt to leave an ill idea behind it. All the 
fiivour we allow a fick perfon, is to tell us his indiO- 
pofition* We fuppofe it fome eafe to him under 
his illnefi to find us hearken to him with a little 
atcention : but this complaifance which we fhew to. 
the infi|-mity, is no cxcufe for the man •, elpecially 

k 



M. DE ST, EVREMOND. 25; 

\( he defcends into too long a relation of particu^r 
lars. 

Except it be upon this occafion, 'tis impoffible 
to defcribe fuch things, for which we l^ave a natural 
averfion, without ofiending the company. Howe- 
ver, this has been the faiik of many Authors. 
PucHANAN has defcribed with all the figures of 
Rhetorick, an old Woman. St. Amant has pain- 
ted the Clumber of a Debauchee, with all the (im- 
plichy peculiar to his Stile : but upon fuch fubje6b, 
both Eloquence and Simplicity are unieafonably 
beftow'd. 

To return to Cicero 5 who can excufe this Con- 
Ilil, for defcribing in fo lively a manner the moft 
beaftly circumftances of Drunkenneis, when he was 
declaiming againft Piso, in the prd&nce of the Se- 
nate ? This Defcription is filled with feveral parti- 
culars, which muft needs be very naufeous and dif* 
agreeable. 

Catullus might have beftowed another Epithet 
on the Annals of Volusius, than that of eacata 
cbarta '. A Poet, who pretended to a purity of 
Stile, above all others, ought to have abftained 
from fo grois and fo indecent a Metaphor, 

Martial went out of the way to commend the 
Cleanlinels of his Miftrefs's Lap-dog 5 yet for all 
that, has fallen into an indecent Expreffion, Gutta 
pallia nee fefellit ulla *. It had been better to have 
faid nothing at all of it. 

Without doubt thefe Authors were corrupted in 
their Morals. The Ages they lived in, how fine fo- 
cver we may reprefent them, were fo grofly igno- 
rant of what the Laws of true Decency require from 
us, that they have not produced one Author, who 
has obfervea them with exaftnels. 

But 

* CatnlL Carm. xxxvi. 

^ MartUL Epigr,. Lib. L cp. iio« 
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But while you endeavour to avoid this fault, take 
care you don't fall into another, very common in 
our days. PafHons and Vices are defcribed to us in 
fuch lovely colours, even in the Pulpit, that we can 
hardly perceive what deformity there is in them. 
Thefe Gentlemen know fo well how to conceal the 
deformity and pernicious effedb of Vice, that they 
fliew no more of it to us, than what fuits with the 
weakneis and frailty of our hearts. We fliould be 
too much ftartled to behold Impiety bare-faced ; 
and too much humbled, if we were brought to a 
fevere examination of our own Vice. No one by 
his good-will would draw dowft upon himfelf the 
vengeance of Heaven ; no one has a mind to be ri- 
diculous. But to be frail, to be fubjedt ta infirmi- 
ties, this .is no more than being born men •, and who 
is it that thinks he ought to be afhamed of his Birth, 
or of his Deftiny ? 

I fhould therefore prefer a Defcription which 
faithfully reprefents things, to thofe flattering Pic- 
tures which fortify men in their falfe (pinions, or in. 
their ufual diforders. 

However, I would not have you follow Juve- 
nal's fteps, or alTume the liberty, as he has done, 
to make the grofleft Reprefentations of the moft 
beaftly Vices. In vain doth an Author fo licen- 
tious and impudent, perfuade me to hate the Bruta-. 
lities of Messalina. I hate him more than I do 
her\ and the lewdnefs of his Wit, which is fo noto-* 
rioufly difplay'd in the boldnefs of his Expreffion, 
fcandalizes me infinitely more than the Mifcarriages 
of the moft abandoned women, who are blindly 
tranfported by their paffions. 

I love his Tranflator ^ much better th^n hipi. 
He has taken great care to prefefve the innocence 

of 

» Fsther Tarteron, who fitHiJh*d in 1 689 4 Ttmt^ TitMn/MiB, 

of ynvenaL 
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of his Stfle in fuch ill company. He has left out 
nothing in his Author, but what hinders him from 
being read with fafety. But as for his generous in- 
dignation at the Vices of Rome, his Fire, his Vi- 
vacity, nay, even his decUmatory Manner, which 
was the true charafter of Juvenal ; all this he has 
preferved entire. And let it never be faid, that Sa- 
tire divefted of thefe liberties, is lefs agreeable : 
for 'tis certain, that fine Raillery makes up the 
whole Entertainment in this fort of Poetry ; and 
that on the other fide, Groflhefs of Exprefllon 
and Thought, muft needs difpleafea Reader of any 
delicacy. 

This is fufliciendy juftify'd by the example of 
Monfieur Boi le au : for do we read any of the An- 
cients with greater fatisfaftion .? and yet can any 
one be more fevere and referved than he? His 
Mufe always chafte, and always modeft, purfues 
and condemns Vice after the fame manner that Vir- 
tue ufes to do -, I mean, by its brightnefs and ve- 
hemence. We fhould ftretch the matter too far, 
and be over-fevere to fay that he had done better to 
have let alone the Paflage of la Neveu \ What 
he fays in that refpeft is fo Ihort, that he deferves to 
be excufed, if it be a fault ; and if not, we muft 
acknowledge that he has fhewn us that a man may 
fpeak fometimes of fuch a perfon, provided he ob- 
ferves the temperament of this Author, in one or 
two words, and yet never infringe the Rules of De- 
cency. 

But Lucretius negle6ts this Condudt moft 
fhamefully at the end of one of his Books * : a man 
muft certainly have his veins fired with luft, a bur- 
ning 

4 This PdiJfMge is in Satire VI. thtu : 
£t combien la Neveu avant {on Mariage 
A de fois au public vendu (on Pucelage. 

^ In Ms Fenrth Book, 
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nmg iEtna in his Soul ; or, to leave off chcfe tragi- 
cal exprel&ons, a man mufl be a mad-man, as in 
tSc€t Lucretius was; to tire his Reader with a 
long defcription of the moft extravagant and nafty 
circumftances that attend the Dreams and lUufions 
of a young man« 

The more I think of this PafTage, the lefs reafon 
I find why people are generally fo fond of this vio- 
lent and imperious Author : when he pretends to ad 
the Serious Man and the Reafoner, he's utterly loftj 
and knows not what he fays. Wimefe that Verfe 
which I have often heard fo impertinently quoted : 

Primus in orbe Deos fecit tintor ^. 

That is to fay. Fear induced men to Relieve that there 
were Gods. For if one fhould ask him, What pro- 
duced this Fear ? WoXild not he be oblig'd to an- 
Iwer, The natural Idea which men conceive of a 
Deity. For Fear, like all other Paffiohs, is no o- 
therwife raifed in us, than by the Objedb which ex- 
cite it by the help of the Imagination or Thought. 

But ir I find in my felf the Idea of a Deity, be- 
fore I find that Fear which I ought t6 have for it ; 
then this Fear is the EfFed, and not the Caufe of my 
thinking on it. A man needs no great penetration, 
or reach of mind, to make fo obvious a difcovery. 

If he was minded to defcend fi-om this grandeur, 
which did not fuit with his talent, why mufl: he 
throw away fine Expreflions, to reprefent imperti- 
nent things ? or, why infift upon them fo long, ancf 
tiot leave till he had quite exhaufted it, fo ridicu- 
lous a Subjeft as that of the Dreams o^ Youth, 
which does nothing, even in the day-timey that de- 
fcrves our attention ? 

If 

« 0$tr Jbuhw n^skes. This Himiftick iUth not belong to Lucre- 
tius. It is to befotmd m Ststius (Thcb. Lib. III. v. 66 1 .} j Mnd among 
ihe Fr^gmoms efUtromns, vBo frobMy took it from StMm. 
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If this is Beauty, or Ddicac^, or Learnings I 
heartily congratulate the Grofinefi of our Age^ 
which certainly would nerer bear fa ^eat a fniecbm 
ia any Author whatever. 

I wtih widi all my heart I could excufe that ilkif' 
triousConful of Gaul, I iHean Ausokius \ But 
in purfuance of my Defign, I am forced in fpite of 
my felf, to fpeak of him, nay, and to fpeak DI of 
him. What can be finer than his congratulatory 
Oration to the Emperor, upon the occafion of his 
Confulihip ? Pliny the Younger would have en- 
vy *d him this Compofirion. What can be more inger- 
nious, than the Punifhment of Cupid in thcElyfian 
Fields % and thofe Sufferings and Reproaches which 
the Heroines made him undergo, who had all of 
them Ibme caufe to complain of him ? 

He muft, to the lofe of his reputation, amuie 
himfelf in that employment, which of all thmg^ in 
the world, is mofl: unworthy of a learned man; 
Judge how much time he muft throw away in pick- 
ing up fometimes a beginning of a Verfcin Virgik, 
fometimes an end -, and tacking all thefe different 
parts together, in order to compofe a poor wretch- 
ed Cento >. What fhall I fay of thofe Expreflions 
of Virgil, which tho' they are harmlefs and inof- 
fenfive as they lie fcatter'd in him 5 yet as Aifso*- 
Nius has managed and fortedthem, they are guilty 
of all the Obfcenity that the moft defiled Imagina- 
tion can think of. Can any thing be fo fantaftick 
as this man was ? He thfit was Author of a grave 
and folemn Difcourfe which he addrefles to a great 
Emperor : he that was a Mafter of Wit and Lear- 
ning, as his Books evidently fhew, notwithftanding 
all this proftitutes his Muie, and compofes an infa- 
mous 

"^ See his Article in Mr, Bayle*s Didionary. 
^ In his Poem, entitled Cupido cruci-affix^^. 
> Genco nupcialii. 
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mous Poem out of fercral Scraps of Vcrfcs very in- 
nocent in thcmfelve& 

A man may condemn thefe Indecencies without 
deferving the Title of a Morofc. Many perfbns 
can fcarce fpare Virgil for the Interview of 
iEKEAS and Dido in the Give: 

Speluncam Didoj Dux & Trojanus eandem 
Deveniunt '°. 

Nor are they more favourable to Homer, for 
what pafe'd between Juno and Jupiter upon 
Mount Olympus. 

Thefc two great and illuftrious Authors have 
avoided a thoufand occafions, where any other 
Writers would certainly have fhipwrack'd their 
Credit. If Paris and Helena converfe together 
fli the IliaSi 'tis only to reproach one another. 
Calypso, Circe and the Syrens in the Odjffea^ 
fay nothing that offends Modefly. Neither does 
Ulysses abufe the Favours of the Princcls Nau- 

SICAA. 

He that has a Soul truly great and noble, a v^ifl: 
Genius, an Imagination clear and comprehenfive, 
will never ftoop and defcend to that Meannels which 
I here condemn. 

«• rprpl, -fincid. Lik.lW. 
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CHAP. IIL 
Of the Exa£inefs of Reafdningi 

THOSE Qualities, by which moft people feck 
to diftinguuh themfclves, are corprnonJy fuch 
as they are not mailers of. To ppiire a Perfeftion^ 
which of it felf is valuable, is "ot a fufficicnt Title 
for a man to ground a R^i^t of Propriety upon. 
Pride affumes to itfelf this fpecious Title; but there 
will be aJ^^ys j» v^afl: difference between efteeming 
what d^rves to be fo, ^and a<5bually poflefling it. 

Examples do not authorize a fault •, and I Would 
not by my good-will fall into one ; altho* it be eafy 
lo obierve, that the moft celebrated Authors in the 
world, and thofe that are juftly valued for their good 
Senfe, have not been able to exempt themfclves 
from Erroi's, when they came to defend and main- 
tain thofe Opinions, which they had once efpoufed. 

Obftinacy, tho* it be that difpofition of Mind, 
which of ail others, is the moft repugnant to Rea- 
fon, paffed with thefe Gentlemen for a mark of good 
Senie ; and nothing could be more ambiguous or 
perplexing, than their Difcourfes* 

The Cartefian looks upon his Notion of the dif- 
ferent difjpofition of parts, to be a new Difcovery, 
referved for the inquifitive Genius of this Age ; and 
runs down the ancient Syftem, as a confufed mcdl y 
of Nonfenfe anii Ignorance* 

At the fame time that this modern Virtuofo va- 
lues himfelf upon the difcovery of Materia fubtilis^ 
and the EfFefts which he afcribes to it ; the old Phi- 
loibpher looks down with pity upon him, and i^ 
heartily fatisfy^ in his confcience, that what he 

VoLt in, R advances 



45« PIECES ATTRIBUTED TO 

advances is not a jot more evident and fadsfafiory, ' 
than the Occult ^alitits of Aristotle. 

This has made me think more than once, chat a 
man miift never expeft to arrive to any exa6biefs 
of Reafonii^, till he has fhaken off the yoke of 
dependance, and freed himfelf from the lervitui 
of being; blindly governed by any charader, or 
party of men whatever. 

Some years ago we were univerfally over-run in 
the French Toi^ue, with certain vicious modes of 
foeaking, and w*; muft not forfooth make ufe of the 
firft Perfons. As for inftance, if a Phyfician ask*d 
his Patient about the State of his Body, he receiv'd 
no other Anfwer than that, rhey ' have pafs'd the 
night very uneaftlj ; that "They bad felt gr^at pains ; 
that Tbey were exceeding we&k^ &c. An6 as the 
Phyfician was obliged in intereft to pay fome refj^ft 
to this Gibberifh, he accordingly returned his An- 
fwer in die fame Key, Tbey order you •, They advije 
you ; ^ey dejire youj &c. In a word, this nonfen- 
fical humour, was the crying fin, not only of pri- 
vate Converfations, but likewife of Books. This 
they were pleafed to call Modefty and Humility *. 
But for my part, I think it was Hypocrify and Af- 
fefbition in Perfons of Quality ; and the meancft, 
as well as moft fervile Imitation in thole of a meaner 
rank. 

There is a great difference between other peoples 
thoughts and mine ; and I am obliged to expre& 
that difference. If I am to fpeak of a general 
Difpofition, as for example of that Efteem which 
all men have for Virtue •, I may thus exprefs my 

felf: 

< In Jrtnfk on» 'mhich 4s much thi fame with the Eng^» 
They, One, 9r People* 

» T&f Jt^nftmfii brMight into frfljim that kind tf Gibberifi, m 
thereby did fut on n fljn^ of an extrAorSnary Modefy and Unnd- 
lity. Sit Mr. BhyWs Didionary, m tht Jrtiah of Pafca^i 1^* 
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feif : PEOPLE have fi Jirong an inclination to 
return to the condition^ to which THET were de^ 
fifjied by the Creator^ that every time ONE refleSs 
upon the beauty of Virtue^ he cannot but efteem and 
love it. Now this way of exprefling one*s felf is 
proper enough to defcribe atiy general diipofitions 
of the Mind^ But when a man talkie only of his 
own particular opinion, I affirm that 'tis a treipafi 
againft good fenie, to explain himfelf indbfinitely ; 
as for inflance, when he has received a kindfiefs, in- 
ftead of faying, I thank you ; to come foolifhly off 
with, TH E T are^ ox ON E is extreamly obliged 
io you. 

1 can fcarce be brought to forgive the Book of a 
certain modern Author, for the liberty he takes of 
interpolii^ impertinently on every Subject that 
comes in his way. A Book is a general Conference, 
that we propofe to have with Readers of all fores 
and qualities. It raifes my fpleen to fee him draw 
his Procrfs from an infinite number of little idle Sto-^ 
ries^ while he conceals from us all the Circum- 
ftantes, nay, and cells us in the Preface, that the 
Names are all feigned. He overwhelms us with 
Tales of all forts, ferious, and pleafant, cafuifti- 
cal, and gallant •, he knows the Court, the City, 
the Cbuntry \ but above all, religious Communities 
and Preachers. In a word, he has fupprefs'd his 
Name 5 but any Reader of a tolerable infight will 
foon difcover wnat profeffion he is of. 

The liberty that Mont a one takes in his EJfays^ 
is infinitely more excufable than what this Author 
ufes. The former, 'tis true, delivers his Thoughts 
in a Stile, which is ibmewhat too icot and familiar ; 
but then after his Digreffions are over, he always 
returns to himfelf, who is the principal Subjeft of 
his Work; and when that is done, has always fomc- 
tJiing to entertain his Reader. He is no trouble- 
ibme Holt s biit when Converfation foils hlm^ he 

R2 \m ^ 
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has Friends to keep it up, till he has^ taken a little 
breath. The Ancients he qyotes, nay, even his 
modem Authors, give us a great deal of delightful 
InftruiJkion ; and by this happy mixture we always 
find a Variety in him which pleafes. 

Some People have taken a world of pains to cri- 
ticize upon this Author, by racking his Expref- 
fions, and putting an unjuft Gonftru6tion on all he 
fays 9 and indeed few Books have come out from a 
certain Comer, wherein he has not been ill trea- 
ted K At the fame time thefe very Authors read 
him themfelves, and I dare engage he will be read 
to the end of the World. I will not now undertake 
his Apology, but defire to know what Author is 
exempt from faults ? He that talks frankly of him-- 
ielfy is perhaps, no more to be blamed, than he 
that never talks of himfelf, even when the Con- 
nexion of the Difcourfe naturally leads him to it. 

But not to enter into a larger Difcuffion at pre- 
fcnt, I content my felf to affirm. That the Source 
and Ordinal of the Exa&iefs of Reafoning, whe- 
ther in Thoughts or E3q>reflions, confifts in the In- 
dependence and Liberty of the Soul. Nature has 
not been wanting on her part to give us Ideas enoi^h 
of Tmth •, neither do we want Phrafes proper enough 
to exprefe it, if a man would rather follow his own 
Conceptions, than thofe of other men. A flavifii 
Imitation is deftruftive both of Reafon and good 
Senfe. As every man has a peculiar Tone of 
Voice, which it would be ridiculous for another 
aukwardly to imitate ; fo every one has a peculiar 
^ay of Thinking and SpeaKing. He that re- 
solves never to fpeak but as he tlunks, will not al- 
ways fpeak wonderful things j but then for his com- 
fort 

^e^fT' ^ Ir^'^'^ w their Art df TlOnking, andTi^thtp 
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fort he will fay nothing tl>at niay draw a juft Cen- 
fiire upon him. No one is obliged to think beyond 
his capacity, and we never tranfgrefs the bounds of' 
good Senfe, but when we aim to go beyond it. 

I don't fay this with an intention to excufe Lazi-* 
nefe or Stupidity ; for when we know how to make 
a right ufe of Nature's Gifts, they will grow up 
with Time : and that Doftor, fo much cried up in 
the Schools ^, of which he is now the Head, made 
but a forry figure in the firft years of his Studies. 
It was his happinefs that he had nothing to do but 
to follow a beaten road : that barbarous Age where- 
in he appeared, had no true tafte either of Lan^^ 
guages, or polite Learning. *Twas ejiough to lay 
down a train of Propofitions, with their feveral 
Proofs, for the benefit of the Monks and fecular 
Priefts, All that they aimed at then, was to cure 
the Groflhels of theu* Ignorance, as well as they 
could. 

To excel in this excellent fort of Learning, there 
was more need of Solidity than Wit, or quicknefs of 
parts. The fublil Do£for^^ who followed foon after, 
had like to have fpoiled all, by fpinning his Cob-^ 
webs too fine ; tho* I cannot tell what this Genius 
would not have been capable of undertaking, had he 
oot been Ihackled by the forms of the Age he 
lived in, which oblig'd him to vary from the method 
of Peter Lombard, the Mafter of the Scholaf- 
tick Queftioas, who has been fince fo little regarded. 
^Xi§ true^that there are Revolutions in the Repub* 
iick of letters, as well as in all other States ; Things, 
Fafliions and Humours have their certain period of 
duration. 

Tis wifdom to comply with the times we live in. 
All wife men have done it. This fits us for Convcr* 
^tion; however,one would not carry this compliance 

^ Thomas AquvM^^ 
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fo for, as to facrilice the liberty of one's Reafon, If 
a man proportions the Tone oi his Voice to the Ear 
of his Auditors j and if it would be ridiculous to cry 
out in die prefcnce of a few people, as loud as be- 
fore a numerous Aflembly 5 certainly the meafures 
of things, and the ways of propoflng them, fhouid 
be taken from the different di^fition of the Times 
wherein we fpeak, 

.. I don't fuppofe that a man is always the fame % 
for too many occafions contribute to make him 
yary. The fame Revolution which makes one Age 
fucceed another, introduces a new fcene of Manners, 
We muft fubmit to fo powerful an Influence, unlefi 
€Hir Quality or Employments place us above it : 4ar 
unle& we feel in our felves ftrength of Genius enough 
to change the inclination of our Age. 

Thus we have known fbme Kings, who by the 
profound Wifdom they have (hewn in all their Ac- 
tions, have baniihed BufFoonry, Affeftation, and 
all fuch ridiculous Follies out of their Courts. We 
have fecn fome Minifters, who by their Vigilance 
and Aftivity have rouzed the moft lazy Courtiers, 
a^id made them, out of emulation, apply themfelvca 
to the moft ufcftil, and ferious Affairs of State. In 
like manner we have feen the great Orators of our 
Age, hy their folid manly Eloquence, banifli from 
all pubhck Harangues, thofe wretched Points, Quib-. 
bles, and falfe Thoughts, which were foL much ad- 
mir*d in the laft Age, 

But a man muft be truly great, to be able ta 
change and reconcile fo many different Palates. This 
is a conqueft that carries its own reward along with 
it ; and the fingle Thought of following one's felf 
alone, and obliging others to follow us, is of he- 
roick extracaion. 

Not to fubmit one's Judgment to that of another, 
comes very near it. He is a bold man that dares, 
walk by himfelf; cfpecially now-a-days, when our 

Bocks 
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Books of Morality are filled with nothing elfe but 
the dcfedls and errors of Mankind. The Avenues to 
Truth feem to be Ihut up, and we find nothing on 
all fides but inevitable Miftakes. 

But what influence can Errors have over men of 
i^fbludon, who laughing at the Difputes of the fe- 
veral Parties that divide the world, only confult 
themfelves, when they defire to be Informed ? 

What fatisfaftion doth not fuch a man find in 
difcovering the Truth, which is comprehended in 
the Idea that Nature gives us of every thing ? 

The reafon why fo many Difcourfes, either fpoken 
or written, have failed of perfuading, is, becaufe 
few Perfons eftablifhed them upon thofe Principles, 
of whofe truth all men are inwardly convinced. 

The whole myftery of Perfuafion confifts in our 
building folely upon thefe fundamental Truths, No- 
thing can convince a man but himfelf. Conviftions 
by Inftruftion don't laft, and produce little or no 
effeft. But when you have once made a man be- 
lieve, that his opinion is the fame with yours in the 
main, and put tliis compliment upon his Underftand* 
ing, you may manage, and lead him as far as you 
fee tonvenient. 

At the fame time I would advife you carefully to 
avoid the fault of a certain celebrated Author ^, who 
would oblige all men to have the fame Conceptions 
of every thing as he himfelf has. PolTibly upon fomc 
other occafion I may take him to task, but I migh^ 
tily wonder, that a powerful Society, whom he has 
not fpared, fhould flill efleem him. 

I mufl farther add, that I cannot believe him, 
where he fays, that men never mjflake when from 
any Principle or Definition, they deduce Confe- 
quences which ar^ contained in it ; for,^ if we care-t 
fully obferve it, we fhaU find that miftakes of Judg-t 
merit chiefly arife fi-om thence^ Thus, inltead o^ 

J Mr. WcQhi 40k(^ ^ tb* Art of TWpki«g;< 
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being of his opinion, and afferting, that men mU 
(lake in the Principles, andnotinthcO^nfequences, 
I maintain on the other hand, that we are deceived 
in the Q)nfequences, particularly, when they don*t 
immediately flow from the Principles* 

But it was for the intereft of his Work to difcrcdit 
the Rules of Aristotle's Logick. As for me 
who lie under no manner of obligation to conuncnd 
them, I am however very fenfible that they may be 
of great fervice, to fliow men of weak Judgment, 
when they do not reafon juftly, and draw their 
Confequcnces aright. But who does not perceive 
this, as well as my felf ? Is it not the very fame 
thing that Horace formerly recommended, when 
Jie laid it down as the firft and moft important Pre-v 
cept of the jirt of Poeir% (from whence we may 
draw Rules for all other forts of Writings) that we, 
fhould carefully preferve Unity ? Sitjimplex quadvis 
duntaxat fcf unum. This Unity fo admired by the 
Antients, what is it elfe but exadbiefs of Reafoning ? 

If you want to be farther perfuaded of this Truth, 
confider but s.. little of Horace's odd Image, in 
the beginning of that admirable EpifUe, his Art of 
Poetry : can any thing be more monfltroufly ridicu-. 
lous, than the difproportion between the different 
Members that compofe that fantaftical Figure ? 

In efFeft, if Descartes deferves Commendation, 
tiiere is no better Topic to praife his Syftem upon, 
than the connexion, and coherence of its parts. 

I have by me a Book, intitled, Cbrijlian Medikir 
$ions upon the Truths of our Faith. The Author 
I believe to have been a pious man, upon the repu- 
tation he has in the world. But as he writ it in 
Latin, becaufe he was not matter enough of the 
French Tongue, one of his Brethren was order^ to 
tranflate it, and he fucceeded in the attempt well 
enough. Now as a Tranflator makes it his parti-^ 
Qiiar i)ufinefs to acquaint himfelf with his Author* 
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he is better able to difcover his Imperfeftions, than 
another man. Thus our Tranflator prefently found 
out, that there was not one Argument in the whole 
Work, dire&ly inferred from its Principle ; but that 
all Ws Conclunons were indireft, oblique, and fuch 
as did not derive their Truth from the Principles, on 
which they were built. Had he reftified this de- 
fault, he had not properly tranflated, but made a 
new Hece. 

We hear nothing in the Pulpit more common 
from our Preachers, than an Apology for the Defign 
of their Sermon, and for the Divifion or Method 
which they pretend to obferve. But when this Apo- 
logy is once over, the Parfon is the firft man diat 
forgets it •, he rambles, he makes digreffions, and 
arrives at Life everlafting, without fo much as touchn 
ing upon that Method, he promifed to follow. 

This is the fault of thofe perfons who afFeft to 
fpeak politely, and negleft the e^aftnels of Rea- 
fpning. 

There never was perhaps, unlefi we except the 
Auguftan Age, a more flouriftiing Reign of Latin, 
than towards ^he laft Century. But it were to be 
wiflied, that the Authors of that time, who were 
only Grammarians, or at beft but fo many agree- 
able Declaimers, had not taken upon, them to deli-« 
ver their opinions fo dogmatically in matters of Re- 
ligion. 

As they wholly applied themfelves to the ftudy of 
(he learned Languages, - ds not to be expected that 
they fhould reafon with exa6tncls enough upon ele-r 
vated matters, of which they had but a very fu- 
perficial knowledge. If they had been wifer, they 
would have conJfined their Jurildiftion to pro- 
phane Authors, as Monfieur le Fevre of Sau- 
mur has done in our days with fuccels ; and the 
Author of the Remarks upon Horace, may ar- 
rive to ^ twelfth Volume, without being condemned 
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for it The Reader will run through die Anit' 
quities o£ RosiNtJS in him, with lefs uneaHnefi, 
bccaufc the Readii^ of the Poet will perpetually 
relieve him. *Tis a, hr^e and open field, that of 
the Roman and Oecian Antiquities. We have 
fiec leave to throw away our time in Reading them, 
or writing upon them, without any danger c^ be- 
ing call'd to an account for it, by any but our felves. 
But to meddle with facred Books, when we have 
no other Knowledge but what we have borrowed out 
of prophane Audiors, is to ^Stibejfxvi our ^here. 
Good Senfe requires that we fhould fuit our felves 
both to our Subjedt, and to our Reader. If this 
be never fo little negledted, we muft expe&. no- 
thing that b juft and exa£t. 
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OF STUDY 

AND 

CONVERSATION. 

CQnvcrfation is an advantage peculiar to man, 
as weD as Reafon. 'Tis the bond of Society^ 
and by it the commerce of a civil Life is kcpt.up. 
The Mind communicates its Thoughts, and th^ 
Heart exprefles its Inclinations ; in fhort. Friend* 
fliip is contraded and kept up by the fame means 

The Converfation of two Friends renders their 
Happinefs and their Misfortunes common : it aug- 
ments their Pkafures, and leflens their Afflidiois, 
Nothing alleviates Grief fo much, as the liberty of 
complaining ; nothing makes one more fenfibk of 
Joy, than the delight of e3q)reffing it. In a word, 
man is fo far born to be fociable, that this Quality 
is no lefs effcntial to him than Reafon. 

To fly from Company, is to aft againft the In- 
tention of Nature ; to live always in a Solitude^ one 
muft be fomething more than Man, or lefi than 
Brute. There is a fort of Communication, even 
between Beafts. Many Philofophers have affirmed 
that they have a particular Language, and fevcral 
Fjqjeriments induce us to believe it. 

However, 'tis certain, that there are no Beafts 
upon earth fo wild, as fome men who folemnly 
profefs a Contempt and Averfion for all thofe of 
their own Species j like that extravagant Citizen 

of 
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of Athens ', who never fpokc to any one, but he 
advifed him to hang himfelf, and took care to con^ 
trive his Epitaph fp, as to curfe Mankind after his 
death. 

A man muft have his mind ftrangely over-run 
with Melancholy, to be able to lead a favage Life^ 
and always to remain in obfcurity. I don't pre- 
tend to cenfure thofc, whole filence and retirement 
have been confecrated to Religion : on the contrary, 
I admire them. That Principle which has difpos'd 
them to chufe a Life fo repugnant to Nature, ob- 
liges us to have them in veneration. As nothing is 
more extraordinary than the virtue of a true An- 
choret, fo nothing is more inimitable, and better 
deferves our Commendation. 

But it is certain, that amongfl: thofe, whom a 
real Call, or a Fancy which we are crften apt to mif- 
lake for that, have given a diflike of tl^ world, 
tiere are but very few that perfeverc in their con- 
dtion to the end with the fame zeal. The ftate of 
a folitary man, is a ftate of Violence. Natural fn* 
fthft, which makes him -love Society, at laft gets 
the mafterfhip, and everlaftingly poflefles him with 
a regret for having forfaken it. After all, to be 
coficeard all one's life, is that living? Whatdi^ 
fthftion is there between death and retirement, be- 
t\feen folitude and the grave ? 

To live then as man, 'tis neceflary to converfe 
with men ; *tis fit Converfation fliould be the moft 
agreeable Pleafure of Life 5 but 'tis, alfo fit that it 
(hould be regulated. We ought to enjoy it with 
choice, and moderate the ufe of it with difcretion. 
There is nothing more advantageous, and nothing 
more dangerous : as too long a retirement weakens 
the Mind, fo too much Company diffipates it. It 
is good fometimes t9 rccolle(ft one's felf; nay, 'tis 

} Timpn. 
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tven neceflary to give an C3ia£t account of one'a 
^Words, one*s ThougHts t6-^nc*s felf, and of the 
pr<^refs one hath made in Wifdom. A-i»JanrAat 
v^ould reap the fruits of Reading and Converfation^ 
and improve by what he has feen, muft be no ftran- 
ger to Silence, Repofe and Meditation* 

There nnift be a time for Study, and a time for 
thofe Affairs that are infeparable from our Profef- 
lion. Converfation cannot take up our Life : thele 
rwo other Duties deferve to be preferred before it* 
Ignorance fits always fcandalous upon a Gentleman ^ 
his quality doth not excufe, and the world doth not 
fufficiently inllruft him. When a man knows how 
to make an equal mixture of thefe things, he can- 
not fail to diftinguifh himfelf exceedingly from thofe 
that^pply themfelves but to one of them. 

Study is the moft folid nourifhment of the Mind > 
'tis the fource of its moft noble Acquifitions : 'tis 
Study that increafes our natural Talent ; but 'tis. 
Converfation that fets it on work, and refines it. It 
is the great Book of the World, that teaches us the 
ufe of other Books, and can improve a learned 
Man, into a compleat Gentleman. 

In a word. Study makes a greater difference be- 
tween a learned and an ignorant Man, than there 
is between an ignorant Man and a Brute .' but the 
air of the World makes a greater diftinftion ftill, 
between a polite and a learned perfon. Knowledge 
begins the Gentleman, and the Correfpondence of 
the World gives him the finifliing ftroke. 

However, it has been obferv'd, that fome extra- 
ordinary Genius's have pafs'd on the fuddcn from 
the Meditations of the Clofet, to the moft difficult 
Employments : but thefe men ought not to be cited 
for Examples. When a man, intoxicated with read- 
ing, makes his firft ftep into the World, 'tis gene- 
rally a falfe one. If he only advifes himfelf by his 
Books, he runs the hazard of being always aa un- 
I genteel 
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genteel man. Immoderate Study begets a grafi*^ 
neis in his Mind, and vitiates his Sentiments.; the 
converfadon of his Friends muil aflift and refine him. 

^Tis no common Blefling to meet with a faithAil^ 
fenfible, difcreet Friend j faithful to conceal no- 
thing from us ; fenftbkj to remark our Faults ; and 
J&fcreeU to reprehend us for them^ But to be able 
to believe and follow his advice, is the perfection of 
happinefs. It frequently happens, that we take a 
pride in following our own Conceits ; like thofc 
Travellers that lofe their way for want of takii^ a 
Guide, or enquiring for the Road. 

I muftxonfe& indeed, that a man who is fenlible 
of his own Abilities, and knows the Advantages of 
his Mind -, that man (I fay) who afpires to Glory, 
and intends to raiie his Reputation, ought to dread 
even the fufpicion of being governed. 

Dependance is infupportable to a man of Spirit, 
efpecially that of the Mind. When any cme pre* 
tends to exercife a Tyranny upon the freeft part of 
our Soul, *tis a hard matter not to revolt againft 
Reafon, out of contradidion to the perfon that 
reafons. • 

There needs as much difcretion to give Advice, 
as compliance to follow it : nothing is fo dreadful 
as a Friend, that takes the advantageof his own ex* 
perience, that propofes all his Counfels as Laws, 
and with the air of a Matter, that takes from us the 
privilege of examining what he fays, and would 
force the Mind by Authority, rather than win it by 
Argument. Such a man never fails to cite himlelf 
for an Example. He applies the Obfervations of 
the old G>urt upon all occafions. He brings his 
own adventures for proofs, and has f^n all that he 
advances : every thii^ that he fays, is bver-ftretch*d, 
and the fear he is under of not faying enough to 
perfuade^ makes him always fay too much to be 
believed. 
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Yet to lecehre Advice implicitly, and without om- 
lideratron, is no lefs to be blamed, than to give it 
in a ^^de imperious manner. It is our intereft to 
oirercome the one, and to foften the other. Some- 
times we fhould aflift the Liberty of him that in* 
foms us, by accepting his Counfels with readinels. 
Cood Advice lofeth its force in the mouth of a 
Frieid, who is too complaifant ; when he exprefles 
himMf earneftly, he ftirs up our hearts the more, 
he in^tes our attention the better ; wholefome Re- 
medie feldom have an agreeable tafte, and the 
beft-hVnour'd Phyficians are not thofe, that do us 
always *Jie moft good. 

We Vght to look upon our-fclves as infirm, fo 
long as ve have need of Advice. But, alas ! who 
has not iced of it i If the Advice is-^ood, why 
(hould we rejeft it, becaufe it is not delivered witn 
a good grs^^e ? We ought to confider, whether we 
cannot dra> Ibme advantage from it, before we 
throw it afite. Nay, we ought not in intereft to 
rejeft all bad^dvice, left by fo doing, we difcouragc 
thofe Perfon$^ who may fometimcs advife us well. 

At the wiift, though we fhou*d reap no other 
benefit from it, than barely to learn how to over- 
come our nicey, and to cure our-felvesof what dif- 
pleafes us in aether, is not this enough to oblige us 
to give ear to hem, and to thank them for their 
pains ? 

A bad Example may ferve to deter us from evil> 
as a good one tc excite us to what is good : let us 
reap the advanti^gc of it, from whatever part it 
comes, and after \i^hatever jhanner 'tis given us. 

*Tis our bufmefi to diftiiguifh Gold from Earth ; 
we find it feldom pure, but *tis never the lefs Gold : 
I 'tis the fault of the Workmn, not the Metal. 
I We meet fometimes wiii men of exquifite Senfe, 

J that have not the gift of explaming thcmfelves. We 
ought to difpenfe with the defeft of their Expreffion 
j a an 
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and take die benefit of their good Senfe. Others 
have an eafinefe of Speech, aiS go no farther than 
the outfide of things. Let us imitate what is jpod 
m their Language, and penetrate further into A^ 
Truth than they da 

There are otners likewife, who have drudged all 
their life to make themfelves learned, but were ne- 
ver able to make themfelves agreeable men • we 
efteem their Knowledge, but their Manner is little 
taking with us : we mould be glad of impoving 
our-felves by their Learning, but are not Able to 
endure their Ill-humour. ^ 

Our unwillingnefs to bear with this, h&ders us 
from reaping the Advantages we might itherwife 
receive from their Converfation ; we jrefer the 
Difcourfe of an ignorant Flatterer, befor the Con^ 
verfation of a learned Man, when he is /lorofe and 
fevere. The Authority which he ufurp oyer us, is 
indeed troublefome ; but is not this a tfivil^e ac- 
quired by age ? If he lets us partak/ of what he 
knows, is it too great an Acknowlecjnicnt to pay 
feeming fubmiflion to his Sentiments 

Yet I would not have this Submiuon blind. It 
is juft we fhould referve to our-felvrt the liberty of 
arguing upon what he fays : but ^e mull aniwer 
him with a great deal of deference. We ou^ht not 
to contradict him, but with a diign to inftrufl: 
our-felves better ; we fliould cotn>ly with Reafpn, 
as foon as it appears, and give our alfent to it> 
though it comes out of the moudi of a Pedant. 

However, let us not recehre hi5 Dodrine without 
examination ; let us nDt eftabliili ova: cminion upon 
that of another 5 for *tis in matters of raith alone^ 
that a man ought to foiow his Mafter implicitly. 

To be able to pafs a !xue Ju(%ment upon things^ 
we ought always to be upon pur guard ag^tinft the 
Reputation of nim that ibeaks them *, the air of the 
Face, ;he manner of Spc^dng, the quality, the timet 

the 
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die place, all help to impofe upon you. You heaf 
the Cfeuft rfpplaud every woni that comes from 
BXutRu^* biccaufe he fometifhes fays very good 
things; Admu^ticiri h the iiiark of a little Genius^ 
and ydurgteat Admirers afe for Ae mdft paff very 
fliallow people* They ^Srant to be informed, when 
% proper t6 laugh 5 the upper Gallery, which has 
ifo other kfoo^rledge than #hat Nature gave diem, 
judge better of a Play, than our fine Sparks that 
erowd the Stafee. 

The gteateft Secret thert to fucceed in Converfa- 
tictai ^1 to admire little, td hear much ; always to 
diftfuft our own Reafoti, and fdmetimes that ot our 
Friends ; never to preteiid to Wit, but td make that 
of others appear as much as we can \ to hearken to 
what is faid, arid td aniwer to the purpofe. In a 
♦rord, to pradife that Precept of Horace, 

Vtjam nunc Heat jam nunc debentia diet \ 

O P 

t-RlENDSHIP. 

THE firft Friendfhip in the world, is that 
which arofc in the bofbm of Families* The 
continual habitude of being alwiays together, and 
of confkfering, that we att, as it were, of the fame 
blood ; the lame opinions in which we are brought 
up ; the conformity we find betweeli one another ; 
the communication of fecrets, of affairs, and in- 
terefts ; all thefe things contribute as much to ic$ 
production, as Nature itfelf : they corifea-ate at Icaft 
the name of Brother, Sifter, ana the reft, as much 

• HfiTMt. de Arte Poet, F.4jf 

Vol. IIL S as 
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as the tye of the fame blood. For whatever is af* 
ffrmcd of certain <nacural inclinations, which a man 
fed^ at the. meeting of thofe Relations^ which are as 
yet unknown to him -, it is certain that the examples 
ufed to prove it are either aggravated or uncom- 
mon ; or that we fhould treat one another like mere 
Strangers, if We were not to confider them as our 
fecond felves^ This therefore is the firft c6njundion 
of our hearts. 

It were to be wi(h*d that this firft Friendlhip 
Would continue during, life in the fame condition, 
wherein we find it in our firft years. But it decays 
kifenlibly. In the firft place, by the great nuinber 
6f perfons whereof a Family is composed : . for ic is 

!. certab principle, that Friendftiip cannot long fub- 
ift between many perfons, Befides, a man leaves 
his Family in order to eftablifli himfelf in- the 
world. He enters by marriage into new Allian- 
ces : or by profeflinjg a particular Piety, he goes 
out of his, Family, without having the, pleafure. of 
aHopting another. Thus he contrafts on one fide^ 
HI fome fort, an obligation to forget his Parents ; 
and on the other^ a duty^ of loving new ones. "What 
fliall I fay of" the Intercft Which fo often divides Fa- 
milies ? But fuppofe there is nothing of that in the 
cafe, yet a bare feparatidrt leffens fomething of 
tTie fifft AfFeftion. During this abfence, a man 
infenfiblv contracts particular habits, whether for 
the conauft of his life, or for his fortune, or in re- 
lation to the government 6f his Family. The firft 
bond of Friendfhip is fcarce of any fiirrfier ufe after- 
wards, than to make xis exert our felves fomewliat 
more than otherwife We would do, if they were not ' 
* our Relations 5 and to behave our felves with care 
enough not to come fliorfi of others in any th^ 
' that relates to diem. ' ' 

Not but that when thefe happens any .eflEential 
occafion of being ferviccable to them, we t^e a 

pride 
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>ride in not being wandhg on our part, l^hus this 
irft Friendfhip, which is tender in the firft years, 
which infenfibly flackens as we grow up, appears, 
notwithftanding, alwa^^ fl^ong, when any impor-* 
tant intereft is in agitation. For my pal% I believe, 
that of all forts of Friendfhip, this ought to be 
managed with moft care. 

There is a fecond kind of Friendlhip, which has 
alfb its perfedions and imperfections, as well as the 
firft we have fpoken of. It is that between a Huf- 
band and Wife,' when they enter without conftraint, 
into the ftate of Matrimony, and prcferve a good 
intel%ence on both fides. It has fomewhat of 
that Friendfhip which is between a fiiperior and in- 
ferior ; fince the Laws have declared that women 
ought to confider their Hufbands as their Maflers ; 
and the men, in good manners, are oblig'd to re- 
ceive ho homage from their Wives, but only in or- 
der to give up that right to them immediately, and 
voluntarily to pay them that deference which tne law 
and cuflom requu-e they fhould pay their Husbands. 
When people live together after this decent man- 
ner, thev maintain a continual commerce of efleem ; 
they tafte all the delicacies of Lx)ve •» they have the 
pleafure of loving, and of being belov'd, and even 
make a glory of this Friendfhip. I am of opinion, 
that it is in this mixture of Tcndemefs, this return 
of Efleem ; or, if you will, this mutual Ardor to 
overcome one another, by obliging Tokens, in 
which the Swieetnefs of this fecond Friendfhip con- 
fifls* 

I fpeak not of other Pleafures, which are not fo 
great in themfelves, as in the aflurance they give 
us of the perfeft pofleflion of thofe perfons whom 
tve love. This appears to me fo true, that I am 
not afraid to affirm, that if a man was other- 
wife afTured of the perfedl Affeftion of a Wife, he 
would cafily bear his being deprived of her com- 

S 2 pany^; 
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inny ; and that thefe Fleafures ought not to enter 
iiito Friendfhip, but as tokens and proofs tlbat k isl 
Without refervc. Fewperfons, 'tis trde^ are capable 
6f . the mirity of thefc Thoughts. And therefore a 
perfeft Friendfhip, is rarely obfcrvcd in Marriages, 
at lead it feldom continues long. The Ob^6t c£ 
grois Paflion is not able to fupport fo noble a com- 
merce as Friendfhip. After it has produced it, an(f 
maintained for fpme time the fhadow and refem* 
Glance of it. Indifference, Contempt, and other new 
PafHons, (bon fpring up to efface it. Even the con^ 
ftraint one is always under, to keep the fame So^ 
cicty, lef!ens fomewhat the value of Perfeverance. 
'^e lofe by degrees, the confidence we had of be- 
ing loved : we enter into fufpicions, jealoufies, and 
diiquiets «, and can hardly conceal them, in the ne- 
ceffity we have of living eternally together. From 
thence arife miftrufb, complaints and quarrels^ Tkc 
Children are at this time, the only boitds which retaui 
Man and Wife in their duty. Thefe are the pled- 
ges and fruits of their firft Affeftion : *tis an interefl 
that binds them at the very moment, when their 
hearts incline to a feparation. But when a man 
fpeaks of Friend/hip, or hears it every day men- 
tioned ; he is not to underftand it either of this 
firft or fecond kind. 

It is of a Species altogether particular^ Thd 
world pretends, that it fhould only be between 
two perfons ; that it requires whole years to form 
itfelf ; that Virtue alone is the Foundation of it ; 
that it continues for ever ; that it is a perfeft Com- 
munication of all things : in a word, that there h 
rilade of thefe two perfons a change fo effectual, that 
they mutually transform thertifelvcs into one ano- 
ther. Authors triumph upon this Portraiture •, nay, 
they give it finier colours than I do. Notwithftarid- 
ing I believe I may without rafhnefs afTert, that 
fliefc ingenious Painters, who* affoxd" us fuch if- 

iuftrious 
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liiftnous CJopies of FriendOiIp, never yet beheld the 
Originals. In truths 'tis natural for 11$ to take a 
pieafi^'e in exa^erating matters : and the firft mo- 
ment we be^ a Book, or a Pifcoutfe, we forget 
th^t Qur Herpps are but n»en^ and t^iat we Ipeak to 
men. 

But a ncian muft avoid likewife p> take for Friend?^ 
ihip, I know not how many correfpondenges he 
meet% in the cwrfe of hn )ife» which certainly jdon't 
def^rve €}iis ^loripus title, 
^ To partake together in fome diverfion, to be q^ 
gag*d iometimes in the lame cpnver&tions, to meet 
often at Court, or in Town ; fuch kind of Acquain- 
tances cannot afliire a noan of a folid Friendlhip. All 
thefe things generally happen by pyre chance } an4 
'tis Fortune tiut produces thefe dtfTereot occafioas. 
What Ihare can the heart enjoy in all tUs, but the 
intereft of fbme pleafure ? and can thb intereft bea* 
get a que and perfect Friendlhip ? 'Tis true, we 
love perfons that are edyt|.* or fuch as are pleafan^ 
and agreeable ; we arc dblighted to be where they 
^re, and give theq[) a favourable reception. We 
have alio more particular re^ds for thole that hav^ 
the reputation of having great numbers of Friends ; 
of b^g Men of intrigue, and of being able tQ 
ferve us upon occafion. For to fpe^ agreeable 
jdung^ and to be capable of doing ufeful ones^ are 
two ]^reat ^eps towajds an introdudtion into the 

mc^ inacceffible hean^. 

But 'ds no lefs tirue, dut th<^ perfons whom we 
only know upon this bottom^ Ihould not put that 
Friendlhip we entertain for them, to too ftrong a 
proof. A man will hardly go to the price of pur^ 
cija^iitt the pleafuK whicn the Converfation of a 
Wit ^oids : and it fe the common pradtice of the 
world, to refer to others the care of fervji^ a per* 
fon, who do A ^Qthinji but divqt us, 

§3 Jf - 
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Ifwt confider it well, we fhall obferve, that it ts • 
this fort of Friendfliip, which, as imperfed, and as 
comm<m as it is, doth not ceaie to form a GvUityt . 
by which our condudl is regulated, and which is,iis 
ft were, the foundation df the publick Peace. 

*Tis that which inftrufb us how to live ; and thi^ 
manner of Jiving^ comprehends an infinite numbp? . 
of fmall iiiferiour Duties, ^ without which the world 
woOld-be in confufion.* 

A Friendfliip more eza^ is a Prodigy ; and the. 
Examples of it are - fo rare, that a man may eafil;f * 

reckoirthcmt 
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EVERY one knows that the greareft part* of 
men condemn Epicuri^s, and rejeft his Doc- 
tritie, not only as unworthy of a Philofophcr, but 
what is more fevere, as dangerous to the Common- 
Wealth, r They make no fcruple to -give out that a 
man becomes vicious from the very moment he de- 
clares himielf 6ne of his Difciples ; that his opinions 
are dirfeftly contrary to good Manners -, and * thus 
they Cover his name with all imaginable Scandal . 
^Q Infamy. 

Notwithftanding all this, the Stojcks, who were 
his greateft Enemies, never treated him fo ill ; they 
cbnibated his Hypodiefis, but never invaded his Re- 
putation i and tne Books they have left us, plainly 
difcover in feveral places the lingular efteem, and 
fefpeft they had fpr him. 
' ' ■ ^ S4 Fi-oitt 

r '. 

» Tffifi Ke^cStlom T»ere mitten iy th$ hfgmms Uki^^tvr 5^- 
ttifiti.^ See his Enceminm ^ M. de St\ Evremend, Vol. II. paig. 
4»7> 4?8. 
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From whence then proceeds this exttaon&ary 
difference ? and why don't we rather follow the opi- 
nion of the -Wife ? It iian' eafy nutter to give m 
true reafon of it, wh|ch is, that we dorft doas tfa^ 
tek>. We don^t vouchfafe to inform our-felves truly, 
but blindly adhere to what is told us. Without m- 
^adngouf-felyesin the panjre of things, we judge 
thof? to lia;beftth4f ha«r(8fthimoflr.E»mpte^liSl 
the grcateft crowd of Admirers ; we don't follow 
Jceaion, butonlytheRcfemblancesofit. Weftiffly 
fetain our Errors, becaufe they arc countenanced by 
go^ of other men. We rather <^ufe %<> belicvt'im- 
J)ljcitly, * than *o put ^sur-ifelver to dife e*pcn6c of 
paging J and are fo ftrangely unjuft as to conclude, 
that the Antiquity of ah Opinion is a fufficient tide 
to authorBe us to defend it, even in defiance to 
Reafdn It felfT '' ' '; - * f i' 

Thisi infhort,««neof(theGaOlcsthathasmade 
Epicurus fall into the publick hatred, and has 

Srevad d-wjth almoft the greater part of mankind to 
ifcard him out of the number of Phflofophen, IWfe 
have condemn^ hiqi without condefcending tpknow 
Jim, we have banifh'd'hinj without hearing lum 
freak for himfclf ; nay, we lave deuy»d & the 
jultice to explain his own Sentiments. 
^. But after all. in my opinioq, the chief and in, 
ri?^r ™?^^^i"r»bfc pretence fhat nieii have had 

Tfl^^^J^^'^ h ^ ^ JrregqlarLife 
of fome Ljberbnes, who, as diey have abufcd the 

^J *«^S^<»§Phcr. fo thiy havo iSined S 
jLepu^tion of he Se^. > ■ . "^ «« 

Thefe people have' recommended their own Vices 
under the reputation of /.£ Wifdom j they iS^ 

JowB^ the crow(^ came over to his mrtv, onl» 



AH 
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* All the mifchief is, that they would not know 
what diis Pleafute was, and what thefe Praifes meant; 
that they contented themfelves widi his name in ge- 
neral ; that thev made it ferve as a Veil totheir De^ 
baucheries : ana that they quoted the authority of 
fi> great a man €0 fupport the difbrders of their iJSt^ 
So that inftead of profiting by the fage Counfels of 
|im Flulol<^her, or correfting their vicious Indina* 
tions in his School, they loft the only good quality 
tiiey had left them, and that is, the fhame of finning. 

They arrived to fuch a pitch as to commend thofe 
very AdHons-they blufhed at formerly \ they took 
a pride in thofe Vices they had the difcretion Xf% 
conceal before ; and at laft without the leaft wtr 
mprie or fhame, ^ey blindly followed the Pl^Rxre 
ikfif brought along with them, and not that which 
he would bivc taught thpm. 

In tiie mean time the World has pafled judgment 
by thdfe Appearances, and obferving that a tort of 
|WOple whp called then^elves Philofophers, werof 
OCreamly debauched, ^t they maoe a puUick' 
jktofeflion of their Crimes, that they cited Epi^ 
tvuvs to audiorize their Idlenefs, their Impurity, 
a0d ^ir Lewdnefi; they niade np difficulty to pro^ 
jq^yunoe the Dpfijipe of uiis PhUofopher (o be penu^ 
dous, and to compate his Difciples to the undeanef^ 
Anlms^ini^tqre't 

Mjlnairi if grqfporcum^ 

\ 

The AfiTalrs of Epicurus had been in a very ill 
condition, if fome difinterefted perfons had not taken 
care to do him juftice ; and freed themfelves ftoni 
Ijbe preiuc|ioe)( of the multitude, whofe Opinions are 
generally oppofite to thoie of the wife« 
; For fome generous perfons have been found, who 
have tliroughly informed themfelves of this Philofo-* 
Pher'^ W^j of living y wl)0 fcornin^ to be determined 
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by die comttiOQ Belief, have penetrated farther lito 
the matter, and after a due inquiry have produced 
very authentick Teftinumies, both of tbe.probity of 
his Mind, and the purity of his DoArine; 

Thefe Gentlemen have publifhed in the face; off 
the world, that hs Fleafure was as feveie as the 
Virtue of die St(^cks \ and that a man who hadsi. 
mind to be as debauched as Epicurus, muft aUp 
for his OMnfbrt be as (bber as Zeno. 

And tafay the truth, it is h^hlv incredible thas 
a man to whom his Country ercded feveral Statues i 
whofe Friends iidiabiced all the Odes of Greecer^ 
who loved the worfhip of the Gods, and the prolpe^ 
rity of his Country ; who was cdebrated for .his 
piety to his Parents, his Liberality to his Brothers^ 
and his Iweet Carriage to hisSaves ; whofe Modefty 
hindred him fiiom meddling with State- Affairs, an4 
whole brdinary Suftenance was nothing but Bread 
and Water : it is highly incredible, I fay, that fiich 
a man fhould ever give precepts of Debauchery, oi(^ 
teach his IXfciples me -praftice of thofe Vices, whidv 
he naturally abhorred. 

On the contrary, as if this excellent Perfon hatd 
been apprehenfive, that the Tide he gave his>Phiv 
lofophy mi^ht be fo far abufed, a» to encourage: 
wicked Inclinadonsj and that mei> in Ai^-age9 
might calumniate this Pleafure, wherdn h^ p]a(^ 
the fovereign Good : as if he had forefeen the unjuft 
Averfion of the followii^ Ages, and die Irregulari- 
ties of fome Libertines that would stbyfe hi^ Doc-^ 
trine^ he took care himfelf tomake an apolc^^or 
it, and fatisfied the world^ that die Pleafurt^ 
ipeaks of was auftere and fober. » 

I am not fo vain as to believe that my bare flfonf 
win be taken for {his, and therefore wil} prciduc^ 
one of his Letters, wherein any one may be able to 
read his true Sentiments. It is addrcffed to one M e-^ 
N^cEus, and now oblcrvc after what' manner hb 
explains himfelf, ^/^ , 
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AUbougb^ my if^r Meneceus, we fay tbatPlea^, 
fure is the End (f man^ we would by no means be fup-, 
pofed to /peak of iffamous lend Pleafures that proceed 
from intemperance attd fenfuality. Tbisill inference 
00n only be made by thofe perfons wbo are wholly ig^ 
par ant of our precepts j or etfe combat them ; who ab-^ 
jolutely reje£i tbem^ or pervert the true meaning of 
$bem. 

By this fingle Fragment one may perceive how 
carfTHil he was to preferve the innocence of his Doc- 
trine againft calumny and ignorance -, that he well, 
fore&w that only thofe two things were capable to 
decry It ; and in eflfef);, as we have already obfer- 
ved, they have ruined lus reputation with the grei^-. 
ceft part pf the world. 

I^ Life, as fober and innocent as it was,, could 
pot cfcape cenfqre, or free him from an infinite^ 
number of jyes and inve£fcives : but tJiole that have 
written it, after having recounted the feveral calum-^ 
nies of his enemies, have immediately refuted them ; 
and at the fame time that they pubkfhed our Philo- 
ibpher^s Hiftqry, have likewife publifhed his Apo- 

As It is not my defign to entertain you with a 
narration of his A&ions, but only to defend his 
Fleafure, I fhall fend you back to Diogenes 
Laertius for the account of his Life; and fhall 
content my ielf to philofophize upon the nature of 
(his Pleafure, that has created hun fo many ene- 
mies ; and e?camine whether it is of fuch a heinous 
chara6ter, that we ought to caflner. thofe perfcms 
from the number of honeft men, that defend and 
follow it. 

To live according to Nature, and not to feel any 
pain, is what Epicurus calls livii^ voluptuoufl^r 
fi^ I ^m «f opinioni that thpre is nothin|^ in/ tins, 
< iij' i- (hat ^ 
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diat defervcs to be condemn'd ; that fuch^a Lifc^as 
this does not merit cen&re ; diat no RepuUick in 
{he world was ever fb {evcre as to df&ppfovc ic. 

To live according to Nature, is to follow n^ 
Reafon. The bounds 0ie jF«e(cribes us, are thofe of 
Innocence. There is noching in her but what is 
equitable and equaL 

rris not loi^ of her that Avarice came into tfas 
world. She induftrioufly concealed gold in the in* 
trails of the vileft element, and wp haye ji^it fix>qi 
thence. 

She is not the caufe of that ambition that totr 
ments us; (he brings us all etfjtal into the worlds 
and fo fhe takes us out of it. 

We don't difier one from another, any &rdier 
than we corrupt her. Do you diink it is flie that 
elites us to pleafures? T|Ie Poets themlHyci that 
haye locked kll manner pf extravagancies in Hea* 
ven, that fb diey might fin widi authp^ty, and" 
who have reprefented' Jupiter weak and yitious^ 
outpf a defigntocopy a Godin their own itrq^ular 
Livbj, were neyipr guilty pf die prdiimption to do 
it. They haj^? pneferved its punty whble and cstr 
tire; ana in ddfcribing her age, ha ve ndt taken no- 
tice of the luxury that beca^ fo rampant in (he 
following ohesr ''' .•♦..- 

Hear what they fay, and they will tell you. that 
Acorns were then the nourifhment of Manicma, diat 
Riven quench'd their thirft, that they dwelt in 
Caves, that they had no Aj^iarel to defeml them 
fiom the cold, aiid that they followed Nature in all 
their a&ions. ' 

' I kpow very well, that things did not pafs after 
thu manner, and that die firft Inhabitants of the 
earth never lived in this ftrange fimplicity, which is 
more proper to the fhipidity of Beaftj, than the 
politenefs of Men. The Poets have carried matters^ 
coo far, but their meaning' was^ thj^t our extrava^- 

ganciei 
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gancies don't proceed from Nature, that fhc ncver^ 
rftcomxnended them to us, that it is not itiQ which 
fays, 

jiles Pbaftacis petita Colchis j 

At que Afra voider es placent patato 

^od non funt facikSi 

Tha€ ihe did not invent vain gaudy Equip^es, 
purple Habits, and a long Train . of Lacqueys » 
and in fine, that it is we who abufe the Gifts of 
H^ven, .an4 the Advantages we have over the reft 
of the Creation. 

What then can be the meaning of living accord- 
ing to Nature ? Muft we abftain from thofe things 
fhe has made us nraflers of P I don't pretend that^ 
but am rather inclin'd to believe, we ought to 
make uie of thenx, provided it be done, purfuant 
to her di&ates. 

We ought to ufe thefe things after fuch a man- 
ner, that we may eafily part with them ; we ought 
to be mailers of them, and not flaves to them ; 
we fhould not impatiently defire to attain them, 
nor abandon our felves to defpair upon the lofs of 
them. Let us quietly enjoy them as occafidn fervcs, 
but not fearch after them with inquietude and 
pain. 

There is no condition that does not fit well upon 
a wife man. For this reafon, I fhall never quarrel 
with a Philofopher for living in a Palace, but at 
the fame time fhall not excufe him, if he can't 
content himfelf with a Cottage. I Ihall not be 
fcandalized to behold him in the Apparel of Kings, 
provided he has not their Ambition. 

Let Aristippus poflpfs the riches of Croesus, 
it matters not \ he will throw them away as foon 
as they incommodp him. 

Let 
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• Let Plato fit down at the table of Dionysius 
the Tyrant j ibmetinies he will eat nothing, but 
Olives. 

We don't at all blame the poflcflion of Riches ; 
we only condemn thofe pcrfons that are mere 
Slaves to their Wealth. 

Poverty of itfelf will neyer make us wife ; it 
may indeed render us inca^ble of committing cer- 
tain diforders ; but then there are others which it 
cannot remedy. 

The fordid eating of the Cynics did neither 
contribute to their tranquillity, nor to their mo^ 
defty. 

Ambition foUow'd Biogenbs into his tub ; and 
there it was he had the prefumption to command 
Alexander the proudeft of all men. 

All external accidents will become indifferent to 
us, if we have moderation of Soul ; that is^ if we 
are wife, and follow the diftates of Nature. 

I own 'tis harder to follow them in Abundance, 
than in Necellity ; and that our moderation has 
much lefs to apprehend from the Miferies of Ad- 
verfity, than the Siares of Plenty : but then *tis 
infinitely more glorious to lurmount them ; and 
the lofs of falfe Joys does only recommend to us the 
pofleffion of folid ones. 

A Man does but faintly, if at all, relifh that 
Felicity which cofb him nothing, and for which 
he's oblig'd to mere Chance. It is neceflary that 
Wifdom fhould give it us : nay fometimes it is ne- 
cefTary that Pain itfelf fhould lead us to Pleafure. 

One that enters the Lifls at the Olympick Games 
with a defign to fight, in cafe no body offers to 
appear againfl him, may well enough be crowned ; 
but for this does not deferve the title of viftorious. 

Storms and Tempefls give reputation to Pilots. 
Had the Chaflaty of Penelope been never putto the 

I proof. 
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proof, it' might luVe been fakl of her, that fhe only 
wanted Gallants to debauch her. 
' Let us not therefore fly the World ; let us noc 
abandon the Court; let us not hide our felves in a 
Befart, from whence Philofophy drew the firft 
men. Let us poilefs Riches, let us not refufe to en- 
ter upon publick Offices. If we are wife, we fhall 
enjoy thefe things without the leaft danger -, we fliall 
fteer iafcly by thefe rocks^ we Ihall behold all thefe 
Obje£bs with an indifferent eye. And if they are 
taken frOm us> we ihall teftifv to all the wotlo, by 
our not Caftii^ our eyes back upon them, that we 
defptfe them, and that we were n^er wedded to 
diem. 

It is fcandaloui for a wife man to fly, and to be 
fubdued by his defires,* which as they are not in 
Reality according to Nature, to they can boaft of no 
ether credit, than what the depraved Opinion of 
mankind beftows upon them. 

I have thus in part explained wherein the Plcsa- 
fure of the Epicureans confifts, what it is they mean 
By living up to Nature \ in fhort, what their Doc- 
tHne tod true Sentiments are. Let us now confider 
whether this opinion deferves the hatred of man- 
kind ; or whether we have any reafon to ridicule it. 
Let us examine whether this Pleafure favours I^- 
bauchery and Excels, or whether any thing in the 
world can be more fober and chaflie. 

If you enquire of Epicurus what it is to liva 
i^oluptuoujly^ he will anfwer, that it is to difengage 
Mr felves from too vigorous a purfuit of Riches ; to 
reftft and fufprefs evil Deftres \ to contemn Honours ; 
to make our felves mafters of Fortune 5 and in a 
wordi to enjoy an abfolute and uninterrupted Peace 
and Repofe of Mind. 

All his Precepts centre here, true fmcere Pleafure 
is only to be found here ; and in effeA we ought 
only to fearch her here i not in a brutal fatisfadion 

of 
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of the Senfes, nor in any violent emodon of dse: 
Appetites. 

It is too pure to depend whollv upon the Body ; 
Reafonis both the miftrefi and nue of it, the Senicb 
are only its fenrants : and therefore wiiatever mightjf 
Del^hts we niay expe£^ tp find in ^)od Eatit^, 
or in the Pleafures of the Eye, or in Perfumes and 
Mufick, yet if we don't come to theiethings with a 
calmnefs and tranquillity of Soul, we ihall find our 
felves miferably dHappointed ; we flull abufe our 
Minds with a falfe Joy> and embrace a Phanton^, a 
mere Appearance of Pleafure, for Pleafurc itfelfc 

G)nfunie, if you are lb mended, all the odorife*. 
rous Wood of Arabia the Happy, revel in the arma 
of Venus, feed upon Nedar ami Ambrofia, enjoy 
all the Pleafures that the moil fruitful Poet ever 
formed in his imagination : all this wiU but create 
vexation and bittemeis, if we feel the leafl inquie^ 
tude within ; and our Melancholy will force us to 
complain in the midft of thefe fweet Entertain* 
ments. 

I will give you an ei^mple of this, that fhall 
fully convince you, how impoflible it is for a mzx^ 
to reliih Pleafure, when his Mind is diilurbed. 

You have, without queftion, read of the mighty 
Feaft which Tigellinus made for Nero, ana 
therefore may recall this great fcene of Intempe- 
rance into your memory, the luxury and fame of 
which make no little noife even in our times : in all 
appeai-ance it was the greatefl effort tharthe molt, 
exceflive Prodigality, joined to the moft cxquifit^ 
Nicenefs, could make ; in (hort, it was impoflible 
for Senfuality to advance a flep beyond it. Ac r i p- 
pa's Pond was chofen to be the fcene of this extrar 
ordinary Feaft ; it was kept on board a moft magnjk 
ficent Veflel, which being drawn' by an infinite^ 
number of others, feem*d to move inienfibly. All 
thefe Veflefe were curioufly enriched with gold an4 

ivofy I 



Ivory ; the Rowers *Were fb many beaudfiil Boys, or 
to ipeak better, fo many young Cupids or Gods 
af Xore/ The Ocean fumUhed this Entertainment 
with FiA' ; and the fevtraJ Provinces of the Em4 
pire with a prodigious variety of othier difhes. Not 
to be tedious, the gredt plenty of it was only to be 
matched with the extreme Choicenefs of the Provi^ 
fions. I don't fpeak of the infamous hpufes erefted 
on the banks of this pond, that were alt filPd with 
Ladies of Quality, I diOn't fpeak of the Courtifans 
that were here beheld naked. The Nightitfelf con- 
tributed to the pleafure of this Debauch ; its dark- 
jiefs was Ovfercome by an infipite number of Illumi^ 
iiadons ; and its filence 3greeabl/^i%irbed by thb 
harmony of feveral Confortx 

Would you now know whether Nbro took ple^-? 
fure in afi chefe things, and whether be parted from 
the B^liquet fatisfyM^ind content? ypii need cMily 
confider : with your felf^ that he cart ied the remem» 
branceof his crimes, . and the remode.'of his'coil- 
icience' about him. : Haviiig >done dus^ jrou'U foon 
conclude tl^ Defpair acccanpanied^^him, ith^t jie 
fufiered as much as the graateft Criminai,' and that 
altho' his outfide carried the ihew of a Triunspfa; 
yet h6 i^ras.a&ing a. t^tt&ie Tragedy \widun hi$ 
Soul. ^ 

If he felt any Joy 'twas^riiat of frantidc perfons ; 
he owed his Pleafure to his Fury, or his Drunken- 
nefs, and was no longer happy, than he was aban^- 
doned by h^ Reafon. . 

I fay the fame thing of thofe Sots that accom<^ 
pany^d him ; for I €2miot believe that either Sb- 
,NxcA, or THRASEAS.PiETus,' Or Bareas So- 
il anu$,'. who lived tip tolNature aniidft the univer- 
sal corruption of their Agey. were in the number of 
his Guefts : without -doubt he had none but fuch 
whom a Life full as irttgulai: as his own made hinri 
.Iwtei ^ wh0 adviied him to aH his crkdes^:whQ were 

Vol. Hi T the 
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the exccutx>m of tliem, gnd b^ore whom hd wa$ not 
obliged to W^ft, :. ' . _ . .. 

v: A heftj of fuch proflijg^ fv^txrhes nevei* afpired 
to true Htpimicfs •, thttf^wjBif^ not one w&:ibah m 
the wbolft.tonipany :. nowPlesfurc has no influence 
on minds ,thftlr m*e co^rMpjed^nd fpoilcd w^ ail 
forts of dcbijiQ^ry and cKefs; , ' , : _'.:. - : 

i • "v'i ' ', ' •» - • /' — ' "^ 

^.:. ^«^ ohaiVf^rit}am afft-fj/ijjlrd jamhitione lat^rai. . 
-1 Hic'Muftirum ijyanit amsrUmSi bic puerortiM^^ 

-' In fhorty jthey lay opbn to all diofe Pafiionar that 
dilhirb the pesbce of /thr Soniy' ; and confequendy 
were not in a condioon too jelifh the Pleafore**«c 

r I coold'wiflithatEwfctTjtps hid been |»:efent ak 
this Aflembly;^ and dcdabed his opiziion in^ tHe 6ct 
cf. the worfdi . hI am confldenli he. wouldil&ve^^fioke 
the tiuths^hefiarc NfiijoLhMnfelf:; that he WdiM 
never hasre ^tdaded deafh, ii7hichiras.liiK)lced.tipOR 
fay jhim ,f)9Jbb:a. th^indidere&tf and 'am a^ to 
imagine, he Twould hMc- explained hinrfSlf * after 
liiis maiincr^3 v. O linfMsame Prince J I tH^ 
fimngeiy ^rt ^bm infcauHt^to tbeiieve^ that Fihajurs 
confijis in InUmprance^ which is as far reni^ifed 
from \dt ^^p^4 i^ tVdumi from true ^lUity! 
^hou drd^s^iiy^ mifdrfMitUt thee wlj^^er fbou 
^oefif. und iA f fight of -all tbj, endeaiimrsj ars not 
able to fur chafe one momenf s . repofe front ■ thy Xldiih 
fdence.. lUojaii^'^hy - tables ^b she m^ ^^a^uifite 
-daintier '>thaii.were ever t^my drink the tnofl \gef^- 
-^ns Wimeslihat Greece^'kni^Ilal'jcanaff^rdx And 
^er thisi} wnllsw in alkib^mfi -ohcniinaMe .^ari^^s 
'^^'Lamiry iM' Incontinmc^: Tthm wilt fiff4 nothing in 
udL itbis)4hati<mn 'fatif§ tbe^ • )and when thy • Bady 'is 
furfeif&hnritJc them, thy Mind tuUl fiiU h^t^mO^e 
^^Jmrcb^tet'-^MAfUre.] iThif^^e- not tht^fhis^^-wifk 
• f - ■ render 
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''Tender Life bappj ; // is Prudence only which caufes 
the fovereign Good ; which will teach thee to regulate 
ihy Deftres according to Nature^ and in this regular 
Jiate thou wilt find what thou wilt never he able to 
Jind in thefe diforders. If thou want eft any things caft 
thy eyes upon this common Mother^ and jhe will give 
thee wherewith to content thy felf eafily. Art thou 
thirfty ? fhe has carefully provided Rivers and Foun^ 
tains in every place to quench it. Art thou hungry ? 
there is no part of the Univerfe fo barren j but thou 
^mafft meet with Fruits to relieve thy felf*. if thou 
canft not be fatisffd with thefe things^ much lefsfhalt 
ihou ever be fatisfy^d with Excefs. Pleafure is no^ 
thing but a privation of Pain. Confult thy Hunger 
and ihirft^ and they will make thee find Pleafure in 
the fimplicity of Nature : and Bread and Water fhall 
fupply the place of the choiceft Repaft thou canft think 
of when once thou haft need of them* At prefent 
thou art not in this condition^ thou doft not allow thy 
ftomach time to digeft thy meat : thy intemperance 
daily layf in a newftock of crudities^ and haftens that 
death which gives thee fo many cruel apprehenfions^ 
J%us thou fitteft down at Feafts without finding any 
Pleafure in them^ becaufe thou doft commit a violence 
upon Nature^ and force her to obey thy pefires: but 
know for a certain truths that they are contrary to 
her^ and that the irregularities of thy Body darken the 
light of thy Reafon. Don't imagine therefore to find 
any relifh in thofe Pleafures thou propofeft to thy felf: 
it is only to be found in thofe that ate permitted by 
Nature. The ambition of SubjeSfs carries them to a 
fond longing after Crowns. If they wete once Kings j 
they would then deftre to be the only Moficirchs of the 
World \ and when arrived to that height^ they 
would be calling out for Incenfe and Sacrifices. The 
Fable of the Giants inftruSls us^ that Earth has pre- 
fumed to difpute the' pre-eminence with Heaven. *Tis 
the fame in all other wild dtforderly Deftres : no x^ne 

T 2 is 
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is happy but the perfon ibai knows bow to regulate 
tbem \ and as this can be done by no one but a 'wife 
marti wbofe peculiar talent it isy fo it only Belongs tQ 
him to command the Univerfe^ He^ and only he^ can 
extras Pleafure from all things \ be alone ufes tbefe 
Delights with fobrietSy and defpifes them even ivbik 
he poffeffes theM^ As for theCy who difbonoureji the 
Race of AuGv ST V Si and who art the infamy of man- 
kindy over whom the indignation of the Gods has 
placed thee : do what thou wilt, thou wilt be alijuays 
miferahlcf thou wilt always carry thy Tormenters a* 
tout thee : thou wilt never free thy felf one minute 
from the horrors of thy Confcience, and in the midfl cf 
the Regale thou wilt not tajte one drop of Wine ^ which 
fball not reprefent to thy imagination the Blood of tbofe 
Innocents^ which thy cruelty has fhed. 

Behold, unleis I am miftaken, what Epicurus 
would have faid upon this occafion. Behold^ how 
he would have* juftify'd his f hilofophy \ behold, 
how he would have reprimanded the Vices of the 
Emperor. 

But fince it is utterly impoflible that the Mind, 
which is the Judge of Pleafure, fhould perfectly re- 
lifh it, if the Body, whofe miniftry it ufes, Ian- 
guiflxeth under any torment 5 Epicurus teaches, 
that all privation of bodily pain, as well as that of 
the Mind, is neceflary for the confummation of that 
fovereign Good, which he calls Pleafure. 

And to fay the truth, there is fo immediate i 
communication between the Mind and the Flefb, 
that it is very difficult to feparate their Plcafbres 
and their Sufferings ; it is hard to comprehend how 
.the Soul can be perfeftly happy, while Difeafcs afHi^ 
its companion die Body: how it can think of Joy,, 
whilfl the violence of rain extorts complaints fromj 
it V or how it can be fenfible of Pleafure, whilft itj 
is prefcnt in thofc very places, where the Diftemper' 
rages. 

Let 
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TLct the Stoicks boaft as long as they pleafe of 
the-Infenfibility of their wife man, and of this rigo- 
rous Virtue that laughs at Pain. When they come 
once to .the fuffering part, theyMl find that their 
Body -is by no means of this opinion, and that al- 
liiotigh thefe difcourfes are really magnificent and 
lofty, yet for all that, they are neither to be recon* 
ciled to Nature, nor to Truth. 

I will not juftify this propofition by bringing the 
exanaples of the generality of their Philofophers. I 
-will not cite any name which they may have;thc leaft 
pretence to rejeft, nor urM any man upon them 
whofe virtue maybe cailed in qucftion.: Hercules 
alone fhall affert the truth of what I have deli* 
vered. 

This Hercules, who is reckoned among the 
Gods, whom fo many exploits have made immor- 
tal, and whom the Stoicks propofe as a perfcft 
model of Strength and Wildom : let us a little re- 
flet upon the dying behaviour of this Hero, and 
conlider the iaft actions of his life. Without doubt 
this invincible man will depart out of the world, as 
he came into it, by doinjg fomething heroical and 
great. To be liire* he'll iiot let one fingle word 
fail from him, that} may difhonour his mighty Ex- 
ploits, or feem unworthy of his former Character. 

We fliall find our felves extremeljr miftaken if we 
are of this opinion. The force of his Pain triumphs 
over his Gourage, his conftancy yields to the rage 
of the Poifon that bums him. He does not only 
complain, but he weeps, he cries, he ftamps, he 
^ngs about. 

jit circumgemiint fetrce 
Locrorum^ 6? alia EuboscB promontoria. 

And after thefe his Iaft effefts of r^e an4 defpair^ 
he quits this world to go and take his place among the 
Gods, ■ 

T 3 J^J 
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Let the Stoicks therefore come over to our party^ j 
let them amufe us no morl^ with their Iiifenfibility^ 
let them not pretend that thetr^ife man can be hap- 
py amidft his tortures, and let them not defpife Pain. 
with their ufual infolence, fince they fee He rcules 
himfelf could not fupport himfelf under the pref- 
fure of it. 

But if they anfwer, that the Poet has been guilty 
of a great Solecifm in reprefenting Hjsrcules after 
this manner, and continue to give different relariona 
of this Hero, contrary to the authority of Books, 
and the. confent of the TheaU'e; Possidonius, 
heretofore one of the Matters of Cicero,, and the 
greateft of all the Stoicks, (for fo this celebrated 
Difciple of ifiis calls him) will fumifh us with a no- 
torious example^and we ihall fee one of the ftrohgeft 
Pillars of the Porch ihaken by a flight indii^* 
fition. 

The Gout which at laft attacked this PhUofopher, 
proved to ^e ^he Rock on which his Conftaacy Iplit, 
{i^ complained of his pain with ^ much impatience 
as any ordinary man would have done : and tho' he 
reproa^ed it by vaunting, that all its efforts ihould 
never conftrain him to own that it was an evil, yet 
he could not forbear to afflict himfelf with it, to 
complain of jt, and herein he fhew'd niore Obfti-* 
nacy than Conftancy and Reaipn. 

It feems that Cicero was fcandalized at the 
weaknefs of this wife man, or at leaft that he was 
ftftonijDhed at it. / have beheld^ fays he, Possi- 
p ON I us, the greateft man among the Stoicks^ fiiffer the 
pains of the Gout with as little Refolution and Bra^ 
very as my LaridhrdNicoHACHv^ the Tyriany whom 
be eftee7n€d but as an ordinary man. 

And indeed I am fo far from believing, that the 
Felicity of human Life is compatible witli Pain^ that 
I am of opinion it would be the action of a wife 
inaij to quit it, in c^fe he were not able to get ri4 

■ : ot 
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Tdf -fo 'Meomfortable 4n 4ttchdarit. And althcwgh 

I'heivt t^ettiehiorypf MECiENAs itt* great venera* 

' tien, and think cbit iio one ought to mention his 

\nanie but with theprofoundeft relpeft', yet I could 

wifli,, tf it were poflible, that fomfe verfes of hi$ 

"were -latterly loft, and that he had never inform'd 

. us, that he was more fond of a wretched life than 

(I dorr t fay a PhilofopHer, but) a man of the meaneft 

jdourage ought to be/ • ' i'^ 

You cannot offer him Life upon never fo difad* 

vail tagleous terms, but -he readily d(JCepts it. Let 

hiiii 'be deformed, it fignifies nothing ; let him be 

jcrdoked, he ftill comforts himfelf that he is alive. 

Il^et hini endure all the united tornients (^ th? mgft 

• violent difeafes, he is ftill contented, if they are 

not mortal ", nay, though you (hould condemn hiiQ 

to -the moft cruel death imaginable, yet, by his 

good-will, he woulcj not be brought to part with 

Life, provided he could ftill preferve it amidft the 

moft terrible punilhments* 

Dehilem facito manuj 
Debilem pede^ coxa^ 
^uher afirue gibberumy • 
LubricQS quale deniesy- 
Fit a dum fuperefi^ bene ejl. 
Hanc mibi vel acuta 
Si fedeam, cruce^ fiifti^c; 

His Effeminacy, no doubt on't, dl(5):ated thefe 
Verfes to him, when he tafted all the Pleafures of 
life. He had never experimejitally known what 
Pain was before V and I c^re boldly aver, that. if he 
had found himfelf in this lamentable condition of 
his own chufing, he wpuld have earneftly defired 
jdeath to free him from his torments. 

T 4 Pjr 
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By this -tis an eafy oiatter to co&je^pre. :fh^ 
MECiENAS was a Man; of Pleaiqre, but not an 
Epicurean; fincc thofe Plulofopjiers had too d?- 

: vated a SquI to condefcend to fuch ignominioi^s 
conditions, They were lefc apprehenfive of De^th 

. than of Pain, and fometimes renounced Pleafure 
even for Pain itfelf. - : • 

: And fhe realqn is, that Epicurvs v?ix well 
judging that the generality of men, corrupted by 
the enjoyment of Pleafurcs, and fviffering them- 

, .felves blindly to be hurried on by their Appetites, 
would not be in a condition to foref^e thofe Grie^ 
and AHlidlions, which would b^ the certain conf^* 

: quences of their irregular courf^ : and pn the other 

. hand, fearing that the lov^ pf Eafe, and an efieoy- 
nacy of Spirit, joined to the fear of Labour and 

^ I'ain, would make them to he deficient ii> their re- 
fpeftive duties, and render them inferviceahle in the 
whole cpurfe of their Lives ; he was of opinion that 
at fome certain times, when a wife man had full ^' 
Ijerty to chufe for himfelf, and nothing hindred him 
to purfue his full Satisfaftion, he might abandon 
himfelf to Pleafure, and entirely rempve hunfelf 
from Pain : but then there were certain canjunftures, 
when the obligation of this duty, and the neceffity 
of UfFairs, ought to incline him not to refufe Pain, 
^nd to rejeft Pleafure- 

It was this generous Maxim that obliged Catq 
Ut I GENS IS to die. For although he might have 
continued fafe upon the ruins of his own party, and 
CiESA R would have been proud to have given hipi 
his life J neyerthelefi, the iKame to furvive the Iqfe 
of the publick Liberty^ and the infamy of Seivitude, 
>vQuld not permit this generous perfon to deliberate, 
whether he ought to chufe the Paii> of dying glo- 
rioufly, to arvbid the Pleafure of living after a 
inanner, which to him feem^d unworthy of a Ro- 
pian. • 

It 
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Ic was this Maxim that ob%ed Regvlus to dcr 
liver himfelf into the hands of his enemies, whtre 
the cruelty of his Executioners was lefi fenfible to 
hirh, than the remorie for having broke his word 
would'have been. 

lit ^was this Maxim, which as it made F a b r i ci u 5 
dcTpife the Treafurcs of the King of Epirus *, fo it 
made him defpife thofe evil Defires which attend the 
pofleffion of Riches, to preferve the repofe of his 
Mind, and the chief Pleafure, 

In fine, it was this Maxim which compelled Ci^ 
C2ICO to declaim againft Anthon v, and to devote 
himielf for the prefervation of the Republick, at a 
time when he might have lived peaceably at his own 
houfe, and enjoy'd all the eafe of Life, and the di- 
vcrfioas of Study. 

There is nothing commendable in the world which 
cannot be reduced to this Maxim j and whatever 
. heroick Addons thefe great men have done, you will 
nnd that if they chofe one Fain, it was to avoid a 
greater ; and on the other hand, if they have not 
pra&ifed certa^ Pleafures, it was only to acquire 
by this abftinence, others that were more fati3fad:ory 
and folid. 

For to what other caufe can you ailign their il- 
luftripus: Aftions ? Do you imagine that they par- 
ted out of this world with fo much indifference ? 
that they rcjefted the pofleffion of gold, that they 
. drew dangerous enemies upon their heads, and did 
not at the fame time propofe to themfclves either 
Profit or Pleafure ? 

Eton't let us do them this injuftice. Don't let us 

impute the efFefts of their Wifdom to heat and rafli- 

. pefs. Let us believe that in all thefe things they 

afi:ed with deliberation 5 and let us not reprefent 

^hem in a worfc condition than the moft favage 

Animals \ 



I 
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*Animals ; which are never fo flrangely traniporiedy 
but that we may eafily tell whither the ion^peinofity 
of their motion tends. 

Cato parted with his life ; it was become a bur- 
den to him. He found much left Piin to quit the 
world than to fubmit to C^sak, whom hedid^not 
believe to be an honeft man *, and much morePlear 
fure in not livir^ at all^ than in living in an igno- 
. minbus fervitude. 

Regulus returned back to Carthage.: had he 
not done fo, he had been accufed of perfidioufnefs. 

Fabricius could not be corrupted by Pyrrhus: 
in this he ihew*d his integrity, he ferved his Country. ; 
and with the bare pleafure of refofing Riches, feaf- 
fy 'd himfelf infinitely more, than if he had accepted 
them. 

In fhort, CicERO publickly reproached An* 
THONV, and declared himfelf his capital enemy, 
If he had no reafon to do fo, he deferves indeed to 
be blamed ; but if he defigned it to cftablifh the 
Tranquillity of the Republick, tho' it were at the 
expence of his own ; if he endeavoured to ruin An- 
THONY that h^ might fave Rome: belides that, 
by this conduct he contributed to the fafety of his 
-fellow-<itizens, wherein his own was in a manner 
wrapt up, fo much more did.he deferve the praifes 
of all the world, and the love of the Roman people. 

Thefe great men in Truth of Hiftory, were 
not of the Family of Epicurus ; nay, one of 
them, in fome of his Writings, has attemptaed to 
confute his Opinions: but 'tis fufficient that the 
authority of their examples is to be found' in the 
Poftrine of this Philofopher ; and let die world 
know that Virtue alone was not their chief motive^ 
or at leaft that what they call Virtue, ought to 
be named Pleafiire. ' ; ' 

Not but that feveral perfons of the greateft bra? 
very have been bred up in his fchool ; y[ho in a de* 

generate 
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generate corrupt Age have performed Anions full 
as vigorous and noble^ as thofe of the ancient Ro* 
mans in the rngft flowifhii^ time of their Repub^ 

lick- 

. Under Ne ro's Empire the world no lefs admired 
the death of Pet r on i us, than they had done that 
of Seneca. The Emperor'fi Tutor did not gain 
any glory by dying, which his Mafter of the Revels 
did not afterwards acquire : and the common opi- 
nion was, (hat this Stoick. who had all along 
jreached up a Contempt of Life, did not quit it 
more generoufly, than Petronius who had ftu- 
died nothingj but the Pleafures of it. 

I am obliged for the honour of Epicurus to en- 
large ibmewhat upon the Life and Death of this 
Courtier, who was one of his greateft Difciples ; 
and indeed I cannot well handle this Subje6b without 
givJ% you an account of him. And befides, know- 
^ iftg that you love to be made acquainted with tlie 
Qualities of illuftrious Men, I am fure you will not 
be unwilling to allow Petronius a place in this 
cumber, and to obferve, en pajfant^ his admirable 
Generofity and Wildom. 

This famous Epicurean, far from refembling our 
modem Debauchees, that eat and drink away their 
£fl:ates, made profeffion of a cultivated polite 
Luxury, and minded nothing but refined Pleafures. 
And as induftry and diligence give a reputation to 
the reft of Mankind, he was the only perfon in the 
wprld that acquired it by his eafe, and fitting ftill. 
His words and adions were very free and negligent ; 
and^as they fhewM the candor and fweemels of his 
temper, and carried an air of fimplicity withtherp, 
fo they were always received with a great deal of 
iati^aaion and delight. 

Neverthelefs this exueiellent Man, very well know- 
ing that there is a time when 2i, wife man ought to 
Quit hi? Repofe and Tranquilljty to fervc the Pub- 
- ' ■ lick 
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lick, abandoned this happy way of Kving, when he 
was de6ted Proconful of Bithynia^^and afterwan^ 
Conful 5 and by acquitting hinifelf worthily in thefe 
illuftrious Employs, he fhewed that he wanted neir 
ther Vigour nor Conduft, but was capable of ma- 
naging the greateft Affairs. 

At his leaving thefe Offices he betook himfelf to 
his old way of Ihring, and afterwards happening ta 
be one of Nero's greateft Favorites, although this 
Prince had none but vitious Inclinations, yet he was 
fo ftrangely charmed by his Merit, that he made 
him the Arbitrator, or Comptroller of all his Plea- 
fures ; and believed that amidft all his Affluence and 
Plenty, he ought not to efteem apv thing fweet and 
agreeable, unlefe Petrontus fim approved it. 

I fpeak here only of lawfiil Pleafitfes, and virtu- 
ous Delights : for our Epicurean was fo far from 
having any fhare in Nero's brutal Excefles, that 
this Prince was in a ftrange confufion >yhen he knew * 
they were arrived to the knowledge of Pe t ron ius, 
who reproached him with them in fome Writings ; 
andcaufed Silia to bepunifhed, becaufe he fuf- 
pefted that Ihe had revealed them to him. 

From that moment Tigellinus looked upon 
him as his Competitor -, and fearing left by the means 
of this wife and hcMieft Pleafure, whereof he made 
profeffion, he might effeft what Seneca could not 
by the authority of his Seft, that is, recall Nero 
from the diforders of his life ; he relialved to deftroy 
him, concluding he had no other way to eftablim 
himfelf, but by ruining him. 

To this end he awaked that Prince's Cruelty, to 
which, as being his predominant Paffion, all his 
otKer Pleafures gave way. He accufes Petronius 
with being a Friend to Scevinus, who was iii 
Piso*s Confpiracy : he corrupts one of Kis Slaves 
to impeach him, takes from him all means of de- 
fending 
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fending himfelf, and gets the greateft pan: of his 
£)omefticks to be chained and imprifoned. 

In this condition, a man of \&s generoiity would 
^ther have flattered himfclf with the profpeft of his 
Prince's QenKncy, :pr at leaft have prolonged his 
life ;o the laft extremity. 

As for him, he does quite otherwife : he believ'd 
k was downright weaknefs or ihame to bear any 
longer the torments of Hope or Fear ; and being 
refolved to die, he fearched a way to do it with the 
iame tranquillity wherein he had lived- 

$0 not being willing to quit Life ^ith precipita- 
tion, he ordered his Veiiis to be opened, and after* 
wards to be bound up again ; and then taking the 
Ligat;ures off as he pleafed, he Entertained his friends 
with agreeable Converfations ; not afie£Hng to make 
any ferious Difcourfes before them, by which he 
might pretend to the glory of Conftancy. 

Nor would he employ the lall houis of his life in 
fpeaking of the Immortality of the Soul, nor of 
the Opinions of the Philofophers 5 but having 
pitched upon a more voluptuous and more naturd 
fort of death, he rather chofe to imitate the Sweeti- 
nefs of a Swan ; and therefore caufed fome delight- 
fiil moving Verles to be repeated to him, 

Neverthelefs he referved a few nioments to difpofe 
of his own affairs j he rewarded feveral of his Slaves, 
and fome of them he ordered to be punifhed. Then 
perceiving the hour of his death that approached, 
after he had ufed a little Exercife, he laid himfelf 
peaceably down to deep ; that his death, which was 
.tiolent, might however refemble, as much as pof- 
fible, one that was fortuitous and natural. 

People, if they pleafe, may ftill talk of Socra> 
.TES, and mightily commend the Conftancy, with 
.which he drank the Poifon. Petronius is not at 
^1 inferior to him ; nay, he may juftly pretend to 
have the advantage over him 5 as having abandoned 
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a life infinitdy more deKcious than that of the for* 
jner, with the ft me Tranquilhty of Mind, and the 
feme Equality of Soul. 

But that you may better comprehend the great 
value of this Pleafure, which! -am here maintain- 
ing, I will give you the Porttaittire of a Man, wh6 
perfeftly poflMfes it; and afterwards by (hewing 
you his Counterpart, put you out of all manner of 
doubt, that JiPicuRus*s Pleafure is to be infinitely 
preferred. 

Imagine to your fclf a Man in perfcft health^ 
plenty and affluence ; innocently enjoying th^ De- 
tights of this World ; his Soul peaceable, ferene 
and cafy ; poflelSng always, and that in abundance, 
the moft agreeable Pleamres of Body and Mind v 
being neither troubled with the prefence, nor threat- 
ned with the fear of any Grief wh'&tever. 

What Condition can you imagirie more excellent, 
or mote delirable than this ? For before a perfbn 
can arrive to this exalted date, it is neceflSry that 
he-poffeis a force of Soul proof againft Deam and 
Pain ; that Ks Mind be entirely difengaged from all 
the falfe Opinions of the Vulgar •, that it be not dif^ 
turbed with impertinent Fears ; nay, that it fiiffer 
not the Pleafures it has tafted to be lofl, btrt always 
entertain it felf with a Tweet remembrance of them. 
This is to arrive to the higheft period of Felicity \ 
where the defe6t of nothing can be pretended, as to 
the full confiimmation of human Happineft. 

On the other hand, let us r^prelent toour fclves 
a Man overwhelmed with' all the Evils that can af- 
flifl: human Nature ; deprived of all hopes to fee 
them ever diminilhed ; neither feeling any prefent 
Pleafure, nor having ever tafled any, nor daring to 
promife himfelf any for the time to come : and aftei* 
we have owned that nothing can be imagined more 
miferable than this Condition, let us at the fame 

time 
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iSxnt confefs, that nothing can be more happy than 
the voluptuous Epicurean. 

Now if you think that this happy perfon, whofe 
^idhire I have drawn, is no where to be found, but 
only in my own Imagination ; and that fo perfeft a 
Scene rf Felicity cannot exift among men, any 
oth^rwife than in Idea ; I proteft you have wrong 
fentifncilts, both of the Condition of Man, and the 
Goodneis of Heaven' ; and I am obliged to draw 
ytni out of this error, that you may no longer mur- 
Iriur at our Mifery, and the Injuftice of our De-; 
ftiny. 

I find this Ordinal done by the hand of one of 
tiic greateft Mailers, placed in the Cabinet of one 
of the moft curious Authors that ever writ. It i^ 
Felicity itfelf painted under the Charafter of Gra- 
ta, for f6 does Cicero call him ; and here fol- 
lows a faithful Tranllation of what he recounts cbn- 
ceirning his Happineis. 

Nhtirmg was wanting in Grata, {a Man ex^ 
ifemefy ricby verj ,polite^ and very delicate) of all 
tbaP contributes to make a man live voht^ttoujl'j^ and 
to make him he helovedy and to enjoy a per fe Si and en- 
tire Ijedltb. For be pjfejfed a very plentiful Fortune 
in the fineft Country in the world ; he bad always 
ftore of Friends about bim^ ferviceahle, pleafant^ and 
diverting ; and be dexteroufly managed every thing to 
the beft advantage of Life. And to comprehend all 
in a few words^ his Deftgns met always as happy a 
Succefsy^ and as favourable an Accomplijhment as man 
Icould wifh. 

I don't believe that there is any thing to be 
'Warned in this condition, provided, no fudden 
Change befalls it. We muft therefore conclude 
Grata to be perfedlly happy, if he can ftill con- 
tinue in the fortunate Itate, wherein we have fhew'd 
hini. 

Thus 
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Thus I have given you, uplefs I am miftaken^ a 
Portraiture that very well refembles the firjft Delign 
which I was to lay before you ; and which you 
miftook for a work of Fancy, and phe produd: of 
mere Imagination* 

Now let us turn the tables, and find out ibme 
miferable Wretches to oppofe to this Or at A. Let 
us compare to him, if you pleafe, fome of thoie 
unfortunate peifons, whom we behold on the. an- 
cient Theatre ; one of whom judges himl^lf jt<x> 
criminal to wield the Scepte,r of the Greeks ; who 
is afraid that he dilhondurs the Race of Pelops^ 
from whom he owns himfelf defcendcd -, who dares 
not ihew himfelf before Men, who dares npt eiH^ 
the Temples of the Gods, 

Let us compare to him another of the fame, rank, 
who making (igns to his Friends not to approach 
him, looks upon himfelf to be fo unfortunate, that 
he is apprehenfive, left his very Shadow fliQuld 
prove contagious. Or rather let iis think no more 
of Atreus and Thyestes; let us foiget their 
Crimes, the remembrance of which ftill fills us with 
horrour •, let us not caft our eyes any longer upon 
a Family which has forced the Sun to go back; 
and which has furnifhed Hell with one of its moft 
famous Punifhments. 

Occulte 
Nqxitudo obliteretur Pelojndum» 

« 

Let us rather chufe Heroes, but perfons full as un- 
happy as the OfF-fpring of Tantalus. Let the 
Son of Amphiaraus make his entrance, frighted 
.with Vifions,^ and demanding help againft the Fug- 
ues that purfue him. 

fFhat do I fee! tVhence do thefe Flames arife ! 

From gaping "Tombs the) fcem to Jlrike my ejes^ 

O 
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D help me to put out this cruel Fire^ 

fn ivhofe Embraces IJhallfoon expire. 

4t me their Whips the rejilefs Furies Jhake^ 

T7>eir angry Snakes a dreadful Confort make*. 

J>^, fee J they come ! Ifeel the pointed Pain^ 

^nd in mj labouring Soul unruly Tempefts reign. 

■ 

And after ALcMiEON has made us fee the 
x>ttures of tonfcience, arid preflures of the Soul ; 
Let PhilocteTes entertain us with the Miferies to 
i^-hich he finds himfelf reduced ; let him fpeak, let 
lim complain of his ill fortune. Does he not paint 
5ut a very wretched Perfon, when he fays^ 

H^boe^er thou art^ in whatever Country knowfiy 

ff^bom Winds upon the Lesbian ^^^ have thrown^ 

Pity a Wretch abandoned by his Stars, '^ 

Who for thefpace of nine revohing Tears ^ 

Mds ieen devoured by Sicknejfesj and Cares, j 

Behold thefe Cliffs^ whofe tops invade the Sky : 

Here tortured by my Pains I piece-meal die. 

View but the frightful Horrors of this place j 

^he Scene of all my Sorrows and Dijgrace c ^^^^^ 

Habere robV d of Glory i^ to a Rock confin^d^ 

I bear all plagues cf'^ody and of Mind. 

And my keen Arrows for the Birds prepare : 

Their Plumes fny Raiment , and their Flefh my Fare^ 

After this let him fhew us the Pains of the Body •, 
^hen his Ulcer being eriflamed, he defpairs, he be* 
moans himfelf in thefe following Lines : 

Alas ! what Friend to iafe me of my pain j 
ff^ill kindly fend me headlong^ to the Mainly 

VoLi III. u i^Mi 
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NoWy noWy quick Jhootings all my Sinews tear \ 
What Racksj what torments can with this compare ? 
A raging Ulcer angry Heaven did fend ; 
Which an eternal Fever does attend. 

Thus in Complaints the day, in Groans the ntght^ 
Ifperid. 

Or if thefe Misfortunes are not fufficient, let us 
heap together, as Ovid has done, all the Plagues, 
all the Calamities that old Fables afford us •, and 
wilh they may light upon one fingle perfqn, and 
then judge whether his Condition is happier than that 
of Or ATA, or of the famous Vati a, who merited 
heretofore this Exclamation, O Vatia, y<?« alone 
know what it is to live! and conclude all with an 
Exclamation of the like nature ; O "Epicurus, you^ 
and only you know how to philofophize ! 

From all thefe evident Truths it is an ealy mat- 
ter to conclude, that Pleafure h not only worthy 
the cominendations of all men ; but that it is the fo- 
vere^n Good, and only End. 

Neverthelels, fince this firfl: Propofition makes 
the principal point in the Doftrine of Epicurus ; 
and as it is the trueft, fo it is alfo the moft con- 
tefted ; fince I fay we have begun to undeceive the 
Enemies of this Propofition, we ought to conclude 
with Inftruftions, and leave the truth of this Opi- 
nion fo well eftablilhed in their Minds, that they 
may have no occafion to queftion it, without being 
guilty of the greateft Injuftice. 

That they may therefore fubmit to fo univerfal a 
Truth, I only defire th^m to turn their Eyes on the 
fide ofNature j th^ Effefts of which are reafonable^ 
and the Experiences certain. 

They will npt only find that it authorizes what 
we have afl^^rte4.;, but it will likewife give them fuch 
clear, fuch vifible Demonftrations of it, thatunlefs 

they 
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they hood-wink themfelvcs on purpofc, they muft 
be forced to fubmit to it. 

Let them confider what this common Mother does 
in the birth of Animals ; that is to fay, in its per-r 
fed: purity, and before its corruption. They will 
foon obferve that it infpires them with the love of 
Pleafure, and with an averfion to Pain j that it car-^ 
ries them towards what pleaies them, and teaches 
them to avoid what would hurt them ; that it in- 
ftrudb them (if I may be allowed the Exprcffion) 
both in what is good and what is bad ; and when 
they attain the former, fhe caufes them to rejoice, 
and be fatisfied with it. 

This is the reafon why our Philofopher following 
the didates of Nature, pronounces a voluptuous Life 
to be the End of Man ; but does not give himfelf 
the trouble to prove fo obvious a Propofition. 

As he imagined there wanted no force of Reafori 
to perfuade people that Fire is hot, that Snow is 
white, and that Honey is fweet, becaufe they are 
all fenfible things ; fo he believed, that to make 
men comprehend the love of Pleafure, which may 
eafily be known by the efFefts of Nature, there 
heeded no more than a bare obfervation of thefe Ef- 
fe6b, and an ordinary Refleftion. 

Neverthelefi, though we have Nature 6n our fide, 
that is to fay, an infallible Decifion ; though we 
find in our Souls a natural Inclination to avoid Evil, 
and to follow Pleafure ; though the verv beginnings 
of our Defires, of our Difgufts, and dLsll our Ac- 
tions, derive their original from Pleafure and Pain ; 
yet becaufe fome Philofophers pretend that Pain 
ought not to be reckoned amongft Evils, nor Plea- 
fure amongft things that are good, and that to efta- 
blilh this Opinion, they bring abundance of plaufi- 
ble Argument?, we muft not fo ftrongly rely upon 
iwr own Opinion, as we ought to maintain it by 
ftcafoa; 

U 2 We 
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Wc muft therefore produce Arguments in behalf 
of Epicurus's Doftrine, and fhew that Reafon as 
well as Nature is of his fide. 

And in efieft, if thofe Philofophers that have con- 
demned this Pleafure had well confidered her before- 
hand ; if they had throughly known her before they 
attacked her, they would eafily have difcovercd, 
that it was not fhe they meant -, that they were mif- 
taken in their Inveftives, and only reje^ed her out 
of a confideration of thofe Pains that fometimes 
attend her •, they would have perceived that thofe 
Pains did not proceed from her, but from the Irre- 
gularities of thofe Perfons that make an ill ufe of 
her. And then they had never decryed her after fo 
furious a nunner. 

For they muft be forced to acknowledge, that 
there is not one fingle perfon in the world that hates 
Pleafure, as it is Pleafure ; or loves Pain, meerly 
as it is Pain. 

Now becaufe thofe that abufe the moft innocent 
Pleafures, do afterwards feel a great deal of torment 
and uneafinels ; and that on the other hand, there 
are certain times when Labour and Pain produce 
and prepare fome fort of Pleafures : this hath been 
the reafon, that thefe Philofophers, who only con- 
fidered the confequences of an ill-managed Plea- 
fure, and the advantages of a profitable and ne- 
ceflary Labour, have eflfaced the former out of the 
number of good things, and then placed Pain 
amongft thofe that are defirable* 

But now it is high time to employ all our forces 
to carry our point. This is the hour we ought to 
combat in good eameft, that fo we may obtain a 
glorious Viftory. 

It is not our bufinefs here to defend Pleafure, nor 
to confider it as the fovereign Good of human Life : 
we muft elevate her above the throne of Virtue it- 
felf, that difputes this title with her 5 and although 

wc 
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'we don't banifh this Virtue from it, whereof w« 
make profeffion, we mult neverthelefs conftrain her 
to refign the firft place to Pleafure, 

In ihort, as all the Philofophers in the world are 
agreed, that the ultimate End a man ought to pro- 
pofe to himfelf here, is a quiet and agreeable Life ; 
Icveral of them have been miftaken in placing this 
Life in Virtue, and not in Pleafure ; and fuffered 
themfelves to be led afide by the gaudy fplendour 
of a Name that impofes upon them, without confi- 
dering a Truth which Nature it fcif forces them to 
own. 

For certain it is, if they would but confult and 
believe her, that thefe fame Virtues, which they are 
ufcd to call magnificent and pompous, are no far- 
ther to be efteem'd than they contribute to Plea- 
fure ; and confequently, that not being courted for 
their own fake, they ought not to be preferred to 
the Motive from which tfiey receive all their merit, 
and iill their value. 

'Tis after the fame manner that we approve Phy-. 
lick, not upon the account of the Art, but becaufe 
of our Health •, and the skill of Pilots deferves com- 
mendation for no other reafon, but the great ad- 
vantages of Navigation. After the fame manner we 
fliould not defire Wildom, which we may call the 
Art of Life, if it were not ferviceable^to us, and did 
not dire&ly lead us to the poflefiion of Pleafure. 

I need not repeat in this place what this Pleafure 
is J or defire you once more not to defpife this Name, 
which fbme men have corrupted. 

You know well enough how fevere EpicuRua 
makes it ; and you ought to own to me that it is no 
dilgrace for Wifdom to yield to it, and tot be re-? 
Ipefted only for her fake. 

We will confefs to you likewife on our fide, that 
unlefs a man is a Philofopher, he cannot be happy, 
^d that Wifdom is the only way to arrive atPlcaiure*, 
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In a word, the weakness of human Nature la- 
bouring under the ignorance of Good aftd Evil; 
floating generally between thefe two things, without 
being able to dilcem them, and often chufing with 
joy what it ought to have ftudioufly avoided ; in fe 
ftrange a blindnefe it fo happens, that men inftead 
of the felicity they defire, get at a farther diftance 
from it; that they become miferable inftead of 
finding themfelves fatisfied ; and that in exchange 
of the Pleafures they propofed to meet, they plunge 
themfelves in Sorrows that torment and trouble 
them. 

It is neceflary therefore that a right application of 
Wifdom (hould draw them out of fo miferable a, 
condition, that its Light fhould direft them in this 
wretched Darknels, that its force fliould deliver 
them from the fervitude of wicked Defires, unjuft 
Terrors, and rafti Opinions, and in imitation of 
{iERcuLES clear an open paffage for them throu^ 
fo many Monfters, and fafely conduA them ta 
Pleafure, 

Wifdom alone performs thefe great things like a 
feithfiitgenerous Guide ; fhe removes the.difficuU 
ties of the way where fhe leads us. 
• *Tis not fufficient that we don't wander ; what is 
more, we muft march in fecurity with her ; and 
i^hile the Winds and the Sea overwhelm thofe poor 
Veflfels that fail without her conduft, others that 
are fteer'd by her enter the Harbour without fearbg 
the Tempeft, 

*Tis in this Harbour tha^ a wife man finds Plea-^ 
fure. Here it is that he quietly contemplates the 
fains of other men ; that he .^ifeovers all the imper- 
tinent Errors wherewith their weaknefs is perfe- 
cuted ; that he obferves witfi what eagemefs they 
ftrive to fatisfy their PafTions ; that he fees them 
prefs forward in throngs towards the man, who ad- 
vances himfcjf higheft in Pow<:r, Riches, and For- 
tviie. Cer- 
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Certare ingenioy contendere nohilitatey 
Noites atque dies niti pr aft ante labor e^ 
Ad fummas enter gere opes^ rerumq; potiri. 

And that he cries out, having oonfidered ail theft 
things, 

O mi/eras bominum mentes I O pectora cceca ! 
^ualibus in tenebris vita, quantifq\ periclis 
J^egitur hoc avi quodcumq^, eft ! 

As for himfelf, nothing difcjuiets, nothing molefts, 
nothing troubles him. He is happy, he fdlows Na- 
ture, he enjoys a perfeft Felicity ; and ih this fitua- 
tion, gives thanks to Wifdom, which procured him 
this Pleafure. 

Let us aft like him, if we have a mind to be happy 
like him •, let us caft our felves into the arms of thi^ 
WifHom, let us fupprefs thofe ill Defires that rob 
us of it : they are iniatiable and dangerous -, tHe^ 
don't only ruin private Perfons, but deftroy whole 
Families -, they ravage Kingdoms, they occafion 
Hatred, Divifion, Difcord, Sedition and War; 
they tyrannize over thofe Souls that nourifh them,^ 
and if we carefully examine the Poets, we fhall find 
that by the torments of the Damned, they had a 
mind to reprefent thofe perfons whom thefe inward 
Plagues afflift. 

Cut vultur jecur uUimum per err at, 
Et pe£tu5 trabit, intimafq-, fibras, 
Non eft quern Tytium vocant Poeta, 
Sed cordis mala, livor atque luxus. 

And thus, fmce by the only afliftance of Wifdom 
we are able to crufti thefe Vipers -, fmce fhe alone 

U 4 ip-iL 
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inftruds how to refift Fortune, and that through her" 
means wc come to obtain Tranquillity, why fhoulc^ 
we fear to conclude, that Ihe is not defirable, but 
only as fhe creates Pleafure, and fecures us from 
Pain ? 

We muft fay the fame thing of Temperance, 
and jiot delirc her only for her felf •, but becaufe flic 
preferves that peace, that ferenity in our Souls, 
without which we cannot be happy, and by the 
Tranquillity fhe brings, appeafes our Troubles^ and 
gives us Pleafure. 

'Tis this Virtue that always comes to the relief of 
Wildom : 'tis fhe that puts in execution what the 
other does only refolve ; and as that fhews us what; 
we are to avoid, and what we are to follow, this 
ftops us in our career when we go againft the Coun- 
fbls of the other, Bjod believe our Senfes rather than 
our£.eaibn. 

*Tis the Bridle that keeps vs in^ when we are poftT 
ing towards apy unlawful Plc^fqre ; the Hand that 
furely condufts us to the way of Truth. In Ihort, 
^t3S die Virtue - without which we can neither be 
liappy nor wife. 

And in truth, what advantage is it to know what 
is good, if we are too feeble to put it in practice f 
To what purpofe is it to fee a Precipice, if we fuf-^ 
fcx, our felves to tumble down it ? To give Wifdom 
ieaye to. fpeak» but oot to permit her to ad ? 

The generality of men are reduced to this pafe* 
AH of them conclude in favour of Wifdom, but^ 
don't know how to live up to what they have con- 
cluded. 

They know that there are Pleafures, the ccwi/e-^, 
quences of which are dangerous, and feverely prQ-> 
hibited by our Epicurus : but they laugh at the 
prohibitions of this Philofopher, and abandon them- 
felves to the tyranny of their dUbrderly Paffioj|is, 

They 
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They refemble the unfortunate PHi£DRiA in 
Terence, and his Chara&er, as it is drawn by that 
admirable Poet, fuits them all from the higheft to 
the loweft. 

This outrageous Lover is fenfible that 'tis down- 
right folly, to endeavour to reconcile himfelf with 
his Miflrefs. He knows (he's a Coquette, and that 
himfelf is miferable. This gives him difturbance ; 
this makes him uneafy. But to what purpofe ? h^ 
does not amend his condition. He ftill fufFers his 
Love to controul him j and at that very inftant 
when he fees himfelf ready to perilh, at that very 
inftant he periflies deliberately. 

*Tis certain that PHiCDRiA does not want Wif- 
dom ; he only wants Temperance. He knows well 
enough what meafures he ought to take to be at 
eafe, but does not put them in execution. He fees 
what is beft for himfelf, and approves it •, but for 
all that, follows what is worfe. 

Behold now the Manners of thofe Men, whom 
we defcribe, admirably well expreft. Behold an 
Image of their Thoughts and Infirmities. Behold, 
how for want of true Wifdom, it is impoffible for 
them to find Pleafure. 

You lofe your labour when you tell them that 
the Pleafure they purfue is unreafonable, that it is 
not neceflary, that the privation of it does not caufe 
any Pain : m vain do you rcprefent tp |:hem the 
Sicknefles, the Lofles, the Infemy that "attend the 
enjoyment of it. In vain do you threaten them with 
the Puniftiments of the Laws, and the Severity of 
the Magiftrates. You can tell them nothing but 
what they know, and what they are able to fay 
upon occafion. What are they the better for all 
this ? They are Slaves to that very Folly they de- 
teft as well as you, and refemble the Greek Philo- 
sophers, who loved to make a great parade of thofe 
very Virtues they never pradtifed. 

Bcfides 
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Befides tht^fe, there is another Race bf'meh\lrha 
inawh are not Philofbphers, but for all that ma- 
nage their caufe with a world of wit and vivacity. 

Thefe people, whom we may properly call thq 
Propteiners of the Pleafure of Epicurus, will by 
no means toe perfuaded to adchowle'dgc that Tempe- 
ran<3e is a Virtue, but after their imperioiis way 
preftefid that all Happinefs depends on meer Fancy^ 

It is ftOt worth the while to enter into a folernn 
difptnre with fuch unrealbhable Creatures as they are. 
The fevereft return one can make them, is to leave 
them it liberty to aft as they defire. 

'Tis fufficient for us to know, that their opinion 
is felfe, and that true Felicfty confifts only in thofe 
Defires which flow from Temperance. 

Fol" 'tis not ohly a miferable thing to defire what 
k difhoneft, but 'tis infinitely more advantageous 
not Co obtain what we defire, than to obtain what 
we cannot defire without fliame. In this view, *tis 
better to be of the opinion of that Ancient, who 
pafling his judgment of Camillus that was ba- 
nilhed out of Rome^ while Manlius was Mafter 
there, pt-eferr*d the Exile of the vktuous Refugee 
to the Splendor of the diihonourable Citizen. 

Now in truth thofe that ftudy Temperance, and 
manage the fruition of Pleafure with fuch difcretion, 
that Tthey find no ill effeft of it -, thofe certainly 
may call themfelyes happy, and deferve the tide 
of Wife Men. 

Their Pleafures are durable, becaufe they are 
regular ; and all their Life is calm and ferene, be- 
caufe it is innocent. 

They have no inclination to. run after forbiddea 
Pleafures ; nay, their Felicity confifts in abftaining^ 
from them. They fometimes embrace Pain, but 
theh 'tis done with a defign to avoid a greater. The 
vft they make of WHdom, is by her means to at- 
tain to a ftatc of Tranquillity j and this makes it 

clear. 
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dear, that there is no other way to enjoy this Ptea- 
fure, wherein Epicukus fuppofes die fovelr^^ft 
Good to confift, but by the means tjf Vif tufc. 

You would be amazed, and perhaps al^y^, i£ 
examining the reft of the Virtues, and brihgihg 
them to the Touchftone of Pleafure, I ihould main- 
tain that Valour dcpfcfids upon h«- ho left than Wif- 
dom and Temperance j and that this Virtue that 
dares encounter Lions, that defpifes Danger, and 
diat without any concem or enK)tion, could behold 
the univerfal Ruin of xht World, produces nothkig 
illuftrious, but only as it regards Pleafut-e, and 
flows from no other fourcc but that. 

For in the firft place we ought to take it fdr 
grantsed, that the Fatigufcs we undergo, rind the 
Pains we fuftain, have nothing in them to induce 
us t6 court them, if we view them fimply , and na- 
kedly by themfelves : that Induftry and Dilig^v}ei» 
fo much commended in the affairs of Life, and that 
Fortitude itfelf, of which we ate now talkii^, ne* 
ver exert themfelves but for fbmc defign and mo* 
dve. 

This is not all ; we may affirm, that thefe Vln; 
tues have been recommenaed merely for the eafe of 
Life, and that the only reafon why we prafttfe them 
is, that we may live without trouble and fear ; that 
we may free, as much as in us lies, our bodies and 
minds from thofe maladies and vexations which may 
afflift them, and to tafte with greater ferenity that 
Indolence which makes one part of Ei»icuRi/s's 
Pleafure. 

And indeed, how can you expeft a man iBiould 
live happy, when he perpetually fears Death ? How 
can you imagine the famous Sicilian, whofe name is 
upon record, ihould tafte any Pleafurfe in the midft 
of his Feafting and Mufick, if he everlaftingly 
dreaded the falling of the Sword, that threatened 
his Head and Diadem ? 

Is 
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Is it not an a^ravadon of Miiery to faint under 
our Pains, and not to have Courage enough to fuf- 
fer thofc Misfortunes, which *tis not in our power 
to avoid ? 

This weaknefs of Mind has it not betray'd abun- 
dance of people to thofc extremities, that are a dif- 
grace and fcandal to Human Nature ? 

What was it in your opinion that gave occafion 
to the Poets to tum Hecuba into a mad Bitch, 
but the Grief that overcame her, and conflrained 
her to imitate the Fury of thofe Creatwes ? 

Had (he fupprefi'd and conquered her Grief,or had 
Jhe at leaft endeavoured to forget thofe Calamities 
that occafioned it, without queftion fhe had never 
pafled from Tears to Defpair, and from Defpair to. 
Rage. 

Liften I pray to the complaints flie makes. Ob- 
ferve, how by reprefenting to; herfelf the miferable 
condition flie finds herfclf in at prefent, and fix)m 
what a height ftie is fallen -, how by this conduft, 
I fay, flie feeds her Sorrow upon the Stage, and of 
her own accord provokes the motions of that Rago 
which is ready to devour hcK. 

O the fever e- Oppreffions of my 6rief! 
JFhat place can give me refuge or relief?' 
Xo what far difiant Region fhall I run^ 
The wild Diforders of my Soultofhun ? 
Unhappy Troy^ our late delight and pride y 
By Grecian fraud and malice lies defirofd. 
Tell mcy ye Gods, where I myfteps muft bend ? 
Who will a poor defpairing ^een befriend? 
Prejt by my Wants^ wandringfrom place to place^^ 
While tneager Famine flares me in the face. 
See how th^ infnlting Argive Flame devours 
Thofe Shrines that once received the beavinlyP$wen. 

If. 
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If the proud Flames their temples will not fpare^ 
But facred Piles the common Fate muft Jhare ■ 

After this, fhe remembers herfelf of the Beauty 
of thefe Struftures, and the Riches of Afia, in order 
to raife her own Grief, and that of the Spe6lators 5 
for who is it that can avoid being fenfibly touched 
with this expoftulation ? 

Miift Ilium then^ the Scene of all my JoySj 
Muft all this fVealth he made a Grecian Prize f 
The rich afpiring Manfions of the Gods^ 
fVorthy their names^ their prefence^ and abodes^ 
And glittering roofs ■ 

Or what heart would flie not inlpire with horror 
and pity, when fhe thus goes on ? 

All this I faw confum^d by impious fire^ 

And VviiAuhy a barbarous ham expire. 

JoveV Altar with the royal Vi£lim ftain^dy 

And Hector's blood by common duft prophan*d^ 

Nvr was this all ; 

But my prevailing Miferies to crown^^ 

From a high To*wer his Son thrown headlong down. 

So that I don't at all wonder if the people of 
Rome were ftrangely affefted, when they heard 
thefe Verfes repeated ; or if when I read them my 
felf, I cannot forbear the fhedding of a few Tears. 

To fay the truth, Hecuba had great reafon to 
complain of her ill Deftiny, fhe had lofl her Huf- 
band, her Son, her Kingdom, and her Liberty^ If 
fhe had beheld fo touching a Scene without lament- 
ing, fhe had been infenfible \ and we fhoiild be in- 
humane. 
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humaii<;, if afior fo many ho&s we ihould deny her 
the reUef of Tears. 

But then, after flie had for feme time wept, vtt 
(Hwdcl nol b^ at all qnjuft to prefcribe bounds ta 
her Grkf, to regulate her Complaints, and her Sor- 
ix>w; andlaftly, to advife her to oppc& the ftreogth 
^ Reafofi to that of Defpair. 

Some Pcrfons that are touched with her Com- 
plaints, may perhaps alledge in her juftification, that 
thofe who would limit her Grief, and not fufaer it 
to exceed its firft motions, would refign themfelves 
up to it till the very laft moments of their Lives, if 
they once fhared with her thofe Misfortunes, the 
weight of which they can only C(Mije6hire : and that 
our Philofophy, which fpeaks of nothing lels than 
Conquefts and Triumph^ would faint under fuch a 
preifiire of Calamities, if it faw them prefent and 
inevitable. 

Now, for mv part 1 wiih a perpetual fun-fhine of 
Profperity to fo tender, fo melting a man as this is : 
for no doubt on*t, if any difgrace happens to him, 
he will difcover his Infirmities very plentifully : but 
upon this condition that by way of requital to me 
for my Wifh, he will difpenfe with me for not be- 
lieving what he fays, nor oblige me to judge of the 
ftrength of Philofophy by the weaknels of his Reafon. 

For without lofing any time to refute word by 
word this fort of Reafoning, which can obtain cre- 
dit no where but amongft effeminate men *, I fhall 
content my felf to convince thofe Perfons that make 
ufe of it, by two known Examples that ought to 
overwhelm them with confiifion. 

Thefe Examples are drawn from two PerfcMis, who 
fliQuld be by their Age and Sex naturally i^ble ; 
^ut who, notwithftanding all this weaknels, prelcrved 
fbch a prefence of Mind, that I almoft defpair to 
find the like among the Philofophers. 

Let 
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Let us confider Astyanax and Polyxena as 
they arc going to die : the one is a Boy, the other 
a young Maid. The Greeks had condenvied both 
of them to death. Obferve Ulysses, who ad-i 
vances J5rft, leading the former by the hand, and 
marching haftily to throw him down the Precipicp* 
&UC fee the Boy follows him with no leis aflurance. 

Sublimi gradu 
Incedit I t h a c u s , parvulum dextra trabens 
Pr I A M I Nepotem^ nee gradu fegni puer 
Ad alta pergit mcenia, 

Confider, that amongft all thofe that accompany 
him, and weep for him, he is the only perfon whofe 
Eyes are dry, and who refiifes to pay Tears to his 
own death. 

Obferve, that whilft thefe barbarous Executioners 
mvoke the Gods to this bloody Sacrifice, he throws 
himfelf head-long from the Tower, and voluntarily 
puts an end to that Life, which he had fcarce begun* 

But now turn your Eyes on the other fide ; for 
by this time Polyxena is placed upon Achilles's 
Tomb, and only waits the fatal blow which is 
to appeafe the anger of the Greeks, and to rejoin 
her Soul to that of her Parents. 

Admire her Beauty that ftill appears fo channing 
and fo ferene. Her Countenance is not at all changed 
with the apprehenfions of death. On the other hand 
this Sun, which is going to fet for ever, feems to 
receive new fplendor at the laft moments of its 
Light. 

Nay, there is fomething in her Air more bold and 
undaunted than her Sex, and her prefent Circum- 
ftances ought to promife. _ * ] 

And to do her right,' fhe is not content to wait 
the Blow, for without avoiding it, ftie goes to meet 
it with an heroick Bravery. 

2 Con 
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Converfa ad i£lum ft at truci vuUuferox. 

And when Pyrrhus has given her the cniei 
ftroke, we find that her laft a6tion is an aftion of 
courage, that fhe does not fufier her felf to fall 
upon the Sepulchre of Achilles, but with a defign 
to make the Earth lie more heavy upon him, and ta 
revenge herfelf upon him, even as fhe dies. 

Tell me now freely, is it now a fliame for Hecuba 
to lee her Children mote courageous than herfelf? 

Tell me whether it looks well for her to fhed fo 
many tears, when Astyanax and Polyxena die 
without fhedding any ? 

Tell me whether you don't think thefe two per- 
fons infinitely happy in comparifon of that mife- 
rable Creature ? 

Or if you have nothing to fay for her, confefe 
at laft with us, that (he had too little courage in 
her I^^fo^'^^^cs, and that fhe wanted fbength of 
Mind to refent them lefs cruelly. 

Now if it be true, that Weaknefs is the only thing 
that renders our Misfortunes infupportable to us, and 
which caufing us to abandon the Helm in the moflr 
violent Tempefb, makes us fuffer fhipwreck in thofe 
places, where we might have rode fecurely •, ought 
we not to procure this fbength of NTmd, and ufe it 
inftead of an Anchor, in order to oppofe the fury of 
the Wind and Water, and preferve us from the 
violence of the Storm ? 

We ought to fuftain our felves by this Pillar, 
which ferves as the Bafis to Pleafure, and to join 
this Virtue to Temperance and Wifdom : and that 
we may live in repofe, and in a privation of Miiery, 
We ought to believe, that by her influence, a counts 
geous perfevering Spirit is above all Pain and ill. For- 
tune ; fince it defpHes Death, and is fo prepared for 
Pain, that it always remembers, that Death is the 
remedy of the mofl violent ones ; that the lefler 

have 
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have abundance of good Intervals, and that it is 
mafter of the ordinary ones. 

The Cafe being thus, we ought to fay that we 
don't blame Cowardice and Weaknefi ; as alfo that 
we don't commend Temperance and Valour for 
their own particular refpeft -, but that we lire 
to rgeft the former, and defire the latter, b^- 
caufe thofe foment Griefs, but thefe fecure us from 
them. 

Nothing now remains for us to examine but Ju- 
ftice, and then we fhall have difpatched the princi- 
pal Virtues ; but what one may fay on this Chap- 
ter, is aimoft the fame with the preceding ones ; and 
Juftice is no lels united to Pleafure, than Prudence, 
Temperance and Fortitude, which cannot be fepa-. 
rated from it. 

In efFcd, this Virtue is fo far from bringing any 
uneafinels to our Minds, that by its influence and 
power it perpetually nourifhes in them thofe Senti- 
ments that render them quiet, and never leaves us 
without this hope, that we can want notliing that , 
Nature defires, fo long as (he is not corrupted. And 
after the fame manner that Folly, Intemperance, . 
want of Refolution inceflantly torment, plague, 
and afBid us ; fo Injuflice no fooner enters the Soul, 
but it throws her into difbrder and confufion, and 
makes her unfortunate, although it fhould not make 
her criminal. 

But if an unjuft man fufFers himfelf to commit 
any wicked A&ion, although he commits it after 
fuch a manner, that neither the Sun nor Men can 
give ^y teftimony of it, yet he can never afiure 
himfelf that it will be alwa^ kept private -, and for 
all the obfcurity of the Wight that covered it, he 
mil ftill be under terrible apprehcnfions that Truth 
will difcover all at laft. 

Suipiciohs commonly follow the A<5lions of the 
ijricked ; and thoi^ the Judges never concern them- 

Vot.UL X fclvcs 
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ielves with them, yet their own Confcience forced 
them to betray themfelves. 

But if any rerfons believe that dieir Riches, their 
Power and Authority (hall fecure them Scoin tbe 
Injuftice of men, and place them above the Laws, 
and out of the reach of puniihment ; yet they can 
never cover themfelves from the divine Juftice. 

They never lift up their Eyes to Heaven, h\A 
their Confcience alarms them with horror j and the 
cruel Inquietudes that devour them without inter 
miffion, are the fecret Executioners of that putiiih- 
ment, which the Divinity makes them endure. 

For what Power, what Wealth, when they are 
ui^uftly obtain^, can fo far diminifli the difficoltiea 
of this Life, but at the fame time the remorfeol 
Confcience, the fear of Puniihment, and the hatred 
of Mankind augment thein infinitely more ? 

Thefe ill, thefe unlawful Remedies, don't they 
often turn to Poifon ? and what we have fbmetimes 
chofe to extinguifh our Sorrow, has it not made i 
bum with greater fury and vehemence ? 

Are there not prodigious numbers of PcrfbiB that 

. don't know how to prefcribe Limits to their Defire 

of being more rich, of having more honours, d 

. reigning more abfolutdy, of livii^ more voluptu- 

ouflyi of feafting more delicioufly, and of indulge 

ing their evil Inclinations ? , 

And don't we fee that the mighty Wealth thd 
Extortion dnd their Avarice has aniafied t<^ether] 
inftead of iatisfying their unreafbnable Appedtes, 
does but enflame them ftill the more, and that tbefi 
people have more need to be chaftifed by the Lawsi 
than corredtcd by Remonftrances* 

Reafon therefore invites all men that have:theii 
Judgment found, to preferve Juftice which the La^ 
ha^ eftablilhed. 

Equity, which derives its original from Nature 
and wlufih may properly be caU^d the Bond of Ciw 
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Society 9 tells us plainly enough, that an unjuft Ac- 
tion ought never to be committed, neither by thole 
that are weak, becaufe they would attempt it with- 
out fuccels > nor by the powerful^ becaufe after fhe 
bufinefs is compleated, they will not find repofe, 
nor the accomplifhment of their Defircs. 

In Ihort, fhe forces us to own that Juffice is not 
defirable for itfelf, btit only as it gives ris fatisfac- 
tibn, makes our Peace more affured, and our Plca- 
' iiire more perfeft* 

Now if the praife of Virtue itfelf, on which Sub- 
ject principally the other Philofophers have employed 
their moft magnificent Difcourfes, produces no other 
efFeft than Delight or Pleafure 5 and if this Pleafure 
alone, which is the end of all the Virtues, calk us 
to itfelf, and attrafts us by its proper Nature •, wc 
may fefely conclude, that fhe is the fovereign Good, 
and the moft perfeft of all other, and no longer 
doubt but that a happy Life is that which Epicurus 
ha$ taught us. 

O holy and fevere Pleafure ! O admirable Phi- 
lofbphy ! What miftake was it that decry*d you a- 
mongii men ? Who was it that drew upon you the 
averfion of fo many virtuous Perfons that knew you 
not? Who hindered them to fee that their Virtues 
are owing to you, and that they fpeak injurioufly of 
you, at the fame time you contribute to their fe- 
licity. 

But happy the men who have been of the Seft of 
that wife man that followed you : happy thofe who 
have imitated him: happy even thofe who being 
bom in an Age, when many believe that the Vice 
and the Pleafure of Epicurus are but one and 
the fame thing;, have had judgment enough to dif- 
cover the contrary, and have at leaft courage enough 
to <fcfcad it, if they have not to praftife it. 

X 2 MAX- ^ 
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M A X r M, 

That we ought never to be wanting 

to our Friends \ 



HIS Maxim has the general approbation 
of the World. The weakeft and the fin- 
cereft Friend, the ungrateful and the ac- 
knowledging Perfon, fpeak the fame lan- 
guage : yet there are but few people that pra6tife 
what diey fay. Is there a difpute about the acknow- 
lec^ement of a good Office, a thoufand men reifine 
upon the Difcourfes of Seneca ? Is there a Quc- 
ftion about acquitting one's fclf towards a Benerac- 
tor, no body frankly confefles the Debt, nor con- 
cludes on the value of the Service } He that hach 
given, magnifies the Obje6ts ; he that hath receiv'd, 
leflens them. The World is full of vain Pretenden 
and Hypocrites of Friendihip. 

However, *tis certain that Friendihip is a Com- 
merce ; that the Traffick thereof ought to be hcHieft, 
but that 'tis ftill a Traffidc. He that hath ventured 
moft in this Soil, ought to reap the moft. *Tis not 
lawful tcfinfringe it, without coming to an account ; 

but 



' IhU Piece was orlgitMlly written by M, ie St. Evr$mendt 
hut it hMs heenfoftrangely interpolated, that he ceidd hardly knew 
it again. He writ this Remark upon ity in the hiarpn^f my Beck: 
Every thing is here altcr'd,- I don't know my icif therein. Tis 
not the fame thing I have dontf. See the Life of M. dc St. Evre- 
mqnd, in the year 16^7, pag. xii.^ 
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but where can you find men that aft fincerely, and 
don't put in the Balance the flighteft dipleafure, to 
counterpoife the fervice of the greateft weight? 

Every one brags of his own Heart ; 'tis the pre- 
dominant Vanity : you hear nothing oftner talked 
of ; and that without blufliing. But then every one 
makes a Rule of acknowledgement for himfelf, al- 
ways cafy for the Maker, but injuft to his Friends. 
Tacitus has acquainted us with the Reafon of it •, 
ViJ that our owtt Acknowledgement is paid at our own 
expencey whereas that of others tends to our advantage. 

He that doth good, becaufe he thinks himfelf ob- 
liged to do it, doth it always with an ill Grace : he 
looks upon his Duty as a troublefome Mafter : he 
feeks all occafions to free himfelf, and (hake off a 
Yoke, which he bears with regret. 

Hence it comes to pafs, that the Offices of thefe 
Perfons have fomething of a Languor in them, 
which takes away all their Beauty. Were you ready 
to die with fhame, you mufl explain to them all 
your Neceffities j ana explain them more than once, 
if you would haVe them underftand you. You muft 
piilh them on every other moment by the Intereft of 
their own Glory, and leave them not the lead rub 
in the way. Their Hearts are always in a fort of 
Lethargy. Stir them up, they keep awake for a 
little while, and fhew fome feeble figns of Life : fay 
no more to them, they return to their primitive 
Infenfibility. 

On the other fide, the Offices of true Friends 
have fomething of IJvelineis, which always pre^ 
cedes our Wants, and prevents our very Denres# 
Every thing feems cafy to them, fo that we are 
fometimes cd^liged to reftrain them, and moderate 
that Heat which prompts them to do good ; we 
may truly affirm of them, that they thiiJc the day 
Joft, wherein they have done no fervice for thofc they 

we. 

X3 J5ut 
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But Honour, which difguifeth it felf under the 
name of Friendfliip, is nothing elfe but Self-love, 
that ferves it felf in the perfon it pretends to ferve. 
The Friend who afts only by this motive, does'good 
in proportion only to the increafe of his Reputation. 
He ftops fhort, when his WitneOes are gone ; *tis a 
Swaggerer who turns his eyes to fee if the world 
looks upon him ; 'tis a Hypocrite who gives Alms 
with an unwilling mind, and pays his tribute to God, 
only to impofe upon men. 

There are others again, who propofe no other 
end to their Friendfhip, but their own fatisfaftion : 
this internal Law, which they lay upon themfelves, 
makes them faithful and generous : but there is in 
all their Aftions a ftifF Rpgularijty, that thofe whom 
they oblige cannot tell what to make of. They do 
every thing by Weight and Meafure. Unhappy is 
the man that has any occafion for their fervice^ when 
t|iey think they have difctarged their Duties. 

Provided they have nothing to reproach them- 
felves with, the .misfortune of another doth not af- 
fect them: on the contrary, they would he con- 
cerned to fee it, end very foon. They continue it 
fometiraes for the continuance of their own Glory. 
They rejoice, they triumph in fecret for a Dilgrace,- 
which gives them an occafion of (hewing thenafclves : 
inftead of finding out tlie moft proper means to aflift 
you, they fearch the moft fignal ones to increafe 
their own Honour : they lovd to make a noife where- 
cyer they gp. . In a yrprd, they lode upon their 
Friends as VicStims devoted to their Reputation. To 
ft)eak tjbp truth, thefcperfons lavehpthmg^but them- 
felves j "arid if they thHiJc* that they don't deferve 
reproach,, we fnay on our. part juftly fay, that they 
deferve no apjcjnpwledgement. 

You iee others pals th?ir whole Lives in Forniality 
^d Compliment : they won't fo much aspardoo you 
a Ceremony. Thefe are the firft men to comfort' 

one 
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one upon die dc^tfa of a Father, or to offer their 
fetvice after the fword is drawn : is riie Danger pafs'd, 
they put themfelves in garrifbn with you, and are 
as conilant in their attendance, as your fhadow* 
They are always flaves to Circum(J)eftion, grcit 
admirers of their own Virtue, and very importunate 
both with themfelves and with thofe who are indebted 
to them. 

Every one muft acknowledge that thefe Conftraints 
are extreamly troublefome to a free Sool. Tljere is 
no kindnefi fo great, that is not purchafed too clear 
at this price. And no misfortune can be worfe^ than 
that of being ferved after this manner. To love be^ 
caufe we are obliged to it, is not to hve. 

In the mean time, if thofe Friendfliips that are 
kept alive only by Honour or Duty, begin to lan- 
guilh or be troublefome, thofe that are occalioned 
by the refemblance of Humours, and communica-^ 
tion of Pleafures, are very fubjeft to alteration. 

Snce a man is Ibmetimes difgufted with himfelf, 
*tis yet more eafy to be difgufted with others. The 
end of Friendlhip depencfc lefe upon our Will, than 
its beginning. There is no Sympathy io pcrfeft, that 
is not mixed with fbme contrariety ; no Agreement 
that can bear ah eternal Familiarity. The nobleft 
Faffiohs become ridiculous when they grow old. 
The fttongeft Friendfliips decay with time : every 
day makes a breach in them. Some people are for 
going fo faft at their firft fetting out, that they arc 
out of breath in the midft of their journey. They 
weary themfelves as well as others. 

Aicer all, fays a fickle Friend, *tis a very flavifh 
employment, to be always faying to the fame perfon^, 
/ love youi , Nothing comes near the vexation, that 
a paflion of too long a continuance occafions. •Ti$ 
to no purpofe to take pains to conceal onc*s Difguft, 
or put one's felf to an unneceffary expence to keep up 
die C(M-rel|K>ndence. Letters become dry and faifipid, 
^ X 4 Con* 
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Converfation languiflies, the Lover yawns, the Lady 
counts every hour 5 both of them at length have 
nothing elle to talk of, but foul or fair Weather, 
and things of that importance. The Treafure of Love 
is, never fo great, but it may be exhaufted: the 
"Warmth of the heart in Friendrfiip, is never fo ftrong^ 
byt it may cool. The Tafte of the beft things chai^ps, 
before they are changed themfelves. 

When nothing but the bare intereft of our Diver- 
fions forms the knot of Friendlhip, Abfence, Bufinels 
and Vexations of Life, may eafdy break, or at leaft 
untie it. ^ew Delights which are enjoy'd with new 
Friends, efface the remembrance of paft Content- 
ments. The firft Pleafures of every Et^agement 
have fomething of I know not what eagemels in them, 
that excites the Defu*e, and makes it more vehement. 
As foon as they become more folid, they are fatiated. 

Therefore the world has no reafon to reproach 
Inconftancy, as a great Evil : it is no more in the 
power of fome perfons to love, or not to love, than 
to be in health, or out of order. All that one can 
rr^afqnably demand of fickle peribns, is ingenuoufly 
to acknowledge their Levity, and not to add Trea- 
qhery to Inconftancy. 

, For it happens but too often, that the beftefta* 
hliftied Friendftiips, and the moft ftri6l Confidences, 
infchfibly flacken. We are to blame to exclaun a- 
gainft Ingratitude, and to decry thofe that defert us: 
we are fometimes glad that they give us an example 
to change. We feek Quarrels, we ftern to be angry, 
that we may find out fome pretence to fet our felvcs 
ac liberty. .But fuppofe this were a r^ anger,. per- 
hai>s it is not tiheir fault, and perhaps *tis our own % 
which of us hath a right to jud^e of it? That which 
we call a crime of the Soul, is very often a defeft of 
Nature, God. was not pleafed to make us perfect 
pnpugh to be always amiable j why then Ihould w^ 
defife to be always loved i 

With. 
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"Without doubt we took more care at the begin' 
ning to conceal our Imperfeftions : our complaifance 
fupplied the room of the greateft Merit : we had 
the charms of Novelty then, and thcfc charms re- 
fetnble a certain Flower which the Dew leaves upon 
Fruits. There are but few hands dextrous enough 
to gather it, without fpoiling it. 

It muft be acknowledged then, that even the beft 
men find in the ftrongeft Unions intervals of Heavi- 
nds and Languor, the caufe of which they doift 
always know. This Languor, if it be let alone, con- 
dudes in the death x)f Friendlhip, if Honour comes 
not to its relief. 

'Tis Honour that labours fbmetimes to hide the 
defedb of the Heart, that afts the part of Tcnder- 
nefe, that preferves an outward Decorum for fpme 
tihie, till the Inclination is awakened, and re-takes 
its former vigour. 

I don't mean that formal and ceremonious Honour, 
that troubles us by Rules a^d ridiculous Looks > 
that denies the unfortunate, even opportunity to 
complain ; and whofe Tyranny becomes fometimes 
more infupportable than Infidelity it felf. 

I fpeak of true Reafon, that confiders the Imper- 
feftions of Humane Nature, that helps them the 
beft it can, that is an eneniy to AfFefl;ation, that 
aims at Good for the fake of Good alone, without 
the leaft intervention of Self-love ; that is always 
ready to perform a kindnefs, and thinks it has never 
done enough ; that doth not applaud it felf, nor 
courts the applaufe of the world. 

It is certain then, that thefe two Qualities ftaiid 
in need of one another -, and that if Honour without 
Friendlhip is difagreeable, Friendlhip that is not 
fopported by Honour, is not l&e to be long-liv'd. 



no PIECES ATTRIBUTED JO. 




A FRAGMENT 
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HISTORY OF ATALANTA, 



Out of ^Elian's Var. Hift. L 13. c i. 

TTpis a conftant Tradition in Arcadia, diatib. 

1 foonasAxALANTA the Daughter of Ja SI ON 
was bom, her Father who cared not to have Daugh- 
ters, refolvcd to rid his hands of her •, but the man 
whom he intrufted to difpatch her, was deterred by 
a fccrct horror from executing his Commiflion : fo 
he carried the Infant to the Mountain Parthenius, 
near a Founcun, where there was a Cave at the foot 
of a Rock, and an exceeding thick Grove of Oaks 
above. 

Thus At ALA NT A was deftin'd to death; but 
fortune was &vourable to her : for the indulgence of 
Heaven fo ordained it, that a few moments after 
this, a She-Bear, whom fome Huntfmen had robb*d . 
of her Whelps, came by ; and having her Teats ftill 
of Milk, tow: a pleafure to look upon the Infant, 
then g^vc her liicfc, and by that means found fome 
relief Irom her pain. So foon as her Teats fill'd a- 
new, ihe came again to the fame place ; and having : 
none of her own Species, to whom fhe might exer-. 
cife'thc duty of a Mother, flie became the Nurfe of 
another's Bnie. 

The aforefaid Huntfmen who had formerly at- 
tacked this poor Bcaft, when they carried ott her 
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Cubs, were ftill in fearch after her -, and having 
beaten up the Wood one day, when Ihe was upon 
the hunt for prey, they found At a l ant a, and 
carried her home with them. She was not call*d io 
then, but they gave her that Name afterwards, and 
brought her up among them in a ruftic fort of 
Education. 

In ftature Ihe much furpafs'd thofe of her age ; 
and when Ihe came to years of maturity, particu- 
larly devoted her felf to Chaftity ; for which reafon 
fhe feldom appeared in any Company, delighted in 
Solitude, and retired to fome of the higheft places 
of the Arcadian Mountains. 

In this lonely Scene, which fhe pitch'd upon to be 
the place of her Refidence, there was a Valley wa- 
tered with feveral Rivulets ; the Air was cool, and 
eternally fann'd with frefh Breezes of wind. On all 
hands it was encompafeM with a great Foreft. But 
why fhould we not take as much pleafure to fee the 
Defcription of Atalanta*s Grotto, as to fee in 
Homer thatof Calvpso? 

In the fartheft and narroweft part of this Valley, 
there was a deep Cavern, the Avenue to which, was 
in a manner fortified by vaft Precipices. The Ivy 
which covered it rouna, clung about the young 
Trees, and by their afliftance, made a fhift to climb 
up at fome diftance from the ground. Saffron grew 
naturally in the place^ accompanied with Hyacinths, 
and feveral other Flowers of different Colours, which 
refrelh*d the fight, and perfum'd the air. This was 
not all ; for abundance of Laurel-Trees adorned this 
beautiful Spot, whole Leaves always preferved an 
agi-ceable Verdure ; and the Vines, which bending 
under the unruly weight of their Bunches, grew at 
the entrance of the Cave, were living Teftimonies 
of At alant A*s Care and Diligence. In fhort, that 
nothing might be wanting to fet it off, a Stream of 
clow and cold Water (for lo both theTafte andTouch 

found 
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found it to be] perpetually gufhM from the adjoin* 
ing Rock ; and this conftant watering w^ fo ad- 
vantageous to the Trees and Plants, that it feem'd 
to combat with the Earth, whether of them moft 
contributed to their growth and prefervation. 

Thus this place was equally to be admired for its 
Charms, and Solitude ; . and as the Beauty of it fuSci- 
cntly difcover'd the Judgment, fo its Culture lhew*d 
the gceat Induftry of our Virgin. The Skins of wild 
Beafts which fhe took in Hunting, ferv'd her inftead 
of a Bed ; their Flelh was her Nourifhment, and 
Water was her conftant Drink. Her Habit was 
without coft and artifice, very little differing from 
that of Diana, whom Ihe faid Ihe was defirous to 
imitate in that particular, no lefi than in her refolu- 
tion to preferve her Virginity inviolable. 

Na ture had fo fitted her for running, that no Beaft 
was fwift enough to over-run her, and the men that 
lay in wait to furprize her, were not able to come 
near her, when once Ihe betook her felf to flight. 

Not only thofe that beheld her, b^me paA 
fionately in love with her, but likewife thofe that 
heard what publick Fame had reported of her. If 
it wou'd not be too tircfome to the Reader, I would 
defcribe her Beauty \ but how fhould that be tire- 
fome to him, which contributes fo much to the 
cmbellilhment of the Story ? 

Ever from her Infancy fhe furpafe'd the reft of her 
Sex in tallnefs, and among all the younc; Virgins 
then in Peloponnefus, there was none that cou'd 
difpute the prize of Beauty with her. Her Counte- 
nace was mafculine and auftere, as well by reafon 
of her favage Education, as thofe rough andboifte- 
rous Exercifes, that perpetually employed her in thi 
Mountains. She had nothing of that foft effeminate 
Air we find in thofe that are delicately brought up 
by their Mothers, or Nurfes. She was plump, but not 
corpulent, or fat ; artd her Hunting and aftivc courfe 

of 
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of Life preferv'd her in a perfcft health. Her Hair 
was of a light yellow, without any of thofe Artifices 
that other Womai praftife, to which neither Paint- 
ing nor Tindhires contributed any thing. Nature 
alone had given it this colour, and the Rays of the 
Sun had ftamp^d fo beautiful a Red upon her 
Cheeks, that when one looked upon her attentively, 
he would have thought (he had bluflied. What 
Flower in the Univerfe is half fo pretty and agree- 
able as a charming young Maid, when ihe blufhes 
out of a modefl Innocence ? 

Two Qualities met together in her, which created 
aftonilhment, that is, her incomparable Beauty, 
and the power of making herfelf fear*d. No man 
of a mean cowardly fpirit, after he had feen her, 
could fall in love with her ; nay, he durft not fo 
much as look lledfaftly upon her *, fo much did the 
Luftre of her Beauty dazle the eyes of thofe that 
fixed theirs on her. 

Several things contributed to mike her admired, 
elpecially the great rarity of feeing her : after her 
way of living, it was no eafy matter to have a fight 
of her I for whenever flie was feen, *twas on the 
fudden and unawares, either when ftie was purfuing 
wild Beafts, or elfe defending herfelf fi-om them ^ 
and paifing by with incredible fwiftnefi, fhe darted 
like a Star, or rather like a Flafli of Lightening, 
till fhe was immediately loft among the Oaks and 
Shrubs, or fdme thick and dark Coverts in the moun- 
tains. 

One day, two young men of the neighbouring 
Country, whofe names were Hvl^us and RHiScus, 
defcended^om the Centaurus, came to beat up 
her quarters in the midft of the night ; a pair of 
bold hardy Lovers, who had infolence enough to 
undertake any thing ia the rage and tranfport of 
tlieir Paifion. 



To 
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To put this defign in execution, they neither em- 
ploy*d Muficians, nor ufed any of thofe fok enga- 
ging ways that are pradWs'd by young Men in Cities 
upon the like occafions ; but carried lighted Torches 
that were enough at that time of night to frighten a 
multitude of people, but much more a raw une3q)e- 
rienced lonely Virgin. 

Having therefore newly broke down, and folded 
about them the Branches of a Pine-tree newly tore 
of, they covered themfelves with thcfe Branches, as 
if it were with a Garland, and in this noble Equi- 
page fct fcveral Trees on the mountain on fire -, airi 
m^cing a perpetual clalhing with their Arms, thefe 
well-bred Wooers, marched direftly towards At a - 

tANTA. 

But their defigns were difcover^d by our Heroine, 
who had perceived the Fire from her Cave, and by 
that means knew who they were that intended her 
this vifit. She was not in the leaft aflfr^hted at die 
matter, but drew her Bow, and fliot an Arrow at 
them, which hit the firft fo cffeftually, that down 
he fell to the ground. 

With this the iccond, not any more like a Lo- 
ver, but as a declared Enemy, advanced towards 
her, as well to revenge his Brother's death, as to 
gratify his own defires ; but he was prevented in 
his intentions by another Arrow, which mortally 
wounded him, and deterred all others from attempt- 
ing an Outrage of that nature* 
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OBSERVATIONS 

On what is necejfary to direB a young Man 
how to enter ^tth advantage upon the 
Theatre of the H^orld^ and there to fufpoft 
himf elf with Honour. 

T o T H E 

EARL OF ST. ALBANSL 

MY LORD, 

YOU command me to lay before you in as 
fhort a compafs as I can, all that is neceflary 
to direft a young Man of great hopes, how to en- 
ter with advantage upon the Theatre of the World, 
and there to fupport himfelf with Honour : this is 
not all, my Lord, for you are pleas*d to enjoin me 
to compofe a fhort Syftem out of all I have learnt 
upon this Subjeft, either by converfation with Gen- 
tlemen, my own reading, or by nefleftions } where- 
ui may be found at one view all the Rules, Pre- 
cepts, and Maidms that are proper to polifliand 
direct a perfon of equal induftry and good parts ; 
who is defirous to recommend himftlf to the world, 
and jfet off thofe Talents of which he is matter, to 
the beft advantage. 

To deal plainly with your Lordfhip, I never till 
now found the leaft difficulty in any of your Com- 
mands, through that zeal and inclination I ever had 
to execute with pleafure, whatever you thought fit 
to demand of me» But what you here propofe is 
really fo difficulti that I am petfuaded you would 
3 never 
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never have defir'd ic, had you looked upon it» 
throi^h the fame end of die Perfpedive, as I do. 

In truth) never was there fo vail a Matter, -and 
yet you command me to ghre you an Abridgment 
of it : never were Precepts more disjointed, and yet 
you require an Art formed out of them. Never 
Maxims lels certain, and yet you would have Rules. 
This, in my opinion, is not to be done : however, 
I will do all that lies in my power to content you. 
I'll borrow both from the living and the dead ; I'll 
drain both my felf and others , but you muft ex- 
peft neither an Epitome, nor any Method. I will 
lay down before you, with all fincerity, what my 
defire to fati?fy you, rather than what my ftudy or 
esqperienoe, fuggeft upon this Subjed. 

The firft ftep that a man makes into the world, 
generally determines all the reft, and is the founda- 
tion of nis Reputation^ as well as the beft prefage 
of his future Fortune *, from the firft meaiures he 
takes, men of experience will tell you whether he 
will fucceed or no. 'Tis therefore h^hly important 
to make this firft flep with a great deal of caution, 
and to fi^ialize our entry by fomething glorious 
andgreat. 

'Tis impoffible, without being mafter of a good 
Addrefs, to gain the publick Efteem, and to make 
one's Talents appear fo to advantage, that the 
world may never be difgufted, nor glutted with 



*cm. 



The beft way for a man to preferve his Reputa* 
tion, is flill to bring fomething new and furprizing 
upon the flage ; and to provide fi*efh nutter for the 
general admiration, which ieems always to grow up 
in proportion to our Merit. The great adions we 
do» promife fomething greater ; and the good ought 
to be foUow'd by better. 

A wife man fliould not fufFer the depth of his 
Capacity to be founded, if he would always kc^ 
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tip his Charadtdr with the people : on the cJontrary, 
he fhould behave himfelf fo, as never to difcover all 
he knows, that no man may be able to affign limits 
to his Knowledge* Fot, let a man be never fo 
learned, the Idea we have of him, when we know 
him but by halves, is much greater, than what we 
fhall have of him, when we are throughly acquain* 
ted with him. 

Therefore let him take care not to difcover the 
whole extent of his Abilities at once, but Ihew them 
as he fees occafion. A man of difcretion willalWayi 
have a hidden referve to relieve him, in cafe ht 
fhould happen to be worfted ; and keep a reinforce* 
ment near at hand, to ferve him in any extremity. 

Befides, as the fuccefs of the wifeft Undertaking^ 
depends upon the meeting of a multitude of con-* 
jan6hires, many of which are owing purely td 
chance ; a man of fenfe ought never to hazard his 
whole Reputation in a Converfation, a Difpute, ot 
an Interview ; for if he does not fucceed, he can ne-- 
ver retrieve himfelf, and no man can promife hirtl*- 
felf, that he fhall not make fome overfight iii art 
Eflay* For what is more common, than to find 
one's firft Projefts difappomted ? He bught not 
therefore to venture his All upon one fingle A6tiort^ 
whatever advantage he may propofe to himfelf if 
it fucceeds. 

On the contrary, the gf eat Art of all confifts in 
not difcovering aU we know at once, but in unfold*- 
ing it by degrees, and always taking care to keep up 
and excite curiofity. The Magazine fhould always 
anfwer the occafion ; and the Piece fhould not bc^ 
lye the Pattern : in fine, a man ought always to 
make good the hopes the world has entertained of 
him. 

For this reafon alone, our great Mafters will fte- 
ver dHcover the whole Myflery of their Art to their 
Scholars, by which means they flill remain the* Ma- 

VoL. IIL Y iters % 
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fters ; the Source of their Inftrudions is never ex« 
hauiUd ; and as 'tis only conununicated by parcelsi 
they never drain the Fund of their Knowledge, 
yrhich continually enables them both to iadsfy the 
txpc&Mon of others, and to maintain their oWn 

Credit. 

I would recommend one thing more to a man of 
Parts, andthatis, to be feen as feldom as may be; 
for as his prefence diminifhes the efleem we have of 
him, fo his abfence and diftance augments it. Fame 
Cakes a delight to draw every thing greater than the 
Life, and the Sight never keeps pace with the Ima- 
gination. 

We ought not therefore to fquander away our 
whole ftock at once, but leave fomethii^ to be ilill 
expected from us, in order to make our fel ves always 
acceptable. The world defires our company, in 
proportion to the efleem they have for us : Hap- 
pinds is better tafted when it has been long est- 
pe£ted ; and the pleafure that cofts us fome trou- 
ble, is fought with more ardour, than that which 
comes eafy. Thus our niceft Gentlemen find in hun- 
ger a fauce, which the moft exquifite Ragous could 
not give them ; and *ds a refinii^ of Epicureifm, 
not to fatisfy our Senfes and Appetites but by halves* 
A man can never make himfelf familiar with the 
Vulgar, but he mull of neceflity lofe that refpe6l 
and veneration, which Retirement, and an Air of 
Majefty bellows on thofe that ihew themfelves but 
&ldom : for Prefence difcovers thofe defedls which 
Abfence would conceal* The moft valuable things 
lofe their worth fo foon as they become common. 
The great inclination we have tor Rarities, d^ene- 
rates into contempt, when we find they may be had 
every where ; and the Mind is much more delicate 
and difficult to.be pleafed than the Senfes, which are 
glutted with the moft delicious and exquifite Meats, 
when they are made their daily Food 

Thus 



Thus We may obferve, that the farther a learned 
man is from us, the more we defire his company 5 
the more he conceals himfelf, the more we court him : 
Not that 1 WouM by any means advife one of that 
character to make himfelf inacceffible 5 nothing but 
a mean Genius ought to be fhy of fhewing himfelf, as 
being confcious that his merit will not bear too heaf 
a fcfutiny. There is certainly a medium between a 
Haughtincfs that defpifes others, and a Familiarity 
that makes us cheap. 

Many other things might be faid upon this occa-^ 
fionj but the more I endeavour to take in the wholfe 
cdmpafs of them, the lefs am I able to affign their 
bounds. Let us proceed then ftep by ftep : let m 
clear, if we can, this confafion of Ideas, which pre^ 
fent themfelves in crowds to the Mind, and foUovir 
fome fort of order, that we may ruii into n6 imper- 
tinent digreflions. 

The very firft thing in my opinion, that a young 
man has to do, who defigns to fettle himfelf witfi 
fuccels in the world, is to know his own Genius, 
'Tis certain that every man has one, and for want 
of making this obfervatiori, we find thoufands daily 
mifcarry, who might otherwife have made their 
fortune. 

How many do We fee in fevbur, who cannot 
btherwife account for their being honoured with the 
acquaintance of men in power, but by the efFeft of 
their deftiny ? So foon as they have once broke the 
ice, and are fettled in thefe pofts, envy'd ; they 
heed but ordmary Capacities to keep 'em. There- 
fore we ought to tal^e efFe<5hial care to ftudy our 
Deftiny. 

He that has failed at Court, might perhaps have 
fucceeded in the City :. and, he that finds himfelf the 
Jeft of the Town, might have been admiPd in the 
Country. In a word^ no man is a Prophet in his^ 
Own Country. 

Y 2 'Tis ^ 
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•Tis therefore neceflary to know when and where 
to tranfplant one's fclf* Many great Men had ne- 
ver been known, had they always continued in the 
place of their nativity. Some men muft ftand in 
an advantageous light, to appear in their true luftrc. 
Every day affords us inftances of feveral perfons 
that wcmld have been the fcandal of their Order, if 
they had continued in it ; yet forfaking it, they 
have become the honour of another. 

Men often fucceed better in one condition than in 
another, altho* they are not better qualify'd for 
what they undertake, than for that they left. 

*Tis principally to their Fate that we ought to 
afcribe the Rife or Fall of many great perfons: 
every man therefore ought to examine his Lot, to 
content himfelf with it, and follow it ; for he that 
thinks to make his fortune any other way, is re- 
Iblved to fail againft wind and tide. 

The fecond thing that is neceffaiy for a young 
man to do, is to know his good and ill Qualities ; 
for every thing in the world has a mixture of good 
and evil in it. No man but has fomething good in 
his compofirion, which may be much improved by 
cultivation and diligence. 

Such a man would have made a great figure in 
the world, if he had known his ftrength, and per- 
feded that Talent, to which Nature fuited him moft. 
But the generality of mankind force their Genius, 
and lofe the Race by endeavouring to run beyond 
the Poft. 

We ought alfo to know our predominant Defeft ; 
for every man has his blind fide, which counter- 
bailances in a manner the good Quality in which 
be excels •, and if he heartily refolves to deftroy it, 
he will infallibly fucceed. But then he ought to 
take it in time, and carry on his attacks with un- 
wcary'd application and courage; for 'tis not an 

eafy 
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cafy matter to deftroy a Vice that is bom, and has 
grown up with us. 

"When a young Man has gone fo far in his way, 
he ought not to think of launching immediately in- 
to the world, and embarking in an Employ ; he 
mull refleft upon it a long time firft ; he muft ex- 
amine his own Abilities, provide himfelf with Pa- 
trons, and duly confider what Qualifications are re- 
quired for the Poft he pretends to : he ought, if I 
may be allow'd the expreflion, to feel the Pulfc of 
his Affairs, and wait a long time, if there be occa- 
lion for it ; for 'tis the Charafter of a wife Man ne- 
ver to engage hand over head, or to be impatient 
for any thing. He that never grieves, or puts him- 
felf in a paflion, fhews that he is an abfolute Ma- 
tter of himfelf; and when once a man can com-r 
mand himfelf, he will in a fhort time command 
others. 

A certain term is required to bring great defigns 
to maturity ; thofe that can flay fo long, are com- 
monly paid with ufury for their patience •, for, in 
many things Delay does more than downright pulh* 
ing on : and we often find that a man of phJegrti 
comes fooncr to his journey's end, than one that 
has more fire in his Conftitution. Precipitation ruins 
the befl-laid Defigns > whereas Patience ripens the 
moft difficult, and renders the execution of them 
eafy. 

Not but that it looks well in a young Fellow to 
tempt Fortune by fome bold and courageous Adi(Mi„ 
for this method feldom fails of fuccefs, and pne of 
a pufhing character is almofl certain of gaining his 
ends. Nothing has fo near a refemblance to Sot- 
cifhnefs as Cowardice •, whereas a little Bravery often 
fupplies the want of Ability. 

We ought not then to be fo much afraid of the 
Merit of others, nor fufFer our Idea of it to diforder 
us in their prefcnce 5 for, let us be never fo much 

YS prc^ 
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prepofleis'd in favour of a man in vc^ue ^ ycf after 
wc have convcrfed fomc ti!nc with him, we (hali 
find that he ha? his Weakneflcs, wluqh level him 
with the Vulgar, as much as his Merit raifes him 
above them. 

A man that is upon the rife dazles us, if we 
view him at any diftance \ but if we come near him, 
his perfonal JJefefts will foon moderate the forej^ 
Glols, that he only borrowed from his K^nk and 
Dignity. 

Let ps then guard our felves againft the tyranny 
of Prejudice, which always affecfts to ufurp upon 
Reafon. 'Tis as fcandalous for a learned Man to 
be fearful, as for one that is ignorant to be af- 
fummg. 

We ought to know when- 'tis a proper tiip^ to 
embark in any Affair ; nay, that is not enough, for 
we ought to know how to carry it on, A gre^t 
many men that are only good to begb an Affair, 
^re abfolutely unfit to finiih it. from this default 
It hap)ens, that many great Battles h^ve been gain- 
ed without any great advantage to the Conquerors, 
becaufe they tarried behind to reap the Fruit of the 
Vidory, when they ought to have purfued their 
good fortune. And from the fame indifcretion it 
IS that we find Statefmen in publick Affairs, comr. 
mit the fame Sqlecifms, as a private man does in his; 
Family-Concerns. / 

If a man after he has rightly concerted his Mea- 
fures, happens to fucceed, li^t him not fufFer him-. 
felf to be overcome with th^ flattery of Self-love ; 
the common mifcarriage of ^hofe that are too much 
pufF'd up with Succels, For we want as much Mo-? 
deration not to be corruf^d by our gopd fortune, 
as Patience not to be dejedted by the bad, 

Befides, we Ihould have that command over our 

felves, as to be able to ftop in the midft of the mofk 

favourable Career. The Torrent of Profperity 

^ ought 
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ought not to carry us away againft our wills. *Tis 
often ncceflary not to pufh on our Viftory as far as 
we might. A wife Retreat is no lefs glorious than 
a courageous Attack ; *tis by retiring from the 
World in good time, that we beft fecure the Glory 
we have acquired in it ; and 'tis the Charafter of a 
confummated Merit, to be able to live in a retreat 
with Honour, after one has lived in publfck with 
Splendour. 

Thus, my Lord, I have fent you my Thoughts. 
in what nianner a young man that would maintain 
an illuftrious Figure in the world, ought to begin, 
proceed and conclude. I am fatisfy*d that many 
other things might be faid upon this Subjeft i but 
in the little I have writ upon it, I have laid enough 
to make me undcrftood by one, that has had fo 
much experience as your Lordihip, and whole 
Thoughts are fo much elevated above thofc of o^hef 
men. 



'^^mi 



REFLECTIONS 

Upon what Meafures a Man fbould take to 

live happy. 

I, ^rTp! I S no fmall ftep towards the Tranquillity of 
JL Life, to behold it through the moft agree- 
able part. Nothing fcarce is fo very untoward, but 
we may draw fome advantage frotn it. We fre- 
quently grieve and vex our felves about Trifles, 
which in a little time become of themfelves eafy to us» 
II. We are pleafed with Satire, whether we write it 
our felves, or have it from another han3 \ but then 
it Qu^l^t not; to give us that uaeafu^efsj^ \vhich we 

Y 4. ^ may 
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may obfervc in the converfation of fbme people, 
who are ferioufly concerned at the Follies or Extra- 
vagancies of other Men ; whp are vex'd to fee the 
World managed fo as it is, and caft their eyes upon 
difagreeable Objedb, only to be difpleafed with 
*em. What was Heracli tus the better for figh- 
ing and grieving ? did he reform the abufes of the 
Age by it ? The wifeft way is to take care of our 
felvcs, and let others look to their own Affairs : 
has not every one enough to employ him at home ? 

III. When a man is in affliftion, he ought to re- 
member that he has had fome happy minutes in his 
time, and thank Fortune for what he formerly en- 
jpy'd. In fhort, a man may alkviate his Misfor- 
tunes, either by remembring, or hoping for a bet- 
ter Condition. 

IV. The greateft part of mankind covet the Ho* 
noujPS,Riches and Pleafures of other menjjuft as Adul- 
terers do their Neighbours Wives, and defpife thofe 
rhcy enjoy : cannot we pafs our Lives pleafantly, 
without poffefling all that may belong to it ? Why 
Ihould we imagine a hundred things are neceflary to 
our eafe, when we may live content enough with- 
out fhera, pi^ovided we liften to Reafon. 

V. Although Ambition-is a declared enemy to this 
Doftrine, yet we are more at quiet when we look 
down on thofe that are below us : fhe would have 
us afpire to the firft Rank, and defpife this humble 
fort of Tranquillity 5 but has Ihe any thing better 
to give us ? 

VI. The meafure of our Happinels we ought to 
take from that of our Paffions : he that has the feweft: 
Defires, Hopes, and fuch like agitations of Mind, 
will certainly be the moft content. . 

VII. Every thing, even the defire of Virtue, ought 
to be limited, if we defign to live happy : forin 
fine, how. many Viitues are there incompatible? 
How many Undertakings, which are not proper for 

all 
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all forts of people ? 'Tis enough for us that we 
can acquit our felves well in our rcfpedive pofts, 

VIII. That man is truly miferable, who difbuiets 
himfelf with the profpeft of foture Evik. *Tis an 
abyfs fo profound, that 'tis enough to make one giddy 
to look down the precipice. To make ufe of the pre- 
fent Good, is an excellent fecrct : not but that a man 
ought to be prepared againft all the different Acci- 
dents of Life ; for this may in fome meafure protect 
him from the Infults of Fortune. No Calamity can 
happen to us, when once we have a fuiiicient fund 
of Patience and Reafon to overcome it. 

IX. He that is furprized and troubled, fo often as 
he makes a falfe ftep, is not fo well acquainted with 
himfdf as he ought to be. We muft have a great 
deal of Vanity, not to know our own Weaknefs ; 
and if we know it, we may gain this advantage at 
Icaft by knowing it, not to be difcompofed after 
every frailty. 

X. Nothmg frights us more than Death,as If ic were 
not a paflage to a better Life. If we live well, the 
Thoughts of Death will only create an excels of Joy 
in us. 

XI. Let not any auftere Maxims fo prepoflefeour 
Minds, as to hinder us from enjoying the innocent 
Pleafures of Life. Some men fondly imagine thac 
they have afted meritorioufly, for refuling the 
fmalleft, and moft natural Pleafures that Heaven 
has been pleas'd to mingle with the Bitters of Life, 
in order to render it palatable. 

XII. Solid Content proceeds from a good Con- 
fcience ; without which there is no fort of Pleafure but 
leaves a fting behind it. Now *tis the Refleftion that 
we have performed our duty, that gives us Content 
in our own Breaft -, Whereas, on the other hand,, 
nothing entails more Trouble and Inquietude upon 
us, than the mortifying Thoughts that we have 
done amifs« 
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Xin. Happy is the man that knows how to make a 
right Judgment between what is truly good, and 
truly evil ; for there are a thoufand falfe Scruples, 
that neverthekfs give us real vexations : however, 
we fliould by no means attempt to ftifle the natural 
Notions we have of Virtue and Vice, in order to 
put an end to them. The fecurity of thofe peribns 
who have ftupify'd their Confcience, is a lamentable 
Lethal^, that in&llibly leads to deflrudion. 

OF L O G I C K. 

INSTEAD of that vaft number of Precepts, 
of which the Lx^ck we learn in the Schools, is 
composed, and which for the moft part, are either 
infignifiCant, or too intricate ; only the four fol- 
lowing ones in my opinion are neceflary for fuch as 
wou*d proceed Iccurcly in their fearch after Truth. 

I. We ought not to determine, that a Thing is, or 
is not, without being able to produce a Reafon for 
it, and that explained in fo clear ternis, that it may 
naturally convince the Mind. 

II. Left we fliould fuffer our felves to be carryM 
away by any Precipitation or Prejudice, which arefo 
apt to miflead us, we ought to examine every Term 
in a Propofition, and divide it into as many parts as 
we can. The Faculties of our Soul are fo confined 
and limited, that 'tis impoffible for us to judge a- 
r^ht of any thing, which is of any extent, unleis 
we take it to pieces. 

III. Nor is this all, for we ought methodically 
to digeft all the thoughts contain'd in any Subject 
That which is^morc fimple, more general, and more 
eafy to be conceived, ought to precede that which is 

more 
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more compounded *, for nothing will fooner help ut 
to know whether we are impofed upon in an Argu- 
ment, or no, than this fort qf method which dircfe 
us to confider one thing after another. 

IV. In fine, we ought to be fo nice in making 
the Divifion exadl, as to be affur'd, that nothing^ 
omitted. If we fhould forget but one Particukr, 
'tis impoflible but there muft be fome flaw or other 
in the Propofitions we advance. 

To comprehend in fewer words thefe four Maxims, 
remember, 

I. Not tojudge of any thing which is obfcurct 
QT without EJvidence. 

2* Divide the thing you are tojudge of. 

3. Take care to obferve a method in your 
Thoughts, 

4. Let the Divifion you make be perfeft. 



OF 

MORAL PHILOSOPHY. 

*rTi I S the bufinefs of moral Philofophy to con- 
Jl du6t us in our fearch after Good, as Logidc 
guides us in the fearch after Truth. 

If this be true, 'tis certain that the nnoral Philo- 
fophy, which is taught in our Univerfities, docs not 
deferve the name, fince it only ftarts a fctt of idle 
impertinent Queftions concerning the different Ob- 
jc&s of Happinefs, the Number of our Paffions, and 
other metaphyfical Points, which are goodfor nothing 
clfe, but to fumifh everfeftir^ matter for Difputcs. 
True Moral Phil^pty ought to teach us, 
I. What it is truly to aft like rational Crea- 
tures ; that is to fay, with liberty. It therefore 

firil 
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' fiiit treats of human Aftions, that is to fay, ra- 
donal, or free. 

2. After 'tis once granted, that nothing but vo- 
luntary Aftions are good, or evil, it enquires what 
this Goodneis, or Evil of our Actions is ; and whe- 
ther 'tis poflible for any of them to be indifferent. 

3. For this reafon as the goodnefs of our A6bions 
depends upon the Rule and End that direfts them, 
it enquires what this certain Rule, and this certain 
End is. 

4. Then it teaches us, that we have no other Rule 
but the Law of God, which it confiders two ways : 
in the firft place, as it is written in the Books of 
Mofes^ ana in the Gofpel > and fecondly, in every 
man's Cbnfcience. 

5. As to what concerns the End, it fhews that it 
does not confift in bare Honefty, which even the 
Pagans cultivated with fo much care ; but that God 
alone oi^ht to be the Center to which all our Love 
fhould tend ; and then it proceeds to ihew us the 
abfolute neceflity of doing fo. 

6. In the next place, fince the Paflions are a cer- 
tain obftacle to it, it does not fo much teach us to 
know them, as how to command them. 

7. In fine, becaufc men are obliged by the ne- 
ceflities of Life, to live together, it treats of thofe 
reciprocal Duties of JufVice we owe to one another, 
whatever condition we are in. 

This Plan if we followed in the fludy of Morality, 
we might make a much greater progrefs, and find 
more farisfaftion, than in the dry infipid Syftcms of 
^he Philofophy of the Schools. 
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MAXIMS OF MORALITY. 

« 

* 

REafon, which often obliges us to be irrefolute 
in our Judgments, becaufe the greateft part of 
Ob jefts do not prefent themfelves to our Minds with 
evidence fufficient to make themfelves throughly 
underftood, obliges us not to be fo in our Adions; 
for fince we muft live in a civil Communion, *tis nc- 
ceflary to propofc to our felves ibme fort of Condudlv 
and conftantly obferve it, till we can find a better. 
For as a man that pulls down one houfe with an 
intention to build up another, provides himfelf be- 
fore-hand with !a habitation, while *tis a b>iilding j 
he that would diligently examine his Thoiights, and 
reform his Soul from any Prejudices it may have 
imbib*d, ought to provide himfelf in like manner 
with a Syftem of Morals that may ferve as a Rule to 
him. And this I prefume may be reduced to four 
Maxims. 

I. To obey the Laws and Cuftoms of the Coun- 
try where we are born j and to follow, on all occa- 
fions, the moft moderate Opinions, without difap- 
proving, or condemning any man. 

IL To be fo conftant to this Conduft, when once 
we have chofen it, as not to mind any thing that 
may be faid, to put us out of conceit with it ; imi- 
tating Travellers, in this refpeft, who when they 
find themfelves in a Foreft, ought not to wander 
this way or that way, but march on as dire&ly as 
they can in the fame path, and not leave it upon 
idle Surmifes ; for at laft they muft come to fome 
end, where in all probability they will be much 
better than in the midft of the Wood. 

m. To 
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in. TocurcourfcIvesofalIthofcIMlquiet5,whidi 
otnUex nto of feeble aad wavering Minds, irhD 
iiifKr thcmlelves to be varioufly led by all forts of 
Examples : for chefe different Agitations, thefe vain 
and cOnfa^d ReflcAions antufe the Soul, and rob it 
of all its vigour and force. 

IV. Of all the Leflbns of Morality, we ought ra* 
ihcr to cultivace that which oaches us to conquer our 
fches, than that which has no other end, but to tri- 
tonf^ over Fortune ; and to change our Defircs, 
irithout prctcndii^ to change any riling in the ma- 
nagement of the irorld. I believe this was the Se- 
cret of thofc Philolbphers, who, in fpite of the in- 
cdmmodities of Life, were able to dilputehappinefi 
wA their Gods. But it is impoffible to reap any 
■benefit from this Arcanum, unlets we are throughly 
convinced, that nothing is truly in our power, but 
oor T^tOHghts and our Defircs. 

With thefe few Maxims a man may govern him- 
jyf well enough, go on m an eafy track, till long 
ttperiencc flrcws him a better, if 'tis pofliblc to find 
'«ne ; lince Life is fo fhort, and the occalions of im- 
proving fo very rare. 
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THE 

CHARACTER 

O F A 

MAN OF HONOUR. 

TO THE 

DUKE OF ORMOND. 

AL L men naturally define to be happy : riris 
Defire attends xi^ fo long as we live ; and *tis 
the only Truth wherein all the world are of oat 
opinion. 

But then to attain this Happinefs with lefs trouble, 
and to poUefe it with fecurity, without fearing to be 
difturb*d in fo envied a fituation, we ought to aft 
in fuch a manner, my Lord, that others may be 
happy as well as our felves ; for, if a man pretends 
to take care only of himfelf, he will find continual 
oppofitions : but when we are refolved not to be 
happy, but upon condition, that others may be fo 
likewife, all difficulties are removed, and all man- 
kind is ready to lend us a helping haiid. 

'Tis this management of Happinefs for our felves 
and others, which we ought to call Honour, and 
which, properly fpeaking, is nothing but Self-love 
well manag*d. 

This Honour therefore ought to be confider'd, as 
the defire of being happy ; but iil fuch a manner^ 
that others may be fo too. Let us examine the moft 

vir- ^ 
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viituom Actions, and we fhall find they are all <^ 
this nature, and that they all flow from the fame 
Principle. 

To poflcfi this generous Quality in the higheft 
degree, 'tis requifite we fhould have Soundnefs of 
Judgment, and Sincerity of Heart, and that both 
thefe fhould agree together. 

By the Solidity of our Judgment, we come to 
know what is moft juft, and moft reafonable to fay 
and do •, and by the Sincerity of our Heart, we are 
always inclined to do, and fay the fame. 

When a man has but one of thefe two Qualifica- 
tions, he cannot pretend to poflefs this Chara6ter in 
perfeftion : for he is not a jot the better for knowing 
what Reafon and Juftice are, if Integrity of Heart 
does not go along with this knowledge : in like 
manner, if the Integrity of the Heart a&s fingly, and 
the affiftance of the Judgment be wanting to guide 
it, it will blindly grope out its way, without ever 
knowing exadly what road it ought to take. 

Thefe are the two eflential Ingredients, in the 
compofition of a man of Honour > and fince 'tis fb 
rare to fee them feparately, can we wonder if *ds 
much more fo to fee them united ? But, my Lord, 
when they once meet in the fame perfon, what Great* 
nefs, what Equity, what publick-fpirked AAions 
may we not cxpeA from him ? A man of this Cha* 
rafter difchargcs all his Duties with equal reputa* 
tion, however extended, or different they may be* 

He is a good Subjedl, a good Father, a good 
Friend, a good Citizen, and a good Mafter, He 
is indulgent, good-natur*d, eafy of accefe, fenfible 
of the Misfortunes of others, and ready to relieve 
them. 

He is circumfpeft and modeft, he. neither affe<5b 
to be thought a neceflary man, nor is he over-nice. 
He takes notice of another's faults, but never talks of 
them, nor docs he feem to have obferved them. 

He 
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, fie is not in the leaft a flave to Intereft ; but, as 
he is no ftranger to the neceflities of Life, his Coh-^ 
du6t is always regular, and he never abandons hint- 
felf to any Excels. 

He is not mov'd by any thing biit true Merit. 
That which is call'd Grandeur, Authority, Fortune, 
Riches, all thefe ihagnificent names don*t byais his 
Judgment. He knows perfeftly Well what pains they 
have as well as pleafures ; and this hinders him fome- 
times from taking the ready way that leads to 
Fortune. 

Although he is agreeable^ and entertaining in Con^ 
vcrJation, yet he knows when to retire, and loves 
not a Croua Thus we may fee that he feldom en- 
deavours to fhew himfelf upon the Theatre of the 
World. But if his Birth or Fortune are pleas'd to 
place him there, having a lai^e ftock of Wit, Judg- 
ment, good Senfe and Experience, he fills the Poll 
he is placed in, with univerlal Applaufe. 

'The man of Honour fets a gf eat value on Wit ; 
but a much greater on Reafon. The love of Truth 
is his predominant Pafflon. He defires to know all 
Things, but does not fet up for knowing any thing. 
He is careful and inquifitive, he knows the worth, 
force, and weaknefs of every thing. He efteenis no- 
thing but according to its intrinfic Value. The moft 
infinuating Errors and Prepoffeflions don't impofe' 
upon him, nor make any impreflion upon his Miitd. 

In ihort, a perfon of this Charafter, fays and does 
nothing, which is not agreeable, jiift, reafonable, and 
which does not dire£lly tend to make all men happy. 

'Tis therefore evident, ' my Lord, . that to make 
the world happy, we muft firft re-eftablifh a princi- 
ple of Honour in it. But to bring this about, ^tis 
not enough to know ^hat Condition it is in at pre- 
fcnt i *tis neceflary like>Vjfe to know how it ought to 
be, and how it would be in effeft, if all men go- 
verned thcmfelvcs by Reafon. 

Voi..ffl. Z As 
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As AflTairs are managed ki tbe world at prddic, 
eveiy thiiig altnoft is out ot order* Honour has no- 
thiag to do there^ and men of HQiK>ur are, as h 
were^ in a ftrange Country. 

*Twou*d be an eaiy matter for Princes to ^SeGt 
die re-^ablilhment of Honour. To accomplifii lb 
glorious smd noble a t)ef]gD9 they need do no4ii(^% 
but only prefer the virtuous, and punifli the bad. 

if aU fnen a&ed by the dida^s c^ Reai^Hi^ wt 
Ihould We nothing among us, but our natorpj III* 
firmides, as Sicknefs, did Age, and Death. Whaeas 
we are iurrounded with a thouiand other lik v ^ 
Prejudice, Anger, Ambition^ Perfidioufhels^ ^jpQ' 
tance» ajid the Contempt of foUd Kno^yledge. 

lo the world nothing iittrads th^e e^ and efteem 
of all men, but noble uccradimi, and Glory obta&i'd 
by War t all other Merits, if I may fo eacpreft lAy 
ielf) al% languishing, and we fcarce voiichfa& to 
take notice of them. 

'Tis very juft dut the nierits of W^r &ould be 
toniider'd. The Fatigues, Wounds^ and Death it*- 
felf^ to which the Brave are fe often enpos'd, ought 
indeed to be rewarded better than they are. Never- 
tkelej^, if we compare the Honours that are beftov^ed 
Upon ^em$ wtdi thofe of peribns excelliiig in odset 
Arts, we fiiall find that they are fufiiciaidy requited 
it falls out unhappiljr for the merit of Wit, tliat; a^ 
few ^ple underuand it ; fo, even in diis fmall num- 
ber. Tome ha\^ no great efteem for it. 

'Tis not fo with Kiches» all Mankind, the pcior as 
well as the rich, fet an equal value on them. The 
other Gifts of Fortune carry the (arte Advant^es 
;widi them. Men of the meaneft Birdi adore C^rtreal- 
neJls, and ufe their utmoft endeavours Q^obtaiA k. 
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^or the Ujh bf Life, 

MEN never commend freely, <ind WifJidut 
iftWreft. , 'tliey niuft p'ropp(e fome advan- 
'lage'fb theihfdves by it ; or it mufl: ct^ft focnething 
td tliie J)erf6h, they VoucKfafe tojpraife. 

iTteTe that are it)f high Birth at^ Ci^htiniially re- 
Ifee^edj their veryKartic is a fort of Panegyric to 
them \ and this fs one of the greateft Privileges a 
man cab deXife. 

1i1ie condition 6f the moft unfortunate is alfo the 
jTioft defpifed ; *tis not enough that they are miler- 
at)le^ but to iiihanCe their Affli6ti<»i| they mufl: be 
Jierfecuted v/ith Ignominy and Scorft. In truth^ 
fnan is a Very fa vage Animal. 

We fhould never fufFer thi word Ciii Country 
Ikufhkih^ arid the like, to come put of out mouths* 
All theie names are injurious, and imply ContetnpL 
Pdr this realoh we fiioiild endeavour to avoid 'em^ 
llftce they are good for nothing but to make miP 
Vrhlef ilj the world. But We ought td keep up the 
toSfnd^ oif Knave ^ Traitor^ ungrateful Wretch ^^ and 
other« of the like nature, on purpofe to ftamp a 
laftfilft difgrace on thofe that deferve them. 

We <$ii^t not to defpife men in want, but on 
file cdfttfary, Ihoiild rather give *em fome marks 
of oUr Countenance: and as Contempt perhaps is 
Wk 6f thfe g^feiteft Misfortunes of thfe iPoor, we riiay 
ih folne ifleafuVfe alleviate their uneafinfefe, by af- 
fltflffg tiifeiii plainly and frankly, that we do hot 
eft&ift *€m the life for thieii" being in low circum- 

(fencai 
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A man Iliould take care to ihew hitnfelf aflfabk 
and courteous to his Domefticks, for by this beha- 
Viour he makes their condition more fupporuble to 
them. *Tis purely the eSedt of Fortune that they 
are fo low, and that we are above 'cm. 

'Tis not our intcreft always to be ovef-rigorous 
in the demanding of our Rights. Nothing looks 
better than for a man fometimes to drop part of 
his Pretenfions. 

A man of prudence fhou'd avoid to game high ^ 
'tis too dangerous a diverfion : Anger, Heat and 
Quarrels generally accompany it ; it often procures 
a man uneafy nights, and at long-run. it effedhially 
ruins him. This is not all, for let his Fortune be 
what it will, he that games muft be eternally upon 
his guard, for fear of being cheated -, and is it not 
a wretched life always to march fo, as if we were in 
an enemy's Country ? 

A man ought to have nothing (ingular or afFefted 
in his Habit, IXfcourfe or Manners. In my opinion 
the modeil Air becomes a man better tnan that 
which they call the genteel Air. 

*Tis good to have in one's Countenance fome- 
thing great, that procures both Efteem and Refpedt : 
but an affable open Behaviour is fall ^ advanta- 
geous to us, and gains us the love of all men. As 
for the imperious haughty Mien that is fo miich in 
fafhion, in my opinion, it is only proper for our 
military gentlemen. 

We fhould learn not to be uneafy with our ielves, 
and to ftudy well this leflbh. 'Tis happy for a man 
to find his account in himfelf, and indeed he may 
iSnd it whenever he pleafcs. 

The Court is, as it were, an Epitome of the whole 
Kingdom > where all that is exquifite and polite, is 
to be found in perfeftion. Not only the beft man- 
ner of fpeaking, but the moft refined Modes, De- 
portment, and Gallantry, are the natural growth 

of 
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of that Spil. Molt of thefe things are not to be 
learnt, but by Succefs, as Phyfuck is not well un- 
dcrftood but by Experience. However, *twou'd not 
be amifs,. in my opinion, if we endeavoured to 
know them by their caufes, which would be the 
beft and fureft way. And to this end we ihou'4 
penetrate iiito the nature of thofe things which will 
pleafe, and know the hearts of men. 

Tne only Study in ilit Courts of Princes is how. 
to pleafe, becaufe a riian makes his fortune there by 
being agreeable. This is the reafon why Courtiers 
are fo polite. On the contrary, in Towns and Re- 
publicks where men are forced to take pains to get* 
their living, the laft of their cares is to pleafe, and^ 
this it is that makes them more clownilh. ' 

That which we call Tafte in a flgurative fenfe,, is 
a very rare thing, and but very few people ca,n 
boali of it. *Tis fcarce to be learnt or taught, biiC 
it muft be bom with us. Exquifite Knowledge feems 
to be above it, and carries a greater latitude : but 
iii' the commerce of the world, and in moft affairs 
of life, a good Tafte is^ in truth, of equal fervice," 
and afts its part very well. When we have got this 
advantage, we ought not to run down thofe that* 
have it not. We have no demonftration to convince 
our opponents, and fhew them that they are in the 
wrong. 'Tis eafier to bring thfem over to our fide. 
hy infihuation and addrefs, than to perfuade them, 
by arguments. 

A man cannot be agreeable and good company,' 
unlefs he is able to think nicely and readily upon all 
that IS faid in Converfation i which he can never do, 
unlefs he has a good f^nd of Wit, a faithful Me- 
mory, and a fuitable Imagination. 'Tis requiflte 
likewife to be a Matter of one's mother Tongue, 
and know all the Niceties, Beauties, and Delicacies 
pf it. Without this, though our Thoughts werie 
thp beft in the world,' we cannot exped they fhould 
pleafe, Z^ We 
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We ought to accommodate pur fclve? ta ^hc ca^ 
pacitics of thofe people we converfe wi.!;hi. ^.^d to, 
cJce ip fbm^ mearare th6 altitude ar\d dcgfee of ttigir 
Un^rftanding, Above all, we fliould" not afRft 
th< va^iity to be the H^d of th^ Cgmpany. 4, 
rpan makes himfelf more agreeable, when he he^ 
lyiHingly, and without jeal6ufy 5. an<J vjilj fiiffgr o- 
thcrs to have Wit as well as Wm(e]£ 

No Subjeft ii fo barren, upon whip h fometlipg' 
may not be well faid: biit. although tjie §uWe<9t. 
fhou -d b^ never io barren, yet a map has ftiff ij\ 
reierve the PoUtenefs of the Expfeflion, of which he 
is an abfohite mafter, and which can nev^r fail him^ 
Witty Sayings and apt Repart^e$ happen buf felr, 
dom, and depend upon; time and chaQce. Stprt^ 
^4 Talcs do not a|\vays fncceed^ therefore wc_ Ihoutd 
noi^ fkll ihtbthat ftrain tpo pften ; but w^en we are 
en^ged in then;!,^ w^ ftpu'd take^ caif^thajt the oar- 
ration, be not tirefprne,! iaiid that there be. always- 
fomethifig particular and diverting in. it, to enter-, 
tain the company, Difcr^tipn will teach us to aygid^ 
Repetitions; We cj^re. not to hear what y?c kffpw; 
jtlreadyj^^ and what confequentJy wiU ROt ferve t^ Jm^ 
prove us. 

Things that have an a}r of Noyqlty and Gran-i 
deur •, things that are of univdrftl ufe, ajpd. reco©-^ 
mended by tl\e praftice pf gret^t Men, wi|letern^J[.ly 
pf^af^ i not only hecayfe men a^e natur^y ingui:^ 
fttive, but becaufe they defpift whatever i§ triviaj 
or pf little importance, and. are generally affe©;ed 
tl^kh what has the patrpnage of Quality. 

'Tis fpr this reafon, that whjgi.t com.^ frpm thcs; 
Country, frpm little Towns and oKcutQ Plac!^> is. 
but indifferendy received, . Wq arQ f pt tp ijn^ia^ 
that Pplitene6^ ajid g. ^opd iT^ft^. is npt. to bp fow4 
tjiere. 

For the fame re^pn alfp MetaphpfSi feorrpw^c^ 
from War, frQi:aHwting, and thq Seqt,. m fo 'weU 

receivM % 
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received ; whereas we cannot aidure thofe that are 
raken &om mean defpicable FrofsPions ^ Ob^^^. 

'Tii noc to be expcfted that Converfarion moufcl 
Ixj always alike i iince it depends upon Chance, m— 
"Well as other thirds. 

A man will never be either ingenious or agreeable, 
if he dges jp^ apply ^^fc^ tp reail; wichiuc that, 
the bcft natural parts are commonly dry and bar- 
ren. He ought fo to msnagf himfelf, that in his 
Anions, Difcourle, and Mannere, an Air of Po- 
litcads,. may never foriyce Jjiqi : nothipg i^ pioi:^ 
fcdhdalgjis Qiaii ta be cj^wngh ^d iU-bfi^d. . . 

Politenefs is a mkture of Kfcretion, Civility, 
Ce mpl tt if a nc e, and, Ciccuna^Maion 1 accompanie d ■ 
vf'tth an agreeable Air that fcts off whatever one 
fayg, or 4ci«: And ^ fg-m^ny tJiin^anp eficn- 
tially neceflaiy to acquire this Politenefs, 'ds no 
wonder we fee it fo rarely. 

WHedier it is that Women are naturally more po- 
lite^, Or that to pleofe them the Mind rifes and em- 
bellilbes itfelf i 'as fiwH them principally, diatPQ^ 
litep?6 is learnt. 
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THE CHARMS 

OF 

F R I E N D S H IP. 

THE PREFACE. 

Fall Commerces, Friendjhip is that wbitb 
moft of dl requires finceritji andgene^- 
rally has the leaji. 'True greatnefs of 
Soul being no longer in fajbion, wf 
readily pardon the ferfidious, and as, 
according to tbe opinion of a great Wit '» 
die feeming Virtues of mien are nothing but Vices 
conccal'd, ibofe Friendjhips winch appear to is 
ftrongeft, are only Deigns well laid, or Malice cun- 
ningly manag'd. All tbe world ii Jb well pleas'4 v?itb 
this method of ailing^ that a man is loth to undeeeive 
himfelf, for fear of being obliged to regulate bis Incli~ 
nations by bis Reafon. Whatever influence tbit may 
have over him to make him honefl, yet Self-hvey the 
more powerful printiph of the {ff!o^ continue'}} preaches 
up Intereft to him ; and t his our weaknejt of abandon-t 
ing yirfue, when we find it unfajhiomhle^ naturally 
leads us to this Infidelity, which if Jb univerfally 
pra£iis*d. 

> Z*« Duke lit la RecbtfiueauU. .' 
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IjBt fious AJfes preach up Virtue^ s Rules 

In the vile.Canf and Jargon of the Schools ; 
' With fond Chimara^s let 'em fill their Brainj 
. Andfpend their lungs on thread-bare Truths in vai^- 
^ By better Masfims t aught j the thinking Wife 
. Aim to be greats andjiudy how to rife. 

A-moral Blockhead is the Statejman^sfport^ 
-Vice at the Change^ is Virtue at the Court, 

*Tts prudence to be governed by the Modcj 

Why Jbould we then be unfafhionably good ? 
' Reafon its Slaves to Errors does betray j 

Example beji inftruiky and fbows the way. 

R^afon^s a Mute^ with endlefs Doubts perplex t^ 
' Ufe is the Judge ^ that muft explain the Text. 

' flow can any thing in the world be more abfurd^ 
than to^ make Cuftom be that to Reafon^ which the • 
Judge is to theLdWj I mean a rule to it ? Is tbis[ 
Light -i which is given us to dijiinguifh good from en)il^[ 
fubjeSl to change, like human Ordinances ? ' If Art * 
can thus prefcribe againft. Nature y we ought honejlly * 
to own^ that we are revived to be no longer influenc d^ 
by Virtue^ that we are too lazy or too fervilely inclined 
to fet our f elves free^, in fhort too fond of our Error 
to dejire a Remedy. But as this Corruption is wholly 
in the Willj Uis impqffible for us to be cured^ unlefs 
we heartily wifb it. 

In vain dull lazy Wifhes we employ 

That injured Virtue may her throne enjoy^ 

Thoughtlefs alas ! we^re hurried with the Ttdcy 

And Faljhood reigns^ while Honefty*s decry'' d. 

Governed by Fafhion^^ fond our felves to cheat j 

' fFifh eafe we take and fwallow the deceit. 
' Honour 
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Honour in vain Jhrves to maintain the field j 
Nature reMi 4t AomCf ami fafoe$ ber ia yisiU, 

STws if Tbad been to cotnpofe a flay for the St^j 
wherein I mufi have dtavm the cbar alters $f fume 
ferfim of €UP j4gey I had been fiared to put my Fancy 
to the racij to nuMe me to de/iribe that Treachery^ 
which my He^rt is m( acmaintadw^: I mufb have 
dijguis^d my own- natural Qsmus to ba%n made it wme 
modijby and not have fct dawtfi my, ewt pur^ nafur^ 
Thought 5y without fopie mixture of tHftmulatitm^ Sut 
perhaps it would' not look well in mm who does net pre- 
tend to court jfyphttfiy to fide with dt their WKrnJteSj 
to flatter all tlmrSrrwsj and to betray bis own y^dg- 
ment. Ilmf^^wj. weU, that IJbaJl be aamfed of 
the fame vanity tbi^ TtHU laid to p»Cjr^«V cbarg^ i 
I mean of defigni^to Jet up my, Jilf for a J^attXKn 
of a true FrietSy as the other madebimfelf the Stan-- 
dardof a compkat' Orator ^ or as the dffkm Pjuato 
fet up him/elf for the model (f a Politicians bui^ jf / 
am fond of Repupaiion^ this wiUhe but. a jtffi ptmyk- 
ment upon me for my vanity \ and if I am not fiat- 
ter\d by it^ T JBall little fear xuhat.may d^roy my 
credit with Criticb of the lower Chji^ 

J ought not to wonder^ iffp JmaU and infignificant 
aTreatiJe at this meets the defkii^ofjfi many gc^d 
Books. Efieem fofdetimex comes- fron^ certain perjims^ 
to whom it is mt much for a man*s reputationr to be be^ 
hoidcji for it, ^ eraery man putx in his pretenfions 
to frit J *tis natural for him to ftan4 Up for his ow$i^ 
particular Tafie. IVben we han)e not fenfe enough to 
judge for our felves% w^ are not contefft to folhw anp- 
ther man^s opiniony without making fome malicious 
improvement of our own upon it. tVe are always 
finding (^ faulty tofbow our exaltnefi in Criticijin*, 
we affeS to aptecfr great Talkers ^ but take no care to 
bold our tongue I the Reader does mt fet fo much va- 
lue upon ths Reputation ^ an Author^ as to purchafe 

it 



i^ at the frice ofjjlepcej which be htows not haw to 
fra^ife. I doiCi pretend by, makingthU ComflabUj ' 
Hiker to ie^CpmpiendatioUx or frefoffefs theigoodCru 
tifks- in m^j^VQur. Afy Rook may be Worth nothw^^ * 
tdtbw^, tn my opinion it is mne of the wor^\ and' 
Sei^hve^or Fondnefix or the Singujartty of m!^ Palate ^ 
may make me over-took great Fault Sy which Gentlemen 

of better Judffuent^ and lefi aancurned. for my ff^orks^. 

may dtfcover much heHer- tbtm-my fif. ffi^twilt' 
comfort me in Jiicb a misfortune^ is^tbat I am no more 
t^ 'Se turned ilkm-^ he that iH fiwli^ fays away bad' 
J^oney^ and does not know it tQ be fo, / JhaU^ever 
think it a Ufirtprocfch to want. JuUgment^ tharu Af^ 
f^onfat the fublick, Xh^ I^adies ^ Gallantry may 
perbats.heJiffleafeda^ my manner of attacking them, 
and thofi that ate, virtuous .vHU infallibly bjame me fir 
exprej^n^^ my felf in too' general dermis ^ 

r * ■ 

^ tf:^^Jbouid' the ^^:)i comfUin ^ me ? 

JV^ B^cJkn^mgr^, of th^mrdoAhftty^ ,. 
^han wbati tbmfthes talk evetryr day.. 
If' they hate' him thatfi>ows their Faces^ 
Wl^ don^t they bredk their Looking-;gla£es ? 

JJiowev^ it be% wh^thfr my B^&k offends either one 
of the othiTy I make them honourable Reparation » 
^d if it does nQtoJjend tbem^ I give *emfome new In- 
fgrmation: ^Ididnotgrveareafinformy Fraceedure^ 
Jmij^alo^s Peqple might conclude^ that I rail agflinji' 
Ga^lofitry be,c^%[e I am f4ifi itj as bad Authors com- 
plain, of the prejent Age, wben^ it damns, their ff^ri- 
tirm. M[a^ki^d is fi ready to father that upon Hypo- 
<r^ or Dijffi/l% which they know not hew to afcribe 
tq other Vic.eSx that they frequently miftake in their 
conje^MJfeSy^ wd, pgfs fentence without equity. Though 
J^tak^' thil CAU tQ juftify my felf^ yet I will not be 

I averfi 
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averfe to any advice that comes from good hands. 1 
will retrench both in my Thoughts and mySiile^ what^ 
iver may difpleafe them^ andJhaU rather chufe in pure 
good mawterSj to give way to ' thofe that have a ri^t * 
to cenfure me^ than ohjlinately to maintain thofe Opi-' 
nionsy which are not to he defended. 
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THEGHARMS OF FRIENDSHIP, 

OU R Agie IS not in a condition to be reformed 
by Precepts o£ Virtue, or fevere Reflexions up- 
on its V ices* It wou'd be loft labour to reccnnmend 
the practice of Friendfhij), unkfe we firft demon- 
ftrated the Advantages of it ; and Morality as well 
as Nature wou'd but make feeble impreflions upon 
us, if it did <not eftablifh its principles upon Plea- 
fure. Man naturally defires Ha^ppinefe, but knows 
not how to obtain it : he feldom or never is deceived 
by this general Principle, that what we love is not 
Happineis unleis it be conformable . to Virtue ; but 
he deceives himielf in the application, and in Qrder 
to reconcile his Inclinations to his Idea of Happi- 
nefs, he lays it down for a private Rule to himfelf, 
that whatever is rq)ugnant .to his defires, . can never 
be virtuous. . I don't pretend, like a fage Moralift, 
to fhow the difference between our and ' the former 
Age. I am very well fatisfied, that the corruption of 
mankind has in all times of the world been as great 
as it is at prefent, that the firft Ages beheld the firft 
Adulterers, and that the Vices of our times are no- 
thing but Copies of the former ; but I may juftly 
enough complain that the worid leaps blindly into 
the Torrent, without confidering whither it will 
carry them, and that men take fo much pains tq 
avoid that which appears to be the moft hoheft, with^, 
out ever examining whether it 5s not likewiTe'the^ 
^ moft agreeable. Altho* 
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^ Aljho* thofe worthy Gendemen the Couftiers take 
vpoa them to judge decifively of the delicacy of 
Pleafures, yet if by over-refining, we take away all 
the Iweetneis of Fnendihip, we may fay that theirs 
fe wholly Theatrical, fince it . has nothing but an 
outfide to Ihow ; that thofe who can beft diflemble 
pais for the bell Friends, and that 'tis the mark of 
a true Courtier to carefe you all the while he de- 
. figns to cut your throat, as the impoflibility of 
making out a Crime is a proof of a man's being in- 
nocent. Union of Hearts is cry'd down at Court 
like falfe money, and indeed much more ; for falfe 
money is fcarce to be found in this place, where al- 
moft all the Gallants fet up for fincere Lovers, 
where the young Abbots pretend to Devotion, and 
thefupple fawning Marquis to Integrity. Now is 
it poffible for a man to live a more uneafy uncom- 
fortable Life ^n this, and don't we buy our pre- 
ferment at too dpar a rate, when it colls us fo much 
ferviJe cringing and fubmiffion ? 'Tis downright non- 
fcnfe, in my opinion, to commit this violence upon 
one felf, only to ruine one's Enemy, and we give 
him too great an advantage over us, when we fa- 
crifice the repofe of our Lives only to capacitate our 
felves to (Jo him a mifchief. 

^ The fame offers of Friendlhip that lay afleep the 
Caution of thofe whom we don't love, wear the Li- 
very of Flattery when they are paid to Crown'd 
Heads. And this it is that deprives Kings and Fa- 
vourites of the greateft Happinefs that Society be- 
ilows upon Mankind. They have fo many other 
attraftives befides Merit and Inclination, to draw 
the world after them, that we never trouble our 
felves about being their Friends, provided we can be 
their Creatures. Thofe that are wholly direded by 
rfieir Ambition and Intereft, have no other defign in 
jraifing themfclves in the efteem of their Prince, but 
^eyely to raife their Fortune 5^ and even fuch as wou'd 
.1 aft 
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findbig iltey taWidt htottc ft>r Aat agtetable Cbfifi- 
xfence, •which ^S thft Sotd artd Lift: dfPriettiha), afe 
IbfctiJ tb take the faWie ttica'fttttt <(rith iJte tfe!^ ai-. 
tiho* ^ittft Ifheir IftcMnation -, and Ans di^ do tMt 
oat (* itedcffitjr, ^ith iFhttettrs dottutbfdefigh. 
Th* we fihd, that thdfe fupfle Slaves t»ho kfe ibei 
Tistik Iddlatfcrt ^ol* a ttisui ii pfo^rhy, aw the S A 
Aat abandwh him iphcn hfc fails ihto di^te % fer 
« Aeir IneKfiatteite i»hbHy centre in^fctteftft, tti^ 
lofe aB rfieh- wirtftth witn that hegtes to "oedlftt, 
*hd tlftir PffendiMtt \frhich was httflt \ipfeh f'df cawe, 
iills iMtd ifetkSiMy ■with that. 

fiwh Lot^ fc Telf comes a^s ttioch fhott df Friaid- 
ftip as Afe adbredcth that is paid tb ^eatnefs. If 
tift bhth of lAat taffioh is AjII oi'tuffWlt, **& ttittdi 
Tftore R) "When k igrows to a head. A liian ttitift d\#h 
hi»f«*f a Ooxcoihb that Very moittent he dedaws 
he b to low. Mt ffluft huihtfar afl the jfafttaftidt 
Whimfies tjf his MMitS, he rtuft fig^and thw>^ 
Wmrcff at heir ftw:,hfe muft fpeak by %ft and rroifeii 

>>HK)te Jnottth at fcaft, befolt he datei open hfe lips « 
he rmift laiTe her ^a!«j|y, t)h puf^dfe tskhwir #lat 
l«t)g«fi hft has made in her Heatt, and he mtift bfc 

jealous in his own turn, to IhttW the vfofehtis cl" !Ms 

Pillloft } he tnttftcJideavbTif to IhppiaAt the be!<Jved 
RKrah J he inuft ht tapoM to the fliafi<:e (5*^ iri^oft, 
who aw not fo ; and after he has rti&de tdl dhfel^ jacl- 
>aftces, he oftdi finds hithfelf ovef-topt by ifesfe 
new coifter, whom «kher atddent brtngs tJpftft tfee 
Stajge, ifc his Mifttels by feme fecret fymtefth^ lifets 
betttt than hiittfclF. I knew Well ixm^ that tJ«& 
noble Paffion, as they call it, paflls for the mark aJF 
a tender Heart, and that every handfeffit yttuM 
Feltow carries his Chain fooner (jr later i but if thS 
Rule be true, *ds tettainly fbr no othef ffea^ but 
that we ought to know the greatefl: Evils, Ih '6t&ti 
the better t» avoid them. . . ^ 

■\ *■ - • - . 

Now 
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Now ^^riehcfflii^ has tl the |)feafime5 of Ldve, 
wirfiOBfc toy t3f its Aefeifts, Our Judgmeftt teathcA 
tts to have an efteferti for S^^ffbm<)fkii^ Integrity 
but ftfll dife is *i6t Friendftiip, tho' it is the t^'Gt 
Attt i34^uces it, as the picafirfe «i^e take in behold-- 
iilgA ll&i OtgetSt is ftot L(yrt |)re>periy fpeaking^ but 
f^ Prfted^ t)A which it is fouhtfcd. The firft 
M(iVewient we fold in (mf fclves for a maft of Vin 
tee ist6 wiih him wtU, but tWs Imprcffion is not as 
ye* ftwhg enough to make iri ^Jatcicipate in hfc 
MMbmmes : and a^ two Pafiton^ are almofl always 
re^iired to convince tts, that we are heattfly in lovt, 
the Joy we take in feeing the befcrttrf Objcftj and 
dieGtiefwefeelin being nemote from it *, ib^tisne^ 
teffary that our Frien Jfhip ihouW have two Indica- 
tkms to Ihow k felF, vit. our readintfs to partake 
in the cafemitJeS 6f our Friend, and our defires Aat 
lie may partake in tnir good fbrttmc. 

Friendflilp ac well as I^ve has itJ agreeable yt ne 
JUi qHoi ; the latter prcpoflfeftis ouf mmds, and will 
iltM: ^H^ us to liHen to any thing that attempcsto 
^Idftfoy fti It will not giv« us leave to fee any laults 
^ativer ki our Mifttc6, but under riie appearance 
9i good qualities. It make^ us take her Inconftancy 
fcf fta agreeabte Gaiety, her Stupidity for Wifdom, 
hir iSiddmefi for Wit, and her Dulncfs for Prudence. 
It ftpreftftto to it felf Featuits in the Face tiiat w«e 
MiVW tJ^dfC^ It diTcover^ Beauties in the Mind that 
^ only eitated by^ our FondndS : in fine, it ftat- 
4fei« U6 agreeably, till at laft we ate in the condition 
"itf ftiMoldCkptivcs, who caimot Ixvt without dieir 
Itmm. It make^ «$ throw away Si^, tho* we had 
fievtr aliy beftowtd upon us ; it fets us a tjuarreiling 
ilil^ our Rivals for Favotws we can challenge no 
more than tixcy can, and makts us interpret the 
-coldheft of the perfon we love to be nothing elfe 
- but a wife precaution to give Lore w^hout dan- 
^, or itoetve it without jw^Te. 

The^ 
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The Je nefai qim of Friendihip is nodiing near 
fo unintelligible as this, becaufe it conunonly afis 
with much more calmneis. It leaves us mafteis 
enough of our felves to pals a true Judgment on 
every thing \ nay, it lets us upon examining widi 
care, whether the Perlbns we love poflfels the Qua- 
lities that are nece(&ry for fo mce a Unioii ) and 
provided we are free fix)m Intereft and Flattery, 
our Understanding which in Love is always the 
Cully of the Heart, in Friendihip does almoft always 
govern it. Therefore we ought never to proftitute 
io noble a Treafure, but examine, and fuffer our 
ielves to be examined in our turn, before we love or 
are beloved ; and lince after the Union is once made, 
we ought always to advife with the nun whom we 
have chofen for our Friend, let as deliberate before 
we make our choice. The mutual efteem of two 
Friends is always the firft Link in the Chain ; *tisst 
hard matter to love in good eameft, unleis we find 
(bme amiable Qualities in our Friend, and. if (bme- 
times our eagemefs make us take them upon trufl^, 
we no fooner difcover our miftake, but our Reaibn 
dire£b us to make another choice. RefpeA and de^ 
ference owe their riie to this mutual efteem which 
I wou*d always have among Friends ; we fubnjit to 
their advice as to a Law, when we know they are 
coo fincere to endeavour to deceive us, and whoi we 
believe them prudent enough not to be deceived 
themfelves : we elpoufe all their Quarrels w:itt a 
more juftifiable warmth, when we are perfuafled 
that they are neither injuft Defenders, nor xa& Ag* 
greflbrs ; and if at any dme we fliouldbe inclined to 
infringe the Rights of Friendfhip, yet that refpeft 
which a long acquaintance has formed in us, ,mll at 
laft bring our judgment over to its party* 

This want of mutual Efteem renders the Friend- 
ihip of ambitious men weak aixi fhort-liv'd : 'tis inn 
poflible for them to have a real £ftcem for wj 

z one, 
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one, bccaufe thcfy think too well of their own me- 
rit ; ind if they are at any time forced to acknow- 
ledge it in others, it produces nothing but fecret 
jealoufles, and uneafy confufions in them. Now thefc 
arie the men we fhould never pitch upon for Friends, 
but ought to avoid all correlpondence with them, 
and reft fatisfy'd that all the overtures of Friendfhip 
they make us are but fo many (hares to entangle us ; 
for which reafon I cou*d wifli that a pair of Friends 
well united in their hearts, their judgments and in- 
clinations, were likewife fo in their employs ; but as 
it would be a hard matter to reconcile fo many cir- 
cumftances, and to find a couple of Friends fo ex- 
a6Uy refembling one another in every thing, the 
inequality of birth, of fortune, of employments 
tnzf be well enough fupply*d by Prudence and Sin- 
cerity, He that is wealthier than his Friend, ought 
hot to value himfelf upon thofe advantages ; but 
that the other may forget them, he muft condefcend 
to come down a few fteps, fince Fortune has raifed 
him fo high : for unlefs he can do that, his Friend 
who finds himfelf at the bottom of the hill, will 
fcarce have aflurance enough to look up -, and in- 
deed if by his affability and eafinefs of accefs he does 
not take away the oifproportion that is between 
them, 'tis impofllble that ever their Friendfhip 
ihould be fincere and lafting. 

By this it will appear, what a Generofity and 
Greatnefi of Soul I require in Friendlhip : I cannot 
endure that we Ihould think of perfons that may be 
ferviceable to us when we talk of chufing a Friend* 
•Tis well enough obferved by Seneca, that 'tis 
lawfiil to infringe a Friendfhip, where we expeft 
to find any thing elfe but Friendfhip. Now not to 
fet/up for a Stoick, when I fpeak of a Friend, 1 
mean a man whofe Life is ib dear to me, that I wou*d 
fireely expofc my own to preferve his* I mean a 

Vol. III« A a man 
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man whofe Banifliment fhould be the fame thing to 
me as my own ; one that has a r^t to difpofe of 
me, as ot his own proper Goods and Chattels, one 
that will communicate wkh me his Fortune as well 
as his Opinion, and thinks he lays the higheft obli- 

fation on. me, when he makes me partake in the 
)ifgraces, that are occafioned by his indifcretion, 
or ill deftiny. If this Principle I lay dawn be true, 
the rcafoning of LiELius in Cicero appears to mc 
a little too felfifh. I cannot, fays this nice Friend, 
deplore the death of SciPia, fince all that Friend- 
fliip requu^es from us, ij, that we fhould be concer- 
ned for the Misfortunes of the man we love. Now 
SciPio has loft nothing by his death v the reputa- 
tion he has acquired in the. world, will be hap- 
pily confummated by diis glorious Exit. "When he 
was living, he only poflefled a room in t^e minds 
of the Romans, but now he is gone to take his 
place as a God in our Temples, and his death has 
coft.our Citizens as many tears, as his valour for- 
4!nerly drew from his enemies^ His condition can- 
not be more happy, and fince I am a greater lofcr 
ihan he by this doleful feparation, the world would 
be apt to impute that to my concern for niy Country^ 
or to Self-love, which is nothing but pure Friendfhipi 
fliould I beftow tears upon him, who receives no- 
thing but incenfe now^ Thus far the Philofophy of 
an ingenious man may go, who has not a heart 
tender enough. Let him who pleafes allow it •, but 
as for my felf, I frankly declare, that without mind- 
ing what the world will think of me, I fhould be- 
hold the death of my Friend with as much horrour 
as a fearful criminal behoids the inftrument of his 
punifhment j Time which heals all other wounds, 
wouM never clofe up mine •, Pleafures which alle- 
viate the blackeft forrows, wou'd but aggravate the 
remembrance of ray lofs j nay, all the efforts that 

, could 
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Cduld be ufed to bring me to a good humour, wou*d 
have no more influence upon my foirow, than the 
griefs which a true Friend fhould communicate to 
me wou'd have upon my pleafures* Altho* my 
Friendlhip hated the very ftame of profit, yet it 
wou'd demand love : and my Friend whcii oiice I 
liad chofen him \Vou*d make me pafs my hours very 
. uneafily, if he wou*d not love upon the Iquare^ 
and lay in an equal ftock of complaifance and dili-» 
gence even in the fmalleft matters. 

Equity of mind is one of the moft iblid founda- 
tions which a fincere Friendfliip can have i and this 
is the reafon why young people are incapable of this 
Union. They are frequently tranfported by Paf-^ 
iions, which break all the meafures of Friendfhip i 
and as according to their different tiemper they are 
cither awkward diffemblers, or troublefome with 
their fondnefe, they fear the counfels of a Friend 
who fhould go about to oppofe their extravagan- 
cies. Can you imagine that a young man, juft en- 
tred in an Amour, and who is fool enough to believe 
that he can conquer hh Miftrefe at firft light, wouM 
J>ay any great i-egard to the advice of an expericn-^ 
ced Friend, who fhould prudently remind him of 
the vanity of his intrigue ? Women of addrefs keep 
off their Gallants at a diftance, whether becaufe 
they have a real Virtue to preferve, which is very 
lure in fo weak a Sex, or becaufe they vould at lealt 
keep up the appearances of their Honour, which 
they are obliged in pure neceffity to maintain- It is 
liext to impolTible, that a hot-headed young Fellow' 
Jhould be able to find his way out of the labyrinth, 
arid know all the windings and turnings of it, if he does 
not apply himfelf to a faithful, unprejudiced Friend^ 
who fees every thing by a better light than himfelf. 

What contributes to make the fpring-timc of our 
Life uncapable of the advantages of a true and fofid 

A a 2 Friend- 
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. Priendfhip is, thatvoung men, generally fpeaking^ 
hate crcn the very Jdea of Virtue. That name gives 
them as much horrour as its coRtrary pleafes them ; 
and as they look upon its rewards to be only in re- 
verfion, they conclude that 'tis time ill Ipent to fet 
up for Wildom, and to ccHifult Reafon, when they 
jhould indulge dieir Senfes. Thtis we find, that young 
people are perpetually engaging their Friends in 
their criminal Paffions ; and if ever they ask advice, 
they expert before-hand to hear themfclves com- 
mended, and not to be better infbrm'd : the highed: 
oblation you can lay upon them, is to flatter their 
Inclinations, and not being able to feduce their 
Friends by thefe idle follies, by which themfclves 
are fcduced, they rather chufe to perfcverc in them, 
than in compkuance to their Friends to part with 
them. If they have Wit, 'tis a vain frothy bubble 
which only pleafes thofe that don't examine it; but 
as for that Wit which confifb in a good management 
of our felves,which governs the Senfes and the Heart, 
which dh-edts our Difcourfe and Silence, they are nei- 
ther mafl:ers of it, neither do they care to be : and as 
flattery cofts men of voluble tongues little or nothing, 
they make no fcruple to facrifice their Friend to their 
vanity of talking, and to footh his paffion. 

What a (lock of prudence now is requir'd in 
Friendfliip to avoid thefe rocks on which fb many 
correfpondences have fplit! Some maintain, that 
we ought to do as much for our Friends, as we wou'd 
do for our felves, but others have laid it down for a 
Maxim, that we are not obliged to ftir a ftep farr 
ther for them, than they will flS- for us. I will only 
allow thofe Gentlemen to follow the firfl: opinion, 
who have a great deal of felf-love ; that which we 
ought to do for a Friend is fomething fo very in- 
gaging, that it Ihould oftentimes make us foiget 
what wc owe to our felvcs. And as for the fecond 

Opi- 
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Opinion, which would have us fcrupuloufly exami«^ 
what our Friends will do for us, before we refolve 
to do any thing for them ; ^tis my belief that we 
ought to ferve them the firft opportunity that offers 
itfelf, and that thele troublefbme chains they wou'd 
put upon Friendfhip rather proceed from intereft 
and a capricbus humour than from a judicious prer. 
caution ; every moment of doing a good ofHce fpr 
our Friend, is oneof thegreatefl bleffings of Friend- 
fliip. We ought not to lerve them flowly, as a 
Minifler of State does his Creatures. Thofe whom 
Princes advance to that rank, when they have a 
mind to pre&r any of their dependants, to make 
^em always remember the mean condition froni 
which they railed them, never advance them but by 
dc^ees ; and as they defign no other ufe of them 
than merely to fupport their own grandeur, they 
never heartily trufl them till they find them neceA 
fary tools to preferve themfeLves from falling 5 
howcvo-, by their good will they will always keep 
the power in their hands, to deflroy their own 
workmanfhip whene'er it fhall revolt againfl the 
workman. Friends ought to ferve one another after 
a different mannei*, becaufe thev a6): upon a diffe- 
rent principle. They ought to fofiren by their oblir 
ging deportment that uneafifiefs we find in receiving 
a kjndnei& ; they ought to make a flight mention 
of the good offices they return for very indifferent 
ferviccy ; they fhould fave their Friends the trouble 
of thanking them for every fevour they receive, and 
daily Ileal fomething from Gratitude, in order to en* 
rich Friendfhip with its fpoils. 

As Love is purely founded upoprthe defire of ouc 
own joy, and the Obje<Sl of Friaicifhip is the pleafurc 
of the perfon whom we love ; we find that both 
Lovers and Friends in the viciffitudes of Forixme ol> 
ferve a djfferent conduft. A Lover who dcfires tq 

Aa I ht^oyf^ 
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know how his Miftrds'sHeart ftands afie^ted to hiin^" 

pr to fee her Thoughts pamted in her Face> acquaints 

her wkh all the misfortunes that happen tx> him, 

and accordingly as he obfcnres ihe's concem'd for 

his calamities, by that he judges what a Jhar&he has 

in her afie£kion. Thus the difclofing of hia affaiis 

to her, continually comes home to himielf ; butdiis 

ought rather to be called an Art of knowing how tx> 

difcover a fecret, than a real confidence on either 

fide. On the other hand, a Lover takes care to 

conceal his profperity fisom his MUbefi, left he 

fhould owe thofe favours to his good fortune, which 

he wou'd have only paid to his merit ; and the* the 

perfon whom he loves is not in the leaft a (lave to 

intereft, yet the fear he lies under, left her Heart 

ftiould- change, poifons his picture, and fortifies his 

fuipicions infinitely more than the ipoft virtuous 

and difinterefted Favours can charm him* 

The Conduft of a true Friend ought to be quite 
fdifierent from this* He ought, with eagerne^, to 
cornmunicate to his Friend all the occa&uis he has 
pf joy, and to take much more pleafure in acquaint* 
ing him with them, than in referving them to biifh 
felf, as he wou'd do, if Friendfhip did not oblige 
him to make this difcovery. On the other hand, 
iwhen he's ill treated by Fortune, he ought witii al| 
his addrefs to manage that Concern, which will make 
a much deeper impreflion upon the heart of a faiths 
fill Friend, than the moft fatal calamity that cou*d 
happen to hiinfelf. This Rule ought to be inviola* 
bly obferv'd, when it js not in our Friend's ppwer 
to alleviate the mifery we impart to him 5 otherwife 
we fhould to no purpofe four and blacien FriendT 
ihip, which ought to know nothing but chearfulncfi 
and pleafure, O Acrwife we Ihould put the invention 
pf our Friend on the rack, to find out fome means 
of fcrviqg, us, when 'tis wholly out of his reach} 
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and if he fhould fondly imagine himfeJf capai)Je to 
affift us, his zeal wouM betray htm into wrong mea- 
fiires, tiot to reckon his trouble and lofs of time. 
Indeed if we are certa:in that our Friend can help 
iis out of rfie briars, we ought not to rob him of 
the opportunity : for in this cafe, it wou'd be rather 
^fidelity than prudence^ to conceal our affairs from 
him ; nay, we fboiild hi^ly aifront him, if by a 
diftruftfiil fileftce We fliou*d 'deny him the pleafure 
of comforting us in our miferies. Whatever we re- 
ceive from fo dear a hand has much more efficacy 
to lay afleep our cares than any other charm, and 
every new proof of kindnefs we receive, leaves as 
deiighdul impreffiofts behind it, as the reconcilia- 
tions of Lovers after a little fallii^ out. Not that 
when we communicate our affliftions to the man we 
love, we have the leaft intention to forbid him all 
manner of joy, and prefcribe him laws of forrow. 
Were it fo, we fliould redouble our own grief in- 
ftead of fofrening it ; and the bare refie6tion, that 
our Friend fuffer'd fo much for our fakes, woii*d af- 
fli<5t us infinitely more, than even our own misfor- 
tunes : but thus it is, that the prefence of a Friend 
reftores us to perfeft tranquillity ; the confolation 
he gives us, ferves as a counterpoife to our forrow, 
and the pleafure we feel in fhowing him what a con- 
fidence we have in his Friendfhip, gives us all the 
fatisfaftion and joy imaginable, while our Friend 
on the other hand is not obliged to leflfen our grief 
for us, by taking one half of the burden upon him- 
felf. 

In making this ufe of a Friend in a fcafonable 
time, and obliging him with a good grace, the 
fecurity as well as pleafure of the moll perfe6t 
Union confifb. This method is very eafy to thofe 
that are willing to praftife it ; the continuance of it 
draws no di%uft after it, and when *tis exadly ob- 
^ed, i% eftablifhes fo virtuous a liberty^ and teaches 
• ' ' A a 4 ^5 
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us fo well to diftinguiih between Friendihip and Self^ 
love, that we can fcarce ever miftake, if our Tem- 
per is not unequal, and our Humour very wavering. 
It perpetually gives new charms to the mutual good 
offices of Friends, for 'tis none of the leaft Secrets 
of Friendihip to know how to oblige thofe whom 
we love by fteps fo generous, that they may not 
take any difguft at our manner of doing it. Love 
itfelf cannot pretend to the fame advantages; and 
let it be never fo delicate, yet it muft of neceffity 
languifli when it has gone too f^. In vain do the 
mod fubtle Miftrcffes endeavour to refine this com-' 
merce : the Senfe for the moft part is latisfy'd after 
the Mind, and when thefe Ladies have fhown all 
their dexterity in deputing every inch of ground 
with their Gallant, they foon exhauft the pleaiure 
when once they refolve to give it. 'Tis an avowed 
Maxim by all that know ever fo little of the JPafr 
fions, that the good intelligence of Friendihip in- 
creafes daily with every important Service of our 
Friend ; whereas that of Love diminiflies with every 
Favour of our Miftrefs, when flie has given us the 
laft.' For this reafon, women of fenfe provide daily 
againft a rupture, when they have been fo weak a$ 
fo grant poffcffion to their Lovers i they cannot but; 
obfepve that Love when 'tis once fatisfy'd moves 
heavy and dull, that the map who perhaps will not 
iquit his Miftrefs ou^qfaverfion, wilj moft certainly 
do it out of difguft, and that a difcreet Coquettet 
cannot incur fo much danger by her cruelty, as by 
her ill-managed kindnefs. This very fame reafon 
makcs^efe: Ladies lopk upon marriage with an ill 
eye, as^dng fhe ^epulchre of little Difquiets, of 
Sighs, Billed Doux, and the pretty Amufemehte of 
Love. If Fortune does not interpofe. Love very 
rarely joins any Hearts, but it makes them lofc tha 
delicacy. The Wife is known too well, to be Jong 
belayed, and he? weakneiTes that pjpc§6d cid\e^ 
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from cuftom or inclination, which we difcover every 
moment, make us eafily forget the good qualities, 
which always appear to a Lover. 

*Tis an overfight for one of the fair Sex to fufFer 
herfelf to be feen too often, if Ihe wou'd fecure her 
Gallant. Quarrels and abfence are the very finews 
of that Paffion : there muft belittle bickering^now 
and then to preferve the union in good health 5 we 
muft amufe our felve$ with a thoufand little difquiets 
to fecure a long Calm, ^d if we don*t alarm our 
Paffion now and then with fulpicions and precaution, 
we fliall find it buried in a Lethargy, which the 
greateft of pleaiures can never revive. The ftron- 
geft Love finds obftacles to break it, as the moft 
obftinate Hearts find a way to unite together. Say 
what you will of the violence of Love, and the 
coigundtion of Souls, we never confider in our Mar- 
riages whether the young couple love one another 
alike, but whether they are alike befriended by For- 
tune ; and Reafons of Family, which are as powerfiil 
with private perfons as Reafons of State are with 
Kings, gain more ground in the compafi of one 
day, than the moft inconftant Temper can lofe in 
ten years. Thofe that are married after this man-* 
ner^ receive at laft the conjugal yoke out of duty, 
which was impofed upon them by force 5 , they em- 
ploy their Reafon to perfuade themfelves to love that 
which they can no longer hate without ruining their 
reputation -, or if they have not ftrength of mind Ef- 
ficient to forget the Inclinations of their Heart, yet 
as nothing but the violence of their paffion hinders 
them fi-om being inponftant, their natural Ficklenefs 
makes the;p 3.t laft drop the Lover, when their Vir- 
tue cawiot; At leaft they are as defirous of a new 
LoveT) as a Widow is of a fecond Husband -, and as 
for thofe women who don't aA by a principle of 
Virtue, they fufFer a fort of Widowhood even in 
paUantry, when they are cfloy'd with an exhaufted 
"! L^over, 
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luovsr, who lays nothii^ but die &me tMi^ ovet 
^fli over, or ^ho can expe& nothh^ from diem 
but the fame Amours and the fame Favours. 
* Now true Friends have none cf thefe finsfortunes 
to fear ; their Friendfhip is never reduced to fo low 
an ebb, but diat it is able to fumifh pleafure enough 
to keep the Commerce in good heart ; and as they 
hare no Rivals to apprehend, no Jealoufies to give, 
no new Proteftations ftiil to make, their Tranquil- 
lity is always fecure ', fallings out are unneceiiary, 
and litde follies have no relifh. Honour gives us 
leave always to love thus, and nothing but weakneis 
can hinder it ^ but then as it is not occafi(Mied by 
Difguft, we foon cure the wound by Reafon, and 
when we have only our natural Inconftancy to van- 
quifh, .our Judgment combats widi more force, and 
our Levity with 1^ aftivity. /iM the myflery of 
this method lies in endeavouring to cure our Friend 
by wholefome Advice, in taking the government of 
has Paffions into our own hands, which he refufes to 
himfelf, and in gaining his Heart by an afiable De- 
portment, and feafbnable Inftru&ions. If Friend- 
jhip obliges us to receive any of his Secrets, our 
Di£:retion muft always teach us to correA themt 
where they are faulty. Heat and Paifion are unfuc- 
cefsful, fince two violent Peribns do but widen the 
breach inflead of clofing it up : but then Flattery is 
no lels to be avoided, fince Friendfhip was never 
defigned to be the companion of Vice, but the fup- 
porc and relief of Virtue. If your Friend has a blind 
fide which leaVes him expofed toLove, examine whe- 
ther he goes Won good grounds, before you proffer 
him your ^afuftance. As you behold nis Paflion 
with other eyes than he himfelf does, you will focWL 
difcovcr the good and bad fide of it by making a 
few Reflexions. If his Paffion is unjuft, you can- 
not do him a greater piece of fervice dian to cure 
him of it, by fhowing him what ill effects it may 
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produce ; but let it be n^v^r fo virtuous, you fliould 
not encourage him in it, tHl you have forefeen all 
the Obftacles, and diligently exanvinM all the Events 
of it* You join hia Love of Intercft to your Friend- 
ihip, when you ferve his Amours ; and when thefe 
two aflfeiUons are fo clofeiy united, that they equally 
pofieis his Heart, tho' his Judgment is none of the 
}^, aiid his Paflion nuy ibmetimes edipfe his Rea* 
fon, yet he will mpft infallibly quit his Love, after 
he finds faimfelf difappqiated, and return to tafte the 
pleafures pf Friendftip^ . 

It is more difficult «o man^ r^htly the Ambi- 
tion of your Friend, if ypu ^re inelin'd to gratify it, 
than his Love, let it he never fo violent : you ought 
to refiife him nothing which may help to render him 
happy without a crirnc, but femetimes you are a 
better judge than he^ as {o whs^t may ferve to make 
him fo ; in this affair therefore^ don't take advice 
from the heat of your Friendfliip : but confider the 
Talent of the man whom you d^fign to prefer, before 
you appear publickly in his behalf. AH Employs 
are not proper for all forts of men, no nfiorc than all 
Habits for all fhapes and fizcs, or ^11 witty Sayings 
for all Converfations. If you placp your Friend in 
a poft, for which he is by no means qualified, you 
will difoblige a thoufand people, and do your Friend 
po real fervice : you only gratify his Ambition at 
the cxpence of your own reputatipn, and when once 
he comes to refied how unjuft you were to fet him 
ijpon this Precipice, he will certainjiy revenge it at 
laft upon your FrieQd^p> as t^ caufe of his un^ 
deferved Greatnefs. 

By what I have laid dQwn, it pUiply appears, that 
.Probity alone is not cnoygh to conftitute a well re- 
gulated Friendfhip, but that Judgment and Experi- 
lence ought likewife to go along with it. Friend- 
ships that are built on other Foundations lafi: no 

longer 
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longer duan an Amour, and the wanneft Zeal fincb 
an ehd, no lels than a cold Indifference, or a wavering 
Inconfttocy* But when we meet a man who has 
none of thefe Defefts, can any thing in the world 
be a greater Bleffing, than to have fuch a faithful 
Companion near one, who is ready to hazard all 
to pleafe you, and never fuffers you to run the leaft 
rifque, who makes your Profptrity more happy, 
and your Adverfity more eafy to you, who taftei 
all your Joys, and partakes in all your GHeis, who 
fuftains you when you are readv to totter, and lifts 
you up again after you have fellen, and who wou'd 
lofe Im Life rather than facrificcyou to his Intereft, 
or make you a fufl^rer for his FoUy ? Friendifhip 
fupplies the place of every thing to uiofe that know 
how to make a true uie of it, of Riches without 
Trouble, of Honour without Vanity, of Bufinela 
without Inquietude, of Health without Alteration, 
and of Pleafore without Bitternels. 

As God is the fovereign Good, *tis the efiGbnce of 
his Nature to be happy without keflexion ; but ?tis 
not fo with man,who cannot be happy byt by com- 
municating himfelf. We may ^rtd people enough 
that are ready to lay out their Hearts, but 'tis a 
miracle to meet with a man that deferves to receive 
it. If men knew the Pleafure of Friendlhip, they 
wou'd prefer it to all things beftdes 5 but the diffi- 
culty of making fuch a trial, » the realbn why they 
make an ill Chpice fo often. They can never be 
induced to begin a Q)nfidence, but are eternally dir 
ftruftfiil for fear of being always deceived. Thus all 
that I have faid of Friendfhip, is, I am afraid, nothing 
elfe but the Idea of a fine thing, that only exifts in 
the Imagination. But if fuch a prodigy as a true 
Friend is to be feen above-ground, I will make i? 
the bufinefi of my whole Life to find him out ; and 
if my Stars ai^e To propitious as to make me happy 
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ih a peffon 6f this fingular Charafter, whatever Mis- 
fortures I may ptherwife be expofed to, I will defy 
the World and Fortune to make me unhappy. 




THOUGHTS 

- ^ Vpon Jeveral Subje^s. 

To be able to fpeak of Virtue, is no certain 
fign that the man is virtuous. By doing it 
we Ibmetimes gain the efteem of perfons of probity : 
but we do our felves more prejudice than we ima- 
gine \ we content our felves with appearing to be 
what we are not, whereas we fliould defire to be 
what we appear. 

In the moft pleafant and charming Solitude we 
are often difappointed of that repofe, which we hoped 
to enjoy there, becaufe it depends much more upon 
cur felves than the Tranquillity of the Retirement. 
How can the bare feparating our felves from the 
noife and buftle of the World, appeafe the trouble of 
our Mind, if our Reafon does not come to relieve it ? 

We generally condemn with greater warmth the 
Defefts we find in our felves, than thofe from which 
We think our felves exempt : but in vain do we en- 
deavour to dilguife our felves ; we daily betray our 
felves by fomething or other. *Tis a much greater 
confinement to be at the perpetual expence of Hy- 
pocrify to adjuft all our Looks and Motions, than 
ta hate our Vices heartily and in good eameft. 

The Heart may be allowed to have an hclina- 
t»n For that Je ne fat quoiy which pleafes, and 
charms at firll. It 1ms attained its end when it has 
found pkafure: but then the Mind fljould not flop 
tbere» «nd oothing but Truth «ught to fatisfy it. 

For 
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For this i^eafon the wifeft PhUofophers fo often ad* 
vife us not to judge by the Manners, but by the 
Things dicmfelves. 

Liberty is feldom to be found but in Princes ; 
•tis a Greatnefi of Soul which elevates both die 
Mind and Heart: all other Conditions are, as it 
were, Pfiibns; wherein die Soul is in a ihaiiner 
cramp'd and ftraitned. Sorite of thefe become ^reat 
and magnificent Flatterers ; and the others perpe- 
tually wagkig war with Forttme, to obtain fome of 
her Favours. But let a man's Cbnditidn be what it 
will, he mcCy enjoy a true and perfeft Libert)^, if he 
never difturbs his reft to court the Favour of great 
Men^ andthePrefents of Fortune. 

The ancient Philofophers were ftrangely puzzled 
to find out the Principle of all things, fbme main- 
tained it to be Fire, and fome to be Water j in fliort, 
all of them had their different Opinions. Suppofe 
any one of them had dfeover'd what this Principle 
was, nay and had demonftrated it; wou'd he have 
advanced a ftep the farther in the knowledge of the 
true Good ? For my my part, I think the Legiflat^ 
of the Jews Vi^nt a better way to work, who with- 
otit amufing.nie with arty of their impertinent Que- 
ftions, gives me all atonce akho^^ledge of God, that 
in the beginning created the Heaven and the Earth. 

All your Adbions will- appear at one time, or ano- 
ther, and nothing can continue hidden always. For 
this reafon, do nothing which you fear men fhould 
know : as you o«ght not fo much as to think of 
what you are rfmid that God fliould know. 

Virtue is nevfer more fefe than when it is afiuid td 
appear upon the Theatre rf the World, where if is 
too much expoftd to Vanity : for whereas all other 
Vices are propagated by Vices, V^ity fdbfifts and 
grows by the fhow vft make of Virtue; 

We compkin of all, yet ought tcf complain of 
none but Qur fclves. We impute, our Cakteities to 

I ill 



M. DE ST. EVREMOND: m 

21 Fortune ; nay even in thofe Vices that are of our 
own nurfing up, we lay all the blame upon Occa- 
fions and emergent Accidents. However, there ne- 
ver happens any misfortune to a wife man ; and as 
fi)r what relates to the Occafions, they don't render 
a man weak, but only difcover his Weaknefs. 

Examples ought never to pals for Laws. Men 
are too fubjeft to Infirmities to ferve as Copies fo^ 
others to follow. In the greeted: Virtues there will 
be eternally fome mixture of Imperfedtion, and a 
man is in danger of taking his Example from the 
blind fide he drovers. But Reafon andjuftice can 
hever miflead him. 

It is very hard not to fpeak at all, but much more 
ib to make a long Difcourfe withouc. abgndance of 
faults in it: We often fay that to others without 
neceflity, which it would be very important for us 
to (ay to our felves. 

' III Examples cannot hurt one thsLC makes never 
lb little ufe of his Reafon : neither the Quality nor 
Number of thofe that give them^ are authaitick 
enough, to recommend them. Grandeur of Birth 
doeis not take away the Infamy of diem, and Cuftom 
cannot permit that which is contrary to Reafon and 
Juftice ; fo that the moft fafhionable Vices are but 
fo many Irregularities we ought to avoid, and not 
Laws we ought to follow. 

We don't always converfe with men of Reafon, 
to learn what we ought to do : but it is good to 
learn fomerimcs of others what we ought to avoid. 

Don't complain of another for not keeping your 
Secret, till you have firfl complain'd of your felfc 
How can you imagine a Stranger will be more faith- 
ful to you than you are to your felf ? We have no 
reafon to hope that others will keep that, which 
our felves firft abandon'd. 

*Tis a difficult matter to reprove a man feafonably, 
and to give advice : it is no lefs difficult to be re- 
proved.. 
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proved, and to receive advice. To fave yourfelf 
this double pain, ufe fuch endeavours to know your 
felf, that you may have no time left upon your 
hamb to examine the Faults of others, and corfea: 
your felf in fuch a noanner that you may be above 
Cenfure^ 




REFLECTIONS 

Vpon the Trufh ofonr DtfeHs^ 

ALL men would be happy, but the gneateft 
part of our Life is foent in feeking after Hap- 
pinefe, and frequently it fo falls out, t£tc we don^t 
know where to fix. 

There are Inconveniendes in every thing. If we 
have no Forefight, we are furprized : if our Fore- 
fight is too nice, we are miferable. We grow ef- 
feminate by Pleafure, we are caft down by Grief. 

I Ihould be well, cries one, if I had but my heakh 5 
and I, cries another, if I were but rich. But no body 
fays, if I lived according to Reafon. 

We find repofe no where. We fee it in a fick 
man 5 he gets up, then he defires to go to bed again : 
he finds eafe no where ; this is a wretched condition. 
But who is exempt from it ? 

Men take a pleafure in reproving others, but 
cannot endure to be reproved themfelves. We ju- 
ftify our felves with heat, but are not as ready to 
juffii^ others. 

We live in the midft of too many Revolutions, to 
continue firm in our dcfigns, Wc alter aiid chai^ 

' ""v in 
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in fpite- of our felves: time, fortune, and the fea- 
fons confpire againft our Conftancy. ? 

.We frequently feek Pleafure with more pain than 
the purchafe is worth : 'tis always bought too dear/ 

When we have obtained what we defire, we im- 
mediately lofe the tafte of it ; and are no longer af- 
fedted with that which at firfl: charm'd us. ' 1 

The greateft part of our Actions are nothing but. 
fallie$ and tranfports,^ according as the accidents* 
and different circumftances of life agitate us. 

We don't know our felves : we are, in truth, a. 
riddle which we can^t explain to our own minds. 
Our Inclinations are oppofite one to another ; and if 
I may foexprefs my fel£> tye a knot which 'tis hard 
to undo. 

Nicenefs and falfe Opinion involve us in a world* 
of miferies, altho' they are lefs fo in themfelves,- 
than in the manner of receiving them.. 

- • « 

ADVICE 



How to regulate our Studies. 



» ' . " 
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N my opinion the beft way is, to apply one's felf. 
^^, more to neceffary Queftions, than to thofe for 
which we may never have occafion.,, .What fignifies 
this prodigious number of Difputes, which only over- 
wThielm and embarrafs us with imper|:ine.nt Terms ?^ 
To iay the truth, the paihs we take to. make our 
felves mailers of them, > accompanied with a great 
lofs of time -, and if we carefjUy obferve, we get no-' 
thiflg.by tl^m but a habit to fpeaktoldly upon 
any Subje6t, tho' never fo ^unknown' to ;us. 

Vql. III. B b l^ 
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In all other occafions we folely apply our fehre^ 
to what is neceflary : we forget not our interefb ii^ 
any thing clfe. But it looks as if the advantages of 
Truth and Reafbn were reckoh'd for nothing. 

In G)Bverfation we take more care to Ihow our 
Wit and Leamir^, th^n to inftru^fe our felves* We. 
don't feek after Truth but Applaufe, at leaft after 
Apprpbaticm. We don't confider Convtrriation as^ 
one o£ the fiireft remedies to cure our ignorance, 
but as an opportunity to retail that little we think 
we know. 

We frequently ftop at incidentat Qyeftipns,^ and 
it often happens with Learned Men, ^s with Lawyer^ 
at the Bar, where the Formditiesof the Trial require 
as long a difcuffion, as tl>e merits of the Caufc 
Tlie latter are neceflary to prefcribe bounds to die 
wranglings of the Parties conpem'd, and to fix the 
l^al methods of defending mens rights ; whereas 
the Formalities of the Learned are a horrible morti* 
Ration to thpfe, that ferioully feek inftruAioo. 

We Ihould not need to burden our felves with fa_ 
manv; l^recepp,^ if w« did Ivit^fet the moft excellent 
ModplSjbefoijejis. The Oratfons of J)zfAos%H^ifM 
or ofCicERoi may very well fupply the room of 
the finefk i;efiedion&,upoi^ Eloquc^nce. 

As we learn to fpeak by cuftom, and by only 
l^^iQg thofc whom we convcrfe with^. why maji 
not a man learn to fpeak well, and to be eloquent^ 
by only ufmg himfelf to read or hear good things ? 

We ipena a world of time to learn the Art of 
Thinkiig, and we multiply the Rules and Mediods 
of it every day. However, a man of good natural 
fcnfe never trefpafles againfl: thefe Rules, and they, 
are but a fprry relief to thofe that have received but 
a mean ftock of G)mmon Senfe, 

For my part, 1 think, 'tis time andlaboxir loft,, 
to lay down the rules of I^ifinition or Divifion : tho* 
we Jwvc them never fo pcrf^y by heart, what 

3 goo4 



